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30 YEARS . . .FO
R

JON BRAMNICK
Has Represented Individuals

Involved in Accidents

Certified Trial Attorney
JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

282 South Avenue, Suite 103
Fanwood New Jersey, 07023

Tel: 908-889-9500

Call for an appointment
Visit our website at: www.sg-cpas.com

For All Your Business, Tax

& Financial Needs

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

235 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ

Phone: 877-266-4370

www.anniesgourmetkitchen.net

Valentine’s Day

Special

Surprise Your Sweetie with a
Romantic Gourmet Meal at Home!

Salad of Baby Greens, Goat Cheese, and Pecans
with Raspberry Vinaigrette

Choice of Appetizer-
*Butternut Squash Risotto Timbale

*Polenta Stacks with Smoked Mozzarella and Fire Roasted Tomatoes
*Crab and Sweet Corn Bisque

Choice of Entrée (with sides) –
*Crabmeat-Stuffed Jumbo Shrimp

*Rolled Flank Steak with Spinach and Gorgonzola
*Lobster Ravioli with Vodka Lobster Sauce

*Mushroom-Stuffed Chicken Breasts with Madeira Sauce
*Roast Baby Eggplant Stuffed with Moroccan Vegetable Pilaf

Choice of Dessert-
*Individual Molten Chocolate Cakes

*Lemon Cheesecake with Raspberry Coulis
*Coconut Cake with Strawberry Filling

Wine Pairings with CoolVines

Dinner for two, only $79, includes:

Patrolman Vardalis Continues Legacy
Of Military-Law-Enforcement Service

On January 17, Daniel Vardalis, a
resident of Kenilworth, started a new
job as a patrolman with the Clark Police
Department. Danny is continuing a long-
time family tradition in a career in law-
enforcement and military service. He
was recently discharged from the United
States Army, where he served in a mili-
tary police unit overseas in the Middle
East and other duty stations.

Danny’s great-grandfather, Alfred
Vardalis, Sr., served with the United States
Army during World War I. In 1915, he
was with an army unit, led by General
“Blackjack” Pershing, that chased after
Pancho Villa, the Mexican bandit who
crossed the border into the United States,
raiding border towns in Texas, then es-
caping back into Mexico.

Alfred, Sr., after his discharge from
military service, became the first full-
time police officer in Kenilworth, later
becoming its chief of police. During his
tenure, in 1921, he was cited for bravery
after he captured the Union County ban-
dits who were terrorizing the county by
robbing passengers on trolley cars
throughout Union County. He retired in
1933, after a long, outstanding career in
law enforcement.

Danny’s father, Ernest Jr., served in
the United States Marine Corps in the
1960s. He served in a unit ready to invade
Cuba during the Cuban missile crisis. At
the last hour, the missiles were removed
to the Soviet Union, and the crisis ended.
Ernest Jr. then served as a patrolman on
the Springfield Police Department for
many years until his death in 1998.

Patrolman Danny Vardalis’ great-
uncle, Alfred Vardalis, Jr., was in the
U.S. Navy during World War II. He was
awaiting overseas duty when the atom

bombs were dropped on Japan, ending
World War II. In 1949, he became a
police officer in Westfield, retiring as
captain after serving 35 years. He was
involved in many investigations and had
many arrests to his credit. He worked on
the John List case, in which List mur-
dered his family in Westfield. List was
captured 18 years later with the help of
the television program, “America’s Most
Wanted.”

Patrolman Danny Vardalis’ uncle,
James Vardalis, served in the Marine
Corps and served on duty in the Vietnam
conflict. Jim subsequently became a po-
lice officer in Westfield. While working a
traffic post, he was struck by an intoxi-
cated motorist and was injured so badly
that he was forced to retire. He moved to
Florida and continued his education, earn-
ing a doctorate degree in criminal justice.
As a professor teaching criminal justice
and court-related matters, he authored
several books relating to the criminal
justice system.

As Patrolman Danny Vardalis begins
his career in law enforcement, he realizes
he has to walk a fine line to follow in the
footsteps of the Vardalis family, who
have contributed so much of their lives to
the military and law-enforcement profes-
sion.

Alfred Vardalis, Jr.
Columbus

Reader ‘Flummoxed’
Over Paper’s Decisions

In my years as a Westfield Leader sub-
scriber, I’ve regularly wondered whether
there is any logic behind the paper’s edi-
torial decisions. But never have I been so
flummoxed as I am after you buried on
page 10, of the January 31 issue, a story
about an 89-year-old man, Westfield’s
former tax collector no less, being bilked
out of his life savings by a local business
owner who turned out to be a con man? —
A tale made all the more dramatic, inter-
esting and important by the fact that the
scam was foiled by one of Westfield’s
most popular private citizens, Vicki’s
Diner proprietor Helen Rentoulis.

