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Musical Club Features
Talented Family on Feb. 13

WESTFIELD – Mezzo-soprano
Diantha Clark, accompanied by her
son, Nathanael Udell, and daughter,
Ashlen Udell, will perform on a pro-
gram presented by the Musical Club
of Westfield on Wednesday, February
13, at 1 p.m. in the First Baptist
Church, located at 170 Elm Street.

The trio will perform “Alphorn” by
Richard Strauss, with Ms. Clark sing-
ing mezzo-soprano, Mr. Udell play-
ing French horn and Ms. Udell play-
ing the piano.

For “Trois Chants de Noel,” by
Frank Martin, Ms. Clark will be ac-
companied by Ms. Udell on flute and
Mr. Udell on piano. Ms. Udell is
currently pursuing a music degree at
Montclair State University, and Mr.
Udell, a high-school senior, is wait-
ing for acceptances from music
schools for next year.

Clarinetist George Toenes, accom-
panied by pianist Beverly Thomson-
Shea, will perform “Adagio in D-flat
Major” by Heinrich Baermann and
“Concertino, Opus 26” by Carl Maria
von Weber.

Mr. Toenes is a perennial favorite
of Musical Club audiences and is the
principal clarinetist with the Westfield
Community Band.

The Mz Quartette, which gave its
premiere Musical Club performance
last season, returns to perform Antonín
Dvoøák’s String Quartet No. 13 in F,
Opus 96-B, nicknamed the “Ameri-
can” quartet.

Violinists Debra Biderman and
Lubove Schnable, violist Betsy Vaden
and cellist Peggy Tristram will join

forces to perform the quartet, which
was written during the same time as
the composer’s New World Symphony
and features melodic references to an
African-American spiritual, the song
of an American bird and sounds remi-
niscent of a railway journey.

Baritone Glen Crane, whose selec-
tions will be announced later, is also
on the program.

The program is free and open to the
public. A reception featuring light
refreshments will follow the perfor-
mance. All are welcome to stay and
meet the performers.

To learn more, call (908) 232-2173.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
1 popcorn

Rambo, the fourth adventure star-
ring the Vietnam vet who never stops
killing, is a must for those compelled
to get with the latest carnage. This is
really horrible stuff. The flimsy plot
is but a pretense for the panoply of
wall-to-wall butchery, the likes of
which you’ve seen only in the most
loathsome slice-and-dice flicks.

Even the red-blooded little boys of
yesteryear, brought up on the budda-
budda-zip of WWII movies, will soon
question the sanity of partaking in
such sordid machinations. Few tap
the visceral and retributive better than
Sylvester Stallone. He sets you up
with a villain and then delivers bloody
revenge by the bucketful.

Disingenuously perpetrating anni-
hilation in the name of a social cause
makes it all the creepier. Here it’s
Burma’s civil war. Pardons all around
if Mr. Stallone’s true ambition is to
open a window on the holocausts
being perpetrated throughout the
world. While noble even as an unin-
tentional byproduct, it’s certainly not
the chief impetus.

Nope…this is about killing. Kill-
ing in all its variations, utilizing ev-
ery law of physics, chemistry and
debauchment to ensure that those who
feed at this ignoble trough needn’t
suffer through any two like extermi-
nations. Via prodigious special ef-
fects rarely utilized in more debased
service, it’s a cacophonous symphony
of man in his worst hour.

Doubtless again causing panic in
the world red-dye market, Stallone’s
f/x minions spill without compunc-
tion. And hey, there’s a new favorite.
Explosions, as in the case of
landmines, no longer solely result in
a flotsam of jettisoned earth, arms
and legs but in geysers of emitted
blood. One minute, 10 soldiers in a
truck, the next, a crimson cascade.

Apologists eager to offer that it’s
only fiction, just really good action, a
cartoon, if you will, should note that
this is a far cry from Elmer Fudd
singeing Bugs Bunny’s whiskers. On
the other hand, to say it approximates
the real thing would not only be in-
sulting to those who have experi-
enced combat, but also the flagrantly
naïve.

