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Chansonettes’ Holiday
Concert Tour Begins

WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield will begin their tour for the
holiday season, entitled “Celebrate the
Season,” as they close out their 60th
anniversary year.

Concerts begin on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7, at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. The program will feature
songs celebrating the holiday season
and the choral group’s 60th anniversary
year, including “Celebrate this Day
Together,” “Jazzy Old Saint Nicholas,”
“Lights of Hanukah” and “A Simple
Song of Peace.”

The tour will continue on Tuesday
December 9, at Spring Meadows in
Summit; Wednesday, December 10, at
the Chelsea at Fanwood; Thursday,
December 11, at Runnells Specialized
Hospital; and finally, at Westfield Se-
nior Housing on Tuesday, December
16.

The Chansonettes is an all-women’s
choral group, which began 60 years
ago meeting and singing in various
group member’s houses.

Currently the group, which performs
a holiday and spring concert series each
year, rehearses once a week at the Pres-
byterian Church on Mountain Avenue
in Westfield, under the direction of Jean
Schork and accompanied by Mel Freda.

The group is currently looking for
new members, particularly first sopra-
nos, who enjoy singing and gathering
with friends. Rehearsals will begin again
in late January for the spring concert
series for any one interested in joining
the group.

Anyone needing more information
regarding upcoming concerts, interested
in joining the group or booking a future
concert may call Vice President Jackie
Costello at (908) 789-5819.

CELEBRATE THE SEASON...The Chansonettes close out their 60th anniver-
sary year this Sunday, December 7.

here / Christmas is just around the
corner.”

“It’s the first original holiday single
from an animated TV special in de-
cades,” Mr. Ungar, screenwriter and
executive producer of the special, said
in a press release.

If things go well, “they have plans
to do Cranberry Thanksgiving next
year,” Ms. Gates said of Ocean Spray’s
intentions.

Community Band, Edison
Singers Combine Forces

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band and the Edison
Intermediate School Broadway Sing-
ers are joining forces to present the
18th Annual Holiday Concert, spon-
sored by the Westfield Recreation
Department. The concert will be held
on Wednesday, December 10, at 7
p.m. in the Edison Intermediate
School auditorium, located at 800
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

The Westfield Community Band
has honored American composer
Leroy Anderson’s 100th birthday
throughout the year and will finish
its tribute with holiday favorites such
as “Sleigh Ride” and “A Christmas
Festival.”

The band will perform holiday
selections such as “Rhapsody for
Hanukkah” by Stephen Bulla, fea-
turing music on the Festival of Lights,
as well as Victor Herbert’s “March
of the Toys,” from the film Babes in
Toyland.

Additional selections for the
evening include “Midnight Sleigh
Ride,” by Sergei Prokofiev, “Snow,”
arranged by Jerry Brubaker, and
“Christmas Fiesta,” arranged by
Lloyd Conley.
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Musical Club of Westfield
Announces Dec. Program

WESTFIELD – The Musical Club
of Westfield’s holiday program, to be
held on Wednesday, December 10, at 1
p.m. in the First Baptist Church, lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street in Westfield,
will feature music for clarinet, piano
four hands, and madrigal choir.

Clarinetist George Toenes, a long-
time member of the musical commu-
nity in Westfield, will perform Claude
Debussy’s Première Rhapsody for clari-
net and piano. Pianist Beverly Thomson
Shea will accompany him.

The Première Rhapsody was com-
posed in 1910 as a “morceau de
concours” (competition piece) for the
Paris Conservatory and was performed
11 times in that first year by students,
with Debussy himself as a member of
the faculty reviewing the performances.

Carolle-Ann Mochernuk and Paul
Kueter, the acclaimed husband-and-

wife piano duo, return to perform the
first movement of the Italian Symphony
by Felix Mendelssohn, Allegro vivace,
in honor of the composer’s 200th birth-
day in 2009.

