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HANDZA, PRINGLE, O’LEARY SELECTED TRI-CAPTAINS

Blue Devils Envision New Era
To Begin in Girls Basketball

BARNES, DEFREITAS LEAD TOUGH MIDDLEWEIGHTS

Devil Wrestlers Have Strong
Work Ethic, Deeper Lineup

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five years ago, the Westfield High
School (WHS) girls basketball team
suffered through an 0-23 season, then
entered freshmen Erin Miller, Gab
O’Leary and Stephanie Slodycka,
who began a new era and by the end
of the 2008 season, captured a Union
County Tournament (UCT) crown and
finished with a 17-7 record. Many
opponents may think that this year’s
Blue Devils may be facing a rebuild-
ing season. But think again!

“We are going to have some nice
size inside. We will have some speed
on the perimeter,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Joe Marino said. “It’s going to
be fun!”

Senior Tara Handza, who had a
team-high 20 points in the 44-34 vic-
tory over Elizabeth in the UCT title
game, scored 324 points, including
23 three-pointers, had 40 steals and
dished out 46 assists last year. Her
ability to hit from the outside as well
as drive to the basket makes her a
formidable opponent.

“Tara works hard in practice and
wants to win. She is not a selfish

player. She is going to try to distribute
the ball to the people who are open. We
know everyone is looking to stop Tara,
but other people can step up and do the
job as well,” coach Marino said.

The return of junior Diana Venezia,
who sat out her sophomore season
due to injury, will be a valuable asset
offensively and defensively. In her
freshman season, she scored 183
points and led the team with a WHS
freshman record 201 rebounds.

“We are looking forward to seeing
Diana in action. She’s definitely go-
ing to bring something positive to the
court,” coach Marino said.

Seniors Kerri Pringle and Gab
Jakub, who also were injured last
year, will also add offensive and de-
fensive strength under the boards.

“Kerri is healthy. She can shoot
from the outside. She can also play
the inside game. Gabby is a scrapper
inside. She likes to bang it up in there
and that is what we are looking for,”
said coach Marino.

Junior Anne Knisely progressed
nicely at center in her first varsity
season. She bucketed 108 points and
pulled down 89 boards.

“Anne is a good rebounder. She can
shoot from the short corner,” Marino
said.

Senior Charlotte O’Leary and
sophomore Katie Ponce added bal-
ance to the starting lineup with tena-
cious defense.

“Katie brings her speed from the
soccer field to the basketball court.
Charlotte is going to do well on the
outside. She can shoot. We are going
to have some people who can shoot
from the outside,” Marino said.

Juniors Nikki Aronson, Amanda
Markowski and Sarah Nelson are
expected to see more playing time
this season, along with junior Gabby
Cerami and sophomores Martina
Landeka and Danielle Miller.

“It’s going to be interesting be-
cause we were putting pieces of the
puzzle together, trying to stay to-
gether because of so many injuries
last year. If we can stay healthy, it’s
going to be a lot of fun this year,”
Marino said. “We are aiming to keep
our championship. That’s our num-
ber-one goal. Then our number-two
goal is to make a run in the state
championship.”

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gaining a spot in the varsity lineup,
especially the middleweights, will be
much more difficult than it has been
in previous years for members of the
Westfield High School wrestling
team. The 35-strong squad, depend-
ing on certification, should be able to
fill all of the weight classes.

“The work ethic and the attitude of
this room, we are probably about
seven/eight weeks ahead of where
we’ve been at this point last year. We
are a more balanced lineup. We are
deeper. This group of kids has worked

harder in the off-season. They want to
be here,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said.

From the 125-lb class to the 160-lb
class, the competition should be
fierce.

“We are two or three deep. We
haven’t really had this problem be-
fore. It’s a problem I don’t really
mind having. We have some very
good wrestlers, who won’t be able to
crack into our starting lineup,” said
Kurz.

Senior captain John Barnes, win-
ner of two District 11 titles and sec-
ond in Region 3 at 125-lbs, caught a

glimpse of Atlantic City (AC) last
year but plans to do much more than
that this year at 125 lbs or 130 lbs.
Senior Nick DeFreitas, who placed
second in the district at 119 and fin-
ished 14-6, is also sighting those
classes. Sophomore Christian Barber
won the district title at 130-lbs last
year and came up one win short of
qualifying for AC may compete at
135-lbs.

“Those three get in a group and you
watch them go, it’s awesome just to
watch them scrap it out with each
other,” Kurz said. “John has an ‘X’

GREEN, DOMANSKI SELECTED ALL-WC FIRST TEAM

Raider Gridders Experienced
Growing Pains, Finished 4-6

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Growing pains posed quite a chal-
lenge for this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
that experienced a very tough sched-
ule and finished with a 4-6 record.