There is no approximation. There
is war, and there is not war. Real as
the distinguished Saving Private Ryan
(1998) seems, especially the opening
scenes, no battle recreation could
simulate the sheer, indefinable mad-
ness of men in the pursuit of killing
each other. Rambo’s greatest disser-
vice is its conceit to imply otherwise.

It makes cataclysm seem manage-
able, possible and survivable.
Granted, the pitiable truth at this point
of our evolution is that there are nec-

Rambo: When Overkill
Just Isn’t Enough

essary wars. However, a good war
movie (i.e., All Quiet on the Western
Front, 1930) is one that dissuades
rather than celebrates combat. Mr.
Stallone’s blot on the cinema land-
scape is the latter.

Of course there are those who be-
lieve that war is eternally inevitable,
that it is an inherent characteristic of
the species, and, if nothing else, serves
to thin the herd. These are probably
the same people who pass you on the
right on the highway, run red lights
and don’t vote because, well, what
can one vote do? They don’t have
much hope for us.

Which brings us to just how John
Rambo feels, circa 2008. That is, aside
from the traffic transgressions. Be-
sides, he pilots a boat, a ramshackle
takeoff on the African Queen, up and
down the rivers of Thailand in search
of snakes he can sell. The solitary
occupation serves his self-imposed
exile. He has long given up on man-
kind.

Releasing fewer words than even
the late great Steve McQueen uttered
in any of his films, when approached
by peacenik-evangelist-aid workers
from Colorado to lead a mission of
mercy into war-torn Burma, he de-
clines whilst offering his philosophy
of life: “Nothing ever changes!”

Still, the old formula says he has to
be convinced to lead the do-gooders
anyway, or there’s no movie. Thus,
Sarah Miller (Julie Benz), the only
gal in the group, appoints herself the
Androcles to his angry, law-of-the-
jungle-espousing lion. But Rambo’s
only doing it for her, understand? It
doesn’t change anything. Remember
that. ‘Man bad!’

But before there can be full pay-
ment on the movie’s promise of a
killing frenzy, there must be perfunc-
tory complications. Predictably, the
lily-livered humanitarians are cap-
tured. Thus, it follows that a pastor
calls on Rambo to ferry mercenaries
to the godforsaken site where they
might be saved. OK, now the massa-
cre can begin in earnest.

Methinks the killing machine doth
protest too little this time. For not
only does Rudolph, the guerilla, guide
the motley soldiers of fortune after
again refusing, he winds up com-
manding them, encouraging them:
“You didn’t kill for your
country…you killed for yourself,” and
“Live for nothing, or die for some-
thing.”

Thus spake the title character of
Rambo. Indeed, words to live by…if
you’re living in prehistoric times.

* * *
Rambo, rated R, is a Lionsgate re-

lease directed by Sylvester Stallone
and stars Sylvester Stallone, Julie
Benz and Paul Schulze. Running time:
93 minutes.

Coffee With Conscience
Presents Red Molly

WESTFIELD – The Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series contin-
ues its eighth season by presenting
the dynamic female trio, Red Molly.
The concert will take place at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield, located at 1 East Broad
Street (corner of North Avenue) in
Westfield, on Saturday, February
16.

Red Molly, the New York City-
based Americana/roots trio, has
opened shows for artists such as Az-
tec Two-Step, Catie Curtis, Jonathan
Edwards, Jeffrey Gaines, John
Hammond, Johnsmith, Michael
Smith, Bill Staines, and David Wilcox.

Sixteen-year-old singer/
songwriter, Anthony Da Costa –

touted as the new Bob Dylan – will
open the show. He started performing
at the age of eight, and this past sum-
mer, was the youngest winner of the
Kerrville “New Folk” Competition.

Doors will open at 7:30 p.m., and
the concert begins at 8 p.m. Admis-
sion is $16. Advance purchase of tick-
ets is highly recommended by going
to redmolly.eventbrite.com.

All net proceeds from the concert
will be donated to the Eric Johnson
House in Morristown.

For more information, visit
coffeewithconscience.org, call (908)
412-9105, or send an e-mail to
concerts4causes@aol.com. For more
information about Red Molly, visit
redmolly.com.

