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FBC Event to Feature
Cookies, Gingerbread
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church of Westfield will host its an-
nual Cookie Exchange and Ginger-
bread House Build on Wednesday,
December 10, at 7 p.m.

Participants are asked to bring a
container of their favorite cookies
and will have the opportunity to go
home with a variety of other cookies.
Children will work together with help-
ers to make their own little ginger-
bread house to take home.

The First Baptist Church is lo-
cated at 170 Elm Street. For more
information, contact the church of-
fice at (908) 233-2278 or
firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

Hermine L. Bowen, 85
Hermine L. Bowen, 85, of Scotch

Plains died on Monday, November
24, at Norwood Terrace in Plainfield.

Born in Germany, she was a long-
time resident of Scotch Plains.

Prior to retiring, Mrs. Bowen had
been employed as a cafeteria worker
with the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education. She was a mem-
ber of the First United Methodist
Church in Scotch Plains and the
Scotch Plains Senior Citizens.

Her husband, Glendon B. Bowen,
predeceased her in 1973.

Surviving are a niece, a nephew
and many friends.

Funeral services were held on Sat-
urday, November 29, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue in
Fanwood. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Willow Grove Presbyterian
Posts Activities For Advent

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church has an-
nounced the dates and details for
two Advent season programs.

An adult forum will be held on
three Sundays, December 7, 14 and
21, from 11:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.,
focusing on the nativity. Participants
will learn what parts of the tradi-
tional story actually appear in the
Bible and discover more about the
Middle Eastern culture into which
Jesus was born. There is no charge.

During the three Sunday sessions,
attendees will view and discuss a
video series featuring Dr. Kenneth
Bailey, a research professor of
Middle Eastern New Testament stud-
ies at Tantur Ecumenical Institute in
Jerusalem. Dr. Bailey was raised in
the Middle East. Individuals are in-
vited to bring a Christmas card or
two that embellishes the Christmas
story to share with the class.

The second event will be the Wil-
low Grove Advent Festival this Sat-
urday, December 6, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Participants will have an opportu-
nity to create a beautiful white and
gold ornament in the shape of a
Christian symbol. Called a Jesse
Tree ornament, or a Chrismon
(Christ Monogram), these symbols
represent the person, life or minis-
try of Jesus and the history of the
Christian Church. These symbols
are designed to help individuals
know more about the basic beliefs
of Christians and deepen their own
relationship with God.

Each Sunday during Advent, more
of these ornaments will be explained
during worship and put on the Christ-

mas tree in the Willow Grove sanc-
tuary. Attendees at the festival also
may make wreaths and gingerbread
houses. Afterward, participants will
sing Christmas carols together and
enjoy a pizza dinner. The cost is $5
per person, with a maximum of $15
per family. All are welcome.

Reservations are appreciated but
not required. To make reservations
for the Advent Festival or for more
information about either program,
call the church office Monday
through Friday at (908) 232-5678, e-
mail info@willowgrovechurch.org
or visit the church website,
willowgrovechurch.org.

The church is located at 1961
Raritan Road, across the street from
the Scotch Plains Southside
Firehouse and near the corner of
South Martine Avenue.
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Lois Faye Moser, 90
Lois Faye Moser, 90, died on Sun-

day, November 30, at The Chelsea at
Fanwood.

Born in Wharton, she had lived in
Scotch Plains before moving to The
Chelsea three years ago.

Mrs. Moser had been employed as
the manager for A-1 Employment in
Scotch Plains prior to retiring in 1970.

She was a member of the First
United Methodist Church in Scotch
Plains and a former member of the
Scotch Plains Woman’s Club.

Her husband, Walter Moser, pre-
deceased her in 1999.

Surviving are two sons, Thomas
and his wife, Kathleen, and Gordon
and his wife, Gail; her sister, Mary
Bernice Ward; five grandchildren,
David, Lori, Kelly, Scott and Todd,
and four great-grandchildren, Rory,
Sara, Amelia and Lexi.

A service was held yesterday,
Wednesday, December 3, at the Me-
morial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment was
private.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Center For Hope Hospice,
1900 Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. For additional information or
to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Oscar J. C. Klein, 97, DuPont Retiree;
CSH Volunteer and Active Parishioner

Oscar J. C. Klein, 97, of Westfield
died on Saturday, November 29.