“We were young. We had to take a
tight end and make him into a quar-
terback. We had a lot of first-year
guys, who contributed, so the lack of
experience was a problem. There were
some growing pains,” Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli said.

That tight end, junior Gary
Binkiewicz, had to take his lumps,
learning the difficult position, while
his inexperienced line had to hone
their skills.

“The offensive line was a concern.
We did get better as the year went on.
The tight end was a concern and that
got better with Billy Johnston step-
ping it up blocking. Petros Petridis,
Ryan Brown, Antonio Dinizo came
along on offense. We had the ability
to move the ball just about against
anybody. They did grow as a unit.
Gary showed some great games. I
think he’s going to be good,” said
Ciccotelli.

Binkiewicz completed 70 of 149
passes for 911 yards, six touchdowns
(TD) and three interceptions. He also
rushed 165 yards and one TD. Senior
captains Anthony Taylor (halfback)
and Marcus Green (fullback/line-
backer) provided most of the Raid-
ers’ offense. Taylor carried 227 times
for 1,361 yards and 16 TDs and Green
rumbled 556 yards, with six TDs, on
72 carries. Green also had 13 recep-
tions for 193 yards and three TDs.
Defensively, Green was all over the
field with 124 tackles, three forced
fumbles, one fumble recovery and
one interception.

“Anthony had a great year. We
moved the ball against a lot of teams.

We had Marcus blocking for him and
getting the job done. He is one of the
best blockers I’ve ever had. As a line-
backer, he was the glue that held our
defense together. Both did a great

job,” coach Ciccotelli said.
Of the wide out corps, junior Doran

Nelson had 19 catches for 274 yards,
senior Adam Clark had 11 catches for

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
2009 CURBSIDE COLLECTION SCHEDULE

BY GREAT NORTHERN RECYLCING

WARD 1 WARD 2 WARD 3 WARD 4
(Mondays) (Tuesdays) (Wednesdays) (Thursdays)

January 12, 26 13, 27 14, 28 1*, 15, 29
February 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26
March 9, 23 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26
April 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22 9, 23
May 4, 18 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21
June 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17 4, 18
July 13, 27 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30
August 10, 24 11, 25 12, 26 13, 27
September 7*, 21 8, 22 9, 23 10,24
October 5, 19 6, 20 7, 21 8, 22
November 2, 16, 30 3, 17 4, 18 5, 19
December 14, 28 1, 15, 29 2, 16, 30 3, 17, 31

*  January 1st is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 4 will be on Friday, January 2nd

*  September 7th is a holiday.  The pickup for Ward 1 will be on Friday, September 11th

Westfield Area Y 
You know you should. Now you can.  

Let the Y show you how.

Westfield Area Y *220 Clark St. * Westfield, NJ 

07090* 908-233-2700 * www.westfieldynj.org  

Financial Assistance is available. 

  A person who:    

� Knows the 

value of exercise but 

doesn’t have time 

� Doesn’t know how to get  

motivated to start exercising 

again 

� Needs the support to stick 

with a workout plan    

� Has health issues that would 

benefit from regular exercise  

The new Y personalized  

support experience will:    

• Be led by a Y wellness  

professional 

• Consist of small support 

groups 

• Provide workouts in a  

private environment 

• Teach you how to properly use 

equipment 

• Help you track your progress 

The Westfield Area Y  
is introducing a new wellness 

approach:  12 weeks to a 

Healthier You. 

This new personalized  

support experience is included 

with all adult full facility 
memberships! 

Join or rejoin the Y by  

January 31st and receive: 

∗ 1/2 OFF the Joiner’s Fee 

($75 savings value) 

∗ FREE limited edition 85th 
anniversary t-shirt 

∗ A special VIP invitation to 
a  New Member Wellness 
Day, Sat., February 7th 

Commit to your New 

Year’s Resolution by 

joining today and take 

advantage of this new 

workout experience! 
OPEN NEW YEAR’S DAY  

10:00 AM - 4:00 PM 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY DEEP IN MIDDLE WEIGHTS…The Blue Devil matmen are very talented in the middleweight classes. Pictured,
left to right, are: Sam Reichbach, Joe Panarese, Christian Barber, Nick DeFreitas and John Barnes.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR A NEW ERA IN GIRLS HOOPS…Tri-captains Charlotte O’Leary, left, Tara Handza, center, and Kerri
Pringle are ready to lead the Blue Devils into a new era of girls basketball.

Wilf Jewish Community Campus
1391 Martine Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Take advantage of the value a JCC membership offers you and 

 

January is On Us 

Join the JCC Now 


