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Lance Prepares to Assume
Leadership of 7th District

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
WE’LL TAKE THIS TREE...Westfield Y’s Men volunteer Geoff Hazzard wraps
a Christmas tree for a purchaser at the Y’s  Men tree sale on Saturday.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PIPING TUNES...Frank Watson of the Watson Highlanders Bagpipe Band
performs Christmas music and traditional bagpipe tunes for passengers on
Saturday’s Santa Train at the Westfield Train Station.

DEAR SANTA...Julia Bell tells her Christmas wishes to Santa at Holy Trinity
Interparochial School’s Annual Breakfast with Santa. This event brings families
from the Westfield and Mountainside campuses together.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS... Volunteers from the Knights of Columbus
set up a nativity scene in front of the Westfield train station Saturday morning.

Garwood BOE, Ed. Union
Seek Contract Agreement

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — During Tuesday’s
meeting, the Garwood Board of Educa-
tion provided an update on the ongoing
negotiations between the board and the
Garwood Education Association over a
new teachers’ contract.

At the November 17 meeting, the
board announced that they had
reached a tentative agreement with
the GEA. Board Negotiations Com-
mittee Chairman John Sullivan said
the board had received a scattergram
of salaries and a memorandum of
agreement this week. These prelimi-
nary documents were discussed in
executive session on Tuesday night.

“Basically, [the memorandum of
agreement is] the things that we have
agreed upon to come to the tentative
agreement that we now have to sign off
on and vote on as a board,” Mr. Sullivan
said.

Both the GEA and Garwood BOE
will review the memorandum of agree-
ment and provide input and comments
for their respective negotiating com-
mittees. Mr. Sullivan did not expect a
settlement to be reached prior to the
holiday break, but was optimistic that a
final contract agreement is forthcom-
ing.

“As much as both sides would like to
see this done immediately, I think it’s
going to take a few weeks,” Mr. Sullivan
said. “I think that we’re moving very
well in the same direction.”

Negotiations between the GEA and
the BOE began in January. The teacher’s
contract, which covers roughly 40 staff
members, expired in June and both
parties applied for mediation in July.

Also on Tuesday, Lincoln School
Principal Mary Emmons said the school
had received a grant for nearly $3,500
from the Education Foundation of
Garwood for “Study Island,” a web-
based test preparation program geared
toward the New Jersey Assessment of

Skills and Knowledge (NJ ASK).
“It’s a web-based program that helps

the students study for the NJ ASK,” Ms.
Emmons said. “They practice the skills
they need for the NJASK, the reading,
the writing and, depending on the grade
level, science.”

Ms. Emmons said the program would
be integrated into student’s computer
curriculum initially. The study aid al-
lows teachers to track students’ progress
in order to better prepare for the tests.
Students will also be able to access the
program outside of school via the
Internet. Ms. Emmons said the grant
would run through June 2010.

Board members expressed concern
on Tuesday about a bill before the State
Legislature that would change the date
for school board elections. The bill,
Senate Bill 1861, calls for moving
school board elections to November
and eliminates votes on school budgets
unless they exceed the spending cap.
The bill was passed by the assembly in
May and was recently reported from
the Senate Education Committee.

Christine Guerriero, the board’s liai-
son to the Union County School Boards
Association, said the move would po-
liticize the election and also complicate
the budget process for school districts.
The New Jersey State School Boards
Association opposes the bill.

“Certainly the concern is by mov-
ing the school board elections to No-
vember it would make it more of a
political election as opposed to some-
thing that’s non-partisan,” Ms.
Guerriero said. “That’s definitely
something that we’re going to have to
deal with as a group and as an organi-
zation.”

Prior to the meeting, the board held
a small ceremony for the district’s
honor society students. Six students
from grades five through eight were
recognized for achieving “straight
A’s” during the school year’s first
marking period.
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Mountainside
The council then moved into execu-

tive session.
A special public meeting will take

place on Tuesday, December 23, to
discuss COAH requirements and the
borough’s affordable-housing plan. The
reorganization meeting is scheduled
for Tuesday, January 6, at 7 p.m.

members went into executive ses-
sion; among the items to be discussed
was the FMBA Local 30 (Firemen’s
Mutual Benevolent Association) con-
tract.

