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POLICE BLOTTER

Christina Hinke for TheScotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IN OPPOSITION…Charles Silverstein, left, traffic safety engineer for those
residents opposing a subdivision on Canterbury Road, speaks in opposition to the
location of a new driveway in the building plans before the Westfield Planning
Board on Monday night. The application calls for adding to the existing “Little
Gatehouse” and construction of a new home on the property. Pictured on the dais,
from left to right, are: board attorney Russell Finestein, board chairman Vincent
Wilt and board member Anthony Attanasio.

Westfield
Sunday, January 27, Terrance Nelson,

27, of Elizabeth was arrested on an
outstanding warrant from Elizabeth
following a motor-vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Hort Street. He was re-
leased after posting $500 bail.

Monday, January 28, Sybil Darby,
42, of Westfield was arrested at
Plainfield police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield warrant. She was
unable to post $355 bail and later was
transported to the Union County jail
pending a court appearance.

Tuesday, January 29, Paul Flores, 26,
of North Plainfield was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on a
Westfield warrant. He was released af-
ter posting $99 bail.

Tuesday, January 29, Lorrie
Mortarulo, 40, of Westfield was ar-
rested on the 600 block of Cumberland
Street and charged with theft by decep-
tion, theft of a credit card, use of a
stolen credit card and possession of
crack cocaine. Bail on these charges
was $2,500.

Mortarulo also was held on a shop-
lifting charge out of Watchung, with
bail of $2,000, and a Bridgewater war-
rant, with bail of $968. She was com-
mitted to the Union County jail in lieu
of bail.

Scotch Plains
Friday, February 1, an employee of a

Route 22 business reported that some-
one painted graffiti on the side of a
school.

Saturday, February 2, Michael
Cornacchia, 18, of Scotch Plains and
Timothy Leischer, 18, also of Scotch
Plains, were arrested and charged with
possession of marijuana after police
responded to a report of individuals
urinating on the front lawn of a resi-
dence.

According to police, were transported
to headquarters where they were pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, February 2, a resident of
Ramapo Way reported that someone
obtained his debit card information
without authorization and withdrew
several hundred dollars from his ac-
count.

Sunday, February 3, a resident of
Swans Mill Road reported being as-
saulted by a friend in the parking lot of
her apartment complex. According to
police, the victim does not know why
the friend punched her.

Sunday, February 3, Frederick
Bryant, 51, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with obstruction of justice
after police said he attempted to hide
under her dashboard to avoid talking to
an officer who pulled her over for a
traffic violation. According to police,
Bryant was transported to police head-
quarters where he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Sunday, February 3, Brian Goeke,
28, of Trenton was arrested and charged
with disorderly conduct after police
said he attempted to push a police of-
ficer and yelled obscenities after being
stopped for a motor-vehicle violation.

Fanwood
Wednesday, January 30, a South Av-

enue business owner reported that a
disgruntled patron smashed the glass
front door of his business. According to
police, the individual has been identi-
fied and charges are pending.

Sometime between Thursday, Janu-
ary 31 at 9 p.m. and 7 a.m. Friday,
February 1, a business on South Avenue
reported that someone broke into the
soda machine outside the business and
stole and unknown amount of change
from the machine.

Friday, February 1, Fritzner F.
Estiverne, 35, of Edison, was arrested
on an outstanding Fanwood warrant
after a motor-vehicle stop.

Friday, February 1, Dena Verrico,
20, of Morristown was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxicated
(DWI) after being stopped for erratic
driving and driving with severe damage
to her vehicle on Russell Road. Accord-
ing to police, she was transported to

headquarters where she was processed
and released.

Friday, February 1, Heriberto Lopez,
27, of Newark was arrested for an out-
standing Bloomfield warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop on Terrill Road.

Saturday, February 2, Peter J. Kowal,
21, of Rahway was arrested and charged
with DWI, possession of marijuana,
possession of a controlled dangerous
substance (CDS) in a vehicle, and pos-
session of an open container of alcohol
in a vehicle after a motor-vehicle stop
for erratic driving on Portland Avenue.

