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An Open Letter to New Jersey
Gov. Jon Corzine, Re: Fiscal Crisis
Governor Corzine, I thank you for this opportunity

to speak with you about my thoughts on the fiscal
crisis facing New Jersey and the plan you propose to
deal with matters, namely New Jersey Turnpike toll
increases and monetizing future toll collections to
$40 billion today in order to reduce current debt and
undertake new projects.

I concur with you about the impending calamity if
action is not taken now. The dimensions of our
problems are staggering — $32 billion in bonded
debt, $80 billion or more in unfunded healthcare,
pensions and benefit commitments, with the $50-
billion healthcare portion increasing at 10 percent
per year, a $3-billion shortfall in the yearly operating
budget and billions of dollars in capital projects on
the table that are seeking funding.

Two years ago in February, we wrote in our news-
papers that New Jersey had reached the end of the
line and that you, Governor, would be forced to
declare a “Fiscal State of Emergency.” Somehow,
the state of emergency has been forestalled for two
years with considerable wiggling in Trenton, al-
though government did shut down for several days
back then, but matters have gotten worse today.

I strongly disagree with your proposed plan for
several reasons: First, it mortgages the future of  our
children and grandchildren to pay for our continued

malfeasance. None of the structural problems of
Trenton’s financial operations are being corrected
by your proposal. Unfortunately, I believe your plan
would merely extend the malfeasance in Trenton.

The plan is likely to have many unintended and
serious consequences, such as how our roads work,
traffic overflows to local roads and a depression of
commerce. Tolls hit the workingman the hardest.

I urge you to turnabout, face into the wind and
make the hard choices you said were necessary two
years ago. Cut expenses to 90 percent of revenue and
apply 10 percent of the revenue to pay down the
bonded debt. Eliminate the malfeasance in Trenton.
I could go on with a long tirade of this, but you are
very familiar with the details and the many other
unpleasant things that must be done.

For the sake of New Jersey, our future, our chil-
dren, trust the people.

To paraphrase your colorful language – “Pigs will
fly over the Statehouse,” – I say we citizens want the
“Pigs to fly out of the Statehouse.”

Thank you, Governor.

Horace Corbin
Publisher

Boscia Commends
Rowe’s Choice to Serve

Thank you for printing the article and
picture about newly commissioned Lt.
Richard Rowe [January 31]. Some may
question why a magna cum laude
Georgetown graduate, with an MA from
the same university, would want to enlist
in the Army and then go to OCS.

It is refreshing to see a young man or
woman, especially from towns like
Westfield, make this choice about serv-
ing their country. With today’s “it’s all
about me” attitude, this is commend-
able. I would also point out that Lt.
Rowe is a combat arms armor officer,
which will put him in the forefront of
action.

Best of wishes to him, and may God
keep him safe.

Joe Boscia
Westfield

State Democratic Chair Comments
On Governor’s Meeting in Cranford

Councilman Glover is ‘Delighted’
With Mayor Marks’ SID Initiative

FW Resident Offers Approach
To Reform ‘Systematic Problems’

Future Govs Will Be
Stuck with Massive Debt

The only thing missing from Governor
Corzine’s town meeting in Union County
was a dog act and some dancing pigs.

He reminded me of a pitchman at a
carnival trying to sell you on a game of
chance to win a stuffed animal or, in this
case, a stuffed pig.

We are about to have the largest bond
issue in the history of New Jersey, along
with the creation of another bureaucracy
that will require a host of new govern-
ment jobs, along with pensions and ben-
efits. This plan will reduce the state debt
by $16 billion and freeze the current bud-
get amount.

However, the current budget requires
$3 billion of borrowing that will eat up
the $16-billion debt reduction in five
years. In order to provide his own job
security, the toll hikes will not take
effect until after Gov. Corzine is re-
elected.

It’s not just our children and grandchil-
dren who will look back at this as a big
mistake, but the future Governors of New
Jersey will be stuck with outrageous tolls
and massive state debt.

Thomas Lienhard
Westfield

The Governor came to Cranford to meet
and talk with people in the community for
the same reasons he is holding similar town-
hall meetings throughout the state: he wants
to help the public understand the serious-
ness of the state’s financial problems; he
wants to fully explain his plan to reduce
state debt and restore fiscal sanity, and he
wants to hear from the residents of New
Jersey.

He’s not delivering good news. He’s not
telling us what we want to hear. He’s not
sugarcoating the issue. He’s giving us the
truth. He’s telling what we need to hear if we
want to get our finances in order. And he’s
giving us a way to get the job done. He’s got
a plan to reduce state debt and to restructure
state finances. He’s looking to our future
just as much as he’s taking on immediate
needs.