This is the kind of story that begs for
front-page treatment, if not for its sheer
drama, then certainly for the lesson it
holds for Westfield’s seniors and those
who care about them.

Instead, we get an utterly incompre-
hensible and pointless lead story about
the report of a land-use task force that
likely sent most readers into R.E.M. sleep
by the second paragraph.

Please wake up, folks.

Justin Schack
Westfield

Corzine Should ‘See Where Dollars
Are Being Spent Unnecessarily’

Very soon, Governor Jon Corzine will
be in your community, holding a Town
Hall Meeting to promote his plan to in-
crease tolls.

Before the Governor asks us to dig
further into our pockets and turn over
more of our hard-earned money to the
State of New Jersey, he should review the
budget and see where our tax dollars are
being spent unnecessarily.

Did you know that hundreds of mil-
lions of tax dollars were spent to repair
New Jersey’s infrastructure when the
Delaware River overflowed its banks in
2004, 2005 and 2006?

Prior to 2001, there had been no flood-
ing since the flood of 1955, which was a
result of two hurricanes, back-to-back.
Over the years, the daily amount of water
taken from the Delaware River has re-
mained the same; however, beginning in
2001, and continuing to this day, New
York City (NYC) Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) is using/di-
verting less water on a daily basis, thus
leading to full and “spilling over” reser-
voirs.

Add in the melting snow pack and a
touch of Mother Nature, and the reser-
voirs are spilling over billions of gallons
of water into the Delaware River, which
overflows its banks and, in some cases,
breaks through its banks, destroying towns

and wreaking havoc on New Jersey’s
infrastructure.

Why should N.J. taxpayers have to pay
millions of dollars for repairs when the
damage was as a result of our neighbor’s
(NYC DEP) mismanagement of their res-
ervoirs?

If I were your neighbor, and I caused
damage to your property, would you not
look to me to pay for the damage? Would
you not look to me to remedy the problem
so that the damage would not occur again,
and again and again?

Merely lowering the Cannonsville,
Pepacton and Neversink reservoirs to 80
percent would provide a safety void. Why
doesn’t Governor Corzine address this
issue and defend the taxpayers in the State
of New Jersey from the repeated on-
slaught of flooding and the resultant wast-
ing of hundreds of millions of dollars in
tax money spent to repair New Jersey’s
infrastructure instead of asking us to hand
over more of our hard-earned money?

Even if you don’t live in a county di-
rectly affected by the river, you are still
paying the hundreds of millions of dollars
in state taxes to fix everything every time
it floods. We need to demand that our
Governor address this issue and the result-
ant wasteful spending of our tax dollars.

Sharron Dallas
Stockton

Letters to the Editor

Red-Tailed Hawk
Photo Clarification

Thank you for printing my photo of the
hawk [January 31]. But, I just wanted you
to be aware that it was a red-tailed hawk,
not a white-tailed hawk. The range of the
white-tailed hawk is southern Texas to
southern South America, per the Audubon
Society Field Guide.

Barbara Uhr
Westfield

Museum Deserves
Restoration Funding
We recently visited George

Washington’s Headquarters in
Morristown. We were shocked to dis-
cover that the museum has been closed
for three years; that there are no exhibits
being shown at the museum now that The
Ford Mansion, where General Washing-
ton and his soldiers stayed, has opened for
tours; and that Congress has not appropri-
ated the money to complete the renova-
tion of the museum.

This is America’s heritage, and we
should proudly show it. Other countries
take great pride in their heritage and
spend considerable sums of money on
preserving their heritage. Unfortunately,
Congress apparently does not think that
this museum is important enough to be
restored with federal funds. Yet the
country has spent nearly $1 trillion on
the disastrous and unnecessary war in
Iraq.

Certainly, a pittance of the amount
spent on this war could be spent on restor-
ing the museum, so that young and old
may learn more about the courageous acts
of revolutionary soldiers and their com-
mander to win America’s freedom.

Dr. Stephen and Joyanne Schoeman
Westfield

‘Chances of Finding a SID Grant
In Baghdad Greater Than in SP’

I attended the Special Improvement
District (SID) meeting last week as a
member of the public and a residential
taxpayer in our community for almost 29
years.

My current business started in down-
town Scotch Plains in 1989 but outgrew
its space within a few years. I found our
initial success in Scotch Plains and wanted
my business to remain in town, but I
couldn’t find appropriate office space to
either rent or buy that could comfortably
accommodate us.

We enjoyed being able to walk to local
restaurants for lunch and shop in the neigh-
borhood stores. We created local em-
ployment, not only for full-time profes-
sional staff but for local high-school and
college students as well. Not being able to
find appropriate space to grow into in
Scotch Plains was disappointing and
costly.

Personally, I believe that the thought of
redeveloping the downtown area is an
excellent one, but there are realistic con-
siderations that must be addressed.

