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POLICE BLOTTER

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOUSE FIRE... Shortly after 8 p.m. on Saturday, December 6, the Fanwood Fire
Department was called to a house fire at 188 South Martine Avenue in Fanwood.
Fire units from Westfield, Scotch Plains, Garwood, Plainfield, Mountainside and
Cranford were also on scene or covered Fanwood as a backup. The fire was started
by a lit candle in the den area but was extinguished quickly.
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Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE NEW BOSS...Scotch Plains
mayor-elect Nancy Malool and her
husband, Paul, enjoyed the annual
Mayor’s Gala at Shackamaxon Coun-
try Club last Friday evening.
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gressman-elect Leonard Lance] will con-
tinue the work that we’ve begun and
continue to be a great partner for that
community.”

Mr. Ferguson, 38, first ran for Con-
gress from New Jersey’s Sixth District in
1998 in Monmouth County when he was
27, but lost to Democratic Rep. Frank
Pallone. Mr. Ferguson then moved into
the Seventh District where he won a four-
candidate primary before defeating Demo-
crat Maryanne Connelly of Fanwood in
2000, for the open House seat being va-
cated by Bob Franks.

“I really felt like I had something to
offer. I had energy and enthusiasm and an
interest in policy issues and an interest in
serving people,” he said.

Mr. Franks and Mr. Ferguson served
eight years each in Congress under Presi-
dents Bill Clinton and George W. Bush,
respectively. Of those 16 years in office,
collectively, a total of 12 were spent  as
members of the majority political party in
the House.

“You certainly think you can get more
done in the majority than you can if serve
in the minority. But there is a very impor-
tant role for the minority,” Mr. Ferguson
said. He sees the role of the minority party
as to “find areas of common ground to try
and accomplish something…on behalf of
your constituents or on behalf of the coun-
try.”

“When you are in the majority, you’re
in the business of governing. You have
the responsibility of actually running the
country. When you are in the minority,
you don’t necessarily have those
responsibilities…but you still have a lot
of opportunities to do a lot of good,” Mr.
Ferguson said.

He said he considers himself to be a
“centrist Republican,” one who is willing
to oppose the majority party when he or
she disagrees, but who is likewise willing
to bring members together to “forge a
consensus; to forge a compromise.”

“You can only do that if you have a
minority party who is engaged and who is
willing to participate in that,” Mr.
Ferguson said.

Looking at the election results, Mr. Ferguson
reasoned, “One party will be in power for a
while, and if they don’t do a good job, they
won’t be in the majority for very long.”

“And that’s what voters have decided
about Republicans for now. So, Demo-
crats will have their opportunity and we
certainly wish them well, and we hope
that we as Republicans can work with
them and help them to govern in a way
that’s good for the country,” Mr. Ferguson
said. “But if the people of the country
don’t see them as doing a good job or
meeting the needs that our nation faces
right now, they’ll suffer the same fate,
and then Republicans will be given an
opportunity at some point in the future.”

“It’s not really about whether you are
Republican or a Democrat, it depends on
what are your ideas, what are your values,

and what do you have to offer the country
to help solve the challenges that we face,”
the Congressman explained.

Speaking about on the attacks on India
last month, Mr. Ferguson said the role of
the United States should be to “serve as a
calming influence in the region” between
India and Pakistan. He said the U.S. could
provide intelligence information and re-
sources on the tracking of terrorist orga-
nizations.

“I think we should he prepared to help
India in a number of different ways if they
want the help,” Mr. Ferguson said, noting
the United States must be “careful about
overstepping our bounds.”

Speaking about Homeland Security is-
sues as they impact New Jersey, Mr.
Ferguson said, “If we want to live in a free
society as we do, we are always going to
be vulnerable.”

“Unless we live in an absolute lockdown
police state, we will not have the level of
security that we might otherwise have,”
he added. “Will there never be another
attack on U.S. soil? I think it’s impossible
to say that. But there are certainly lots of
things we can be doing, and we are doing
many of them, to help secure our chemi-
cal plants, [and] our ports. We need to
continue to do that and continue to be
vigilant in that regard.”

Discussing the current recession, Mr.
Ferguson said, “The challenges that we
face today are as significant, certainly, as
any we have seen in any of our lifetimes,
and certainly some of the most significant
we have seen in the history of our coun-
try.”