There are some partisan reactionaries
who are trying to play politics with this, but
most of the people who attended the meet-
ing in Cranford responded the same way as
the people around New Jersey. They are
listening with an open mind. They recog-
nize the Governor’s sincerity and courage.
They respect what he is doing.

They may be listening with a degree of
skepticism, but that is understandable con-
sidering how often leaders in the past avoided
these issues. How often they tried to ignore
the problems. Of course, their neglect just
contributed to the crisis.

The Governor is giving us tough choices,
but he’s doing it for the right reasons. For
years, our state has been irresponsible in
how it spends and borrows. The Governor’s
proposal not only pays down the state’s

debt, it protects the budget process from
future misuse and invests resources into
projects that promote economic develop-
ment and enhance our quality of life, and
who could not like the fact that nearly half
is paid by out-of-state residents?

His plan is the best financial response to
New Jersey’s long- and short-term needs
any of us have seen. Financial restructuring,
when coupled with ongoing substantial cost
reduction and control, will save our state for
our children and our children’s children.
We should recognize that his plan is not just
about numbers, it’s about priorities and
responsibility.

New Jersey has one of the highest debt
burdens in the country, with $32 billion in
bonded debt. As a result, every man, woman
and child in New Jersey personally owns
$3,700 of bonded state debt, about three
times higher than the national average. This
state debt means that the first $860 paid in
individual state taxes goes to interest and
debt payments. New Jersey’s unfounded
pension obligations currently stand at $25
billion, with its future health-care costs for
retirees at $60 billion. This combination of
bonded debt and unfounded liabilities trans-
lates to a debt of $45,000 per household.

On behalf of the Governor, I want to
thank the people of Cranford and the others
who attended the meeting, who want to
work for our future and who are willing to
accept the tough choices needed to make
things right with state finances. Our future
quality of life could depend on it.

Assemblyman Joseph Cryan
Chairman, Dem. State Committee

Sen. Lesniak Comments
On Governor’s Meeting

In response to Governor Corzine’s
town-hall meeting [Cranford], the over-
whelming attendance at last week’s town-
hall meeting sent a strong message. The
residents of Union County are aware of
the Governor’s plan and are keeping a
watchful eye on the process. While the
Governor presented a thorough plan, it
still needs to be vetted by the state legis-
lature to ensure that our constituents’ best
interests are served.

Sen. Ray Lesniak
(LD-20, Union)If There Was Ever a Time to Get

Informed, It’s Now, It’s Urgent
N.J. Governor Jon Corzine gave a magnificent

performance last Wednesday in Cranford and stayed
on cue almost all of the time, even when faced with
a two-hour hostile question-and-answer session with
citizens that followed his performance. He was
knocked off his script only twice by citizens who
pressed him for the truth.

Rattled into candor, he turned away and retorted
under his breath, nevertheless still audible in the
sound system. These few seconds provided a telling
view of the real situation, and, to the discerning
listener, raised grave doubts about the sincerity of his
well-choreographed presentation.

When pressed about when New Jersey govern-
ment will be forced into default, he said, I think we’re
there now.” He said New Jersey’s government faces
a problem of credibility and that the state has no way
to know where the $8 billion of the School Construc-
tion Corp. (SCC) went.

We believe the Governor’s “debt-reduction” plan
and his 21-county road show misdirect citizens
(including newspapers and other media) into believ-
ing that onerous toll increases, along [with] magic
financial schemes, will solve the crisis. It will do
none of that, and matters will get worse with this
proposal, in our view. Naturally, the vested interests
of those who have led us to this calamity support the
plan. You and we are alone.

Lawyers and financiers stand to gain hundreds of
millions of dollars on fees to be paid for by the
taxpayers.

Deserving employees, teachers, police and work-
ers are being given promises that can’t be met, and
they are scared, some are outraged. There’s no
money in the bank accounts. The state is broke.

This is not a fun message. Real fixes are needed;
otherwise, no one except insiders will get anything,
and the system will collapse. It can be done, but
everyone is faced with giving something to the

emergency. The burden of the fix must be spread
across the board with a great degree of balance. The
first step is to acknowledge the problem.

To make a dent in the $32 billion of bond debt, a
mix of spending cuts, toll hikes, income and gasoline
taxes will be on the table by lawmakers [in]the next
few weeks. But, that won’t be enough to deal with the
additional $60 to $80 billion of pensions, benefits
and healthcare liabilities. The system will have to be
changed to be in line with that of private industry.

For government to gain credibility, double dipping
and all other forms of malfeasance in government
must be stopped. Ill-begotten gains must be recov-
ered, and undeserved/unfair benefits must be termi-
nated. Although the Governor says the dollars in-
volved are not significant enough to make a big
difference on the balance sheet, the symbolic value
is immeasurable. Otherwise, how can all others be
asked to give?

