
Page 16  Thursday, February 7, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Blue Devil Wrestlers Flatten
Cranford Cougars, 49-30

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Westfield High School wres-
tling team will not be in contention
for a sectional tournament title, how-
ever the 6-12 Blue Devils had a fine
performance across the board when
they claimed eight of nine face-to-
face bouts to grab a 49-30 victory
over Cranford, in Westfield, on Feb-
ruary 1.

“We knew this was a young team
coming in. I knew they were going to
get better as the year went on, but I
did not think they were going to be
this good right now. We just knocked
off a good Cranford team and we did
it without four starters. I don’t even
know what to say,” said Westfield
Head Coach Glen Kurz.

“These kids work hard and that solves
everything. I told them that from day

one. If we work hard, good things are
going to happen. Believe in it and it’s
happening. I knew this was good team
all along and I was just waiting to see
whether they were going to realize their
potential. Tonight they certainly did,”
continued Coach Kurz.

In the first bout of the evening,
171-lb Blue Devil, Bill Kim recorded
a second period takedown then used a
half nelson and a headlock to turn
Matt Konieczny in 3:28. After four
forfeits and a pin, the 8-4 Cougars
had a 24-6 lead until Blue Devil fresh-
man, Jey Yingling, at 112-lbs, demol-
ished Ryan Byrnes in 1:58.

“I slipped off on top with a leg,
ended on bottom, Petersoned him,
held on to that and eventually pinned
him,” said Yingling.

Nick DeFreitas grabbed a 12-4
majority decision over Carmine

Pellino at 119-lbs.
“He was supposed to beat me tech-

nically on paper because in counties
he placed sixth,” said DeFreitas. “First
period I came out with a dump, put
some heat on him, wore him down.
That’s usually my game plan and I
ended up with three. Second period, I
rode him out, then in the third, I shot
a couple of singles and hit a few
neutral scores on him. This win was
big,” said DeFreitas.

At 125-lbs, John Barnes quickly
pinned Conor Londergren in 1:25.

“I expected to wrestle their 125-
pounder DiGiovanni, who placed fifth
in the county,” said Barnes. “I pulled
the drag first to take him down, then
to pin him I used a wrist, went under-
neath, tilted him to the mat and
clamped him.”

In the most exciting match of the
evening, freshman, 130-lb Christian
Barber exceeded expectations by pull-
ing out a 5-3 decision with one tick
remaining over Matt DiGiovanni to
put Westfield on top, 25-24.

“I came in nervous, did not know
what to expect, but I felt honored to
be in the position,” said Barber. “He
was riding high. I dumped him over,
got two and won the match.”

The Cougars won the next bout, but
Joe Panarese smothered 140-lb Chris
Klein in 1:41, from a single-leg
takedown.

“I was looking for anything to pin
this kid. I was looking for the bar. It
didn’t really work out the way I
wanted it to but I recovered, covered
him up and brought him to his back,”
said Panarese.

Ryan Jennings turned 145-lb Cou-
gar JT Vicci to his back in 3:48 with
a half nelson.

“I got out quick, used a fireman’s,
took away the half and reloaded it, a
move that I use in practice most and
am best at,” said Jennings.

At 152 pounds, Matt Shaffer battled
back from a 3-2 first-period deficit to
build a 6-3 advantage before annihi-
lating Joe Chencharik in 2:41.

“It was definitely great being back.
I had a good match against Parsippany
Hills, but I’m still working the kinks
out,” said Shaffer. “The only thing I
think about is go out there and beat
the kid up. I snapped him down to a
front headlock and torqued him until
he got tired, and eventually was able
to twist his body around and then take
him to his back.”

In the final bout, freshman Erik
Gozdieski shocked 160-lb Cougar
Ryan Tarantino with a two-point tilt
and top-position dominance before
showing him the lights in 1:53.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
171: — Kim (W) p Konieczny, 3:28
189: — Kevin Aldredge (C) won forfeit
215: — Jullian Campo (C) won forfeit
Hwt: — Joe Brady (C) won forfeit
103: — Joe Graccio (C) won forfeit
112: — Yingling (W) p Byrnes, 1:58
119: — DeFreitas (W) md Pellino, 12-4
125: — Barnes (W) p Londergren, 1:25
130: — Barber (W) d DiGiovanni, 5-3
135: — Mesut Ozcan (C) p Pat Younger,
5:07
140: — Panarese (W) p Klein, 1:41
145: — Jennings (W) p Vicci, 3:48
152: — Shaffer (W) p Chencharik, 2:41
160: — Gozdieski (W) p Tarantino, 1:53

Raiders Get 3rd, Westfield 5th
At Union County Boys Track
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at 2:09.5. Raider Mike Ragan crossed
fourth at 2:12.8 followed by Viking
Russ Kinney at 2:13.6.

“Dunn (Center) is the ultimate
equalizer. When you come here, it’s
not really who is the fastest, it’s who
can navigate the turns and straight-
away the best,” said Tarlow. “I tried to
maintain contact for the majority of
the race and then rely on my kick. I

was a little nervous. The kid is a really
good runner.”

In the one-mile run, Blue Devil
Evan Friedman took the lead for the
first six laps in a very tight pack.
Viking D.J. Thornton then took the
lead and crossed first at 4:45.6.

“That was the plan all along,” said
Friedman of his early lead. “My coach
told me that I could break the field
and pull away but it didn’t quite work
out though.”

Friedman did put on a good kick
toward the end and finished second
with a time of 4:47.

“I have been working on it over the
years,” said Friedman, who has been
healing somewhat from tendonitis of
the foot. “I thought it was a stress
fracture. I’m healed but I missed out
on some conditioning. I surprised
myself today. Even though I didn’t
win, I was quite pleased.”

