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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

One thing is for sure, the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School gym-
nastic team exceeded its goals set at
the beginning of the season.

“Our goals were set high this year
with this being the first season in
many that we didn’t have any gym-
nasts on the injured list. Our primary
goal was to make sure that we kept
everyone healthy,” said Raider Head
Coach Lisa Cerchio. “With that goal
in mind, our second team goal was to
improve our scores as much as we
could and beat our previous five-year
record high of 102.75. Our last goal
was to break a 500 season and we did
that with flying colors.”

The Raiders did it all by staying
healthy, shattering their five-year high
total on several occasions and finish-
ing with a 10-4 record. The Raiders
had a great meet even though they
lost to seventh-ranked rival Westfield
in a 109.775-102.675 defeat, but on
October 16 they presented coach
Cerchio with a career-high 104.95 in
a meet with Watchung Hills.

“We far exceeded all goals that we
set for ourselves,” said coach Cerchio,
who considered their third-place per-
formance of a 104.6 team total in the
Union County Tournament (UCT) to
be the highlight of the season.

“The entire team had a fantastic
meet and we placed individually as
well,” she said.

The Raiders’ success throughout
the season came primarily from a
strong group of juniors, Gina Pelosi,
Lindsay Robinson, Jessica Colineri
and Victoria Shack. Robinson placed
third in the UCT with an all-around
total of 35.575 and Pelosi finished
sixth with a 34.7. Pelosi also took
fourth in the vault at 9.25 and fifth on
the uneven bars at 8.85, while
Robinson grabbed fifth on the bal-
ance beam at 8.95 followed by
Colineri at 8.825. Colineri also took
second in the all-around in the
Westfield meet with a 35.775 total.

“Jessica Colineri competed with
so much determination and, this sea-
son, she really contributed to the
team’s success with her solid beam
and floor routines. Gina had gained a
lot of confidence this season on vault
and helped pull the team’s scores up
with solid vaulting scores. Lindsay
had a fantastic season with this being
the first time she was not recovering
from injuries. She competed all four
events regularly and achieved per-

sonal best scores,” said coach Cerchio.
The Raiders completed their season

in style by taking fifth in the sectional
tournament with a team total of 102.125.

“I am so proud of the way that the
team pulled together and rallied at
each meet. They competed with such
determination that they deserved to
achieve all of the goals that they set for
themselves,” said coach Cerchio. “We

Blue Devil Swim Ladies Plan
To Be ‘Very Good Again’
By J.B. RAYMOND

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When Brooke Smith took over as
the Westfield High School (WHS)
girls swimming coach last fall, she
inherited a team that was coming off
a state championship season. That
was the good news. The bad news
was that the 2006-07 team graduated
13 seniors, including 10 girls who
had been major point producers, in-
cluding Julia Cederroth, Kylie Fraser,
Chrissy Isabella, Lauren McCurdy,
Katie Morgan, Brittany Reyes and
Darrell Ann Smith.

So how did that work out?
Smith merely took a very young

team, centered around two outstand-
ing seniors (Liz Hawkins and Alexi
Kuska), one super sophomore
(Suzanne Lemberg) and a talented
freshman class and produced the best
girls swim team in WHS history, and
quite possibly in New Jersey history.
There was one loss, to Immaculate
Heart Academy in mid-season, but
by season’s end, no team was close to
the Blue Devils. The 11 state champi-
onships are the most in the state of
any public school (as is the WHS
boys’ 21 titles).

After the stunning win over West
Windsor-Plainsboro South in the state
final that saw WHS pile up a state
record 4800-plus power points, Smith
had set the bar very high. But that’s
the way she was as a swimmer at
WHS (Class of ’99), the Berkeley
Aquatic Club and the University of
Michigan. Set your goals high, and
then try to reach them.

While losing Hawkins and Kuska
isn’t losing as many points as the
previous year’s graduates had pro-
vided, Kuska was just about as guar-
anteed as you can get to finish first in
whatever she entered, especially the
200 and 500 free, where she holds the
school marks of 1:52.57 and 5:00.79.