The effects and the fixes will, and must, involve all
taxing entities – state, county, local and schools. We
are forced to revamp the way we do things — now,
and in the future.

If there was ever a time for you to get informed, it’s
now, it’s urgent – and you must become active. The
“average Joe” is on the outside of the current decision-
making and receives little of the benefits, but is
exclusively on the inside when it comes to the burden
of the bills. We’ve published the slides of the Governor’s
presentation on pages 6 and 7. Please study them.
We’ve also made an Open Public Records Act (OPRA)
request for a copy of the video of his presentation and
the public’s questions in Cranford. If we get this video,
we will stream it on the Internet and provide copies to
local TV stations. Please watch it.

It’s not time for despair, but as Yogi says, “A
million here and a million there, sooner or later
you’re talking about real money.” We think
$100,000,000,000 is real money.

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Limaceous – Like a snail or slug
2. Phare – A lighthouse
3. Spodogenous – Having the charac-

ter of waste matter
4. Latigo – Spanish strap with which a

saddle girth is adjusted

PLAGA
1. In zoology, a colored band or streak
2. Small number; insufficiency
3. The barbed iron head of a dart or

arrow
4. An infection causing pernicious clot-

ting of blood
PANDY

1. Range of vision or sight
2. To punish by striking the hand with

a cane
3. To please, charm or delight
4. A nickname

GEORDIE
1. A miner or a miner’s safety lamp
2. A battle ax or mace
3. Private road or lane
4. A scallop or large mollusk

DACOIT
1. A member of a gang of robbers in

India or Burma
2. Nomadic; roving
3. A laborer; member of the working

class
4. Given to debate or dispute

Last week I listened to a presentation to
revitalize our township’s [Scotch Plains]
downtown business district. As many of
you are aware, I have been a proponent
and advocate to stimulate our business
districts. I continue to believe that revital-
izing our business districts is an impor-
tant goal for our township.

With that thought, I am delighted that
our mayor is now revisiting the needs of
our business districts, but what I object to
is his imposing his position and will. I
believe your council should endeavor to
be a consensus builder, listening atten-
tively and respectfully to those with posi-
tions and views related to this matter.

Revitalizing our downtown should not
be mired in politics; a revitalized down-
town is an important asset for our entire

community. A successful and vibrant busi-
ness community is beneficial for many
reasons, foremost of which is the poten-
tial for improving residential property
values.

Notwithstanding, as with any bold ini-
tiative, it will not come about overnight
and certainly not through the passage of
an ordinance imposed on those directly
affected. It will require a dedicated com-
mitment on behalf of our township and
business community working together to
develop realistic goals, achievable objec-
tives over realistic timeframes that result
from thoroughly considering and vetting
community and business needs.

Kevin Glover
Councilman, Scotch Plains

I have argued in other venues that the
financial problems facing New Jersey are
systemic, extending across all three branches
of government. The most egregious ex-
ample has been the $6 BILLION (my em-
phasis) squandered by the Schools Con-
struction Corporation, fueled by expansive
interpretations of the State Constitution by
the State Supreme Court as to school-fund-
ing requirements and bonding without ref-
erendum.

At Governor Jon Corzine’s Town Hall
Meeting in Cranford, I proposed an ap-
proach to reform, encompassing (as a start):

1. True zero-based budgeting based on
his own template for shutting down non-
essential services in 2006. After all, if some-
thing is inessential why is the state doing it?

2. Simple mechanisms for recall peti-
tions and the placement of initiatives on the
ballot for referendum.

3. A constitutional amendment to strictly
narrow the state’s role in education to its
availability to a specified standard from a
specified age to a specified age – and noth-
ing more.

To his credit, Governor Corzine was

forthright in his opposition to recall peti-
tions and initiative-and-referendum, believ-
ing that grievances can be redressed ad-
equately through the electoral process.

He observed that his upcoming budget
cuts would be close to zero-based budget-
ing without acknowledging the difference
in approach (i.e., incremental cuts instead
of looking de novo at what the state is doing
and why). He responded to the question
about Abbott funding in terms of incremen-
tal benefit while ignoring its costs and waste.

As I write this, a report in another news-
paper* notes that “(a) poll released...showed
stiff public resistance to the plan. But the
Democratic Governor got a new round of
endorsements from leaders in business,
unions and education – as well as some
Republicans.”

Those with a stake in the status quo are
being represented and are defending it. What
about YOUR stake in New Jersey’s future?

*“Corzine’s toll plan finds more sup-
port,” Star-Ledger, January 31, 2008, pg.
21, second paragraph.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Resident Offers Suggestions for Cost
Savings on Corzine’s Financial Plan

Thank you for the opportunity to provide
suggestions for cost savings on Governor
Jon Corzine’s Financial Restructuring and
Debt Reduction Plan.

