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of the Union County jail, to replace
former director Frank Crose.

Ownership of the Clark Reservoir
was passed from Clark Township to
Union County during a ceremony at
the Clark Municipal Building. Union
County purchased the land from the
township for $1.

Union County Manager George
Devanney released his executive bud-
get of $436.8 million, $255.3 million
of which would be raised in local
property taxes. County taxes would
jump $15.4 million or 6 percent under
the tax levy.

Members of golf associations at
Union County’s public golf courses
asked the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers not to privatize the county’s three
public golf courses after golf opera-
tions were $500,000 in the red in 2007.

Area
Officials of Muhlenberg Regional

Medical Center in Plainfield an-
nounced that they would file an appli-
cation with the state to close the 130-
year-old hospital.

New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine
described the current fiscal situation
as a “crisis” that has thrust the state
into virtual bankruptcy, during a town-
hall meeting at Union County College
in Cranford. He said the state has a
total of $115 billion in liability, in-
cluding $32 billion in bonded debt and
$60 billion in unsupported healthcare
obligations for government employ-
ees and retirees, including teachers,
police, firefighters, judges and many
others, which is growing at 10 percent
per annum.

Senators John McCain and Hillary
Clinton were victorious in New
Jersey’s Presidential Primary Election.
Thirty-seven percent, or 99,481, of
Union County’s 263,756 registered
voters participated in the primary.

NJ Transit announced the findings
of its Cross-County Connection study,
stating that although the proposed ex-
pansion of rail service between the
Raritan Valley line, Newark and Eliza-
beth has potential, additional funding
must be found for the project to ad-
vance out of its infancy.

Governor Jon Corzine unveiled a
$32.9-billion state budget, which he
said cuts spending for only the fourth
time since 1951 and eliminates 3,000
state jobs. He said the spending plan is
$500 million below the previous year’s
budget.

MARCH
Westfield

The planning board approved a sub-
division, with variances, at 200 Can-
terbury Lane, better known as the
“Little Gatehouse” property. The ap-
plication was approved on the condi-
tion that property owner Julie Marsella
does not demolish the gatehouse within
five years or for the remainder of her
time occupying the house, whichever
is greater.

John List, the Westfield man who
murdered his wife, three children and
mother in 1971, in their Hillside Av-
enue home, died at St. Francis Medi-
cal Center in Trenton at the age of 82.
He served 18 years of a life sentence at
New Jersey State Prison in Trenton.

Scotch Plains
The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of

Adjustment unanimously approved an
application to open the township’s first
bed-and-breakfast. Michael Tatsch
first appeared before the board in Janu-
ary, seeking a use variance to convert
part of his home at 233 Union Avenue
into a three-room bed-and-breakfast
that he and his wife would operate.

Fanwood
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and

the borough council introduced a pro-
posed municipal budget that would re-
quire a tax increase of about 29 percent
to finance. Appropriations totaled nearly
$8.5 million, of which $5.9 million would
be raised in local taxes, a $1.3 million
hike from last year.

Union County
The Union County Freeholders’ fis-

cal affairs committee began budget
meetings with department heads in an
effort to trim an estimated $15.4-mil-
lion tax increase to fund a $414-mil-
lion county budget.

County Prosecutor Ted Romankow
requested $250,000 in funding to re-
place three counselors who had re-
signed in the Victim-Witness Advo-
cacy Unit. He said funding for county
victim advocate offices would drop
from $5.6 to $2.5 million under the
federal government’s proposed bud-
get cuts.

Area
Local municipalities criticized Gov-

ernor Jon Corzine’s proposal to merge
small towns with larger municipali-
ties. Mr. Corzine proposed a state bud-
get calling for a $190-million reduc-
tion in state aid given to municipali-
ties, known as the Consolidated Mu-
nicipal Property Tax Relief Aid pro-
gram, with small towns, those with
populations less than 10,000, taking
the hardest hit. The Governor’s plan
intended to prod small towns to find
ways to share services with neighbor-
ing communities, with the ultimate
goal to merge small towns with their
larger neighbors. Under his plan,
Garwood would lose $393,138 in state
aid, 51 percent of what the borough
received last year; Mountainside would
see a reduction of $249,939 in munici-
pal funding; Westfield would see a
drop in aid of $411,844 or 9 percent.

Mountainside and Garwood offi-
cials said they would fight any at-
tempts by Trenton to force them to
merge with other towns.

Union County unveiled its $39-mil-
lion, 72,000-square-foot Union
County Juvenile Detention Center in
Linden. The center has a capacity to
hold 76 detainees.