Concerning fees raised, the town
passed an omnibus package of fee
increases under the Code Review and
Town Property Committee.

The fee for “C” variances, also
known as bulk variances, will rise.
This type of variance, according to
Town Planner Bill Drew, is the “most
prevalent type of application a town
resident would file.”

A resident would file a “C” vari-
ance if, for example, he or she sought
to create an addition on a home that
did not comply with the prevailing
zoning standards.

Currently, a flat $50 fee exists re-
gardless of the amount of variances
filed. Under the new package, a single
variance would cost $150. Those with
multiple variances would pay $95
each.

“We compared ourselves with the
surrounding municipalities,” Mr.
Drew told The Leader earlier this
month, “and found that we were on
the bottom of the list. We decided to
raise our fees so that they’re competi-
tive, not first.”

As part of the omnibus fee pack-
age, the ordinance calls for a $1,000
fee to convene a special meeting of
the planning board or board of adjust-
ment, up from $750.

The town will increase its per-prop-
erty sidewalk permit fee, from $1 to
$10. The fee had not been changed
since the mid-1980s.

According to Acting Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon, the permit “gives
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Westfield Town Council
us an idea of where the work’s occur-
ring and gives our inspector a chance
to make sure everything is done to our
standards.”

The town, while poised to increase
the permit rate at the Lamberts Mill
Road conservation center, had to
abruptly close the hearing and with-
draw the ordinance after a resident
critiqued the ordinance’s language.

Cynthia Foulke of Dudley Avenue
noticed that the ordinance stated that
not only will the town impose a higher
yearly permit fee, but “in addition,”
another fee would be charged.

Town Attorney Bob Cockren said
the ordinance was drafted without his
input. He agreed with Mrs. Fouke
that “some ambiguity” does exist. He
said that deferring the matter to Janu-
ary was the “right thing to do.” At that
point, the mayor closed the hearing.

When all is finalized, permits would
cost $65, up from $55. The daily fee,
formerly $15, will be $20.

Two, single-family dwellings on
Rahway Avenue, both currently
owned by Carl and Olga Teschke and
in the process of switching owner-
ship to Daunno Development, will be
demolished in preparation for the cre-
ation of Forest Glen Estates, a three-
lot subdivision on a cul-de-sac off of
Rahway Avenue. The Estates will fea-
ture a new road, Forest Glen Court,
which will be exclusive to the three
new homes.

The more-than-half-acre lots will
back up to Tamaques Park and St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church.

The town council will hold its reor-
ganization meeting on Friday, Janu-
ary 2, 2009, at 6 p.m. at the municipal
building.

tee, a financial aid night, a topic he said
is important in light of the recession,
and offers various services for students,
including career cruising and counse-
lor groups.

 He has also worked on better under-
standing athletic recruiting by plan-
ning meetings with coaches and coun-
selors to identify student athletes to
potentially play in college.

Mr. White also said the department
received a grant, which will fund train-
ing, a department name change, career
tools for students and a spring barbecue
to talk to juniors, among others.

Ms. Whitaker-Thornton gave an over-
view of the special service support net-
work, which encompasses a special
education team of 29 teachers, a child
study team and seven para-educators.
The program options are pull-out sup-
port/academic lab, a non-credit course
; in-class support, a general education
class; replacement instruction, for stu-
dents who need more support, and the
departmentalized programs BRIDGE
and The PREP, for students who need
an even more structured and supportive
learning environment.

Three parents also spoke about the
Everyday Math series used in the school
district and how they felt it is not foster-
ing good math skills. They each said
World Class Math better teaches stu-
dents basic math skills.

Lincoln School kindergarten regis-
tration takes place from January 26
through February 5, and appointments
are now being scheduled. Parents should
call (908) 789-4455.

At the next meeting, to be held on
Tuesday, January 13, at 8 p.m. at
Edison Intermediate School, Super-
intendent of Schools Margaret Dolan
will discuss the redistricting plan.
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Westfield Board of Education

Westfield
Tuesday, December 9, Ravi P.