McGraw Center Hosts
Watercolor Exhibit

AREA – A watercolor-art exhibit
by Jay Torson, “Incan Peru,” will take
place between now and February 29,
with an artists’ reception scheduled
for tomorrow, February 8, between 3
and 4 p.m. at The McGraw Gallery at
Newark Academy, located at the
Elizabeth B. McGraw Arts Center, 91
South Orange Avenue in Livingston.

Attendees may view the exhibit
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m., or by appointment.

Painter and Newark Academy art
teacher Mr. Torson said, “As a
painter, I explored the relationship
between the Incan architecture and
the environment. I also explored how
the Spanish influence was integrated
into, or on top of, the native building
style.”

Mr. Torson, a resident of Caldwell,
paints when not teaching art at New-
ark Academy, where he has worked
for the past eight years. His work has
been exhibited throughout New Jer-
sey in both group and solo exhibi-
tions.

Mr. Torson earned a master’s de-
gree in painting from SUNY New
Paltz and an undergraduate degree
from Principia College.

KINGS OF THE STONE PONY...Scission – a Scotch Plains band that features
Brian Gerrity on drums, Dan Gilman on guitar and Mark Renfree on bass and
vocals – rocked The Stone Pony on January 20 from the same stage frequented by
greats like Bruce Springsteen and B.B. King. Scission writes and performs only
their own songs.

BANK ON IT…Lawrence Cappiello, executive director of the Arts Guild of Rahway,
receives a check from RSI representative Virginia Frye. See release at right.

RSI Makes Contribution
To Arts Guild of Rahway

RAHWAY – The Board of Trustees
of the Arts Guild of Rahway an-
nounced the receipt of a $5,000 con-
tribution from RSI Bank of Rahway
for 2008 expenses.

Its board of directors and Chair-
man Thomas Grahill approved the
RSI contribution. Virginia Frye then
presented the check to Executive Di-
rector of the Arts Guild Lawrence
Cappiello on January 7.

RSI Bank (formerly the Rahway
Savings Institution) is Rahway’s old-
est bank and has provided financial
services in the town since 1851.

Over the years it has supported
organization’s projects that it believes
add value to the city and benefit the
residents of the community.

The Arts Guild of Rahway is a non-
profit multidisciplinary center for the
arts located at 1670 Irving Street.

Since 1999, the guild has provided
a range of arts programs, including
visual-arts exhibits, a jazz series and
a classical-music concert series, as
well as art classes and workshops for
adults and children at all levels of
experience.

NJWA to Host Artistic
Schwab Family This Sunday
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts (NJWA), start-
ing Sunday, February 10, will host
three area artists. The artists, all from
the same family,
will participate in
an exhibition of
painting, drawing
and photography
in the Westfield
Art Gallery.

Mary Sue
V e e r k a m p
Schwab’s paint-
ings and watercol-
ors depict diverse
subjects – from
cool forest lakes of
the American northeast to picturesque
Venetian canals.

To Ms. Schwab, travel is often a
reason to record new images. “When-
ever I travel, I pack
my paintbrush and
pencil box.
Whether I am on a
daytrip or spend-
ing a week in Eu-
rope, I always find
time to paint.” Ad-
ditional pictures
include charming
family pets and the
home portraits of-
ten seen on display
at J. Winthrop.

Bill Schwab’s paintings and draw-
ings reflect both his fine-art training
and his career as a creative director in
numerous leading New York ad agen-
cies.

“Whether I’m
working with a
professional pho-
tographer, illustra-
tor, cinematogra-
pher or creating my
own imagery with
a brush or pencil, I
enjoy moving
shapes around a
two-dimensional
space,” he said.

Matthew Schwab demonstrates a
keen eye for light, color and compo-
sition in his photographs. Matthew,
however, believes there is more to a
great photograph.

“If the viewer has the sense that

there is more to a photograph than
what they see at first glance, then
you’ve created something worth look-
ing at again and again. That’s the

photograph worth
keeping,” he said.