APRIL
Westfield

During its reorganization meeting,
the board of education unanimously
approved the appointment of Peter
Renwick as the new principal of
Westfield High School, effective July
1. Mr. Renwick formerly was assis-
tant principal at Montclair High School
for five years and, before that, taught
history for 10 years.

The board of education announced
that Audrey Zavetz would serve as the

first principal at the Early Childhood
Learning Center at Lincoln School,
earning a yearly salary of $109,000.

Westfield voters passed a
$75,086,661 school tax levy, repre-
senting a 4.59 percent increase from
2007. The budget was passed by a
tally of 2,553 to 1,352, with a turnout
of 19.9 percent. The total budget for
2008 was $86,585,234.

Re-elected, uncontested, to the board
of education were Alice Hunnicutt,
2,566 votes; Gary McCready, 2,492,
and Ann Ormsby Cary, 2,471.

David Martone resigned as chair-
man of the Downtown Westfield Cor-
poration (DWC) after he discovered
that the new location of his business
on South Avenue was outside the
boundaries of the town’s special im-
provement district, making him ineli-
gible for board membership.

A standing-room-only crowd of
about 80 downtown business owners
and landlords rallied against a pro-
posed increase in municipal parking
fines from $20 to $32. The event was
held at Jersey Mike’s Subs, operated
by Norman and Carol Greco.

Mountainside
The board of education promoted

Jeanette Baubles to chief school ad-
ministrator at a salary of $135,000
per year through June 30, 2011.

Borough voters approved a school
tax levy of $12.2 million by a tally of
528 to 302 to fund a total school
budget of $15,865,990. Carolyn Wil-
liams and Cathy Jakositz won the
two open board of education seats
ahead of third-place finisher Lauren
Emblad. Turnout was 19 percent.

The borough council introduced an
ordinance to increase parking permit
fees by 25 percent at the municipal
complex and the Mountainside library
parking lot from $90 to $120 per quar-
ter or from $40 to $60 for those paying
monthly fees. The fees are charged to
non-residents.

Garwood
The Garwood Board of Education

announced during its reorganization
meeting that Acting Superintendent
Teresa Quigley would be named su-
perintendent of schools.

Borough Council Democratic incum-
bents William Schadewald, 3rd, and
Walter Tucker opted not to seek re-
election. Democrats Jonathan Linken
and Louis Petruzzelli and Republicans
Timothy Hak and Patricia Quattrocchi
filed for the two open seats.

The borough’s school tax levy of
$6,588,420 was approved by a vote of
174 to 135, representing a 13 percent
turnout. School taxes increased in the
borough by $126 on a home assessed
at $100,000. The tax levy will fund a
$8,256,284 spending plan.

Two candidates running unopposed
for three open seats were elected to the
local school board. Incumbent Chris-
tine Guerriero received 177 votes,
while former board member Linda
Koenig garnered 143 votes.

Scotch Plains
Mayor Martin Marks noted Scotch

Plains’ displeasure at how parking
passes are made available for town-

ship residents at the Fanwood train
station. The mayor said daily parking
fees at the station have increased from
$3.25 to $5 and that Scotch Plains
residents wishing to purchase longer-
term parking permits are charged
higher rates and “don’t have the same
access” in terms of securing the per-
mits as do Fanwood residents.

In response, Mayor Colleen Mahr
and Councilman Bruce Walsh said the
new $5 daily fee is the same rate for all
commuters.

Councilman Kevin Glover and Ri-
chard Samuel, both Democrats, an-
nounced their candidacies for the
mayor of Scotch Plains and township
council, respectively, against Repub-
licans, council member Nancy Malool
and Mary DePaola.

Voters approved a $67,753,660
school tax in support of a $77,775,487
spending plan by a tally of 1,879 to
1,187. Turnout was 14.7 percent in
Scotch Plains and 18.4 percent in
Fanwood. The budget passed by a
margin of 1,340 to 845 in Scotch Plains
and 539 to 342 in Fanwood.

Re-elected to the board of educa-
tion were unopposed incumbents
Donald Parisi, 1,443, and Warren
McFall, 1,275, both representing
Scotch Plains, and Fanwood resident
Sasha Slocum, 601.

The board of education approved a
new one-year contract for the 2008-
2009 school year negotiated with the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Education As-
sociation (SPFEA). The deal gave a
4.25 percent salary increase to teach-
ers, coaches and advisors, a 4.75 per-
cent increase to secretaries and a 4.97
percent increase to aides.