Jeremy W. Hall, 21, of Roselle, a
passenger in the vehicle was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana and having an open container of
alcohol in a vehicle. Reygustin
Montesdeoca, 20, of Woodbridge, a
passenger in the vehicle, was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana, possession of an open container
of alcohol in a vehicle, as well as pos-
session of alcohol under the age of 21.
All three individuals were processed
and released to a responsible adult.

Saturday, February 2, Anthony L.
Ball, 51, of Garwood was arrested on
outstanding warrants out of East Or-
ange, Westfield, and Newark after a
motor-vehicle stop on South Avenue.
According to police, he was also
charged with possession of heroin, pos-
session of a CDS, possession of a CDS
paraphernalia and hindering apprehen-
sion. Ball is being held on $12,000 bail
after being transported to the Union
County jail, police said.

Sunday, February 3, Brian Fitzgerald,
27, of Fanwood was arrested and
charged with DWI after a motor-ve-
hicle stop. According to police, he was
transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released to a respon-
sible adult.

Monday, February 4, Charles G.
Diggs, 44, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor-
vehicle stop on Terrill Road. According
to police, he was transported to head-
quarters where he was processed and
released to a responsible adult.

Monday, February 4, Chukwudi N.
Nwosu, 27, of Orange was arrested for
an outstanding Orange warrant after a
motor-vehicle stop.

Monday, February 4, Charone S.
Shivers, 4, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding Fanwood warrant after
a motor-vehicle stop.

Mountainside
Friday, February 1, a resident of

Sunny Slope Drive reported that some-
one broke into his vehicle and attempted
to steal the radio. According to police,
another vehicle parked unlocked in the
driveway was also rummaged through
and the radio was pulled out from its
original position but not removed.

Friday, February 1, Altarese K. Wil-
son, 31, of Newark, was arrested at the
Bergen County jail for an outstanding
Mountainside warrant in the amount of
$900.

Saturday, February 2, Sara J. Garcia-
Maury, 47, of Paterson, was arrested
for driving with a suspended license
after being stopped for failure to ob-
serve a traffic signal. She was also
charged with an outstanding warrant
out of Newark in the amount of $531.

Saturday, February 2, Jorge L. Lopez-
Ramirez, 33, of Plainfield was arrested
for an outstanding warrant out of
Cranford in the amount of $100.

Sunday, February 3, Adham El-
Sherbeini, 21, of Westfield, was ar-
rested for an outstanding warrant out of
Mountainside in the amount of $839.
He was transported to headquarters by
the Roselle Police Department.

Sunday, February 3, a resident of
Stony Brook Lane reported that as the
Giants went in for what would be the
winning touchdown in a 17-14 win
over the 18-0 New England Patriots in
Super Bowl XLII, he jumped off the
couch in amazement and injured his
right knee. According to police, he was
transported to Overlook Hospital by
the rescue squad.

Plea Deal Fails to Bring
Closure for Victim’s Friend

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – Stephen Bogart’s
friend, Helen Rentoulis, said this week
that she is not completely satisfied with
the three-year sentence facing Janet
Garcia, Richard Garcia and Lucia
Heinz, all of whom pled guilty last
week for defrauding Westfield resident
Stephen Bogart out of his life savings.

“Unfortunately, I think they got off
way too easy,” said Ms. Rentoulis.

Ms. Rentoulis, owner of Vicki’s
Diner, became friendly with Mr. Bogart
when he began to stop by the diner
twice a day for meals.

It was during one of these visits that
Ms. Rentoulis first met Richard Garcia.
Ms. Rentoulis said that she noticed
something peculiar about the relation-
ship between Mr. Bogart and Mr.
Garcia, who claimed he was helping
Mr. Bogart pay his bills.

“You just get a funny feeling some-
times with people and I never shook it,”
said Ms. Rentoulis.

