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Calvary Lutheran Reveals
Christmas Service Schedule
CRANFORD – The Calvary Lutheran

Church invites members of the commu-
nity to celebrate Christmas at services
designed for all ages to be held on Christ-
mas Eve and Christmas Day.

The Reverend Carol Lindsay,
Calvary’s pastor, will preside and
preach at all services. Music will be
under the leadership of Jeanne
Elmuccio, organist and choir director.

There will be three opportunities for
family worship on Wednesday, De-
cember 24, starting with a young
children’s Christmas Eve service at 5
p.m. This service will include simple
carols, the reading of the Christmas
story and the placing of the nativity
figures by some of the children.

The 7 p.m. Family Service of Holy
Communion will feature seasonal mu-
sic provided by Calvary’s new Family
Choir of singers, ranging in age from
preschool to senior adults. Instrumen-
tal accompaniment will include or-
gan, hand bells, trumpet and violin.

At 9 p.m., the Candlelight Service of
Holy Communion will include prelude
music by the Calvary Hand Bell Choir
and seasonal anthems and carols by the
Calvary Choir, accompanied by organ,
piano, trumpet and bassoon.

A Festival Service of Holy Com-
munion with seasonal music will be
celebrated on Thursday, Christmas
Day, December 25, at 10:15 a.m.

On Sunday, December 28, Calvary
will offer a single Service of Lessons
and Carols with Holy Communion at

10:15 a.m. Musical accompaniment will
include organ, violin and bassoon.

The Calvary Lutheran Church is
located at 108 Eastman Street in
Cranford. A member congregation of
the New Jersey Synod of the Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church in America, it has
served the Cranford-Westfield area and
surrounding communities for 80 years.

Local Library Features
Cowboy Santa Exhibit
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library is exhibiting the
“Christmas Cowboy” collection of
Bill Masciola of Westfield through
the month of December.

The collection features Santa Claus
figurines composed of plaster, porce-
lain and fabric, each sporting a West-
ern cowboy theme. Santa is depicted
riding astride a buffalo, hanging onto
a bucking bronco, twirling a lasso,
wearing high leather cowboy boots
and wading through the drifts of a
snow globe, among other scenes.

Visitors may view this exhibit during
the library’s winter hours, which are
9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through
Thursday, 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday
and Saturday and 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
located at 550 East Broad Street. Indi-
viduals wishing to display their col-
lections at the library are asked to call
Lauren Ryan, head of Adult Services,
at (908) 789-4090, extension no. 4140.

Willow Grove Plans Music,
Adult Forum For Sunday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will
present an entire Sunday of Christ-
mas music, along with a special pro-
gram related to the birth of Jesus, on
December 21. All are welcome.

During the 10 a.m. worship ser-
vice, the adult choir will sing selec-
tions from Vivaldi’s “Gloria.” The
children’s and bell choirs also will
perform. Additionally, children and
youth will offer readings from “Christ-
mas Dreams,” and all will join in for
traditional carols and contemporary
songs.

Refreshments will be served fol-
lowing the service. Individuals are
then invited to attend an adult forum
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. to
discuss the final segment of Mideast
Biblical scholar Kenneth Bailey’s
DVD “A Clear View of Jesus’ Birth.”
Participants will learn about the cus-

toms of the Middle East and how they
inform people’s understanding of the
scriptural accounts of Jesus’ birth.

At 3 p.m., the Imperial Brass, com-
prised of 30 professional brass mu-
sicians, will perform a concert of
Christmas favorites at the church. A
free-will offering will be taken.

On Christmas Eve, Wednesday,
December 24, a Service of Lessons
and Carols will be held at 7:30 p.m.,
with a candlelight closing.

The Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the Scotch Plains
Southside Firehouse and near the
corner of South Martine Avenue.

For more information about Willow
Grove, call the church office Monday
through Friday at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail info@willowgrovechurch.org or
visit willowgrovechurch.org.

Hard Times Can Be Impetus
To Change How We Live

By BRIAN NICKLAUS

The current financial crisis should
cause us to step back and reflect about
more than just money.

What if God caused the recession?
That doesn’t really sound like a kind,
loving God, does it? The preacher on
TV says God wants me to have a
Lexus and a mansion. I assume the
people living in the slums of Newark
don’t have enough faith. Apparently,
neither do I. Is it blasphemy to sug-
gest that about God? As a preacher,
can I say that? I really don’t like TV
preachers blaming God for stuff. God
certainly isn’t mean-spirited.