Whether it is
water rushing
through an alpine
forest, a Canadian
fisherman’s nets
drying in the sun,
rock formations in
the Sonoran desert,
the pictures show
natural beauty,
with a sense that
there is a story be-

hind each one.
Working as a photographer for

Westfield High School’s Hi’s Eye
newspaper started Matthew on his

career path. Now
as a professional
photographer, his
assignments for
clients as varied as
the NBA, PBS,
Hasbro, Lego and
State Street Glo-
bal Advisors take
him to locations
around the world.

“Until now, our
connection with

NJWA has been purely musical,” Ms.
Schwab said.

“But shows like these demonstrate
that the NJWA and the Westfield Art
Gallery are really multi-dimensional

resources for the
arts. They’re a real
asset to the qual-
ity of life in
Westfield,” she
added.

Opening hours
for the exhibition
will last from 2
until 4 p.m. on
Sunday, February
10. The exhibition
is on display until

March 20.
The Westfield Art Gallery, a divi-

sion of the New Jersey Workshop for
the Arts, is located at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield. For more
information, call (908) 789-9696.

“Westfield home” – painting by
Mary Sue Veerkamp Schwab

“Santa Maria in the afternoon” –
watercolor by Bill Schwab

“Tipsy House”– photograph by
Matthew Schwab

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Self-Help Author to Sign
At The Town Book Store

WESTFIELD – The Town Book
Store in Westfield is hosting a sign-
ing for Westfield resident Dina West,
author of “Bloom and Grow with
Your Learning Disabilities,” from 2
to 4 p.m. on February 9.

This book is designed for high-
school and college students, parents,
professors, teachers and anyone in-
terested in reading about the gift of
people with learning disabilities.

It will help one to understand learn-
ing disabilities through a person who
lives with one and studies them.

It will help high-school and col-
lege students understand the best
ways to help themselves gain suc-
cess and motivation during the most
important years of their lives.

In addition, this book will help
people with learning disabilities to
have higher self-esteem, develop a
better understanding of their differ-

ences and learn how to live success-
fully.

Ms. West also is the author of
“The Study Abroad Survival Guide.”
This book explains to the student
traveler everything from choosing a
program to what one can do with the
new experience upon returning
home.

It also includes tips on safety, what
to bring and how to handle culture
shock. “The Study Abroad Survival
Guide” gives readers all the tools
without the stress. This guide will
help prepare travelers for the experi-
ence of a lifetime.

Attendees can meet Ms. West at
The Town Book Store, located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (cor-
ner of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
If unable to attend this event, call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535
and reserve an autographed copy.

22nd International Juried
Show Opens at VACNJ

SUMMIT – The 22nd International
Juried Show, one of the artistic high-
lights of the exhibition year at the
Visual Arts Center of New Jersey
(VACNJ), returns tomorrow, Febru-
ary 8, and runs through March 21 at
the arts center, located at 68 Elm Street
in Summit.

An opening reception is planned
for Friday, February 8, from 6 to 8
p.m., with the awards presented at
7:15 p.m. A special dance perfor-
mance by tango dancers Carolina
Zokalski and Diego Di Falco will
highlight the opening, which will also
feature food and drinks. The public is
invited to attend.

This highly acclaimed annual
juried exhibition draws many en-
trants from around the world, whose
work reflects every art medium. This
year, the arts center received 2,300
entries, representing the mediums of
painting, drawing, textiles, pastels,
prints, ceramics, sculpture, mixed
media, watercolor and photography;
141 works were accepted into the
show.

In addition to the submissions that
came from every area of the country,
entries were received from Germany,
Poland, Mexico, Romania, Canada,
Australia, Ireland, Armenia, China,
Israel, The Netherlands, Turkey,
France, Japan, England and India.

Each year, a distinguished member
of the arts community is chosen as
juror; the art center welcomed Carter
Foster, curator of drawings at New
York’s Whitney Museum of Ameri-
can Art, as this year’s juror.

A native of Atlanta, Mr. Foster, in
2004, was named curator and co-
chair of the Department of Print and
Drawings at the Los Angeles County
Museum of Art. From there, he moved
to the Whitney Museum.