Fanwood
The borough’s Historic Preserva-

tion Commission sought the borough’s
support to conduct “an updated survey
of the historic structures in the bor-
ough” and to make the borough’s pres-
ervation ordinance stricter.

Incumbent Councilwoman Joan
Wheeler, newcomer Russell Huegel,
both Democrats, and Republicans Joel
Stroz and Robert Manduca filed to run
for two seats on the borough council.

The New Jersey Conference of
Mayors (NJCM) elected Fanwood
Borough Mayor Colleen Mahr as
NJCM President for 2008-2009.

Mayor Mahr has been active in the
NJCM since she first took office as
Mayor in 2003. She has served as one
of Union County’s representatives to
the board of the NJCM and served as
treasurer and vice-president.

Borough officials unanimously
called for an 18 percent cut in munici-
pal salaries to come from the adminis-
tration, police and public works de-
partments to address a $500,000 short-
fall in the projected $8.5-million mu-
nicipal budget.

Union County
A corrections officer, maintenance

worker, four inmates and the girlfriend
of one of the inmates were named  in
a 19-count indictment for allegedly
smuggling tobacco in to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth.

Fourteen candidates filed to run for
county freeholder in the June Primary.
Incumbent Democrats Angel Estrada
of Elizabeth, Rick Proctor of Rahway
and Nancy Ward of Linden faced op-
position from Carmen Southward of
Linden and Carlos Cedeno and
Marlene Abitanto, both of Elizabeth,
as well as Armando Burgos of Eliza-
beth and Diane Murray of Hillside.

Filing under the Republican banner
were Roselle Park Councilman Michael
Yakubov, John Russitano of Westfield
and Joseph Franchino of Berkeley

Heights. Also running were Krzysztof
Nowak of Cranford, Dolores
Makrogiannis of Scotch Plains and
Jeffrey Payer of Summit on a party line
affiliated with United States Senate
candidate Murray Sabrin.

Area
Joan Papen of Scotch Plains was

named chairwoman of the Rahway
Valley Sewerage Authority (RVSA)
Board of Commissioners, while
Charles Lombardo of Garwood was
named vice-chairman.

MAY
Westfield

Local business owners, united as the
Westfield Action Group, protested an
increase in ticket prices for overtime
parking and demanded greater parking
capacity. The town council ultimately
voted unanimously to introduce the
ordinance necessary to raise the exist-
ing fine amount from $20 to $32.

In spite of continued protests from
business owners, the governing body
agreed to the fine increase for over-
time parking at meters and pay sta-
tions, effective immediately. A roll-
call vote on the decision did not take
place. After the public portion of its
May 20 meeting, the council achieved
a simple majority necessary to pass
the parking violation penalties.

Robert Sherr retired from the
Westfield Regional Health Department
after serving for nearly 30 years as the
director of health. Megan Cornish, the
public health nursing supervisor, suc-
ceeded him as director.

The board of education approved an
emergency communications system
designed by Honeywell, through
which alerts are provided via e-mail,
cell phone, home phone, pager and
text message.

A State Superior Court jury in Essex
County ordered the City of Newark to
pay $4.1 million of a $5.5-million
judgment to the family of Sohayla
Massachi, a 1994 Westfield High
School graduate and Seton Hall Uni-
versity student who was murdered in
Westfield in May 2000. Seton Hall
University and Argenbright Security
were ordered to pay the remaining
$1.4 million, or 25 percent, in the
Estate of Sohayla Massachi versus City
of Newark Police Department case.

The decision arose because of mis-
takes made by a Newark 911 operator
and police dispatcher during the inci-
dent. A former boyfriend abducted
Ms. Massachi near the university cam-
pus, after which he drove her to his
Central Avenue apartment, where he
fatally shot both her and himself.

The Westfield Senior Citizens Hous-
ing Corporation celebrated its 30th
anniversary on May 14. Designed to
serve the needs of low-income senior
citizens, it is located at 1133 Boynton
Avenue in Westfield.

Governor Jon Corzine notified
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky that the
burial grounds of the Presbyterian
Church in the West Fields of Elizabeth
Town had been listed on the New
Jersey Register of Historic Places on
July 27, 2007, and onto the National
Register of Historic Places.

Garwood
It was revealed that the borough’s ath-

letic field complex project could be de-
layed up to a year after officials learned
that a portion of the property had been
designated as wetlands. In order to pro-
ceed with the project, permits would be
needed from the state Department of
Environmental Protection.

Fanwood
A meeting of the borough council

drew an audience of some 40 mem-
bers of the public and PBA Local 123
police officers, with almost a dozen
attendees publicly encouraging elected
officials not to lay off police officers.

