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Santa Thanks Folks
In Scotch Plains

I just wanted to take this opportu-
nity to thank the children of all ages
who came out to see me at the Holi-
day Celebration in Scotch Plains this
past Sunday. It was great to see so
many people come out on a cold,
windy day. Mrs. Claus and I had a lot
of fun meeting so many great chil-
dren and their families.

I want to thank the many people
who made my visit possible. Thanks
to the Scotch Plains Fire Department,
Department of Public Works and
Recreation Department for helping
to set up the event and also allowing
it to run smoothly. Thank you to the
Scotch Plains Police Department for
keeping everyone safe. Thanks also
to the volunteer elves for making it a
fun day. A special thank you goes to
Mayor Martin Marks for his help in
lighting the beautiful Christmas tree
in Alan Augustine Park. I’ll miss him
next year.

A special thank you goes to SPBPA
(Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association) President Frank
DiLollo of DiLollo Chiropractic,
Board Member Lisa Mohn of Apple
Blossom Flower Shop and the rest of
the volunteers of the Scotch Plains
Business and Professional Associa-
tion for planning the event and mak-
ing it a wonderful success. Lisa’s
tireless efforts have made the event a
great success for many years.

I want to wish everyone a happy,
healthy and peaceful holiday season.
Don’t forget my cookies (chocolate
chip or peanut butter) and milk on
Christmas Eve! And please don’t for-
get the carrots for the reindeer.

Santa Claus
North Pole

On Monday [Dec. 1], Chris Christie
finished his term as United States Attor-
ney for the State of New Jersey. During
the seven years Chris has served us, he
has made New Jersey a safer place, a
cleaner place and a better place for New
Jersey families.

Public officials from both parties were
prosecuted for corruption; 132 were con-
victed, and not one was acquitted. Corpo-
rate executives who cheated their compa-
nies and hurt their workers were success-
fully prosecuted. Terrorist plots were
busted. It truly is a remarkable record of
accomplishment for the State of New
Jersey.

As an elected official, a resident of our
great state — and as a friend — I want to
thank Chris for his exceptional service.

I thought I would share with you some
of the editorials that have praised Chris
Christie’s record.

“Christie stands out as of one of the

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Delacrimation – Wateriness of the

eyes
2. Turpitude – Baseness; vileness
3. Teil – The lime tree
4. Landloping – A vagabond

CROUPADE
1. A basin with a drain, near the altar of

a church, for the disposal of holy water
2. A leap in which a horse pulls his hind

legs up under his belly
3. A nightgown
4. A thrusting forward; a lunging

YAFFLE
1. An armful or handful
2. Scatter; disperse
3. To move in a hopping or skipping

manner
4. Putrid; foul-smelling

SCOPATE
1. Grooved or rutty
2. Having a notched, indented or scal-

loped edge as certain leaves.
3. Bristled; standing erect
4. Having a covering of bristly hairs

GRAUPEL
1. Living by begging or stealing
2. To delude by flattery
3. Soft sleet or hail
4. To rub or grind

Trenton News

By Senator Thomas Kean, Jr., Westfield
Senate Minority Leader, GOP, LD-21

most active and successful of them all
(US Attorneys).” – Star Ledger 11/18

“Christie has already done more good
for New Jersey than some previous
Governors...Christie’s blitzkrieg helped
create an environment where once-im-
possible reforms became possible.” –
Phila. Inquirer 11/25

“...Christie got results. And he did it in
a state where a procession of state attor-
neys general have done virtually nothing
to tackle public corruption.” – Courier
Post 11/30

“...capable and productive...was as bi-
partisan as he was dogged.” – NY Post 11/
23

“All New Jerseyans owe him a huge
debt of gratitude for refusing to accept
this state’s sleazy status quo...has been
central to the wave of reforms that have
swept Trenton and is slowly spreading to
county and local levels.” – Bergen Record
11/19

Reflecting on Chris Christie’s
Achievements

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail Addresses
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Westfield’s Carol Petersen Recounts
Memories of Town During Christmas
Following the Mayor of

Mountainside’s lead [Bob Viglianti], I
am sending in one of my favorite Westfield
Christmas memories.