Let’s put it this way: Can anything
good come from widespread difficul-
ties? That seems like a dumb ques-
tion, doesn’t it? Worse than the first
one. But I wonder how many will
examine the big picture of how we
feel about money and stuff. A little
self-examination never hurt anyway.
Socrates felt it was vital.

I wonder what types of hard deci-
sions many of us will make. Will we
give less to charities and churches?
Will we downsize the car and the
electronics? Will some move out of
our community? What about com-

munities around us in our own county
that seem to have been hurting finan-
cially way before Fannie Mae and
Freddie Mac got in trouble?

The recession makes me think about
Haiti. I bet that country would love to
be experiencing what we call a reces-
sion. I don’t even remember reading
stories of people starving to death
during the Great Depression, as we
read about in Haiti just this year.

These hard times can give us a lot to
think about, or they can simply lead to
despair and griping. Maybe our pock-
etbooks need a paradigm shift. No one
stops to reflect until the hard times
come. Whether God is involved or not,
how are you involved? What changes
will you make, not just to your spend-
ing habits, but your philosophy of
money? Will you take a long, hard
look at the difference between “wants”
and “needs”? What are we going to do
with the lemons handed to us? What
are we going to learn? Maybe some
will change their lives for the best, for
the long-term. Why not you?

* * * * * * *

Mr. Nicklaus is the minister of the
Echo Lake Church of Christ, 419
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

HOLIDAY HELPERS…Union County Master Gardeners volunteered Decem-
ber 6 with the Westfield Y’s Men’s Club Association’s 60th annual benefit
Christmas Tree Sale, which will continue through Tuesday, December 23, at
Westfield’s Elm Street Field. Tim Grom, Tree Sale Yard Boss, is seated at lower
right, and Steve Suriano, Westfield YMCA past president, is seated at lower left.
Flanking them, from left to right, are: Master Gardeners Bridget Mracek, Chris
Donzella, Richard Leister, Sal Coppa and Joanne Krueger. Other participating
Master Gardeners included Carol Walczuk, Fred Taylor, Mike Eger, Tony
Conteras, Bob Maisano and T.J. Karns.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

www.jameswardmansion.com

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              
“Now Booking Christmas And Holiday Parties!”

 

You are invited to join us for  

 

Christmas Worship 

 

Christmas Eve 

6:00 p.m. Family Holy Communion 

11:00 p.m. Candlelight Communion 

 

Christmas Day  

10:00 a.m. Holy Communion 

 

Redeemer Lutheran Church 

Clark at Cowperthwaite Place 

(Across form Roosevelt School) 
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The Rev. Carol A. Lindsay, Pastor
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5:00 p.m. Children’s Service of the Nativity
7:00 p.m. Family Service of Holy Communion
9:00 p.m. Candlelight Service of Holy Communion
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 10:15 a.m. Festival Service
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Courtesy Dave Roth
TREE SPECTACULAR…More than 100 friends and family attended the annual
Roth Family tree lighting in Fanwood on December 6. The Roths planted the now
21-foot blue spruce in 1990, and that year the four-foot-tall tree was decorated
with three strands of white lights. The lighting party this year saw the tree adorned
with over 8,000 shimmering white lights. The public is welcome to view the festive
tree at the corner of Coriell Avenue and Second Street.
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New

Celebrate Christmas at

First Congregational Church

December 21, 10 a.m.

Fourth Sunday in Advent

December 24, Christmas Eve Services

Children’s Pageant, 5 p.m.

Candlelight Service of Lessons & Carols, 10 p.m.

December 28, 10 a.m.

Carol sing & Scripture reading

Music Director Barbara Thomson performs popular &

seldom-heard carols as requested by the congregation

Visitors are Always Welcome!

Member, the United Church of Christ. The sanctuary is

accessible by a wheelchair ramp. Infrared listening devices are

available for the hearing impaired.

125 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 233-2494
www.fccofwestfield.org

Please join us in welcoming

Danielle, Sharon, and Joyce
previously of Salon D’Lipari and Tullio’s Salon – to the

Rejuvenations Hair & Body Spa

Feel relaxed, pampered and rejuvenated with your choice of our full array of services.
Under new ownership, Kelley Allison and the Rejuvenations team are working hard to
provide professional hair and body treatments. Enjoy the updated and luxurious atmosphere
that will add to your experience and ensure a comfortable and pleasurable visit.

Hair Styling
Hair Color

Spa Treatments
Spa Packages

Skin Care / Facials
Massage

Manicure / Pedicure
Hair Removal / Waxing

Spray Tanning
Make-up

Gift Cards
Available

887 Mountain Ave, Mountainside   908.232.1067

Under New Ownership

rejuvenations887@yahoo.com

in Mountainside