At the meeting, I witnessed the opinions
of two camps. One group who will benefit
by any improvement in the downtown area
and the other group potentially will be
bearing the cost of the decisions made.

The mayor did say that the landlords
can pass along the assessment to their
tenants. (Isn’t that taxation without repre-
sentation?) Both groups made excellent
points worthy of consideration.

There were a few points made that need
further consideration.

The Special Improvement Director will
be charged with finding grants to improve
our soon-to-be-formed “SID.”

I think that, given the state of our
local, state and federal budgets, the
chances of finding a grant for a “SID” in
downtown Baghdad is significantly
greater than finding one for Downtown
Scotch Plains. It would be more realistic
to look for private investment, which
brings with it the anticipated threat of
eminent domain.

If this is the case, I can’t blame the local
property owners on the other side of the
equation for their concern.

The local towns that have made sig-
nificant improvements in their down-
town area have a common, important
element: a train station, along with com-
muters who patronize the local busi-
nesses.

Our train station is in Fanwood. I have
to commend the current political leader-
ship in Fanwood for recognizing the po-
tential and seizing the opportunity to en-
courage private investment in their com-
munity.

The joke used to be that looking at a
map, Fanwood was the “hole” in the
Scotch Plains donut. Perhaps Fanwood is
now the epicenter of economic growth in
our sister communities. Maybe we should
be planning in concert with them instead

of independently?
Finally, I’d like to make a recommen-

dation to the mayor and the council. Don’t
pick the pockets of the local downtown
property owners as you experiment with
the “SID” concept.

If this is successful, it will increase
rate-ables and ultimately improve our
residential taxes rates. If we are talking
about $70 to $100,000 of seed money,
find it in our municipal budget, not the
pockets of the downtown landlords.

The first steps should include a town-
wide survey to find out what improve-
ments can be made to encourage local
residents to do more business in Down-
town Scotch Plains. If the answer is none,
accept it and plan appropriately. We, as a
community, can’t afford the concept of
“Build it, and they will come.”

If there are grants available, I am sure
that our mayor with his many years of
networking with the leadership of other
communities should have a handle on
what is currently and realistically avail-
able.

I know that during the brief time we
had a Democratic mayor, she found a
$450,000 grant that was used to put in the
streetlights and other improvements
downtown, which we still enjoy. If there
aren’t grants available in the next few
years, why charge a “SID” manager with
unrealistic expectations?

If there are special interests that may
profit from real-estate investments, that,
too, is okay. As long as we are reasonably
assured that the root of the “SID” is for the
benefit of our entire community and not
exclusively to benefit special real-estate-
investment interests, then I am sure that
we would all be a lot more comfortable
with the concept.

The mayor already told us that the SID
is going to happen. He regrets voting
against it in the past. Let’s hope that all the
taxpayers and citizens are well served.

Louis Beckerman
Scotch Plains

PT REPORTERS NEEDED
Strong, community-minded,
detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor needed
to cover local government
evening meetings. Must be able
to meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead, and take an active
interest in a regular beat in order
to develop news stories. This
opportunity is perfect for stay-
at-home moms, as a second
income or just for those who
love to write. Please e-mail
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
The Westfield Leader &

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
TIMES

SP Dem Chairman Chides
Mayor Martin Marks’ Legacy

Last week, in discussing the upcom-
ing consideration of the 2008 budget
[Scotch Plains], I commented that it
looked as though the mayor and mu-
nicipal manager were not likely to be in
the Scotch Plains government next year,
and that we should not, therefore, lose
sight of the long term. I believe I used
the term “last hurrah” in connection
with that.

After the letter was submitted, I at-
tended the public meeting concerning the
proposed SID and reviewed the published
Congressional Primary Campaign report
of Mayor Marks.

I detected what appears to be a theme
that seems to run through these items and
is consistent with a theme that has been
noticed and which I have commented on
this year. The theme relates to construc-
tion, real property and bonds.

The fact that a number of the projects
the mayor has already started are not
yet complete suggests that, while it is
good to have self-confidence, he might
be better served by not believing his
own representations of expertise and
success.

The mini-golf course is built but is not
serving its heralded purpose of reliving
the tax burden on municipal taxpayers.
The municipal building is still not com-
pleted and is only within budget if you are
allowed to account for portions of the real
expenses in other budgets and accounts.
The Terry Lou Zoo park project, which
started 10 years ago with a purchase of
land that cost the town about $1,000,000,
has not yet been defined, let alone built.

Let us hope, that in what the mayor has
said is likely to be his last year as our

mayor, that he does not push a series of
projects through, to leave him with a
lasting legacy, while he is distracted by a
congressional campaign.

He would better serve us if he would
spend what ever time and attention he has
for Scotch Plains on trying to not raise the
municipal portion of our property taxes
this year and completing what has been
started — rather than starting more
projects so as to leave more unfinished
business and debt service for the next
administration.

Dick Samuel
SP Dem. Chair