Ms. Rentoulis’ concern grew when
Mr. Bogart’s diner visits became less
frequent. Ms. Rentoulis said when she
called Mr. Bogart to check on him, he
said that he was fine and was using
groceries that Mr. Garcia had brought

him.
Ms. Rentoulis reached out to police

after Mr. Bogart’s visits to her diner
stopped last year. Soon an investigation
was opened. Police found that Mr.
Garcia had deceived Mr. Bogart, whose
sight was failing, into signing checks
payable to him. The police also found
that Mr. Garcia’s girlfriend, Lucia
Heinz, obtained an ATM card to Mr.
Bogart’s account, and Mr. Garcia con-
vinced Mr. Bogart to grant Janet Garcia,
Mr. Garcia’s mother, power of attorney.

“They were stealing everything that
the man had,” Ms. Rentoulis said. “They
were trying to sell the man’s house…this
could only have ended badly.”

Mr. Garcia, along with his mother
and his girlfriend were indicted in Sep-
tember. Ms. Garcia pled guilty to con-
spiracy to commit theft and Mr. Garcia
and Heinz each pled guilty to two counts
of theft. Sentencing is in April and they
could face up to three years in jail. They
must also repay $120,000, in addition
to some funds already returned, before
sentencing.

 “I don’t think justice was served en-
tirely,” said Ms. Rentoulis. “I’m just
happy that he’s [Mr. Bogart] okay. That
was our only intention. Nothing more,
nothing less.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Governor Tells County of
NJ State Fiscal Crisis

escalate to $36 billion before the next
gubernatorial election in 2009. This
debt is “crowding out education,
health care, property tax relief and
senior services,” he said, and “trans-
lates into $10,200 owed by each and
every household.” In total, the com-
bination of bonded debt and unfunded
liabilities adds up to a debt of $45,000
per household, the Governor reported.

The Governor said his proposed
non-profit, public benefit corporation
(PBC) would manage the day-to-day
operations of the toll roads, but not
own the roads. The PBC would pay
$40 billion to the state now for the
right to all of the highway tolls over
the next 75 years.

The Governor said $16 billion of
the $40 billion from the PBC would
immediately be spent to reduce
bonded debt (currently $32 billion),
with the remainder spent to expand
highways and for construction of a
second commuter rail tunnel under
the Hudson River, as well as fixing
bridges and resurfacing roadways.

The new PBC would have its own
independent, non-political board of
directors, with oversight by the attor-
ney general and a citizens’ oversight
board, the Governor explained.

Members of the audience raised
concerns regarding oversight of the
revenues to ensure that the PBC does
not become another bankrupt entity
like the New Jersey Schools Con-
struction Corporation (SCC). The
Governor acknowledged that the state
has no way to account for where the
$8 billion of the SCC funds went.

The Governor said, “There is no
general obligation…there’s no moral
obligation on the part of the State of
New Jersey for the debt of the PBC.”

Governor Corzine also promised a
frequent-driver program to offset the
burden of the proposed toll increases
on small businesses and frequent com-
muters.

The Governor said that toll rates in
New Jersey have not kept pace with
inflation. He also said average tolls in
New Jersey are considerably lower
than the average toll costs of driving
on major highways in other states.

He said other options to his plan
would be an across-the-board, 20-

Maria Woehr for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IMPROVEMENTS COMING…Members of the Scotch Plains Recreation Com-
mission discuss the Southside Field improvement project at Monday night’s
meeting.

percent increase in income tax, a 30-
percent increase in sales tax or a 45-
to 50-cent gas tax on every gallon of
gasoline. Along with this, he said
annual spending cuts of $2.5 billion
would be necessary in addition to
denying $2.5 billion in increases in
this year’s budget.

The Governor said he believed these
other options were bad for the
economy and could damage the abil-
ity of government to adequately pro-
vide services. He repeated his state-
ment from his State of the State ad-
dress, “Pigs will fly over the State-
house before there’s a realistic level
of new taxes or spending cuts that can
fix this mess.”

Members of the public suggested
raising fees and taxes, raising the
gasoline tax or a graduated state in-
come tax to replace the property tax
system.

Several citizens criticized the Gov-
ernor for not adequately responding
to their attempts to contact his office,
but now claiming his office was open
to suggestions and input from citi-
zens.