Raider Martin Sweeney was right
with the pack and finished third with
a time of 4:49.4.

“The times were pretty good. I’m
happy with it, by far the fastest I have
run here. In terms of strategy, I was
hoping I would sit behind Friedman
and wait until the end of the race then
go. It ended up like a horse race

jockeying for position,” said Sweeney.
Blue Devils Andrew Flood, Tarlow,

Donny deRojas and Craig Cognetti
finished second in the 4x440-yard
relay with a time of 3:55.4 followed
by Vikings Jordan Peru, daCosta,
Kinney and Obinna Nwafor at 3:56.2.
Raiders Sharif Scott, Adam Clark,
Larry Dent and Mike Chervenyak
finished fifth with a time of 4:03.2.

Raiders Pat Doliber and Dan Sapienza
finished 3-5 in the two-mile run with
respective times of 10:42.5 and
10:54.6 and Blue Devil Ryan Scrudato
finished sixth at 10:57.8. Viking
Nwator placed second in the high
jump with a height of 5’10”, while
Raiders Shariff Scott at 5’8” and Larry
Dent at 5’6” finished 5-6.

TOP 7 TEAM TOTALS:
1. Union Catholic 53, 2 Rahway 44.5,

3. Scotch Plains-Fanwood 37, 4. Union
34, 5. Westfield 28, 6. Roselle 19, 7.
Linden 18.

Blue Devil Icemen Trounce
Old Bridge in Hockey, 8-2

Westfield High School’s ice hockey
team, the Blue Devils, recently con-
tinued its winning ways with an 8-2
trouncing of Old Bridge to improve
its overall record to 9-7-2. It was
Westfield’s second victory over Old
Bridge this season.

Westfield jumped to a 4-1, first-
period advantage led by freshman CJ
Meyer’s four-point effort (inaugural
hat trick and assist) and a goal from
senior captain Jimmy Bender.

In rolling three lines, the Blue Dev-
ils were able to muster continuous
offensive pressure and effective fore-
checking. The first line, of Bender,
Meyer and Esposito, was supple-
mented by second line sophomores,
Matthew Wronski and Dan Reyman,
and senior Evan Einstein. The third
line was comprised of center man,
junior Phil Cohen, senior AJ
Cunningham, and freshman Henry
O’Brien.

Juniors Mike Foley and Pat Tresnam,
along with sophomores Joe

Kramkowski and Dylan Moran (1 as-
sist), manned the defensive line. Se-
nior Alex Falk was also a valuable blue
line contributor, while net minders
senior Matt Fritz and junior Scott
Howard held Old Bridge in check.

After the first period, Westfield tal-
lied three more power play goals – a
second period effort by Bender, as-
sisted from Craig Esposito, and two
third period strikes, one by Evan
Einstein, assisted by Bender and
Esposito, and another by frosh Nick
Antanasio, who was assisted once
again by Esposito.

Esposito finished with four points
(1 goal, 3 assists), and Bender had
three points (2 goals, 1 assist). For-
ward Tony Szwarc was credited with
an assist.

In the competitive Central White
Division, the Blue Devils own a 5-5-
2 record with remaining games
against divisional rivals Paul VI,
Johnson and Dayton, slated for the
week of February 4.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOCKING UP AN IMPORTANT VICTORY...Blue Devil freshman Jey Yingling has Cougar Ryan Byrnes stuck in a
headlock and pins him in 1:58 in the 112-lb bout.

Raider Alleman Gets
Personal Best in Shot
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School senior Mike Alleman topped
his own personal-best distance of
61’9.75” by tossing the shot put
62’8” at the Varsity Classic Indoor
Track Meet at the New York City
Armory on February 5. Ironically,
Morristown freshman Nick Vena
tossed a meet-record 63’2.75”,
which also became the top throw in
the nation this season.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
POWERING A COUNTY RECORD…Raider Mike Alleman broke the Union
County shot put record with a shove of 60’0.75”.
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561 BRADFORD AVENUE, WESTFIELD

This 4 bedroom Colonial on park like property is nestled in the heart of the Gardens.  This charmer boasts an 
updated eat-in Kitchen with white cabinetry, living room with wood burning fireplace and classic wooden mantle, 
parquet floors, finished Recroom, first floor Den with new windows and close proximity to downtown shopping, 

top ranked schools and NYC transportation.                                                                          Offered for $699,000

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

824 EAST BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD

Pristine starter home perfect for entertaining boasts a new gourmet Kitchen, overlooking the serene setting of the 
private and park-like rear yard.  This Henry West home exudes quality while offering a formal Dining Room, sunny 
Living Room with fireplace, first floor Den, hardwood floors, finished Recreation Room, central air and more! 

                                                                                                                               Offered for $529,000

New stately Colonial built in 2005 boasts 5 Bedrooms and 5.5 baths on a quiet Westfield cul-de-sac.  This fine 
home boasts endless upgrades including a cherry Kitchen with center island, hardwood floors accented by walnut 
inlay, first floor Office, Second floor laundry, finished basement with Recreation Room, Playroom, wet bar and 

wine cellar.                                                                                                                           Offered for 1,850,000 

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

4 BURGESS COURT, WESTFIELD

OPEN HOUSE EVENT THIS SUNDAY 1~4PM

1127 BOULEVARD, WESTFIELD

This pristine and updated home offers ideal location on a desirable Westfield street within walking distance to the 
elementary school.  This fine home boasts a new Kitchen and bathrooms, new windows, new furnace and central 
air, new siding, new garage doors and a new patio overlooking professional landscape of the private and park-like 

rear yard.                                                                                                                              Offered for $649,000