Singhvi, 34, of Westfield was arrested
at Westfield police headquarters on
an outstanding Secaucus motor ve-
hicle warrant in the amount of $150.
He was processed and released after
posting bail.

Thursday, December 11, the man-
ager of a business on South Avenue,
East, reported that a trailer utilized to
store used tires was forcibly entered
and an undetermined number of used
tires was removed.

Thursday, December 11, Scott L.
Edmonds, 31, of Asbury Park was
arrested on the 100 block of Prospect
Street on two Westfield motor ve-
hicle warrants totaling $154. He was
transported to Westfield police head-
quarters, where he was processed and
released after posting bail.

Thursday, December 11, Marcus
Rawls, 40, of Newark was arrested in
Westfield Municipal Court on four
outstanding criminal warrants from
Elizabeth totaling $2,500. He was
turned over to the Elizabeth Police
Department.

Monday, December 15, an estimated
$2,000 in cash and jewelry was re-
ported stolen from a home on the 1100
block of Lawrence Avenue. Entry was
gained by forcing open a rear door.

Captain Clifford Auchter of the
Westfield Police Department con-
firmed the incident occurred around
the same time as a burglary to a resi-
dence on Deer Path in Mountainside,
which occurred in the middle of the
day on Monday. Authorities from the
two municipalities are continuing to
investigate.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 9, a resident of

Cedar Avenue reported that someone
made unauthorized charges on his
credit card.

Tuesday, December 9, a resident of
Glen Road reported seeing a suspi-
cious black male wearing glasses in
her back yard. According to police, a
search of the surrounding area did not
produce a suspect.

Friday, December 12, Laura K.
Kowalski, 23, of Berkeley Heights
was arrested and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI) after a
motor vehicle stop on Route 22, East,
at Glen Road. According to police,
she was also charged with several
moving violations as well as being an
uninsured motorist.

Saturday, December 13, a patron of
a Route 22 theater reported that he
lost his wallet in the parking lot. The
wallet contained identification and
$20 in cash.

Sunday, December 14, Achir
Kalra, 28, of Newark was arrested
and charged with DWI after being
found asleep in his vehicle in a drive-
way on Old Tote Road. He was in-
volved in a one vehicle hit-and-run
on Oak Tree Road earlier in the
evening, police said. According to
police, he was also charged with
several other violations including
leaving the scene of a motor vehicle
accident, failure to report an acci-
dent and consumption of an alco-
holic beverage in a motor vehicle.

Monday, December 15, a burglary
was reported at a Deer Path residence
during the middle of the day. The
front door had been forced open, after
which the master bedroom was ran-
sacked and various items of jewelry
were taken. As of press time, the total
value of the missing jewelry had not
been determined.

Captain Richard Osieja of the
Mountainside Police Department con-
firmed that a boot print had been
recovered from the door of the resi-
dence, and that the incident remains

under investigation. He added that
Mountainside police are working with
Westfield authorities, since home bur-
glaries have recently been reported
there as well.

Fanwood
Monday, December 1, a resident of

Poplar Place reported that someone
attempted to open a credit card in his
name without authorization but was
unsuccessful. Police are investigating.

Wednesday, December 3, Katrina S.
Washington-Woma, 39, of Plainfield
was arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Roselle after a field investiga-
tion. She was processed and released.

Wednesday, December 3, Sandra
Domino, 49, of East Orange was
arrested for outstanding warrants out
of Bayonne, Mountainside and New-
ark after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. She was processed
and turned over to the Bayonne Po-
lice Department.

Thursday, December 4, Scott A.
Smith, 40, of Fanwood was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after a motor vehicle stop
on Martine Avenue. He was processed
and turned over to a responsible adult.

Monday, December 8, Theodore L.
Clark, 49, of Newark was arrested on an
outstanding Fanwood warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. He was processed
and turned over to the Union County
jail.

Monday, December 8, Edmund A.
Doku, 34, of North Brunswick was
arrested on an outstanding South Bound
Brook warrant after a motor vehicle
stop on Terrill Road. He was processed
and released.

Tuesday, December 9, Albert E.
Smith, 42, of New Providence was
arrested for an outstanding Clark war-
rant after a motor vehicle stop on
Martine Avenue. He was processed and
released.