As a lifelong resident of Westfield, I
think back on some of my childhood
memories of Westfield at Christmas, es-
pecially during the fifties and early six-
ties.

My family shopped in town for every-
thing. There were no malls, not even
Hahne’s department store (currently, the
site of Lord & Taylor). As a young girl, I
looked forward to shopping with my
mother at Arthur Stevens, where we would
go each year to buy my Christmas dress.

We would always enter through the
back of the store with great anticipation,
and the first thing we would see were the
new arrival of winter coats where we’d
stop and browse; but that was a separate
purchase for another day. This day was
reserved for the dress, and there on silver
round racks were dozens of dresses, one
more beautiful than the next. Would it be
the black velvet or the emerald green?
Would it be the one with the pretty lace at
the collar and cuffs or the red plaid taf-
feta?

Several dresses were chosen, and then
the “trying on” began. Of course, you had
to come out of the dressing room in each
one and admire yourself in the mirror.
Other people admired you as well. People
you didn’t even know would take the time
to tell you just how pretty you looked.
You would twirl yourself around while
your mother checked the price tag and
made sure there was some room for
growth.

Once the tough decision was made,
you imagined how wonderful it was go-
ing to be when you finally got to wear it
all day and feel like the princess you
believed yourself to be. Of course, along
with that dress was the purchase of a crisp
white new crinoline to give the dress
some added “poof” — and fancy socks
and underwear were a must.

From there, we headed over to Randal’s
shoe store because what is a new dress
without the right shoes? The owner greeted
each customer on a first-name basis. We
had been going there for my shoes from
the time I was a baby. They knew us, and
they knew our feet.

They showed us all of the latest styles,
and then we took a seat to be measured. I
never asked to see too many pairs of shoes
because I had already coveted the pair I
wanted in the window from previous ex-
cursions downtown. Believe me, Carrie
Bradshaw’s Manolos had nothing on these
babies. It would either be the rich black
velvet pair with the rhinestone and satin

bows or the shiny patent leathers. We
could wear them with or without the bows
because most came with fancy clip-on
ornaments.

The big deal was moving from straps to
strapless or from flats to heels. These
were “rite of passage moments,” defining
moments in a girl’s life. For we tweeners,
there were straps that could be moved to
the back of the shoe around the edge of the
heel. Then there were training heels, little
mini stubs that were barely noticeable at
all except to the owner of the shoes of
course. They were usually accompanied
by your first pair of nylon stockings that
inevitably bagged at the ankles and knees;
but hey, they were a signal of moving into
the teen years, the beginning of many
changes for both daughter and mom.

All of that shopping would work up an
appetite, so we’d either head to the lun-
cheonette on East Broad in the vicinity of
what is now Cosmos, Jarvis on Elm or
Woolworths for a hotdog and a coke.
Eating lunch out with mom was a treat;
and since we were already on a high from
purchasing Christmas dresses and new
shoes, the day couldn’t get any better or
could it?

The ultimate and final stop was the
Playfair. The Playfair was “the” toy store
in town. This was a wish list visit only, but
who cared? The minute you walked into
the door, your eyes spied your greatest
heart’s desires. How could everything so
wonderful be contained in one store? I
immediately planted myself in front of
the doll section. I had my eye on one since
October, and there she was in the same
spot in all her glory.

It was Barbie with the beautiful blond
ponytail in her stewardess uniform. What
an exciting life she must have led flying in
planes all around the world. I wanted to be
her. I wanted to have her life one day. She
would be number one on my Santa list
because of course Santa could not bring
you everything on your list.

You always needed to put the most
important item first, the one you would
spend the next 25 days or so dreaming of
each night.

On our way back to the car, we would
stop to buy stockings at Milady’s for
mom and visit with my aunt who worked
at the store. We’d typically cut through
the back of the store to get to the parking
lot behind Woolworth’s where the car
was parked and happily headed home.

Was this a good day in downtown
Westfield? You bet it was!

Carol Petersen
Westfield

Legislature Must Act on Diploma
Mill and Compensation Abuses

Two pieces of legislation in Trenton, if ap-
proved, would eliminate excessive severance
packages to school district superintendents as
well as put an end to the diploma mills, at which
some chief school officials obtain bogus mas-
ters and doctorate degrees online.