One audience member stated that
this proposal sounded like a done
deal, despite the Governor’s request
for other suggestions to solve the
state’s fiscal problems.

In his presentation, the Governor
said that the average trip on the Turn-
pike currently costs $1.21. Under the
proposed schedule, that same trip
would increase to $2.05 in 2010, $3.46
by 2014, $5.84 by 2018, $9.86 by
2022 and $12.50 by 2033, plus the
cost of inflation.

Breaking down the projected rev-
enues that the toll increases will gen-
erate, the Governor outlined the pro-
ceeds as follows: $10 billion to elimi-
nate existing debt on the toll roads
and to create the appropriate bond
reserves; $4 billion in a capital re-
serve for toll road improvements and
road-widening; an upfront payment
in the range of $18 to $24 billion to
reduce state debt and fund transpor-
tation improvements.

This town hall-style meeting was
the sixth of the Governor’s scheduled
21 appearances – one for each county
in New Jersey.

David Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PEEKING BEAUTIES...Lauren Corbin of Scotch Plains shows the tension with
her mother, Karen Gruman, and the rest of the crowd on Sunday as the Giants are
about to score the winning touchdown in the Super Bowl.

McCain, Clinton Winners
In New Jersey Pres. Primary

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Times

AREA — On a night that saw U.S.
Senator John McCain pad his delegate
lead with wins in California and New
York, and Senator Hillary Clinton and
Senator Barack Obama split states and
delegates, Sen. McCain and Sen.
Clinton were victorious in New Jersey.
Thirty-seven percent or 99,481 of Union
County’s 263,756 registered voters par-
ticipated in the Presidential Primary.

The total delegates count, as of press
deadline yesterday, for the Democratic
Presidential nomination had Sen.
Clinton with a 900-824 edge of Sen.
Obama, according to
realclearpolitics.com. A total of 2,205
delegates are needed for the party’s
nomination.

Sen. McCain had a lead of 604 to 224
over former Massachusetts Governor
Mitt Romney. Former Arkansas Gover-
nor Mike Huckabee had 187 delegates.
A total of 1,192 delegates are needed
for the GOP nomination.

Sen. McCain nearly doubled Mr.
Romney’s vote total, taking 55 percent
of the vote and earning all 52 of New
Jersey’s delegates in the “winner-take-
all” Republican primary. Sen. Clinton’s
victory took 54 percent of the vote,
compared with 44 percent for Sen.
Obama. Under the Democratic primary
rules, New Jersey’s delegates will be
distributed in proportion to these per-
centages.

On the Democratic side, Sen. Obama
won Westfield over Sen. Clinton, 2,515-
2,296; Scotch Plains, 2,015-1,597; and
Fanwood, 675-536. Sen. Clinton won
Mountainside, 441-370; and Garwood,
298-140.

For the GOP, Sen. McCain won
Westfield with 1,880 votes to Mr.
Romney’s 972 tallies and Mike
Huckabee’s 124 ballots. The results in
Mountainside were Sen. McCain, 453;
Mr. Romney, 325; Mr. Huckabee, 47.
Sen. McCain took Scotch Plains with
1,193 tallies to Mr. Romney’s 560 and
Mr. Huckabee’s 127. Fanwood voters
gave Sen. McCain 393 votes, Mr. Rom-
ney 249 tallies and Mr. Huckabee 45
votes. Sen. McCain won Garwood with
145 votes to 68 tallies for Mr. Romney
and 31 votes for Mr. Huckabee.

According to election results, turn-
outs were 41 percent in Westfield, 38
percent in Mountainside, 39 percent in
Scotch Plains, 41 percent in Fanwood
and 29 percent in Garwood.

Neither result produced much sur-
prise from local party leaders. Phil

Morin, chairman of the Union County
Republican Committee, said he felt Mr.
McCain benefited from the support of
former New York Mayor Rudy Giuliani,
who dropped his presidential bid last
week.

“The Senator’s biggest competition
was Mayor Giuliani and once he got out
of the race all those voters probably
went to Senator McCain,” Mr. Morin
said. “It was expected to be a strong
victory and it was.”