They will conclude their portion of
the program with a performance of the
“Holiday Pastiche,” a sparkling med-
ley of seasonal music arranged for pi-
ano four hands by Paul Kueter.

The Cranford High School Madrigal
Choir will round out the program, per-
forming a range of holiday pieces, in-
cluding music from the renaissance,
the present and everything in between.

The program is free and open to the
public. A reception featuring light re-
freshments will follow the performance.
All are welcome to stay and meet the
performers.

For membership information, call
(908) 232-2173.

The Edison Intermediate School’s
Broadway Singers, directed by
Kristine Smith-Morasso and Ken-
neth Horn, is an extra-curricular sing-
ing group made up of select seventh
and eighth grade students.

Touring frequently outside of the
school district, the ensemble will
sing a collection of holiday favor-
ites.

The band and choir will conclude
the concert with a joint performance
of “White Christmas” by Irving Ber-
lin.

For further information regarding
the holiday concert, contact the
Westfield Recreation Department at
(908) 789-4080 or go to
westfieldcommunityband.com.

Local Bands Perform
In Clark Fundraiser
AREA – Six local teen bands will

perform at Rockstock on Saturday,
December 6, at 8 p.m. at the Clark
Recreation Auditorium, located at 430
Westfield Avenue in Clark. The event
is sponsored by the Rahway Music
Company, a local music school.

There will be a cover charge of $5.
The event is a fundraiser for the
Rahway Music Company’s new fa-
cility, which will be located at 207
Center Street in Garwood. The school
will offer a variety of private and
group music instruction, music semi-
nars, master classes, music apprecia-
tion, yoga and art classes.

“The vision for my school is simple.
I see a school where children of all
ages and needs can go to have fun,
work hard and develop their music
abilities,” said E.J. Gaub, president,
Rahway Music Company.

The teen bands slated to perform
are Blue Side Down, Checkerboard
Armada, Ace, Bullet Train, Plan of
Attack and Message. The teen musi-
cians come from Westfield, Clark,
Cranford, Garwood and
Mountainside. The Rahway Music
Company Teacher Band will open the
show. For more information, call Mr.
Gaub at (908) 451-2548.

Summit Symphony
Performs ‘Peter, Wolf’
SUMMIT – The Summit Sym-

phony Orchestra will present its third
annual children’s concert on Sunday,
December 14, at 2 p.m., at the Sum-
mit High School, located on Kent
Place Boulevard.

The symphony will perform
Tchaikovsky’s “Nutcracker Suite”
and Prokofiev’s “Peter and the Wolf.”
Robert Sherman will narrate “Peter
and the Wolf.”

For more information about the free
concert and the Summit Symphony Or-
chestra, visit summitsymphonynj.org.

Temple Players
Present Squabbles

WESTFIELD – Audiences will
enjoy the laughs that come from pit-
ting a young couple against their ever-
arguing father and mother-in-law in
the play Squabbles, written by
Marshall Karp and presented by
Temple Emanu-El in Westfield.

On Saturday, December 13, at 7
p.m. the show is being presented
“Dinner Theatre-style,” with hors
d’oeuvres, carving stations, dessert
and a cash bar at $54 per person.
Additional performances will be held
on Thursday, December 11, at 8 p.m.
and a Sunday matinee, December 14,
at 2 p.m. at $18 per person and $10 for
students and seniors.

Temple Emanu-El players have also
performed The Sunshine Boys and
the musical Two by Two, both di-
rected by Ken Rosenblum.

To learn more, contact the temple
office or Jackie Master, communica-
tions coordinator, at (908) 232-6770,
by e-mail at jmaster@tewnj.org or
visit tewnj.org.

As for the books, she said, “They
are all out of print right now. We were
looking to reprint them…We’ll see
what happens with the show.”

The Devlins’ children’s books are
available at the Mountainside Library.
Contact the library by calling (908)
233-0115 or logging on to
mountainsidelibrary.org. The single
“Christmas is Just Around the Cor-
ner” is available on iTunes.
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Devlin – Cranberry Christmas


