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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Women’s Pol. Caucus
To Install Officer Sate
WESTIELD — The Union County

Women’s Political Caucus, a biparti-
san organization devoted to the pro-
motion of women to elected and ap-
pointed office, will elect and install
its new officer slate at 6:30 p.m. on
Monday, February 11, in the commu-
nity room of the Westfield Municipal
Building, 425 East Broad Street.

The nominating committee is pre-
senting the following slate: president,
Michel Bitritto of Summit, Demo-
crat; first vice president in charge of
finance, Diane Barabas of Westfield,
Republican; second vice president in
charge of membership, Lenore Scurry
of Westfield, Democrat; treasurer,
Cheryl Popielarski of Springfield,
Democrat; secretary, Deborah Stroud-
McElveen of Hillside, Democrat; and
parliamentarian/bylaws chairwoman,
Lauren Falk of Westfield, Republi-
can.

Also on the slate are state delegate
Elizabeth Cox of Summit, Republi-
can; alternate state delegate, Joanne
Rajoppi of Union, Democrat; coun-
sel, Clara Harelik of Springfield,
Democrat; and immediate past presi-
dent, Lorie Williams of Scotch Plains,
independent.

For further information, call Ms.

Giuliani and Edwards End
Campaigns for White House

Rudy Giuliani and John Edwards
have ended their Presidential bids.
Mr. Giuliani, in ending his quest for
the Republican nomination, an-
nounced his support for U.S. Senator
John McCain.

Mr. Edwards, a former U.S. Sena-
tor from North Carolina and the 2004
Vice-Presidential candidate, asked the
remaining Democratic candidates to
focus more on poverty, according to
CBS News.

Councilman Wants NYC
To Become 51st State

WCBS 880 has reported that New
York City Councilman Peter Vallone,
a Democrat from Queens, has re-
vived his 2003 legislation that calls
for New York City to become the
nation’s 51st state. He said New York
City pays $11 billion to Albany, New
York State’s capital, but receives less
than the other boroughs in terms of
services.

Matthew Boxer Takes Office
As First State Comptroller

Matthew Boxer of Bridgewater has
been sworn in as the state’s first ever-
state comptroller. He will have the
power to audit every level of govern-
ment in New Jersey. Prior to joining
the Corzine Administration as head
of the Governor’s Authorities Unit,
Mr. Boxer was an Assistant U.S. At-
torney in Newark, according to The
Star-Ledger.

Mercer County Dem Chair
Steps Down From Post

Mercer County Democratic Party
Chairman Richard McClellan has re-
signed from his post, politickernj.com
has reported.

Mercer County Dem Chair
Steps Down From Post

There is an effort to have Senator
Hillary Clinton select New Jersey
U.S. Senator Robert Mendendez as
her Vice-Presidential runningmate if
she wins her party’s nomination,
politickernj.com has reported. Rep.
Rob Andrews (D-1st Distict, Haddon
Heights). New Jersey has not pro-
duced a Vice President since Garrett
Hobart served under President Will-

iam McKinley from 1897 to 1899.
John F.X. Graham, the co-finance
chairman for the Clinton campaign,
launched the Menendez for Vice Presi-
dent Campaign.

Counties That Pay Most
In Tolls Would Benefit

New Jersey Commissioner of
Transportation Kris Kolluri said the
state would spend more than $42 bil-
lion on highway, bridge and transit
projects over the next 10 years if
Governor Jon Corzine’s restructur-
ing and debt-reduction plan was ap-
proved, according to The Star-Led-
ger. The plan includes toll increases
of 50 percent in 2010, 2014, 2018 and
2022.

Mr. Kolluri said those counties that
pay the most in tolls would receive
the highest “return on their invest-
ment,” The Ledger reported.

New Jersey Chamber
Supports Corzine Plan

The New Jersey Chamber of Com-
merce has endorsed the Governor’s
financial-restructuring plan to cut the
state’s $32 billion in bonded debt in
half. The chamber gave its approval
on the condition that the 75 years of
toll hikes go towards debt-reduction
and transportation-system improve-
ments, according to njbiz.com.

 Republican legislators expressed
anger at the endorsement during last
week’s annual Chamber-sponsored
train trip to Washington, D.C.

Elizabeth City Councilman
Mugged and Pistol-Whipped

Elizabeth City Councilman Frank
Cuesta, principal of the city’s
Alexander Hamilton Middle School,
was robbed at gunpoint and pistol-
whipped around the corner from
Elizabeth City Hall on January 19
after a night out in Roselle Park with
teachers from his school, according
to The Star-Ledger.

Mr. Cuesta sustained fractures to
his skull and right eye socket during
the attack, which occurred on
Dickinson Street around 1 a.m. He
was robbed of his wallet, keys, credit
cards and $1,000 in cash by the mug-
ger, according to the story. A teacher
who was with him was not injured. Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Kate Whitman Raises More Than
$200,000 in Her Bid for Congress

PEAPACK — In less than 30 days, Kate
Whitman, Republican candidate for Con-
gress in New Jersey’s 7th Congressional
District, said she has raised more than
$200,000 from a “broad array of supporters
confident in her ability to not only win the
Republican nomination and the General
Election for Congress, but also in her ability
to clean up Washington and help get our
country moving in the right direction again.”