Although he was not surprised by
Sen. Clinton’s victory, Assemblyman
Joe Cryan, (LD-20, Union), chairman
of the Democratic State Committee,
said he was pleased with the voter turn-
out. More than one million voters cast
their ballots in the Democratic primary,
and Assemblyman Cryan said he be-
lieves this is an indicator of the party’s
strength.

“The one surprise for us was the
amount of turnout,” Assemblyman
Cryan said. “They’ll be over a million,
or close to, that voted today. That’s the
largest in history. That was really good
news for the party.”

With nearly 60 percent of New
Jersey’s voters not registered with ei-
ther major political party (including
almost 142,000 voters in Union County
alone), appealing to unaffiliated voters
was a key strategy on both sides.

For Republicans, Mr. Morin said that
their strategy boiled down to reaching
out to unaffiliated voters “more than
anything, just to remind them of the fact
that they’re [was] a presidential pri-
mary on February 5.”

With New Jersey, a semi-open pri-
mary, there was some confusion over
the ability of unaffiliated voters to par-
ticipate. Although voters needed to be a
party member to participate in
Tuesday’s primaries, unaffiliated vot-
ers had the option of declaring their
party affiliation that day.

“A lot of what we’ve been doing is
simply getting out the world to unaffili-
ated voters that they can vote in the
primary,” said Kimberly Allen, a
spokesperson for the Obama campaign.
“That’s a big key in reaching them.”

A total of 121,748 votes were cast in
Union County, according to the county
website. Sen. McCain won handily, tak-
ing 57 percent of the vote compared
with 29 percent for Mr. Romney. On the
Democratic side, Senator Obama car-
ried the county by three points over
Senator Clinton, 51 to 48 percent, re-
spectively.

Paul J. Peyton contributed to this
report.

WF BOE Discusses Budget,

Approves Teachers’ Pay Hike
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD — During its fourth
budget meeting Tuesday, the Westfield
Board of Education discussed its 2008-
2009 proposed $23,578,314 general
education budget, presented by Anita
O’Neal, interim assistant superinten-
dent for curriculum and instruction.

The general education budget for
kindergarten through grade 12, repre-
sents an increase of 2.17 percent over
last year. “This represents 31 percent of
our overall budget,” Business Adminis-
trator Robert Berman said.

Though the total budget increased, no
new staff is proposed. Further, kinder-
garten is losing one staff member from
last year due to the board’s decision to
consolidate classes, officials said.

There is a general flat rate of staff
over last year due to favorable class
sizes, which had no overall significant
change over last year.

Salaries for 2008-2009 are
$23,578,314, which Mr. Berman said
does not include such positions as prin-
cipals or guidance counselors, nor does
it include technology, music and art
teachers. These positions are included
in other budgets.

The board approved a two-year teach-
ers’ contract with the Westfield Educa-
tion Association (WEA) at the meeting
Tuesday night. The contract, effective
July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2010,
provides for an annual increase of 3.9
percent. The previous three-year con-
tract included salary increases of 4 per-
cent, beginning June 30, 2005.

School officials said the new con-
tract is below county and state aver-
ages, which are 4.29 percent and 4.6
percent, respectively.

The proposed budget breakdown is
as follows: elementary, $10,639,675;
intermediate, $5,430,454, and high

school, $8,370,868. All include the cost
of salaries.

The budget item, staff training and
supplies, at the high school budget are
up 400 percent, at $2,250, over the
previous year. Superintendent of
Schools Margaret Dolan said the prior
year only had a cost of $450, which she
said is low. She said a wellness training
session would be added to teach about
the stresses kids are under and how
teachers can help.

Overall, board members said they
feel crunched for time in getting out the
budgets to the state. “This is a difficult
time and the abbreviated schedule is
making it so much worse,” Board Presi-
dent Ginny Leiz said.

The next budget meeting on Tues-
day, February 12, at 8 p.m. will focus on
applications to the state, due Friday,
February 15.