Born in Erie, Pa., he had lived at his
home in Westfield for many years
until moving to Sunrise Assisted Liv-
ing in January 2007.

He earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Chemical Engineering and
a Master of Science degree in Chem-
istry from the University of Penn-
sylvania.

Mr. Klein had worked for DuPont,
as a chemical engineer and then as a
chemist, for 40 years. He retired in
1976.

He and his late wife of over 56
years, Florence S. Klein, were active
congregants of the Holy Trinity Ro-
man Catholic Church of Westfield and
volunteers at Children’s Specialized
Hospital. Mrs. Klein predeceased him.

Surviving are two daughters, Anne
Tupper of Plymouth, Mass. and Mary

Estelle Kempner, 88
Estelle Kempner, 88, of Westfield

died on Sunday, November 30.
Born in Newark to the late Karl and

Domenica Wojenski, she lived in
Westfield since 1949.

Mrs. Kempner had been a legal
secretary for the Essex County Law
Department in Newark for 42 years,
retiring in 1982.

She was a communicant of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church of
Westfield.

Her husband, George Kempner,
predeceased her in 1984. Two sisters,
Helen and Nellie, also predeceased
her.

Surviving are her close friend,
Lucille Murray, and her husband,
Martin, as well as many close rela-
tives.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered yesterday, Wednesday, De-
cember 3, at St. Helen’s Church.
Burial took place at Saint Gertrude
Cemetery in Colonia.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.
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Harriet Kitsz, 83, College Club Member;
Nursery School Teacher at Churches

Harriet L. Kitsz, 83, of Manchester
Township died on Saturday, Novem-
ber 29, at Community Hospital in
Toms River.

Born in New York City, she had
lived in Scotch Plains before moving
to Manchester earlier this year.

Mrs. Kitsz attended the University
of Maryland, where she was a mem-
ber of the Alpha Xi Delta Sorority.
She was employed as a nursery school
teacher at the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church and The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield prior to retiring.

She was a member of the Scotch
Plains Baptist Church, the College
Club of Scotch Plains-Fanwood and
the Army-Navy chapter of DAR.

Surviving are her husband, Will-

Haney of Wickford, R.I.; three sons,
John Klein of North Plainfield,
Charles Klein of Plainfield and Paul
Klein of Piscataway, and four grand-
children.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
offered at 10 a.m. today, Thursday,
December 4, at the Holy Trinity
Church. Burial will be at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to The Center For Hope
Hospice, 1900 Raritan Road, Scotch
Plains, N.J. 07076.
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George J. Bacsik, 88, Navy Veteran;
Had Designed Refineries For Exxon

George John Bacsik, 88, died on
Sunday, November 30, at Wynwood
Assistive Living in Manlius, N.Y.

Born in Baggaley, Pa., he had lived
in Fanwood from 1950 until recently
moving to New York.

A 1937 graduate of Bayonne High
School, Mr. Bacsik proudly served in
the United States Navy during World
War II aboard the USS Duncan, which
was sunk during the battle of Cape
Esperance on October 11, 1942. He
also served in the Korean War, con-
tinuing in the Navy reserves until 1958.

Mr. Bacsik attended Drew Univer-
sity and later graduated from Villanova
University in 1946 with a Bachelor of
Mechanical Engineering degree.

He was employed with Exxon Re-
search and Engineering in Florham Park
from 1949 until retiring in 1980. While
working, he received his master’s de-
gree in chemical engineering from
Stevens Institute of Technology. Mr.
Bacsik led an interesting career, travel-
ing throughout the world designing re-
fineries, and also was a longtime mem-
ber of Exxon Annuitants.

His wife, Anne Somyk Bacsik, pre-
deceased him in 1994.

Surviving are his son, Robert
Bacsik, M.D. and his wife, Alicia, of
Watertown, N.Y.; his daughter, Karen
Bacsik-Kohn, M.D. and her husband,
Lawrence Kohn, M.D., of
Fayetteville, N.Y.; his brother, An-
drew Bacsik of Bayonne, and four
grandchildren, Jeff and Jennifer Kohn
and Ryan and Kathleen Bacsik.