Tuesday, December 9, Calvin E.
Roberts, 28, of Plainfield was arrested
on the 100 block of Martine Avenue on
an outstanding warrant out of Clark,
following a field investigation. He was
processed and released.

Monday, December 15, a resident of
MacLennan Place reported that some-
one broke into her motor vehicle, which
was parked unlocked in her driveway,
sometime between the hours of 8 p.m.
on Sunday, December 14, and 8 a.m. on
Monday, December 15. A GPS system
and a radar detector were removed. The
value of the items stolen is approxi-
mately $300.

nies,” Mr. Lance said. “We simply can-
not subsidize any aspect of the Ameri-
can economy. We have to have a realis-
tic plan so that these companies can
continue to exist.”

He said the three automakers, Gen-
eral Motors, Ford and Chrysler, should
have done more to produce energy-
efficient vehicles.

When asked whether the automakers
should go into chapter 11-bankruptcy
protection instead of receiving a bail-
out, Mr. Lance said he believes a “full
analysis” is needed to decide whether
chapter 11 would be the best solution.

“There is also a lot of discussion that
there should be new leadership at the
automotive companies,” Mr. Lance said.
“Under no circumstances should there
be bonuses. The pay packages of some
of the top executives really are exces-
sive.”

The Congressman-elect said “greater
regulation of speculation in oil com-
modities” is needed following last
summer’s $4 per gallon gasoline prices.

“Under no circumstances should we
slack off in our desire to be energy
independent simply because gasoline
prices are lower than they were in the
middle of the summer,” he said. “I think
this country has to become energy in-
dependent, not only for economic pur-
poses, but also as a matter of national
security.”

When asked about the Federal
government’s role on foreclosures, Mr.
Lance said the government should “pro-
tect the old-fashioned standard way of
mortgages,” namely 30-year, fixed-rate
mortgages. “I favor helping out those
who are in difficulty by perhaps stretch-
ing out their mortgages and not having
excessive rates of interest.”

He said an investigation of the credit
rating agencies is warranted. “The
mortgages were bundled into these ex-
otic instruments that I don’t completely
understand and the credit agencies gave
them very high ratings, in some cases,
triple A ratings, and that was clearly
inappropriate,” Mr. Lance said.

On foreign affairs issues, the Con-
gressman-elect said Congress should
enact all of the recommendations made
by the 9/11 Commission.

“I want to give the President of the
United States (George W. Bush) and
(Homeland Security) Secretary Michael
Chertoff credit for what they have done”
in keeping the nation safe from further
attacks. “I am sure history will demon-

strate that there have been potential
attacks on the United States that did not
occur due to the actions of the President
and Secretary Chertoff.”

“I think we have to have greater
diplomacy in the world and I hope our
reputation in the world is enhanced by
the election of President-elect Obama.
Throughout the world he is well re-
spected (and) I intend to work with him
in my capacity as a member of Con-
gress,” Mr. Lance stated.

The Congressman-elect said he hopes
to serve on either the House Budget or
Financial Services Committees and,
perhaps, on the Energy and Commerce
Committee, of which Rep. Mike
Ferguson currently serves. The panel
has jurisdiction of pharmaceutical is-
sues.

“There are more pharmaceutical jobs
in this Congressional district than in
any Congressional district in the United
States,” Mr. Lance said.

Speaking on the arrest of Illinois
Governor Rod Blagojevich, Mr. Lance
said, “What I have heard of this shocks
me that the appointment on an interim
basis of [a] United States Senator could
somehow be for sale…particularly
when the Senate seat in question was
held by the President of the United
States,” he said, noting that 2009 marks
the 200th anniversary of the birth of
Abraham Lincoln, the last President
since Mr. Obama to be elected from
Illinois.

“One would hope that his Senate seat
could be filled in an above board man-
ner,” Mr. Lance said.

On the political side, Mr. Lance said
he considers himself to be a “moderate
Republican” who “believes deeply in
fiscal responsibility,” “environmental
protection,” and that people should de-
cide for themselves “on individual is-
sues of conscience.”

