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GW Council to Hold
Reorg. Meeting Jan. 4
GARWOOD — The annual re-or-

ganization meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held Sunday, January
4, at 3 p.m., in the council chambers
of the municipal building, located at
403 South Avenue.

The public is invited and encour-
aged to attend. For more information,
call  (908) 789-0710.

‘TIS THE SEASON TO BE JOLLY…Union County Freeholder Vice-Chairman
Alex Mirabella and Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski (second from right) and
Deborah Scanlon join Santa and Mrs. Claus at Union County’s annual Nature Craft
Show and Holiday Lights Celebration at the Watchung Reservation in Mountainside.

TRUST – A family business 
built on reputation.

QUALITY – The finest materials 
create a superior Mattress,
manufactured locally.

FULL SERVICE – Delivered 
from our showroom to your 
home, including custom sizes &
firmness.

VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we 
invest in our product, not the hype. 
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From Our Family 
to Yours

“We Wish You Comfort & Joy 
This Holiday Season”Drop Box Location

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Obama Designates Jackson
To Head EPA in Washington
President-elect Barack Obama

has named former New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) Commissioner Lisa
Jackson as his designee to head the
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), according to news reports.
The post is the same that former
Governor Christine Whitman held
in the Bush Administration. Ms.
Jackson currently serves as Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s chief of staff.
She had worked for the EPA for 19
years.

Auto Industry Bailout Fails
In Senate; Bush Intervenes

President George W. Bush and
his administration are considering
using some of the $700 billion Wall
Street bailout funds to keep the U.S.
auto industry afloat. This comes
after a $14 billion aid package failed
in the U.S. Senate after the United
Auto Workers (UAW) union refused
to take pay cuts as demanded by
Republicans, according to news re-
ports. The union’s contract expires
in 2011.

Republicans refused to back aid
for General Motors, Ford and
Chrysler without a guarantee that by
the end of next year the UAW agrees
to wage cuts to bring their pay into
line with U.S. plants of Japanese
carmakers.
Governor Charged With Trying

To Sell Obama’s Senate Seat
Federal authorities last week sub-

poenaed documents from Tribune
Co. as they probe whether or not
second-term Illinois Governor Rod
Blagojevich and his chief of staff,
John Harris, conspired to pressure
the company to fire members of the
Chicago Tribune editorial board, ac-
cording to Editor & Publisher.

Blagojevich and Harris were ar-
rested on December 9 on federal cor-
ruption charges for attempting to sell
the United States Senate seat being
vacated by President-elect Barack
Obama. The governor was to have
appointed a successor to Mr. Obama’s
Senate seat. CNN reported that
Blagojevich was released on $4,500
bail. Each was charged with a count
of conspiracy to commit mail and
wire fraud and a count of solicitation
of bribery, according to the CNN
report.

The calls for the Governor to re-

sign have come from Mr. Obama,
Illinois Lieutenant Governor
Patrick Quinn, a Democrat, Sena-
tor Dick Durbin (D-Ill.) and Na-
tional Democratic Party Chairman
Howard Dean. Mr. Quinn has asked
the Illinois Legislation to immedi-
ately begin impeachment proceed-
ings if Blagojevich does not re-
sign.

Mulcahy Fired As Rutgers’
A.D. Amid Unchecked Spending

Rutgers University has fired the
school’s athletic director, Robert
Mulcahy, amid allegations of secret
financial deals with Scarlet Knights’
head football coach Greg Schiano.
The Star Ledger has conducted an
investigative series where it is al-
leged “hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars” of unchecked budget spending
for “contract enhancements” to the
coach. Meanwhile, the paper said Mr.
Mulcahy was paid $341,000, plus a
$60,000 performance bonus and
membership to Baltusrol Golf Club
in Springfield.

Camden County Clerk
To Replace Adler in Senate

Camden County Clerk James
Beach will replace Congressman-
elect John Adler in the State Senate,
according to poltickernj.com. Mr.
Beech, a former two-term Camden
County Freeholder, has served as
county clerk since 1995. Mr. Beach
would have to win a special election
convention, but he is not expected to
face any opposition, according to
the report. Governor Jon Corzine
would then appoint a new Camden
County clerk.

Republican Assembly members
Michael Doherty and Marcia
Karrow are battling to be appointed
by the GOP to the 23rd Legislative
District Senate seat being vacated
by Congressman-elect Leonard
Lance.

