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Library Invites Community
To Encaustic Art Exhibit

WESTFIELD – During the months
of December and January, the en-
caustic paintings of Francesca Azzara
will be exhibited at the Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

The small paintings represent two
series recently completed by Ms.
Azzara, entitled “My Houses” and
“Nesting.” Ms. Azzara is one of New
Jersey’s foremost authorities on the
ancient art of encaustic painting.

A medium that pre-dates oil paint-
ing, encaustic paint is a mixture of
beeswax and pigment. The paint is
usually applied to a rigid, absorbent
surface such as plywood or untempered
masonite. Each layer of wax must be
fused with a heat gun. The difficulty
and beauty of this medium comes from
its instantaneous drying time.

According to Ms. Azzara, her paint-
ings were inspired by her work as a
real estate associate in Westfield. “The
‘My Houses’ series is a group of
iconic shaped houses that are richly
layered,” she said. “Each house paint-
ing is filled with small visual discov-

eries and quirks and invites the viewer
to visually ‘walk’ through the work as
a buyer would walk through a house.”

“‘Nesting’ is a series of assorted
birdhouses that are a metaphor for
the various stages of home owner-
ship – first home, dream home, empty
nesting or leaving the nest,” Ms.
Azzara noted.

The recipient of multiple awards for
her work as well as several grants, Ms.
Azzara teaches encaustics at the New-
ark Museum and the Arts Guild of
Rahway and regularly lectures on the
medium at various art organizations
throughout the state. Ms. Azzara works
out of her studio, located on Irving
Street in the Rahway Arts District.

During the winter, the Westfield
Memorial Library is open Monday
through Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Fridays and Saturdays from 9:30
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Sundays from 1 to
5 p.m. For more information on li-
brary programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, or stop by the library for a
copy of its quarterly newsletter.

MR. AND MRS. JACOB JOHNSON ROSS
(She is the former Miss Kelly Jean Korecky)

Miss Kelly J. Korecky
Marries Jacob J. Ross

Miss Kelly Jean Korecky, the
daughter of Edward and Lorre
Korecky of Westfield, was married
on Friday, August 8, to Jacob Johnson
Ross. He is the son of Peter Ross of
Hinesburg, Vt. and Ms. Wendy
Wilderotter of Jersey City.

The Reverend Father Hillary O’Leary
officiated at the afternoon ceremony,
which took place at the Church of Christ
the King in New Vernon, where the
father of the bride gave her in marriage.
A reception followed at the Basking
Ridge Country Club.

Jennifer Korecky of Hoboken was
the maid of honor for her sister. Serv-
ing as bridal attendants were Becky
Hamilton and Amelia Hanley of New
York City, friends of the bride since
childhood, along with Megan Weiss
Schaller of Verona, Katie Snyder
Tierney of Cranford and Cristen
Megdanis Wilson of Lansdale, Pa.,
college friends of the bride.

Nicholas Ross of Hoboken, brother
of the bridegroom, was the best man.
The groomsmen included Greg
Cortese of New York City, a high
school friend of the bridegroom,
Matthew Hoffman of New York City,
a friend of the bridegroom from col-
lege, and Fred Storz of Rockaway, a
former colleague of the bridegroom.

Mrs. Connie Gillen of Warren, aunt
and godmother of the bride; John
McDevitt of Westfield, cousin of the
bridegroom, and Drew Stotler of
Hoboken, a friend of the couple, did
scripture readings.

A 1998 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride earned a Bachelor of
Arts degree summa cum laude in En-

glish and Secondary Education from
Bucknell University in 2002 and a
Master of Arts degree in English at
Middlebury College in July 2008. She
is a high school English teacher at Oak
Knoll School in Summit.

The bridegroom is a 1996 graduate
of The Pingry School in Martinsville
and received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in History in 2000 from Lafayette
College. He currently is enrolled in a
Master of Arts degree program in
Educational Leadership at Seton Hall
University and teaches history at the
Delbarton School in Morristown.

Mrs. Mari McDevitt of Scotch
Plains, aunt of the bridegroom, and
her daughters and daughter-in-law
hosted a shower in April at the
Plainfield Country Club. A rehearsal
dinner, hosted by the mother of the
bridegroom, took place the evening
before the wedding on the grounds of
Delbarton School.

Following a wedding trip to Hawaii,
the couple resides in Morristown.

Miss Jennifer M. Korecky and Gregory P. Madden

Miss Jennifer M. Korecky
To Wed Gregory P. Madden
Edward and Lorre Korecky of

Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss Jen-
nifer Mary Korecky, to Gregory Peter
Madden of Hoboken. He is the son of
Jim and Claire Madden of Blue Bell,
Pa. The proposal took place in March
in New York City.

A 2001 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be received a

Bachelor of Arts degree in Architec-
ture from Columbia University in
New York City in 2005. Miss Korecky
is a project engineer for Turner Con-
struction in New York City.

While attending college, she met
Mr. Madden, another 2005 graduate
of Columbia University, who earned
a Bachelor of Arts degree in Econom-
ics and Philosophy. He graduated from
La Salle College High School in
Wyndmoor, Pa. in 2001. Mr. Madden
is a stock trader for Trillium Trading
in New York City.

An April 2009 wedding is planned.