Mr. Ferguson said Congress must work
with President-elect Barack Obama by
providing oversight, as well as “support
and resources.”

In terms of the transition of office to
Mr. Lance, Mr. Ferguson said he feels the
change will be “very smooth.”

“He has a great record of accomplish-
ment in Trenton in the legislation. He is
someone who has impeccable credentials
and integrity,” he said. “I’m doing whatever
he asks of me during this transition time.”

Asked about his future, Mr. Ferguson
said he is considering “doing some policy”
or “think tank work,” as well as going
back into teaching as he previously did at
the high-school and college level.

“I’ll probably end up doing a few differ-
ent things,” he said. “But I really am so
thankful as I leave office. It’s been a re-
markable eight years. I love this district. I
am so appreciative of the opportunity that
the people of this district gave me to repre-
sent them in the House of Representatives.”

While Mr. Ferguson said “doesn’t have
any plans to run for any political office
again,” he said “there may be opportunities
to serve in the future” at which time he and
his family “will look at” the possibility. But
for now he will focus on “family life” with
his wife Maureen and their children.

A video of the interview can be seen at
goleader.com.

Michael J. Pollack for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW LOCATION...Helen Ling, left, owner of Enchantments, gets ready for Mayor
Colleen Mahr to cut the ceremonial ribbon, welcoming the store to its new South
Avenue location in Fanwood. From, left to right, are: Mrs. Ling, Mrs. Mahr, Stuart
Wolensky and Robert Dowdyof The Town Bank,  Mi Yuki of Enchantments and Peter
Chemidlin of Family Investors.

CHRISTMAS WELCOME...Pat Balke of Gaycroft Drive in Scotch Plains has
been collecting cartoon and movie characters for 40 years and displays them as
ornaments on her Christmas tree.  These along with her other holiday arrange-
ments of window art and villages welcome their guests to the Christmas season.
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Mike Ferguson Looks Back

Westfield
Tuesday, December 2, Dawid P.

Klusek, 22, of Manchester was arrested at
the Ocean County jail on an outstanding
Westfield traffic warrant in the amount of
$500. He was released after posting bail.

Wednesday, December 3, John
McDonough, 21, of Cranford was ar-
rested after a motor vehicle stop at Cen-
tral and Hardwick Avenues on an out-
standing Montvale traffic warrant in the
amount of $120. He was transported to
police headquarters and released on his
own recognizance per the Montvale Po-
lice Department.

Wednesday, December 3, Cintia
Delacruz, 41, of New York City was
arrested after a motor vehicle stop at
South Avenue, West, and West Broad
Street on outstanding motor vehicle war-
rants from Elizabeth, for $145; Jersey
City, for $130, and East Brunswick, for
$113. Delacruz was transported to police
headquarters and released after posting
bail.

Wednesday, December 3, Derrick Lee,
37, of Jersey City was arrested at the
Hudson County jail on outstanding traffic
warrants from Westfield and Newark, in
the amounts of $750 and $250, respec-
tively. He was held at the Westfield Po-
lice Department in lieu of bail.

Wednesday, December 3, a resident of
the 300 block of West Grove Street re-
ported that her unsecured, attached ga-
rage was burglarized. Unknown suspects
entered the garage and removed an elec-
tric powered scooter valued at $250.

Thursday, December 4, a burglary was
reported at a residence on the 400 block of
Quantuck Lane. Sometime between 7 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m., the residence was forcibly
entered and approximately $21,300 worth
of property was stolen, including coins,
four watches and assorted jewelry.

Friday, December 5, Jose Maria-Coto,
72, of Plainfield was arrested and charged
with shoplifting after allegedly taking
cheese and chocolate from a store on the
100 block of Elm Street. He was released
after posting $100 bail.

Friday, December 5, a resident of the
500 block of First Street reported an
incident of attempted fraud. The victim
reported receiving a check in the mail
from a securities company that he had
never heard of, accompanied by a re-
quest that the victim send money to cover
the taxes.

Scotch Plains
Friday, December 5, Chelsea

Holloway, 20, of Scotch Plains was ar-
rested on an outstanding warrant after a
motor vehicle stop. She was processed
and released.

