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Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Croupade – A leap in which a horse

pulls his hind legs up under his belly
2. Yaffle – An armful or handful
3. Scopate – Having a covering of

bristly hairs
4. Graupel – Soft sleet or hail

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

PELITIC
1. Having no outlets or pores
2. Formed or made up of mud
3. Pertaining to the gums
4. Very rocky; consisting of many rocks

CHIMINAGE
1. A woman’s dressing gown or negli-

gee
2. A snide remark
3. A toll for passage through a forest
4. A looking glass, small telescope

XENODOCHY
1. Hospitality
2. A reception room for foreigners
3. The act of living on dry food or a

meager diet
4. A study of aliens or foreigners and

their customs
SERPIGO

1. A narrow pathway; a foot path
2. An expert on social behavior among

ethnic groups
3. Any spreading skin disease, as ring-

worm
4. A film or slippery substance on the

surface of wet rocks, as moss

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail Addresses
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Yes, Virginia, There Is a Santa Claus
Francis P. Church wrote the fol-

lowing editorial in response to a let-
ter written by Virginia O’Hanlon. The
letter was published in the New York
Sun in 1897.

* * * * *
Dear Editor,
I am 8 years old. Some of my little

friends say there is no Santa Claus.
Papa says, “If you see it in The Sun,
it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is
there a Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon
* * * * *

Virginia, your little friends are
wrong. They have been affected by
the skepticism of a skeptical age.
They do not believe except they see.
They think that nothing can be which
is not comprehensible by their little
minds. All minds, Virginia, whether
they be men’s or children’s, are little.
In this great universe of ours, man is
a mere insect, an ant, in his intellect
as compared with the boundless world
about him, as measured by the intel-
ligence capable of grasping the whole
of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.
He exists as certainly as love and
generosity and devotion exist, and
you know that they abound and give
to your life its highest beauty and joy.
Alas! How dreary would be the world
if there were no Santa Claus! It would
be as dreary as if there were no
Virginias. There would be no child-
like faith then, no poetry, no romance
to make tolerable this existence. We
should have no enjoyment, except in
sense and sight. The external light
with which childhood fills the world
would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You
might as well not believe in fairies.
You might get your papa to hire men
to watch in all the chimneys on Christ-
mas eve to catch Santa Claus, but
even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove?
Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is
no sign that there is no Santa Claus.

The most real things in the world are
those that neither children nor men
can see. Did you ever see fairies danc-
ing on the lawn? Of course not, but
that’s no proof that they are not there.
Nobody can conceive or imagine all
the wonders there are unseen and
unseeable in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and
see what makes the noise inside, but
there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man,
nor even the united strength of all the
strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love,
romance, can push aside that curtain
and view and picture the supernatural
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all
real? Ah, Virginia, in all this world
there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He
lives and lives forever. A thousand
years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will con-
tinue to make glad the heart of child-
hood.

Thank You for Restoring Our Faith
In the Goodness of People

Thank You Everyone in Westfield for
Participating in the Holiday Concert

I must relay this incident because it
demonstrates the customer service level
of the management at TGIFriday’s. A
few weeks ago, my children had dinner at
TGIF’s on Route 22, West, in Watchung.
They left the table and when they got to
the hostess desk, my oldest son (13 years
old) realized he had left his iPod Touch on
the table. He immediately returned and
the table was cleared and the iPod was
gone. To my dismay, the assistant man-
ager informed me there was nothing he
could do about it. I was quite bothered by
the way the incident was handled and I
wrote to Mr. Snead, the CEO of Carlson
Restaurants Worldwide (CRWW), which
is the parent company of TGIF’s. Within
an hour, I received an e-mail from him
indicating that he would look into the
incident. The following day, I received
three phone calls, one from Andy
Simpson, the director of franchise opera-
tions for CRWW, another from the direc-
tor of guest relations and lastly from Ralph
Russo, the manager at the restaurant. Af-
ter describing exactly what happened, I
was told that TGIF’s was not satisfied
with the way that the incident was handled

and they would replace the iPod.
The following week, my family and I

were invited to dinner at TGIFridays and
Mr. Simpson personally presented my
son with a brand new iPod Touch and a
$15 iTunes gift certificate for each of my
two sons. Additionally, Mr. Russo pre-
sented me with a lovely holiday gift bas-
ket filled with goodies. We had a delight-
ful dinner and were treated like royalty.

I write this as a ‘Thank You’ to the
local and worldwide management of
TGIFriday’s and CRWW and mostly as a
thank you for restoring our faith. My son
was so upset and couldn’t possibly under-
stand how anyone could take something
that didn’t belong to them. Mr. Russo and
Mr. Simpson are to be applauded, espe-
cially during the holiday season, for help-
ing my son to see firsthand, the goodness
in people. I commend you for your ac-
tions and will continue to frequent your
restaurant and hotel facilities. You are
truly a customer-oriented corporation and
deserve to have this story told!