I had previously supplied some of these
and your paper saw fit to print them earlier.
It is a shame that the governor did not see fit
to even respond with a “Thank you.”

1. Impose taxes on legal services. Since
the lawyers got us into the problem, let’s
have them help bail us out.

2. When there is snow, it is mentioned
that non-essential state employees stay
home. This of course is amazing, when we
taxpayers have to slog it in to and from work
to pay their salaries. I would take this list and
cut it by 20 percent or so.

3. Cut out any new tax spending. This
would mean no pre-K schooling, don’t give
any additional funding to the schools and
cancel the “smoke and mirrors” tax rebate.

4. Keep spending flat to schools and
municipals governments, but to stop them
from passing on the shortfall to us via
property taxes, mandate that their budgets
remain at zero growth. No loopholes are to
be permitted.

5. Since our legislature has failed to
address the situation, they are not earning
their money. Therefore, they should forgo
any payment for salary, benefits or ex-
penses. Let’s see how many want to serve
the people or themselves at that point.

6. End Pay to Play at all levels of govern-
ment.

7. End dual-office holding immediately.
8. End PAC money for election funds (I

would not hold my breath on this one).
9. Provide for Initiative and Referen-

dum.
10. Make any public official’s salary

approved by the voting public when it is
over a certain figure. A number such as
$80,000 a year comes to mind.

11. Make it mandatory that all meetings
that relate to public funds, policy, etc., be
public knowledge via video filming and
notes of meeting. These should be available
on the Internet and posted in a public place(s).

12. Move school-board and budget elec-
tions from April to November, when more
people have a habit of voting.

13. When contracts come due for public
employees, only negotiate benefits and sala-
ries in line with the private sector. Natu-
rally, there will be significant refusal and
they will call for arbitration. We must find
a way out and direct hire. Ronald Reagan
broke the air traffic controllers union, why
can’t we do it?

14. Remove all caps on spending from

the schools and municipalities preventing
private citizens from donating money in
support for their interests.

15. Restrict the budget rise to in the state,
counties, municipalities and schools to the
Consumer Price Index (CPI) or some other
scale.

16. Revise the way schools are funded. In
particular, waive any property-tax respon-
sibility of senior citizens for the schools.
Naturally, should they [seniors] have chil-
dren, then they would be taxed as younger
families.

17. Make it mandatory that when the
state dictates that a county, municipality or
school system expend monies for a pro-
gram or the like, the state is to fund it 100
percent. Should the state not, those taxing
agencies cannot pass the deficit on to the
taxpayers. In particular, the local organiza-
tions should have money in hand before
they commit to spending it.

18. Petition the federal government to do
the same, naturally adding the state to the
list in this case.

19. Pursue monies that were misspent
with the idea of recouping as much as
possible.

20. Revise retirement age in line with the
private sector.

21. Revise pensions to the equivalent of
the private sector.

22. It’s absurd that taxpayers such as
senior citizens pick up the tab for “Special
Ed” students, when their parents can better
afford to pay for this service. Therefore, I
propose that parents’ income be evaluated
to see if they can afford to pay for their
“Special Ed” children before any taxpayer
pays a dime.

23. Institute a voucher system for schools.
It is more important that the children be
educated than maintain cash flow to school
systems to keep up their budgets funded.

24. Allow the public to remove any state
judge when the public deems that he or she
has lost the public trust.

25. The “Authorized Un-issued Debt” is
to be “Unauthorized.”

26. Any plan that encompasses a wide
spectrum must be put in front of the people
for a vote.

27. Without knowing what the line items
are, it is hard to address any particular item.
In order to review the budget, the state must
put the detailed working budget on the
Internet; print it in the local newspaper or
the like.

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Leader/Times Sets
Internship Program

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times invite area college
and high-school students with an interest in
journalism and newspaper operations to
apply to the 2008 Summer Internship Pro-
gram. The longstanding program will be
divided into two types of part-time, paid
internships: staff interns and correspondent
interns.

The staff intern program will accept a
limited number of students to work along-
side the office staff in a work/study environ-
ment with hands-on assignments involving
operations, writing, photography,
copyediting, graphic design, layout, video,
communications and the Internet.

The correspondent intern program will
accept a limited number of students to un-
dertake reporting assignments, such as cov-
ering local meetings and events for publica-
tion.

The newspaper staff will guide the in-
terns on journalistic standards and account-
ability. The staff intern program will require
greater time, while the correspondent pro-
gram will be more flexible. Applicants may
apply to either or both programs. The news-
paper advisory committee will complete the
selection process by early spring. Applica-
tion to the program must be done online at
goleader.com/internship before by March
8. Early registration is recommended.