“I am overwhelmed by, and very thank-
ful for ,the wide-spread support of my can-
didacy,” Ms. Whitman said. “I am glad to
see that our message of cutting taxes and
spending, being tough on immigration and
cleaning up Washington is resonating in
New Jersey.”

The candidate, the daughter of former
Governor Christine Whitman, said she has
contributed only the maximum allowable

by law, $4,600 per individual, and has not
loaned the campaign money.

More than 145 people have contributed
to Kate Whitman, with more than 100 people
contributing more than $100 and approxi-
mately 45 people contributing $100 or less.

 “I have garnered the support of taxpay-
ers from all walks of life and garnered
attention and support both locally and na-
tionally,” the candidate said.

“With this continued broad support, I
will be able to fully fund a campaign neces-
sary to beat liberal Democrat Linda Stender
in November and overcome all the liberal
special-interest money that will be thrown
into our neighborhoods in an effort to take
the Congressional seat away from Republi-
cans,” Ms. Whitman said.

More information about Ms. Whitman is
available at kateforcongress.com.

COURT OF HONOR…Mountainside Boy Scout Troop 177 held a Court of Honor
for its members in December at the Community Presbyterian Church to honor
those who advanced in rank and those who earned merit badges towards rank
advancement. Pictured, from left to right, are: First row, Rolla Wheaton, Advance-
ment/Eagle Coordinator; Peter Messler, Sean Hahner, Vincent Abbate, Ben Kinney,
Alexander Choma and Patrick Tedesco; second row, Alex McDonald and James
Patterson; third row, Scoutmaster Mark DiPietro; Assistant Scoutmaster Scott
Hahner, Russell Kinney, Stephen Hart, Liam Christoffers, David Jennings, Geoff
Barnes and Assistant Scoutmaster Brian Kinney. James Murdoch and Anthony
Werchas earned merit badges but were not present. Boy Scouts not pictured include
Peter Goggi, Tremearne Hotz, Ryan Hoy, Niko Karant and Sean Keane.

Asm. Merkt Calls Town-Hall
Meetings ‘Dog and Pony Show’

TRENTON — State Assemblyman
Richard Merkt (LD-25, Randolph) said
Thursday that Governor Jon Corzine’s
decision to roll out an “ever-growing
list of Trenton insiders, lobbyists and
political operatives in support of his
800 percent toll hike plan” is an indi-
cation that the Governor “doesn’t care
what the average New Jersey taxpayer
thinks as long as he can muscle his
plan through the Legislature in Tren-
ton.

“Governor Corzine can secure the
endorsement of any number of lob-
byists and former political mouth-
pieces, and it still doesn’t mean the
people of New Jersey support his
scheme,” Mr. Merkt said. “It seems
like every day that (Governor) Corzine
rolls out some Trenton insider en-
dorsement for his plan his poll num-
bers, and public support for the pro-
posal drops even further.”

Mr. Corzine announced the sup-
port of the executive board of the
New Jersey Chamber of Commerce.

“He rolled out the support of an
advocacy group to support the plan
that will be headed by a chief of staff
for the state Department of Transpor-
tation. He also touted support for his
plan by two former Republican po-
litical spokesmen. At the same time,
a Fairleigh Dickinson University-Pub-
lic Mind poll released this week
showed New Jersey residents oppose
the plan by a 59 to 33 percent margin,
and the poll also showed that (Mr.)
Corzine’s approval rating for his per-
formance as Governor has dropped to
41 percent.”

“Governor Corzine can see that the
public overwhelmingly opposes his
plan, but his intention is to ram this
plan through the Legislature by play-
ing the inside game,” Mr. Merkt said.
“The Governor’s town meetings are
nothing more than dog and pony
shows that were never intended to

solicit public input – at least not any
public input to which the Governor
chooses to listen.”

Mr. Merkt serves on an Assembly
Republican task force that will be
traveling around the state to solicit
public input on the Governor’s pro-
posal and to listen to alternative ideas
offered by the taxpayers.

According to information provided
by the Office of Legislative Services
(OLS), Mr. Merkt said the Governor’s
plan would cost New Jersey more
than $196 billion in future toll-road
revenue over the life of the plan.

“It is plain to see that Mr. Corzine’s
toll-hike-and-bonding scheme is an
awful idea,” Mr. Merkt said.
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8000 Fellowship Road • Basking Ridge, NJ • 07920

❑ Please call me to arrange a private tour.

Equal Housing Opportunity

Without the responsibilities of your home, you are now free to enjoy 

an engaging lifestyle of activities and social programs with complete peace of mind.

Fellowship Village, a Continuing Care Retirement Community, offers upscale 

Independent Living with the assurance of on-site healthcare for those who have retired

but still want to enjoy all of the adventures life has to offer. Visit our beautiful 

community and find out why more people are calling Fellowship Village home.