Freehold Cuts Salaries
For ‘Unaccredited’ Degrees

The Freehold Regional High
School District has cut the salaries of
two staffers because they had received
doctoral degrees from unaccredited
colleges, the Asbury Park Press re-
ported.

State Legislation currently under
consideration in Trenton would re-
quire such degrees be from state-
licensed universities or those ap-
proved by the U.S. Department of
Education.

 

Residents Made Difference
In Denial of Cell Tower

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD — The earnest voice
of residents weighed on the township
zoning board of adjustment’s unani-
mous, Monday, December 8, decision
to reject a 120-foot cell tower mono-
pole proposed in a residential neigh-
borhood at the Cranford Swim Club.

The 10-hearing heated debate be-
tween the applicant, SMSA Limited
Partnership, consisting of Verizon Wire-
less, AT&T and T-Mobile, and a team
of Westfield and Cranford residents
represented by their attorney John
Schmidt, had heard testimony by the
applicant’s radiofrequency expert Glenn
Pierson citing a gap in coverage.

Board member Christopher Drew
told The Westfield Leader that after
hearing testimony by residents at the
November meeting that cited their
own test of cell phone service in the
“gap” that showed they could make
calls inside buildings and outside
without a problem that, “I think you
have to trust the people on the ground.
Who better to judge than the folks
who are affected by it?”

“Based on testimony I felt it was
the right thing to do,” he said. The
application sought seven variances,
including use, height and setback. “It
was way too much all the way around.
A bad place, a bad project and, quite
frankly, I’m very happy for the resi-
dents.”

Jo Ann Neylan told The Leader she
and Vicki Kimmins attended the meet-
ings to support the Westfield resi-
dents as second ward representatives
of the Westfield Town Council.

“We’re happy that the residents
were satisfied [by the board’s deci-
sion to deny the application]. We just
hope that the technology in the future
is as such that they don’t have to have
so many cell towers around,” Ms.
Neylan said.

Ms. Kimmins said the zoning board
“really listened to the residents. How
it affected them personally — it re-
ally counted... All those voices to-
gether really made a difference,” she
said. “I think the decision was a cor-
rect one. Too close to a residential
area and too close to a park.”

Robert Hellenbrecht, chairman of
the Cranford board, said, “My belief
was that there was not a significant
gap in service and weighed against
the detriment, we as a board felt com-
pelled to deny it.”

Mr. Schmidt, in his closing remarks,
said, “The evidence in this case says
the application should be denied.” He
also said when his radiofrequency
expert requested to review the data
that was relied upon for Mr. Pierson’s
evidence of a gap of coverage that
“there was none.”

The applicant’s attorney, Gregory
Meese, said drive test data showing his
applicant having a significant gap in
coverage along Kenilworth Boulevard
and Springfield Avenue is updated regu-
larly and is why the old data was erased
and he said the data didn’t change.

Norman Albert, a representative
for the County of Union and a
Cranford resident, asked the board
to consider its “common sense” when
weighing the detriment a cell tower
would have on property values, sid-
ing that a tower would decrease the
value of a home.

John Schuvart, a Westfield resident
who, along with his wife Jenny and
son Michael, was among a group of
some 90 people who hired Mr.
Schmidt, said the tower “would have
cost the neighborhood property value
loss… This is almost everybody’s
single investment in their lives.”

“If you want to be in the cell phone
business, you got to pay the price. But
don’t lean on us,” Mr. Schuvart said.
He told The Leader that residents
spent about $40,000 to $50,000 to
battle the case.

“It’s so sad that things are handled
this way, that it puts so much stress on
people, the residents. We have lost
some of our lives, our health. Every
night my last thoughts were ‘how the
heck are we going to fight this cell
tower?’ Isn’t that a shame?” said Mr.
Shuvart, who has owned his home for
over 40 years. “We pay our taxes
every quarter, we’ve been good citi-
zens, we raised our children here. To
be confronted with this in this time in
your life is so sad. Our neighbors are
mostly older. It’s tough. It’s disrupt-
ing our lives. It’s going to take us a
while to get over it. My wife says she
doesn’t think she’ll ever get over it.
There is so much they could have
done to make it easier.”

Frank Krause, a Cranford resident,
said the decision to deny the applica-
tion “certainly was saving the value
of the land” for the residential lots in
Westfield and Cranford surrounding
the proposed site, the swim club prop-
erty and the Union County Green
Acres parkland.

