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We insure all drivers

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Registration

Is Now Open!

To Register, please visit
www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registrations received after January 15, 2009

will be subject to a $25 late fee. We ask that you

register on time so that we may begin the

difficult task of creating divisions and teams in a

timely manner. This way, we’ll be ready to go

for the 2009 Season beginning on April 18th.

We Reach People... Not Driveways!
press@goleader.com • www.goleader.com

The Leader • The Times

New Subscriber • Renewal

One Year - $28 • Two Years - $52 • Three Years - $76

College $20 (September - May)

       Name

   Address

         City State ZIP

   Phone #

  Payment Cash Check Charge

        CC #

 Exp. Date

 Signature

Subscriptions Are Pre-Paid and Are Non-Refundable

The Westfield Leader - The Times
Serving the Town Since 1890

PO Box 250 • Westfield, New Jersey 07091

Tele - (908) 232-4407 • Fax - (908) 232-0473

Sec. Code:

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ
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LAW, KRUPER, GLOVER NAMED ALL-UC FIRST TEAM

Raider Soccer Girls Captured
UCT, Group 3 Sectional Titles

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After suffering an uncharacteristic
3-0 defeat to rival Westfield on Sep-
tember 15 and a 1-0 loss to then fifth-
ranked Pingry, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team shifted into high gear at the right
time to win the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) and the North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 titles, finishing
ranked well within the top-20 with a
19-5-1 record to set an SPF record for
wins.

The Raiders rolled with big wins
over Somerville, Union, Kearny,
Monroe and Union Catholic before

stopping Cranford, 2-0, in the UCT
semifinals. The Raiders then blanked
A.L. Johnson, 3-0, for their fourth
straight UCT title – they tied Westfield
for the title in 2006.

“It started to really click probably
from mid-October on. They under-
stood how to put teams away and
control other teams,” Raider Head
Coach Kevin Ewing said.

Next, the Raiders cracked Nutley,
grounded Millburn then mauled
Mendham, 3-0, for North Jersey,
Group 3, Section 2 title, which they
also won in 2006. But last year, the
Raiders lost to Mendham and were
biting at the bit to get another shot at

them.
“They definitely wanted to play

Mendham again. They felt that we
should not have lost that game. We
made bad mistakes and didn’t capi-
talize on opportunities,” Ewing said.

The Raiders completed their sea-
son with a 1-0 loss to Ramapo in the
Group 3 semis.

“I don’t think we played our best
game and you can’t do that against
good teams. Ramapo deserved to beat
us that day,” Ewing said. “The girls
expected us to be very good. They
needed to play 80 minutes of soccer
each time. There were certain games

DiIORIO, SHEEHAN, MRUZ, MORAN, RJ, WJ, WC 1ST TEAM

Blue Devil Footballers Broke
Records, Finished Year, 7-3

CUMMINGS, RODRIGUES GET ALL-STATE 3RD TEAM

Blue Devil Gymnasts Took 7th
In State, Broke WHS Records

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Thirteen became a lucky number
for the Westfield High School (WHS)
gymnastics team this year. With a
loaded team of 13 girls and with all of
their big guns back, the Blue Devils
accomplished their goal of surpass-
ing the all-time WHS team total, fin-
ished with a 9-1 record and placed
seventh in the state rankings.

“This year my girls’ goal is to beat
that score of 110.675 (set at the 2007
sectional tournament),” Blue Devil
Head Coach Melissa Bryan said in a
pre-season interview with The
Westfield Leader.

Until this year, the Blue Devils had
to practice and perform their floor

exercise routines on thinner mats that
would yield little bounce but this year
the addition of a new floor exercise
mat offered the opportunity to im-
prove team and individual totals.

The Blue Devils showed the first
sign of huge team totals when they
captured their third straight Cougar
Invitational title in Cranford on Octo-
ber 3. The Blue Devils’ team total of
108.275 also broke the meet record of
107.875 that they set last year. Junior
Jenna Rodrigues came away with her
third all-around title with a total of
36.2. Junior Lacy Cummings placed
fifth with a 34.55 and broke the meet
record on the vault with a 9.6. Senior
Tina Chabrier tied the meet record on
the balance beam with a 9.425.

After a 109.775-102.675 win over
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, the Blue
Devils captured the Union County
Tournament championship for the

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

More changes had to be made in
the Westfield High School football
record book due to the outstanding
performances of this year’s Blue Dev-
ils, who finished with a 7-3 record
and qualified for the state playoffs for
the second straight year.

The Blue Devils began with a 33-8
crumbling of Malcolm X. Shabazz
then combined an aerial attack, a
ground assault and a defensive blitz
that created several turnovers to crush
Kearny, 40-0. Next was a 46-19 tam-
ing of Linden at Kehler Stadium then
the big “Wow” game came with a
strong Union team. After falling be-
hind 20-18 with 4:11 remaining, quar-
terback Tony DiIorio engineered a
nine play, 59-yard drive that ended
with junior split end Pat Gray’s eight-
yard touchdown (TD) reception with
one minute left on the clock to give
the Blue Devils a 24-20 lead. Earlier,
Jhakyse Williams had a kickoff re-
turn of 90 yards for a TD.

“We had a lot of confidence going
into that game. That was a great win.
We weren’t playing well but we didn’t
let the game get away from us. Ulti-
mately, we scored on that last drive
then held them. That kickoff return
was huge. It showed our kids we
could compete,” Blue Devil Head

Coach Jim DeSarno said.
Linebacker T.J. Mruz recovered a

pair of fumbles in a 55-29 romp over
Newark East Side. The Blue Devils
lost to then No. 7 Irvington, 27-6,
and missed a pair of extra points in a
28-26 setback to Elizabeth. Westfield
stopped Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 35-
12, before being ambushed, 49-13,
by Ridge in the first round of the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2
playoff.

The Blue Devils ended their season
on the up side and had a multitude of
heroes in a 21-19 victory over
Plainfield in the annual Thanksgiv-
ing Day classic.

“Ricardo (Johnson) ran the ball
great. We were making big plays.
T.J. was all over. Willie (Johnson),

Nick Matthews played really well.
Our offensive line did a good job up
front. On special teams, Chris
Sheehan stepped up for Pat Gray as
a punter and really helped with field
position. Jordan Johnson, Mike
Kardias, Brian Henry, Garrett Pryor
really helped us on coverage. Brett
DeFazio had a huge tackle. Joe Ondi
had a nice deflection. Jihaad (Billups)
had an interception,” DeSarno re-
called.

DiIorio, Sheehan, Mruz, Eric
Moran, Ricardo Johnson and Willie
Johnson were named All-Watchung
Conference First Team, with juniors
Gray as a punter and defensive line-
man Brandon Dietz making the Sec-
ond Team. Seniors Billups and line-
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Union County Wrestling Article
Pre-season Set for December 25

David B. Corbin (Fall 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIRST TEAM ALL-WATCHUNG CONFERENCE…Blue Devil seniors Chris Sheehan, left, and Ricardo Johnson, right,
along with quarterback Tony DiIorio were selected to the All-Watchung Conference First team offense.

David B. Corbin (Fall 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL-UNION COUNTY FIRST TEAM…Raider senior Stephanie Glover, right, along with Jackie Law and Raychel Kruper
were selected All-Union County First Team

Vivian Cortese-Strano
• Top Units Month of November
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Vivian Cortese-Strano
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Vivian in, and she’ll bring results!