Prizes to Be Awarded
For Home Decorating
GARWOOD – The Garwood Pub-

lic Celebrations Committee will spon-
sor its annual holiday home decorat-
ing contest. Judging will be done the
nights of Saturday and Sunday, De-
cember 20 and 21, from 7 to 9 p.m.

Judges have been selected from
neighboring towns. The following
prizes will be awarded: First place,
second place, third place and the
Chevy Chase Award.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

WILLING TO SERVE…The Scotch Plains Public Library will present a United
States Military Service Academy Day on Sunday, January 11, from 1 to 3 p.m.
Those interested are asked to respond by Monday, December 22. Midn. 3/C Jacob
Stevens-Haas, left, a Westfield High School graduate, and Midn. 4/C Anthony
Kline, a graduate of Seton Hall Prep, currently are doing well at the U.S. Naval
Academy in Annapolis, Md.

Library Event to Spotlight
Service Academies, ROTC

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will hold a United
States Military Service Academy Day
on Sunday, January 11, from 1 to 3 p.m.

This program is designed for those
interested in serving their country as
an officer from a United States mili-
tary academy or in attaining an of-
ficer commission after performing in
the ROTC program at one of some
200 colleges around the country.

Attendees will learn about scholar-
ship and salary opportunities avail-
able to those pursuing either of these
goals. The library event also will cover
where and when individuals may ap-
ply for these programs, the service

academies’ admission requirements
and application procedures, and pro-
cedures for applying to and compet-
ing for congressional nominations.

Additionally, participants will have
the rare opportunity to meet official
representatives of all the United States
military academies, in addition to
ROTC representatives and congres-
sional liaison staff members.

Information fliers are available at
the library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue. Those interested are asked to
respond by Monday, December 22, to
Pamela Brooks at the Scotch Plains
Public Library, at (908) 322-5007,
extension no. 204, or
pbrooks@scotlib.org. Individuals are
asked to include the number of stu-
dents and/or adults planning to attend.

For more information, please con-
tact Captain Joseph W. Duff, USNR
(Ret.) at (908) 233-0239 or
duff50@comcast.net.

Garwood Knights Hold
Holiday Toy Drive

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Knights of Columbus are collecting
brand new unwrapped toys on behalf
of the children of St. Joseph’s Social
Service Center in Elizabeth. Dona-
tions may be dropped off weekdays
after 4 p.m. at the Knights of Colum-
bus Hall, located at 37 South Avenue
in Garwood (opposite PathMark).
Parking is available behind the hall
off Willow Avenue.

Contributors are asked to use the
side door entrance and to call before
coming to the hall on weekends. Mon-
etary donations should be made pay-
able to the Garwood K of C Toy Drive.
The Knights have asked that no toy
guns or toys depicting violence or
exploitation be donated. For more de-
tails, call (908) 789-9809 after 4 p.m.

Fanwood Presbyterian
Posts Holiday Schedule

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church has announced its
Christmas music and service events.

On Sunday, December 14, at 7 p.m.,
the Sanctuary Choir will present a
Christmas concert featuring Antonio
Vivalde’s “Gloria,” along with other
anthems. Refreshments will be served
in the dining room after the concert.

There will be two services on Christ-
mas Eve, Wednesday, December 24.
The family service at 5 p.m. will in-
clude a “pageant” of the nativity, with
the holy family, shepherds, angels and
animals in costume. A candlelit com-
munion service will be held at 11 p.m.

All are welcome to attend these
events. The church is located at the
corner of Martine and LaGrande Av-
enues and also may be accessed from
Marian Avenue. For more informa-
tion, call the church office at (908)
889-8891.

Library to Present
Origami Instruction

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will present a program
on “Origami For All Ages” on Satur-
day, December 13, from 2 to 3 p.m.

The Wu family of Scotch Plains
will once again be at the library to
demonstrate and teach origami, the
ancient Japanese art of paper folding.

The goal of this art is to create a
representation of an object using geo-
metric folds and crease patterns, pref-
erably without the use of glue or
cutting the paper and using only one
piece of paper.

Warm cider and cookies will be
available. For more information, call
the library at (908) 322-6400. The
Fanwood Memorial Library is located
at North Avenue and Tillotson Road.

Coat Drive at Temple
On Tap For Sunday

WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-
El, located at 756 East Broad Street in
Westfield, will collect gently used
winter coats for the needy on Sunday,
December 14, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Volunteers will be stationed in the
temple parking lot to accept dona-
tions of coats only. For more infor-
mation, contact Jackie Master at (908)
232-6770 or jmaster@tewnj.org, or
visit tewnj.org.

The Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad
wishes the residents and community of Westfield a safe,

healthy and happy holiday season.

2008 Officers
President:     Reid Edles

Vice President:     Robert Barrett
Secretary:     Jonathan Delano

Treasurer:     Carol Carson
Asst. Treasurer:     Suanne Hutchinson

Captain:     Kelly Wanca
Deputy Captain:     Robert Billson
Scheduling Lt.:     Kristin Wanca
Equipment Lt.:     James Johnson

Training Lt.:      James Baxter
Ambulance Lt.:      Drew Fleyzor

Volunteers always needed, for information, please call 908-233-2500,

stop by the squad building at 233 Watterson Street, Westfield, or visit

the squad’s webpage at www.westfieldrescuesquad.org