And Hawkins was one of the best all-
around girls in school history, be-
yond merely outstanding in the but-
terfly (1 .56) and backstroke (1:01.19,
No. 2 all-time), and also sprint
freestyle.

“Obviously, we lost some great
swimmers with Liz and Alexi, who
were two of our top three point scor-
ers,” Smith said. “But we have a few
key seniors, very strong junior and
sophomore classes, and our fresh-
men are looking great. I think we’ll
be fine.”

Among the seniors, co-captain
Catherine Maguire is closing in on
one of the oldest school records,
Janney Zonnyville’s 1:07.74 back in
1982. C-Mag’s best time is 1:08.27,
third on WHS’s Top 15 List behind …
Smith’s 1:08.03! Lauren Sullivan is a
top sprinter, while co-captain
Michelle Ball (back), Steph Albright
(distance free) and Abby Ryan (but-
terfly) will all be important to the
team’s success.

Lemberg leads the junior class, and
is among the best swimmers in the
entire state. She has school records in
the 50 (23.59) and 100 (52.84) free,
and isn’t far off the school mark in the
100 fly (59.21; again Smith is third
all-time at 59.33). The Class of ’10
also includes solid veterans like
Meredith Smith (free, back, IM),
Emily Budnick (sprints, fly), Elaine
Anderson (all events), feisty Kyle
Higgins (free), Kate Heffernan (IM,
breast, sprints) and Kelsey Wilson
(IM, fly, free).

“Those girls are looking really well,
and we’re going to need them,” Smith
said.

Last year’s freshman class saw a
surprise addition with Becky
DeLaFuente breaking Fran Schmidt’s
25-year-old school record in the but-
terfly, while also producing outstand-
ing freestyle swims, both individually

and on relays. Kylie Bangs (back),
Meg Kaveney (sprints), Ally Rose
(IM), Olivia Scrofani (all events) and
Margaux Fleschler (breast) were all
key parts of last year’s state champi-
ons. Bangs and Scrofani even made
the Top 15 List in the 100 back. And a
surprise addition this winter has been
synchro swimmer Anna Fetter. “She’s
never been on a swim team, but she is
fast in everything,” Smith said.

With so much talent in the upper
classes, the freshmen might not have
to do anything but provide depth this
winter, but Smith sees Maeve
Maloney (fly, back), Jess Cronin
(back) and Krysta Huber (IM, breast)
doing just that.

The schedule is demanding, but, as
a great coach once said, “No guts, no
glory.”

The season opened this past Tues-
day against Mountain Lakes, a match-
up of last year’s Public A and Public
B state champions. Next Thursday,
the girls will take on always-tough
Bridgewater-Raritan followed two
nights later by the huge rivalry meet
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood (Dec.
20, 7 p.m. at the Westfield Y). In
January, there’s an eight-day stretch
that pits WHS against the state’s top
parochial powers, Mount St. Mary
(Jan. 15, home) and Immaculate Heart
(Jan. 23, home), with a Saturday home
meet against Lawrenceville (Jan. 17)
sandwiched in between.

Then it’s on to February, and the
annual county match-up with SP-F
… and then on to states, with
Bridgewater-Raritan, Hillsborough,
West Windsor-Plainsboro South and
the Cherry Hills East and West, Egg
Harbor, Mainland, or whoever comes
out of the south.

“It should be a very exciting and a
very good year for the girls,” Smith
said. “We’ll see how it plays out, but
we will be very good again.”

Live The Dream...

Open the door to thousands of homes for sale at

Burgdorff.com
Below is a Sample of 
Our Houses for Sale

CRANFORD
$729,900. Just 4 yrs. old. Open floor plan. 
4 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, Colonial.
MLS# 2611673. Westfield Office 908 233-0065.

WESTFIELD
$650,000. 55+ community. Wonderful location. 
Near downtown. 2 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, Townhouse. 
MLS# 2610109. Westfield Office 908 233-0065.