Call 1-800-458-6715 or visit www.fellowshipvillage.org
for information or to schedule a tour.
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Computing & Digital Photography 

Creative Arts & Crafts 

Culinary Arts & Nutrition 

Dance & Fitness 

 Financial Strategies 

History 

Organization &Home Improvement  

Parenting 

Beginning & Intermediate Languages 

Naturalization and Immigration 

Music & Performing Arts 

Personal Growth, Health & Safety 

SAT & PSAT Preparation 

 

Travelogues, Trips & Excursions 

Writing & Publishing 

 Mahjong and Bridge 

                                      ! 

 
 

Call (908) 232-4050 
or visit us online  

www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool 
for catalog & registration forms. 

Register by mail or in person Mondays 
beginning February 25 

7:00  9:00 pm  
Westfield High School 

550 Dorian Road, Westfield, NJ 

Catalogs also available at local libraries and 
train stations. 

Spring Semester Starts March 3 
Many Classes Held Monday Evenings 

at Westfield High School 
Class Length & Start Dates Vary 

 

Please see our catalog or website for details. 

 

Senator Joe Pennacchio Calls for
The Resignation of Chamber President
The [New Jersey] Chamber of

Commerce’s endorsement of Governor
Corzine’s toll-and-borrow scheme is very
disappointing. For six and a half years, the
chamber has proven itself ineffective at
lobbying the Democrats against their over-
taxing, overspending and over-borrowing
ways. Their acceptance of the sale of our
roads, along with massive toll hikes, is
contrary to its mission as a business group,
which should promote economic growth
and fight higher taxes. The chamber’s en-
dorsement of this tax-hike scheme is the last
straw. I call on the Chamber of Commerce’s
board to request the resignation of Chamber
President William Marino.

The Governor’s toll-hike scheme will
devastate New Jersey’s already-imperiled
business community. An 800-percent in-
crease in tolls will not just hurt commuters,
it will inflate the cost of doing business in
New Jersey beyond its already outrageous
levels. It will also create a chilling effect on
all the warehouse space that has been built

along the Turnpike in the last decade. Rais-
ing the tolls will force these businesses to
close and force huge layoffs.

New Jersey needs a United States Sena-
tor who understands the tremendous bur-
den that the Governor’s toll-hike plan will
lay on motorists and businesses. If the Cham-
ber of Commerce cannot be counted on to
look out for New Jersey’s business commu-
nity, then it falls on its members and those
elected officials who care about the busi-
ness climate in New Jersey to demand
change.

I am asking current dues paying mem-
bers to resign from the Chamber and ask for
their money back. They will need it to pay
for the higher tolls.

Under Governor Corzine’s plan, tolls
would increase by 50 percent every four
years, beginning in 2010, bringing the cost
to a motorist paying $1.92 today to nearly
$10 by 2022.

Sen. Joe Pennacchio
 (LD-26, Florham Park)

WF Councilman Arena Reaches
Out to Constituents in Westfield

I wanted to take this time and thank those
of you who have reached out to me with
words of encouragement since being sworn
in to office earlier this year. Your kind
words and consideration mean a lot to me
and my wife, Lori.

During my campaign, I made a pledge to
always be available to hear your thoughts
and concerns. With that in mind, I have
developed a website with all my touch
points (councilmanfrankarena.com). This
includes my e-mail address and my phone
number, which are, respectively,
farena@westfieldnj.gov and (908) 518-
0659. In addition to my contact information
at this site, I also have links to other impor-
tant town sites that may be useful.

As your councilman, I will serve as the
council liaison to the Special Improvement
District Board (DWC), the council liaison
to the board of health, the vice chairman of
the Code Review and Town Property Com-
mittee and a member of the Public Safety,
Transportation and Parking Committee.

While on the topic of public safety, I want
to let you know of some changes that are
about to take place that should make our
streets a safer place, not only in Westfield,
but all around the state.

As you no doubt have heard, the distrac-
tions that a driver faces while talking on a

cell phone are enormous. Over the years, I
know that while driving, I have become
distracted during cell-phone conversations,
something that I’m sure many of you can
also relate to. In fact, some studies have
shown that a person driving while talking
on a cell phone can be more dangerous than
a drunk driver.

Under current law, cell-phone use is clas-
sified as a secondary offense. In other words,
if a law-enforcement official observes a
motorist operating a vehicle while talking
on a cell phone, the offending motorist must
be in violation of a primary offense in order
to receive a cell-phone summons.

I think it is very important for all drivers
in New Jersey to understand that the State of
New Jersey recently passed a new law that
takes effect in March, which classifies talk-
ing on a cell phone as a primary offense.
(It’s also worth mentioning that seatbelt
violations are now a primary offense.) Some
may see this new law as a bit too stringent,
but I am confident that this is an important
step to making our roads throughout the
state a safer place for all of us to travel.

I want to thank you again for the oppor-
tunity to serve the Town of Westfield, and
I look forward to hearing from you.

Frank Arena
First Ward Councilman
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Continued on Pages 4, 5 and 20