Senate Bill S-2127 would prohibit school em-
ployees from obtaining higher degrees from
unaccredited online colleges and universities.
School officials in Freehold, Asbury Park and
Weehawken were found obtaining degrees from
these diploma mills such as Breyer State Uni-
versity. Senate President Richard Codey (LD-
27, West Orange) said these officials only had to
submit a résumé and write a two-page paper.

Under legislation sponsored by Senator Codey,
tuition assistance and additional compensation
would only be provided if the school is licensed
by the New Jersey Commission on Higher Edu-
cation or, if out-of-state, is licensed by an “ap-
propriate” state agency or recognized by the
U.S. Department of Education. Employees seek-
ing an advanced degree would have to be ap-
proved by the superintendent, and tuition assis-
tance would only be given to employees obtain-
ing a “B” or higher. Courses or degrees must be
“related to the employee’s current or future job
responsibilities” for a district to pay for the
course or for the employee to receive additional
compensation.

Senator Codey, in testifying before the Senate
Education Committee on October 2, said school
officials have received salary hikes for “what
essentially amounts to nothing more than a fake
diploma from a fake university.” He said this not
only undermines the state’s education system
but amounts to a “serious abuse of taxpayer
dollars.”

We agree with both these statements. School
officials and employees use these fake degrees
to move up the ladder on salary guides. They
also use these “degrees” to net lucrative con-
tracts as business administrators and superin-
tendents.

Another bill (A-2975) under consideration
would prevent school districts from paying ex-
cessive retirement compensation to school offi-
cials. This legislation is in response to a $740,000
severance package given to retiring Keansburg
School Superintendent Barbara Trzeszkowski.
That package included $184,586 for 235.5 un-
used sick days and 20 vacation days. Her sever-
ance package of $556,300 was calculated mul-

tiplying her monthly salary by the number of
years she worked in the district.

If approved, this legislation would require all
county executive superintendents to approve all
contracts for superintendents, assistant superin-
tendents and business administrators, including
retirement compensation.

Legislation (S-1747) initiated last year in-
tends to cap sick day severance at $15,000 per
employee. The money can be given only at
retirement and not to anyone leaving for another
job. Also, reimbursement for unused vacation
days would be required on the following year at
the salary of that time – in contrast to what is
being practiced now, where these days accumu-
late over time and are paid at a much higher
salary scale. However, the legislation proposes
to grandfather accumulated vacation and sick
days provisions in contracts for current school
officials, thus ignoring current abuses.

Not surprisingly, the education unions are
threatening lawsuits with the state over the pro-
posed anti-abuse legislation. As “No man is an
island,” ultimately, the taxpayers pay for these
abuses.

The retirement-compensation bill has passed
both houses and is now in the Assembly await-
ing approval after the Senate makes amend-
ments. The diploma mill bill has been approved
by the Senate and is waiting for a hearing by the
Assembly Education Committee. No action has
been taken on either bill since Thursday, Octo-
ber 23.

Unfortunately, these abuses have been known
for some time, and no action has been taken. It
has only been since last spring, when much of
this became public, that the politicians started
to give it lip service with a plethora of rhetoric.

Nothing has been done, and the leaders in
Trenton seem more concerned about protect-
ing their political bases with the unions rather
than doing the right thing for the public. Those
who call for term limits may have a valid point.
Is this the only way to disintegrate the en-
trenchment? It certainly is preferable to “storm-
ing the Bastille.” With nothing being done, the
call from the public for term limits might turn
into a roar.

In the meantime, we urge our legislators and
Governor Jon Corzine to enact these bills and
take other strong measures before the many
other Keansburg-like situations become public
knowledge.

FW Resident Deems Gov’s  Plan For
Pension Payment Deferral ‘Irresponsible’

Governor Corzine’s proposal to defer
pension contributions by municipalities
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times dated
November 27, 2008) is irresponsible and
leaves them with bad choices of their
own.

As it is, the pension system is almost
irretrievably under-funded by any actu-
arial standard – made worse by current
market conditions and past deferrals.