“I would hope that moving forward
we could be united as a party around the
principal issue that binds us together
and that is fiscal responsibility. I think
we (Republicans) lost our way over the
course of this decade…and I think we
have to get back to basics,” Mr. Lance
said. “I favor bipartisan cooperation…
The American people want us in Con-
gress to put country above party.”

He said the New Jersey Congres-
sional delegation, which will be 8-5 in
favor of Democrats, would work to-
gether on issues such as port security
and increased aid for Amtrak.

Optimist Club, Rotary
Distribute Food Baskets

WESTFIELD — Members of the
Westfield Optimist Club and Rotary
Club helped provide holiday food
baskets to 75 local families.

Earlier this month, Rotarians joined
Optimist Club members to distribute
a record number of holiday food bas-
kets to Westfield’s needy families and
then enjoyed a festive holiday break-
fast with friends and family.

For nearly 20 years, this has been
an annual community service project
for the Optimist Club of Westfield;
funding for this program comes from
the Optimist Club, Westfield Rotary,
anonymous donors and individual
Optimist and Rotary families who
sponsor baskets.

Among the many who lended their
efforts, Lillian Corsi, Westfield di-
rector of Human Services, helped co-
ordinate with all the families in need.
King’s of Garwood helped assemble
food baskets with poinsettias; boxes
of candy were donated by George
Brummer of Brummer’s Candy; De-
licious Orchards, an online market,
contributed bags of cookies.

Mside BOE Provides $14,000
In Teacher Assistanceships
By CAROLYN FREUNDLICH
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside school board approved
$14,000 in tuition assistance for seven
teachers at Marygrove College in De-
troit, Mich., the University of Scranton,
Pa., the College of St. Elizabeth in
Convent Station and New Jersey City
University in Jersey City.

Board President Mary Beth
Schaumberg said it “always does my
heart good to see the staff seek extra
education. It benefits not only them-
selves but the students and the commu-
nity as well.” The school district offers
full reimbursement of teacher’s tuition
for additional education.

Ms. Schaumberg said Marygrove is
an online college and is accredited by
both the state and federal education
departments.

The board also discussed the perfor-
mance of an unnamed teacher and its
policy with untenured teachers. School
officials said the unnamed teacher is
alleged to have demonstrated ineffec-
tive classroom management skills and
inconsistent teaching habits on three
separate accounts. This is alleged to
have led to misbehavior of certain stu-
dents and interfered with other stu-
dents’ learning.

Officials said the teacher was alleged
to have inhibited student’s critical-think-
ing skills by asking questions that the
teacher did not let the children think
long enough about before providing an
answer. The teacher is required to at-
tend classes and observe other teachers
in a classroom environment.

The board approved to pay the total
expense for all school field trips. In the

spring, Deerfield School has two sched-
uled field trips, totaling $2,390. In May
2009, two busses will take Grades 5-8
Band to Dorney Park in Pennsylvania,
a $1,740 expense.

Board member Cathy Jakositz ques-
tioned this practice, asking if “parents
usually pay for field trips in other dis-
tricts, why not in Mountainside? We
could use the extra money allocated to
field trips to subsidize other expenses.”

Ms. Schaumberg responded, “The
budget has already been decided, but
that the issue can be addressed at a later
date.”

Ms. Baubles said the district has
requested more books from the town
library to supplement the books avail-
able to the students at Beechwood and
Deerfield schools. She said the addi-
tional books would improve the stu-
dents’ resources, while financially help-
ing the school system.

The CSA also noted that the New
Jersey Department of Education
(NJDOE) is looking to make preschool
mandatory in all of the state’s school
systems. Specifics of the NJDOE ini-
tiative are not yet known. Mountainside
has a preschool called the Peak Pro-
gram Preschool. In anticipation of po-
tential NJDOE new requirements, the
board will have Peak teachers attend
creativity programs. Also, the board
decided to add seasoned preschool
teachers to the school. Officials said
they did not expect any additional state
funding to pay for this cost.

The next meeting of the board will be
held Tuesday, January 13, at 7:30 p.m.
in the Susan O. Collier Media Center at
the Beechwood School, located at 1497
Woodacres Drive.