WESTFIELD
$849,000. Totally renovated, “Wychwood” Split 
Level. Refinished oak floors. 4 bedrooms, 2.1baths. 
MLS# 2576310. Westfield Office 908 233-0065.  

WESTFIELD
$1,275,000. To be built Colonial/Custom/Victorian 
home. 4 bedrooms, 3.1baths. MLS# 2502743. 
Westfield Office 908 233-0065.

have set the bar high for ourselves for
next season. We are excited to see
these three juniors come back next
season ready to do it again. I have total
confidence in them that, next year,
they will be exceeding their personal
best scores to date. We are very excited
that we will return our top three all-
around gymnasts and hope to add some
freshmen to the mix.”

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE: 676-2008
FIRST READING: 12/4/2008

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed  ordinance was introduced
and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the
County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 4th day of December, 2008, and that
said ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for final passage at the meeting
of said Board of Chosen Freeholders to be held at its meeting room in the County
Administration Building, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New Jersey on the 18th day of
December 2008, at 7:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at
which time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Administration Building of the County, and a copy
is available up to and including the time of such meeting the members of the general
public of the County who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk of the Board
in said County Administration Building in Elizabeth New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE SALARIES OF COUNTY OFFICIALS
AND DEPARTMENT HEADS AS AMENDED

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union as
follows:

Section 1. The salaries of the Freeholders, Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be as
hereinafter set forth.

Section 2. The salaries of the County Manager, Deputy County Manager and the
following Department Heads shall be as hereinafter set forth.  The same shall be effective
as of July 1, 2008 or as of appointment date and remain in effect thru December 31, 2009.

Section 3. That this Ordinance shall take effect at the time and manner provided by law.
Section 4.  That the Clerk of this Board be and she is hereby authorized to publish a

notice in the appropriate newspaper of such introduction and of a public hearing on
December 18, 2008, and shall forward one certified copy of final passage, to each Clerk
of all Municipalities located within the County of Union.

FREEHOLDERS $   29,500
CHAIRMAN $   31,500
VICE-CHAIRMAN $   30,500
COUNTY MANAGER/DEVANNEY $ 168,336
DEPUTY COUNTY MANAGER/GENIEVICH $ 146,357
COUNTY COUNSEL/BARRY $ 149,514
PARKS AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/FAELLA $ 120,300
ENGINEERING, PUBLIC WORKS & FACILITIES/GRAZIANO $ 114,299
PUBLIC SAFETY/CHILDS $ 113,470
FINANCE/CAROSELLI $ 132,771
HUMAN SERVICES/GUZZO $ 131,340
CORRECTIONAL SERVICES/RIORDAN $ 117,300

1 T - 12/11/08, The Leader Fee: $77.52

Raider Gymnasts Exceeded
Goals Set During Pre-Season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TAKING IT IN STRIDE…Raider Jessica Colineri performs a stride handstand
on the balance beam.

John H. Brady
Sales Associate
Cell: (732) 261-0180
E-mail: Johnbrady20@aol.com
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WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

Open House: Sunday, December 14th • 1-4:30pm
22 Glenwood Road, Fanwood

Fanwood . . . Welcome to this lovely open floor plan split-level home on a beautiful
tree-lined street in Fanwood. The first floor has an attractive wood paneled wall in
the living room and dining room, an eat-in kitchen and a three-season porch. It has
three bedrooms, one and a half bathrooms. At grade level there is a family room and
a one car garage. The corner lot is .29 acres with taxes of $8,771 in 2008. It is an easy
walk to the train station, the town and schools.

Offered At: $410,000

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

Pursuant to the “Open Public Meetings
Act” P.L. 1975, C. 231, the Reorganization
Meeting of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders will be held on Sun-
day, January 4, 2009, at 12:00 p.m., in
the Courtroom of Assignment Judge, the
Honorable Walter R. Barisonek, at the
Union County Courthouse, 2 Broad Street,
Elizabeth, New Jersey.

Nicole L. DiRado, RMC, MPA. Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 12/11/08, The Leader Fee: $13.26