Although the intent is to moderate tax
increases at the local level, little is being
done to address the funding issue, and a
deferral is not a waiver. The towns will
eventually have to come up with the money;
the amount may or may not be tempered by
a rebound in the financial markets.

If passed, the responsible thing would
be to reserve monies during the annual

municipal budget process against future
payouts. The political thing would be to
flow through the deferral, punt the prob-
lem forward and hope for a miracle bail-
out.

This issue was raised by the PBA
(Policemen’s Benevolent Association)
during Fanwood’s last budget debate.

It will come up again so long as broader
questions are couched in terms of tax
relief rather than structural tax reform.

If this proposal passes, and reserves are
not set up on an ongoing basis, it would be
a valid point to ask why this foreseeable
aspect of the bigger problem with the
pension system was not addressed in a
timely manner.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

A Most Enjoyable
Celebration In SP

This was our best holiday celebra-
tion event ever in downtown Scotch
Plains. Due to the generosity of our
local businesses and professionals,
everything provided was free, includ-
ing the hayrides and the fun bus.

I think the community really en-
joyed and appreciated the special day.

For the past 15 years, the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA) and the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department have
produced our town’s Old Fashioned
Holiday Celebration. We thank our
major sponsors: Trudy Burke DDS,
Connections Personnel, Investors
Savings Bank, Local PBA 87, PNC
Bank, TD Bank, The Town Bank and
Dr. Chris Trainor.

Also, a special thanks to the Scotch
Plains Recreation, Fire, Police and
the Dept. of Public Works; Mayor
Martin Marks and the Township
Council, Rainy Garay, the Fun Bus,
Steve Goldberg, Debbie Semple, our
DECA volunteers, Dr. Frank DiLollo,
Gerry Vadas, and Melissa Goldberg.

Lastly, we thank our event coordi-
nator, Lisa Mohn (Apple Blossom
Flower Shop), for making this day
most memorable and enjoyable.

Jeff Stein
Event Director, SPBPA

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Thank You For the Opportunity
To Go Down Westfield Memory Lane
I have been enjoying the columns and

comments about Westfield as it was from
the forties to the sixties. As might be
expected, they have caused me to do
some reminiscing as well.

I grew up at 410 Lenox Avenue and
have many fond memories of the neigh-
borhood and town. I remember the ice
cream truck stopping on the other side of
the street when my sisters and I were too
young to cross it. The driver would bring
what we wanted over to our side.

Across the street lived the principal of
the high school, Mr. Foose. He wore dress
clothes even when cutting the grass. I
remember going to the Grand Union for
groceries. Mother would go in with her
list, and the grocer would gather every-
thing.

Once in a while, we would go to the
Sweet Shop for ice cream. We were even
allowed to bring our boxer in for his own
cone in a dish. I don’t think we can do that
anymore!

I remember the record store across
from Woolworth’s. We could go in, pick
out a record and listen to it in a sound-
proofed room. It was great. I remember a
delicatessen on Quimby near Elm. It was
called Robert Treat, and for years, I have
tried every rum cake recipe I could find
trying to duplicate theirs.

There was a stationary store on Elm
that had all the school supplies you could
ever dream of. It was a great place for
browsing, too. I remember the Memorial
Day parade past the park. I think of that
fondly each year.

The roller-skating in the parking lot of
the train station on Friday evenings was
fun. I remember walking home for lunch
every day from Grant School. When they
tore it down, I was able to salvage a brick
(thanks to my brother-in-law, Fred
Kimble). It makes a great door stop.

I remember a small book shop across
from the Rialto. Do you remember the
pneumatic tubes at Shaefer’s on Elm Street
(was that the name?) for sending the
money upstairs? I remember taking a Girl
Scout field trip to the Singer store and
falling in love with the possibilities those
machines represented. For $5, I was in
heaven. I am now teaching my grand-
daughter to sew.

I was so glad you mentioned the li-
brary. What a wonderful place that was to
spend a Saturday morning. My love of
reading was fed by that wonderful place.

Thank you for these articles and the
opportunity to go down memory lane.

Judith Girard Higgins
WHS class of 1960

Canton, Ohio