Cranford resident Marjorie Meise
told the board “before I left today my
daughter, a college student, said to
me ‘you go mom, you bring forth
your voice…, but it’s not going to
change a thing.’” “I said…‘People’s
voices count…’”

In a final statement by Mr. Drew at
last Monday’s hearing, he said to Ms.
Meise, “Please tell her and all of her
friends that they can always make a
difference and that her mom abso-
lutely made a difference today.”

“We’ve (the board) never had the
participation and we’ve never had the
strong opinion of so many residents.
I take that to heart and I take that
serious,” board member Ronald
Marotta said.

“I felt this was an unfair applica-
tion for the residents to have this
tower behind there homes. No one
else in the state and the country has
experienced this…these people have
been asked an unusual burden,” board
member Carolyn Youngs said. “I think
it’s really unrealistic to have these
cell towers within a couple miles of
each other.”

Mr. Meese did not return phone
calls inquiring about his client’s deci-
sion to appeal the board’s decision.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
  

 

  229 CHARLES STREET WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

  DOCTORMERRIMAN@AOL.COM 

  908-389-0222 

We would like to wish our patients and their families a very Merry Christmas, 

Happy Holidays and a Healthy New Year!  Our success is a direct result 

of having terrific patients who have helped our practice grow by their referrals 

of family and friends and their continued support.  We recognize that 

they have many choices when it comes to their dental care  

and we are very grateful that they chose us. 
 

May our community experience the joy and magic of the 

season and throughout the coming year. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Merriman and Staff 

Board Denies Permit to
Home-based Limo Business

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The
township’s zoning board of adjustment
unanimously turned down an applica-
tion for a temporary operating permit
that would have allowed a Warren Street
resident to operate his limousine busi-
ness from his home.

Robert Margeotes was denied the
permit after a hearing of nearly 90
minutes that saw half-a-dozen neigh-
bors speak out in opposition to the
application. Mr. Margeotes utilizes
one, six-passenger van at present to
transport clients to and from the air-
port and local train stations and also
drives seniors citizens to and from
various appointments. He told the
board he has one employee who drives
the van during the evening hours,
while he primarily operates the ve-
hicle during the daytime.

Neighbors, during the public com-
ment section of  December 4 hearing,
complained that Mr. Margeotes, de-
spite his claim to the contrary, often
parks his large van on the relatively
narrow street, making it difficult for
cars traveling in opposite directions
to safely pass each other. Other neigh-
bors complained about litter from
drivers employed by Mr. Margeotes
and about late night comings and

goings by Mr. Margeotes’ drivers
when dropping the van back at his
house after their work for the evening
is completed. Warren Street resident,
Lance Jacobs, said his 15-year-old
daughter was uncomfortable walk-
ing to nearby friends’ homes at night
when Mr. Margeotes’ drivers, who
Mr. Jacobs described as “unsavory”
and “undesirable,” were sitting in their
cars parked on Warren Street.

“I implore you to retain the charac-
ter” of the neighborhood, Warren
Street resident Jackie Kaufman said.

Board member Mary DePaola said,
“A business in a residential neighbor-
hood is a detriment.” Board member
Rich Duthie said enforcing any condi-
tions of a temporary operating permit
would be “difficult at best.” Board
member Ken Anderson asked his col-
leagues that if Mr. Margeotes were
appearing before the board seeking to
renew his permit, “would we approve
an extension given what was heard
unanimously from the neighbors?”

Board member Chris Abeel said
the Warren Street residents “have a
right to maintain the quiet enjoyment
of their residences.”

Corzine Signs Bills
TRENTON – Gov. Jon Corzine has

signed the following bills into law: A-
562, establishes pilot program to trans-
fer surplus state motor vehicles to cer-
tain non-profit organizations; A-1113/
S-1898, reduces notice that school dis-
tricts are required to give superinten-
dents if the district determines not to
reappoint the superintendent; A-1498/
S-564, requires  information be given to
next of kin of relatives killed or inca-
pacitated in motor vehicle accidents,
and caps certain abandoned vehicle stor-
age fees.

 Also signed were: A-2232/S-1768,
permits siting of New Jersey Hall of
Fame project anywhere in the state, and
A-2731/S-1908, permits municipalities
and counties to make certain traffic engi-
neering decisions without Department of
Transportation (DOT) approval.