Saturday, December 6, an attendant at
a Route 22 gas station reported that a
patron ordered $18 worth of gas and fled
without paying.

Saturday, December 6, Carl Parks, 25,
of Irvington was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was processed and released.

Saturday, December 6, John Donahue,
53, of Edison was arrested during a motor
vehicle stop and charged with driving
while intoxicated (DWI) after officers
smelled the odor of alcohol. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters where he
was processed and released.

Sunday, December 7, Anthony
Styciura, 21, of Beachwood was arrested
and charged with possession of mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop. He was
transported to police headquarters where
he was processed and released.

Sunday, December 7, Curtis White,
25, of Piscataway was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released.

Sunday, December 7, a student at the
Magnet High School stated that another
had been calling her several times during
the school day as well as after school.

Monday, December 8, the manager of
a Jerusalem Road business reported that
someone removed a television set from
inside the building.

Mountainside
Tuesday, December 2, a resident who

lives in the vicinity of Oak Tree Court
dropped off a women’s black handbag
that she found on the ground while walk-
ing her dog. The purse contained, among
other things, several prescription drug
bottles that either were empty, half full or
containing different medications in each
bottle. The owner of the handbag was
notified, police said.

Tuesday, December 2, Ilton L. Ghenou,
40, of Newark was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Deer Path. He was
processed and released.

Thursday, December 4, an employee
of a Sheffield Street business reported
that sometime overnight, someone dam-
aged the window of his motor vehicle by
striking it at a high velocity. Access was
not gained into the vehicle, police said.

Thursday, December 4, a Sheffield
Street business reported suspicious activ-
ity recorded on a surveillance tape. Ac-
cording to police, the tape shows an uni-
dentified pickup truck parked between
the two buildings with its lights off. An
employee exited the building and handed
something to the driver, then re-entered
the building, at which time the vehicle left
the scene. The incident is under investi-
gation, authorities said.

Thursday, December 4, a resident of
Linda Drive reported that an advertise-
ment for a cleaning service taped by the
service to her new garage door pulled off
new paint when she removed it. The clean-
ing service did not offer to repair the door
when the homeowner called the business
to complain, authorities said.

Thursday, December 4, a resident of
Kings Court reported that an individual
living overseas whom she met on an
Internet dating site asked her to borrow
$3,000 for a business venture of his in
Nigeria that was in trouble. The victim
wired money on several occasions in ex-
cess of $4,500. She became suspicious
when the suspect repeatedly asked her for
more money. The incident is under inves-
tigation.

Sunday, December 7, Ronald J.
Giameo, Jr., 23, of Union was arrested
and charged with DWI after being in-
volved in an automobile accident on Route
22. According to police, Giameo was
disoriented and confused and was unable
to produce documentation. He also was
charged with possession of drug para-
phernalia, authorities said.

Fanwood
(No information provided)

HELPING IS ELEMENTARY…Fifth graders from Brookside School in Cranford
raised more than $500 to purchase 11 trees as part of Williams Nursery’s
participation in the Trees for Troops initiative. Students last Friday help load
trees on the truck as part of the FedEx Corporation and Christmas SPIRIT
Foundation program, Trees for Troops.

Road could be put into place in the future.
The council also introduced an ordinance
prohibiting parking on a section of the
west side of Lamberts Mill Road near the
Ashbrook Nursing Home. Public hear-
ings on both ordinances will be held at the
council’s December 23 meeting.

The council also approved the merging
of two township-owned parking lots at the
southside firehouse. Presently, one lot
serves the firehouse while the other serves
the new soccer field facility. Councilman
Jeff Strauss said merging the lots means
the township “won’t have to have separate
[Americans with Disabilities Act] com-
pliance” requirements for each lot.

The council also approved a resolution
backing the submission of a grant applica-
tion by the library to study the economic
impact of the library on the downtown
area “so that better services can be pro-
vided,” Councilman Strauss said.

Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool said the
first meeting of the board of directors of
the new Special Improvement District
(SID) will be held tonight at 7 p.m. at the
offices of the Downtown Westfield Corp.
at 105 Elm Street. The meeting will con-
sider the approval of the SID’s incorpo-
ration as well as the entity’s by-laws.
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SP Council

but he said dispatchers will be asked
to sign a “contract for a one-year
commitment” to ensure that the bor-
ough covers training “costs it incurs.”