Mayor Colleen Mahr and Council-
man Bruce Walsh responded that such
a proposal was not being considered,
despite efforts to cope with municipal
budget challenges.

The Fanwood Community Emer-
gency Response Team (CERT) re-
vealed that it had teamed with the
White House to become a certifying

organization for the President’s Vol-
unteer Service Award, a national pro-
gram recognizing Americans who have
demonstrated a sustained commitment
to volunteer service.

Created by President George W.
Bush in 2003, the award gives presi-
dential recognition to individuals,
families and groups who meet require-
ments for volunteer service, measured
by the number of service hours per-
formed over 12 months.

The Fanwood Borough Council
approved a resolution giving the bor-
ough permission to purchase the
Livingston-Wilbor property, located
on South Avenue at a total cost of
$1.875 million.

Scotch Plains
The township council unveiled its

$24.6 million budget, calling for a
municipal property tax increase of
eight points, or 5.5 percent. Officials
had earlier anticipated an increase of
nine points.

It was revealed that the township
council would introduce an ordinance
in June to establish a Special Improve-
ment District (SID) in the downtown
business district and along Route 22.

Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool said
the ordinance would include a provi-
sion calling for a first-year assessment
of $400 on each property within the
SID boundaries. She said this provi-
sion arose as a response to concerns
raised by downtown property owners
about the exact level of assessments
being considered to finance the initial
year of the SID’s operations.

The original proposal was a six-
tiered flat rate formula depending on a
property’s assessed value, with the
assessments ranging from $250 to
$2,000 per year. Mrs. Malool said she
formulated the $400 flat rate proposal
after meeting with East Second Street
property owner Sal Lamastra, who
had presented her with a petition bear-
ing the signatures of 121 people op-
posed to the SID.

Mountainside
The borough council introduced an

ordinance for a 2008 municipal bud-
get of $10,451,831, with a public hear-
ing on it scheduled for June 17.

The board of education appointed
Robert Phillips as Deerfield Elemen-
tary School principal to fill the va-
cancy left when Jeanette Baubles
was appointed chief school admin-
istrator.

Union County
The Union County Board of Cho-

sen Freeholders received a blueprint
on how to develop a plan to capitalize
on the tourism industry.

Union County confirmed an Inter-
Local service agreement with the
Township of Cranford for replacing
the Springfield Avenue Bridge, which
was determined to be structurally de-
ficient. The county-owned bridge ex-
tends across the Rahway River.

Area
About 900 residents turned out for a

public hearing at Plainfield High School
to discuss Solaris Health System’s clos-
ing of Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center in Plainfield, the result of a loss
of more than $10 million annually in
operations. Citizens appealed for the
hospital to be kept open, citing the im-
pact its closure would have on Plainfield
and surrounding communities.

Local rescue squads dealt with the
prospect of longer trips to hospitals
with the pending closure of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter in Plainfield.

Seven Republican candidates for
the congressional nomination in the
Seventh District took part in a debate
at Mountainside Borough Hall hosted
by The Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Participants included A.D. Amar,
Kelly Hatfield, State Senator Leonard
Lance, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks, Tom Roughneen, Kate
Whitman and Darren Young.

Michael Lapolla of Westfield resigned
from his position running the New Jersey
Turnpike Authority to begin a new career
in the private sector in July.

2008 Year In Review: Part 1 – January to May

Katherine Vowell for The Westfield Leader
RUBBER DUCKIE…The Second Annual Rubber Duck Race at Mindowaskin
Park in Westfield raised $16,500 for Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA). Close
to 500 people gathered outside to cheer on 4,500 rubber ducks floating across
Mindowaskin pond.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
ENTERING THE POLITICAL ARENA…State Superior Court Judge Douglas
Fasciale, right, swore in newly elected First Ward Councilman Frank Arena, who was
joined on the dais by his wife, Lori, son, Christopher, and daughter, Carli.

Horace Corbin for The Westfield Leader
CENTRAL CRASH...Two cars collided in Westfield at the intersection of Central
and North Avenues. Police redirected traffic as rescue squad members and fire
department personnel placed the injured person on a stretcher for transportation
to the hospital.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
DEMOCRACY TAKES ROOT...Eighty downtown Westfield business and prop-
erty owners met April 24 pledging thousands of dollars to fight town government
over taxes and parking fines increases.
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Wayne Baker for The Westfield Leader
WHAT A DRAG...Washington School fathers got into the “act” in a scene from the
school’s annual revue during dress rehearsal.

January 31, 2008