Resident Mary Wisler asked the board
to consider adding a 30-hour driver-
training course for 10th and 11th grad-
ers.

“This is a number one life skill…our
teenagers will use driver training daily,”
said Ms. Wisler. She said the number
one cause of death for teenagers is
driving at excessive speeds.

Ms. Dolan said there are two or three
teachers certified to teach this course.

 However, scheduling conflicts is the
leading reason dissuading the offering
of this course, according to board mem-
ber Alice Hunnicutt.

Board member Anne Riegel said in-
cluding this course on the curricula
“was probably the most seriously ex-
plored than ever before.”

“I don’t think the discussion is over
yet,” Ms. Hunnicutt said.

The BOE announced that nominat-
ing petitions for candidacy to the board
are due by 4 p.m. on February 25.
School elections will be held April 15.

Gateway Chamber Honors
Companies of the Year

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Times

ELIZABETH — “At my age, when
people invite you to a dinner, it’s usu-
ally not to honor you as a small-busi-
ness [owner], it’s a retirement dinner,”
Eric Segal said. “I ain’t retiring, so
thank you.”

Mr. Segal, founder of Security Busi-
ness Solutions, spoke on January 29 at
the Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce’s annual dinner meeting.
His company, founded in 2002, was
named the chamber’s Small Business
of the Year.

“He (Segal) has committed so much
of himself to this organization,” said
James Coyle, Gateway Regional Cham-
ber of Commerce president. “I’m re-
ally honored to be able to present him
with the Small Business of the Year
Award.”

The 96th installment of the meeting,
held at the Newark Airport Hotel in
Elizabeth, honored two other busi-
nesses. Wine Library was named Me-
dium-sized Business of the Year, and
Verizon was named Large Business of
the Year.

“It’s their commitment to support
the chamber and their activities to
the larger regional community,” said
Mr. Coyle of the basis of the awards.

Founder Sasha Vaynerchuk and his
son, Gary, accepted the award on behalf
of the Wine Library. With both a store in
Springfield and a website, Wine Li-
brary is able to reach customers through-
out the country with its selection of
liquors and wines.

Additionally, Gary, who serves as
the company’s director of operations,
maintains a vlog (video blog) of his
wine reviews on the Wine Library TV
website. He said his site attracts close
to 40,000 viewers a day.

Mr. Vaynerchuk thanked the employ-
ees of Wine Library for their contribu-
tions to the company during his accep-

tance speech.
“Without them (the Wine Library

family) it would not be possible to
receive this award tonight,” Mr.
Vaynerchuk said.

The Large Business of the Year Award
was presented to Verizon. The com-
pany was cited for creating jobs and its
charitable efforts throughout the state.

“Verizon, everyday, is about helping
families find financial stability by pro-
viding jobs and opportunities for em-
ployment throughout the state,” said
James Horne Jr., chief executtve officer
of the United Way of Greater Union
County.

Verizon employs more than 18,000
people in the state, and its FiOS TV
initiative created more than 1,000 jobs
in New Jersey.

The company’s Access New Jersey
program also provides schools and pub-
lic libraries with special Internet ser-
vice rates and free equipment, as well
as video-portal services.

Sam Delgado, vice president of Ex-
ternal Affairs for Verizon New Jersey,
accepted the award on behalf of the
company.

Each fall, the board of directors for
the chamber selects a dinner commit-
tee. This committee plans the dinner
and determines the honorees for the
year.

The chamber was in negotiations with
Democratic Presidential candidate
Barack Obama to serve as the event’s
keynote speaker, but Mr. Obama was
unable to attend due to campaign com-
mitments.

His absence did little to dampen the
spirits, as attendees enjoyed steaks
(courtesy of chamber member Costco),
wine (courtesy the Wine Library) and a
Presidential-trivia contest.

The Elizabeth Board of Education
received complimentary airline tickets
courtesy of Continental Airlines for
winning the contest.

The Gateway Regional Chamber of
Commerce represents more than 1,800
members, spanning Union, Essex,
Middlesex and Somerset counties.

See Governor’s Slides on
Pages 6 and 7.