Prizes are awarded in multiple cat-
egories. This year’s Best in Show
winner – Paul Kaiser from Connecti-
cut – will receive a $1,000 cash prize,
round-trip travel to Summit along
with a one-night hotel stay and travel
to New York City to have lunch with
Mr. Foster.

The three Merit Award winners,
who will each receive a $200 cash
prize, are Susan Martin Maffei from
New York, Nathan Porterfield from

Texas and Yen-Hua Lee from New
York. The $100 Painting Award goes
to John Salminen from Minnesota,
and the Jurgen Thieck Memorial
Award for Photography is awarded to
Jennifer Williams from New York.

The 12 Honorable Mention awards
will be distributed to artists from New
York to The Netherlands.

Gallery hours at the VACNJ are
Monday through Thursday from 9:30
a.m. to 8 p.m., Friday from 9:30 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m., and weekends from 10
a.m. to 4 p.m. There is ample parking
at the arts center site.

For additional information, con-
tact Laura Notaro, communications
coordinator, at (908) 273-9121, ex-
tension 17, or visit artcenternj.org.

NJSO Presents
‘Bravo Broadway’

NEWARK — The Great White Way
will extend across the Hudson for just
one night, as the New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra (NJSO) presents
“Bravo Broadway,” a romantic
evening of song.

Notable Broadway singers Susan
Egan, Melissa Errico and Gary Mauer
headline a program that ranges from
time-honored classics like West Side
Story, My Fair Lady, Chicago and
Funny Girl to newer hits such as
Wicked, Les Misérables, Mamma Mia!
and Beauty and the Beast.

Jason Howland, who has served as
music director for Jekyll and Hyde
and Les Misérables, will conduct.
The concert – which will be held on
Saturday, February 16, at 8 p.m. at
NJPAC in Newark – is part of the
NJSO’s Pops Series.

“Symphony Sweetheart Pack-
ages” are available, offering
Valentine’s perks such as prime
seats, flowers, chocolate truffles and
the chance to win an elegant pre-
concert dinner for two at Seabra’s
Rodizio in Newark with limousine
transportation for the evening.
Ticket prices begin at $20 and are
available by phone at (800)-ALLE-
GRO (255-3476) or online at
njsymphony.org.

For more information about the
NJSO, visit njsymphony.org or e-mail
information@njsymphony.org.
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ing “The Nature of Honor” in novel
form (to be released the same time as
the soundtrack and the screenplay),
is finding his first production to be a
learning experience.

Trying to find ways to come under
budget and plan for nine months of
post-production has this tough guy
barely able to find time in his sched-
ule to catch a few plays of the Super
Bowl.

“It’s not a cakewalk. That’s for
sure,” he said.

For now, even the most basic ne-

cessities, like eating and sleeping, are
only satisfied if time permits. Such is
life for two “ordinary people doing
extraordinary things,” Mr. Bishop
said.

Speaking with the gravitas of some-
one with a deep emotional and per-
sonal investment in the project, Mr.
Bishop said, “I now have the honor”
to take part in “everything I ever
wanted to see on screen.”

For more information, see
myspace.com/brunomartino67 and
myspace.com/jerrybiz.

58 Elm Street • Westfield
www.juxtaposegallery.com

For Appointment:

908-232-3278

Serving The Community for 32 Years

Please Join us for

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

Saturday, February 16, 2008
10 am to 5 pm

Master Silhouettest
Ms. Ruth Grabner

will be at
Juxtapose Gallery

to create a
silhouette of your child

Smith & Hawken
Presents Flower Seminar

WESTFIELD – Smith & Hawken
of Westfield will present “The Ro-
mance of Flowers” this Saturday,
February 9, at 11 a.m. The home
and gardening store’s horticulture
specialist will give a seminar and
demonstration highlighting roman-
tic flowers and how best to present
them.

Since Victorian times, flowers have
had a “language” all their own. With
Valentine’s Day upcoming, flowers
conjure up feelings of love and ro-
mance.

Those attending will learn how-
to’s and receive a shopping offer.
Those interested can call (908) 233-
2250 to respond. Smith & Hawken is
located at 125 Elm Street.