Karen Stone
Fanwood

On behalf of the Westfield Recreation
Department, I would like to thank Dr.
Thomas Connors and the Westfield Com-
munity Concert Band along with Kristine
Smith-Morasso and the Edison Interme-
diate Broadway Singers for participating
in our 18th annual Holiday Concert held
on Wednesday, December 10, at Edison
Intermediate School.

We had over 130 people come out and
enjoy what was an entertaining evening
of beautiful songs and sounds performed

by The Community Concert Band and
The Edison Broadway Singers. It was a
perfect way to begin the holiday season!

Once again, thank you all for such a
wonderful performance. I look forward
to working with you again next year.
Happy Chanukah, Happy Kwanzaa, and
Merry Christmas to all!

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator

Westfield Recreation Department

Senator Kean Calls
Underfunded Pension

Plan ‘Shameful’
TRENTON – “It’s a responsibility that

we have turned our back on, and the way
we have turned our back is shameful,”
Republican Senate Leader Tom Kean, Jr.
said this week after Senate Democrats
blocked a Senate vote on Governor Jon
Corzine’s plan to allow towns to defer
pension contributions for the next three
years.

 “In the past, Governor Corzine de-
cried the underfunding of state pensions
and the use of one-shot measures to paper
over fiscal problems. This pension gim-
mick commits both sins, and it’s a bad
deal for both workers and taxpayers.
That’s why all 17 Republicans stood firm
against it in the Senate, and will in future
legislative sessions.

 “This measure would almost certainly
force citizens in the future to choose be-
tween breaking promises made to public
employees or accepting huge taxes and
cutbacks in important services. Instead of
making Trenton more accountable to
today’s taxpayers, it would push the ex-
pense of pensions off on future genera-
tions who had no say in the ill-advised
policies our governor is advancing today.
It would have made New Jersey less af-
fordable for everyone.

“The governor has left no doubt that
this pension deferment would be a tempo-
rary loan to towns from the pension funds
that will have to be paid back in full. The
estimated interest rate on the borrowing is
8.25 percent. That’s a far higher rate than
what Wall Street would charge on $1.3
billion borrowing. That’s a costly fix for
a problem that cries out for a responsible,
long-term solution.

 “The governor should abandon for-
ever this poll-driven attempt to provide
illusory property tax relief. The governor
should instead champion true pension
reform that will really save money and
secure worker retirements,” Mr. Kean
said.

On another matter, the Senate unani-
mously passed legislation that would
permanently protect workers’ contribu-
tions to the unemployment compensa-
tion fund and the state disability benefits
fund.

“Officials can increase the unemploy-
ment insurance rate they charge workers
and employers and then transfer that
money to pay for other programs,” said
Mr. Kean, who sponsored the legisla-
tion. “It is a shell game governors and
legislatures have used in the past to prop
up New Jersey’s bloated budget.”

“This proposed amendment will guar-
antee that money earmarked for unem-
ployment and disability protection is ac-
tually used for those programs,” Mr.
Kean said. “History has shown that taxes
collected for these programs can be raided
by state officials to compensate for over-
spending. Over $4.5 billion has been
taken from the unemployment benefits
fund. By reducing the reserves in these
funds, the stability of the unemployment
system is compromised.”

“We must protect the integrity of these
funds and the workers who pay into
them. If economists believe there is a
surplus, we should return the money to
the workers and businesses who paid
into them, not use the money for other
government expenses,” Mr. Kean said.

The senate resolution would ask vot-
ers to amend the state Constitution to
require any money collected from taxed
wages that is intended for employee ben-
efits be used for that purpose and pro-
hibit the direct or indirect transferring,
borrowing, appropriating or using of the
contributions for any other reason.

Letters to
the Editor

Bah, Humbug! Ebenezer Scrooge;
It’s Not the Ghosts of Christmas

Be not like Ebenezer Scrooge, with his snort-
ing of “Bah, Humbug,” declaring that Christmas
is a fraud. Be neither like his forlorn clerk Bob
Cratchit, who is about to be deprived of Christ-
mas joy, no gift, no holiday. Should you hear all
the bells in your house ringing loudly and fear of
chains clanking while perceiving an eerie red
glow, think not of the supernatural, Marley’s –
the ghosts of Christmas Past, Christmas Present
and Christmas Future.

Think not of the strange voices and sounds
outside – and the banging at your door. Think
not of the winter wind howling, grating and
scratching of the boughs against your window-
panes. Think not of the chilling draft sweeping
from your chimney. Think not of the darkness or
the gusting snow.

Think instead of your friends and family, the
joy of the season and the anticipation of ‘ol St.
Nick – he’ll plug the draft in his descent. For the
chains clanking are likely the harnesses jingling
of the reindeer on your roof, and the eerie red
glow is Rudolph and his nose – his presence

made possible by the warmth of the wintry
snow. The boughs against your windowpanes
are really from the inside, boughs of holly, as
part of the wonderment embodied in symbolism
of your Christmas tree.

The bells ringing at your door do not foretell
of the three ghosts; they are a harbinger of your
neighbors calling with good cheer, laden with
all the fixings for holiday eggnog to dip your
gingerbread man. Their voices caroling are the
sounds outside.