The funeral will be held at 9 a.m.
today, Thursday, December 4, from the

Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. A Funeral Mass
will be offered at 10 a.m. at the Im-
maculate Heart of Mary Roman Catho-
lic Church, 1571 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains. Interment will follow at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, contributions may
be made to the National Parkinson
Foundation (www.parkinson.org). For
additional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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iam Kitsz; two daughters, Linda Kelly
and her husband, Philip, and Leslie
Koopman and her husband, John;
seven grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, December 3, at the
Memorial Funeral Home, 155 South
Avenue in Fanwood. Interment fol-
lowed at the Scotch Plains Baptist
Church Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the Scotch Plains Bap-
tist Church, 333 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. For ad-
ditional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Area Church to Present ‘Heifer Project’ Sunday
FANWOOD – Adults and their fami-

lies from area communities are invited
to join members of the Fanwood Pres-
byterian Church on Sunday, Decem-
ber 7, at 11 a.m. in Westminster Hall
on Marian Avenue in Fanwood for a
special Advent Mission Project called
the “Heifer Project.”

The congregation and guests will be
encouraged to purchase “shares” of
various animals as Christmas gifts. A
needy family elsewhere in the world
would actually receive the animal to
own and care for. During the lively,
bazaar-like event, the church’s Sunday

school classes each sell shares of differ-
ent animals, including bees, chickens,
rabbits, pigs, goats, llamas and cows.

The “Heifer Project” is considered
to be an alternative Christmas gift, and
the buyer receives a Christmas card to
acknowledge the animal contribution.

The recipient of an animal will
receive training for the care of the
animal, and any offspring of the gift
animal will be given to another fam-
ily in need. In that way, the “gift”
continues to give help to others.

For more information, call the
church office at (908) 889-8891.

William Petrino, 60, Superintendent
Of Rahway Public Schools, UCESC

William Petrino, 60, of Westfield,
former Rahway Superintendent of
Schools, died on Monday, November
24, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

A resident of Westfield for 33 years,
Bill was a lifelong learner and advo-
cate for education. He earned his Bach-
elor of Science degree from Villanova
University, his Master of Arts degree
from Montclair State College and his
Ed.D. from Rutgers University.

Working in the Rahway Public
Schools for 34 years, Bill began his
career as a school psychologist. He
steadily worked his way up to Super-
intendent of Schools before leaving
the district in 2006.

Always an advocate for children,
Bill was very proud of founding
Rahway’s Alternative Center for Edu-
cation (A.C.E.) and of his work as the
director of Special Services. In July
2006, he was appointed Superinten-
dent of the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission and was
looking forward to returning to his
roots in special education. Unfortu-
nately, due to illness, he served for

only a short time in this position.
Bill enjoyed sports, whether as a

participant or spectator. He played
rugby in his college years at Villanova.
As a father, he coached his daughters’
soccer and softball teams. During the
1980s, Bill was commissioner of the
Girls’ Softball League of Westfield.
He loved cheering on his daughters
when they played field hockey for
Westfield High School.

Throughout his life, Bill enjoyed
golf. He was always striving to lower
his handicap, but no matter what his
score, there was never a bad day on
the course.

Surviving are his wife, Lynn; his
daughters, Jane Petrino and Susan
Butler; his son-in-law, Brian Butler,
and his granddaughter, Erin. Also
surviving are his mother, Gloria
Petrino; his brothers, Michael and
Richard, and his sister, Diann.

A memorial service was held for
Bill on Saturday, November 29, at the
First United Methodist Church of
Westfield.
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Seasons Support Group
Schedules Next Meeting

WESTFIELD – Seasons, a sup-
port group for divorced, separated
and widowed individuals, as well as
anyone who has experienced the
loss of a relationship, will hold its
next meeting on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 9, from 7:15 to 9 p.m. The topic
will be “Handling the Holidays.”

Open to people of all faiths, this
group offers participants assistance in
the journey toward healing of emo-
tions and spirit through group discus-
sions, guest speakers and social activi-
ties. Last month, the group had a
Thanksgiving potluck get-together.

Meetings are held every second
and fourth Tuesday of the month in
the activities center building of St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church,
located at 1600 Rahway Avenue in
Westfield.

For further information, call Bob
Laudati at (908) 322-7762 or Joan
Hernandez at (908) 930-2791 or e-
mail 2008seasons@live.com.