Councilman Bruce Walsh requested
that the governing body’s public
safety committee be involved in the
dispatcher interview process.

Chief Domonoski said he expects
to make job offers to dispatcher can-
didates “sometime in early January,”
since the required training at the Union
County Police Academy begins by
early February.

During Tuesday night’s regular
meeting, the governing body ap-
proved, on second reading, its
amended downtown redevelopment
plan, as discussed in detail at least
week’s agenda meeting.

The amended plan now allows for
more “mixed-use development” in
the remainder of the redevelopment
area, including a greater emphasis on
the use of office space.

Mayor Mahr reported that the lat-
est redevelopment news includes a
new “day spa” to be located on South
Avenue, a new frame store down-
town, and the reopening of Enchant-
ments, a business run by downtown
property owner Helen Ling.

Following a question from resident
Joe Nagy about “what’s next” for the
Livingston-Wilbor property on South
Avenue, Mayor Mahr said the busi-
ness will have relocated by January 1,
with demolition of what’s left of the
building to begin shortly thereafter.
The building sustained significant
damage last year when a firewall from
the Station Mews redevelopment
project collapsed on the building. The
borough bought the property in Sep-
tember for $1.6 milllion.

“We are getting quotes now,” said
Mayor Mahr, pointing to demolition
plans aimed at removing the remain-
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Fanwood Borough Council

now be screened for dangerous passen-
gers with weapons headed to the U.S.
Also, some two-dozen cities now have
biological sensors to avert potential at-
tacks.

Mr. Chertoff also said the department
has developed security requirements that
will have to be met by chemical plants,
while security improvements have been
made for the transportation of hazardous
materials along rail lines.

Gary Whyte of Mountainside, who runs
a banana import business, said he has
seen fewer customs officers on ships. “I
think you should go back to the old days
of going on the ships and making your
presence known, because it is a deterrent
across the board.”

Mr. Chertoff said technology is being
used better to determine which ships to
board, and that a lot of interaction is now
done at foreign ports where ships are
being loaded.

He said the toughest challenge for Sec-
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Chertoff Discusses Security
retary-designee Janet Napolitano will be
to “continue to ensure that we are prop-
erly investing in these issues” to prevent
future attacks or incidents.

Mr. Chertoff started his career as an
assistant U.S. Attorney under then U.S.
Attorney for New York Rudy Giuliani.
He later headed the criminal division of
the Department of Justice, was U.S. At-
torney for New Jersey from 1990 to
1994, and served as a federal appeals
court judge.

Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (LD-21,
Westfield), who introduced Mr. Chertoff,
said the secretary was the only U.S. Attor-
ney appointed by a Republican, President
George H.W. Bush, and then reappointed
by a Democrat, President Bill Clinton.

ing “light industrial eyesore [that] no
longer has a place” downtown.

Also approved was a resolution to
adopt the borough’s latest Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) plan.

Mayor Mahr said, “Here in
Fanwood we have very manageable
numbers [of required affordable hous-
ing units] to meet,” both for new
housing and “rehabilitated” struc-
tures, including “group homes.”

During public comments, former
council candidate Bob Manduca said,
“Because of our financial situation, it
would be nice if we could get some
sort of a moratorium [on COAH re-
quirements], at least.”

Borough Attorney Dennis Estis re-
sponded that Fanwood has until 2018
to provide five new affordable hous-
ing units and about 30 rehabilitated
units.

Mr. Estis and Mayor Mahr both
said the borough should be able to
meet those requirements, especially
given new development occurring
downtown.

The governing body also approved
an ordinance “establishing and regu-
lating false alarm fees and fines,”
requiring residents with home alarm
systems – particularly those that can
be heard externally – to register them
with the borough.

Councilman Walsh said such alarms
“go off too frequently and cause too
many false responses” by emergency
personnel.

Looking ahead to 2009, Mayor
Mayor said, “I think that we have
challenges, but as long as we are
talking to each other, we will meet
them.”

The borough council’s annual re-
organization meeting is set for noon
on January 1 at Borough Hall, fol-
lowed by a reception at the Chelsea
Residences.

Merry Christmas

Is a Wonderful

State of Mind