Be in the best of cheer this Christmas season.
Leave cookies and milk for Santa. And if you
know of a Bob Cratchit, then you know of a soul
in need of a thoughtful gift. Lend your voice to
the carolers’ refrain, even though out of practice,
your performance would otherwise bring dis-
dain.

Build a snowman; find the coal for his eyes, a
top hat and carrot for his nose. Join the children
on the block – they’ll show you how.

Be not of fear, be of good cheer. Tis the season
to be jolly.

Parking Actions in Westfield Create
A Negative Impression of Town

Editor’s Note: The following letter was
sent to the parking enforcement division
of the Westfield Police Department and
copied to The Westfield Leader.

I am a lifelong resident of the Westfield
area and have read the many articles that
have been written to The Westfield Leader
by both the community and local retailers
regarding the town’s parking ticketing
policies. Recently, my family was per-
sonally affected by these policies.

On December 4, my wife pulled into a
parking spot in the lot on North Avenue
across from MotoPhoto. She had to make
a quick phone call and needed to remove
my 2-year-old daughter from her child
safety seat prior to getting out of the car to
put money in the meter. While still in the
car, she was handed a ticket by a parking

enforcement officer. The officer said she
had driven around the lot twice prior to
writing the ticket (a time lapse that could
have been no more than two minutes).
She admitted that she had not seen my
wife inside of the car, but that it was too
late to void the ticket as it had already
been written.

These such actions create a negative
impression of our town and are exactly
why our local retailers are so gravely
concerned in this most difficult economic
climate. As an entrepreneur and taxpayer,
it is my strong belief that any division
running at a deficit needs to be restruc-
tured to obtain a positive cash flow or be
eliminated.

Sean Flannery
Westfield

No Stomach to Tackle the Ills of
Political Correctness (Oxymoron)

This time of year, we seem to have our share
of house fires. There were recent fires of homes
in Cranford, Garwood, Scotch Plains and
Fanwood. Fortunately, no one was killed or
seriously injured in these incidents. In nearby
urban areas, people have been killed.

Faulty electrical systems are frequently re-
ported as a cause, although we do not have the
data to know exactly the reason for fires in
homes during early winter. But it makes sense
that the start of cold weather creates strain on
housing heating and electrical systems that have
probably been left alone for some time, and not
inspected.

Monday, a near disaster occurred in Summit.
The town is the highest income municipality in
the county, but it has its slums and slumlords.
Thirty-five to 40 persons were left homeless
when a two-family house was destroyed by fire.
That is correct -- 35 to 40 left homeless by one
house fire!

Summit Fire Chief Joseph Houck said
firefighters responded in about two minutes,
along with the Summit Police Department.

Firefighters from Millburn, Springfield, Union
and Westfield were on the scene, and Elizabeth,

Cranford and Plainfield provided station cover-
age. Ambulances from Summit, Chatham,
Springfield and Union were also on hand.

The house was rented to two families from
Mexico. Seems to us that the dwelling was way
overcrowded and the Summit housing inspec-
tion system failed.

How could this many people be permitted to
live in one house? Mayor Jordan Glatt, please
tell us how this is possible.

According to The Star-Ledger report, the land-
lord and owner Tam Dang owns at least five
properties in Summit and Mr. Dang is an em-
ployee of the Summit Housing Authority.

He was brought to court and fined, the mayor
said. “It’s despicable. He’s thumbed his nose at
us. We’ll really go after him. He deserves the full
extent of the law.”

The firefighters can put out fires, but they can’t
stop the ill-thought political weakness that al-
lows these conditions to exist. Overcrowding
being permitted, lack of accountability by many
involved and greed must not be tolerated. Those
with no stomach to tackle the ills of political
correctness (oxymoron), those willing to turn
their heads — it must be dealt with.

Governor Corzine on President-Elect Obama’s
Radio Address to the Nation on the Economy

President-elect Barack Obama [last
week] made two things abundantly clear in
his radio address regarding the nation’s
economy: our economic situation is, in-
deed, dire, and he understands what the
American people are facing and is ready to
do what it takes to return our nation to
prosperity.

We know we need to create new jobs
and create them now if we are to quickly
emerge from this national recession, which
is the reason in New Jersey we have accel-
erated billions of dollars in the construc-
tion of schools, highways and other critical
infrastructure projects. But we know there
is only so much we can do as but one of 50
states. President-elect Obama’s advocacy
for a similar approach on a national level is
exactly the direction we need for a nation-
wide, full-scale economic recovery.

With billions of dollars in pending
projects on the drawing board in every
state in the nation, with unemployment
lines growing longer by the day, we have
quickly moved into a ‘use it or lose it’
situation that necessitates us to act now,
or risk sinking even deeper into an eco-
nomic morass. But as the President-elect
said, we must also move wisely as to
optimize the return on our investment.

These are trying times, but they are also
a time of opportunity. By following Presi-
dent-elect Obama’s lead and moving
quickly and responsibly in putting Ameri-
cans to work today, we can build the
infrastructure of tomorrow and emerge
even stronger once the economic tide
turns.

Jon Corzine
Governor of New Jersey
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