Labyrinth Walk Is Set
Sunday at Area Church

CRANFORD – The First Presby-
terian Church of Cranford will spon-
sor a series of open labyrinth walks,
with the next one scheduled for Sun-
day, December 7. All walks will be
held in Bates Hall at the church, lo-
cated at 11 Springfield Avenue.

Participants are invited to walk the
labyrinth any time between 1 and 4
p.m., but are asked to begin their walk
by 3:30 p.m. Subsequent walks will
be held on the first Sunday of every
month unless otherwise specified.
Everyone is welcome.

Walking the labyrinth is an ancient
spiritual practice of prayer and medi-
tation that has been revived in mod-
ern times. The 11-ringed pattern,
painted on canvas, is modeled after
the 13th-century labyrinth at Chartres
Cathedral in France. In Medieval
times, walking the labyrinth symbol-
ized the Christian pilgrimage to
Jerusalem for those who could not
personally make the journey.

For more information about the
labyrinth program or future walks,
call the church at (908) 276-8440.

Congregational Church
Continues Musicales

Wardlaw-Hartridge to Host
Admission Open House

EDISON – The Wardlaw-Hartridge
School, located at 1295 Inman Avenue
in Edison, will host its next admission
information session for prospective stu-
dents on Wednesday, December 10,
from 9 to 11 a.m.

Charlotte Vigeant, Wardlaw-
Hartridge director of Admissions and
Financial Aid, said, “Prospective fami-
lies will learn about the wonderful
opportunities Wardlaw-Hartridge has
to offer its students. They will spend
time with the directors of the lower,
middle and upper schools, as well as
with the students.

“Families will tour the facility with
student ambassadors and admission
representatives and have the opportu-
nity to speak with teachers,” she
added. “This open house is a wonder-
ful time for students and parents to
get to know the Wardlaw-Hartridge
community. Current parents will at-
tend this open house to share with
others why they have chosen
Wardlaw-Hartridge for their child.”

Gerard Gonnella, associate director
of Admissions, and a 1989 graduate of
The Wardlaw-Hartridge School, will
join Mrs. Vigeant in guiding prospec-
tive families and students through the
admission process with great care, con-
sistent support and with the best inter-

est of the child in mind.
For more information or to attend the

admission information session, call
(908) 754-1882, extension no. 155, or
e-mail blambertsen@whschool.org.

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield, located
at 125 Elmer Street, will continue its
25th season of Mid-Day Musicales
on Wednesday, December 10, at noon
with a program by the Westfield Sym-
phony Brass Quintet.

The Mid-Day Musicales has show-
cased musicians from all over the
world. As a thank you to the Westfield
community for its years of support,
the Mid-Day Musicales is featuring a
season of performers with Westfield
connections.

These free, half-hour programs in
the church sanctuary are followed by
an optional soup-and-sandwich lun-

cheon in the church’s social hall for $6.
The Westfield Symphony Brass

Quintet is made up of the principal
chair players and members of the sym-
phony, including Donald Batchelder
and Charles Bumcrot, trumpets; Patrick
Milando, French horn; Gary
Capetandes, trombone, and Jonathan
Fowler, tuba. All have had accomplished
careers as orchestral performers, solo-
ists and chamber musicians. Their pro-
gram will consist of works by Morley
Calvert, Malcolm Arnold, David
Samson and some holiday music.

For further information, or to make
optional lunch reservations, call the
church office at (908) 233-2494.

Borough Seniors Plan
Christmas Luncheon
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior

Citizen Club of Mountainside will
host its annual Christmas Party lun-
cheon on Friday, December 19, at
12:30 p.m. at L’Affaire Fine Cater-
ing, located at 1099 Route 22, East,
in Mountainside.

The luncheon menu will consist of
a choice of Chicken L’Affaire,
salmon or sliced filet, cream of mush-
room soup, salad, roasted potato,
mixed vegetable, rolls and butter.
Coffee and tea also will be served,
with peach melba for dessert.

The cost is $26 for members and
$30 for non-members. Checks
should be made payable to the Se-
nior Citizen Club of Mountainside
and mailed to: Eve Vitale, 286
Ravenswood, Mountainside, N.J.
07092. For more information, call
Eve Vitale at (908) 789-8568.


