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Union Catholic Students
Participate in MLK Conf.

SCOTCH PLAINS – Union Catho-
lic High School of Scotch Plains
participated in the Martin Luther
King Youth Lead-
ership Conference
held at Ramapo
College in
Mahwah.

Along with stu-
dents from all over
the state, 17 Union
Catholic students
were chosen as a
result of their
demonstration of
leadership quali-
ties inside the
classroom, as well
as in their school
community.

Chosen participants included
Katie Lubin, 2012, and Stephanie
Walls, 2009, of Cranford, as well as
Megan Tosato, 2011, of
Mountainside.

The day was designed to enhance
the leadership skills of the students,
as well as inspire them to be future
implementers of change through con-
tinuing their education.

Through workshops focusing on
various topics concerning today’s
youth, such as self-acceptance and
body image, continuing education,
character development, civic/com-
munity education and workforce de-
velopment, students were provided
with information on bettering their
communities, as well as connecting
with positive role models who can
aid in their future aspirations.

Students also had an opportunity
to hear from Kevin Hudson, director
of External Affairs for The Wight

Foundation, Inc.
in Newark, and
New Jersey’s Sec-
retary of State,
Nina Wells, who
encouraged them
to recognize the
high level of po-
tential they pos-
sess and use that
to make positive
life choices.

Ms. Wells said,
“Our mission is to
empower our
youth to embrace
the ideals and phi-

losophy of Dr. King to further ad-
vance his legacy of social justice for
all Americans.”

SPFHS ANNOUNCES COMMENDED STUDENTS…Nine students from Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School have been named Commended Students in the 2009
National Merit Scholarship Program. The students that have demonstrated a
strong academic performance include, starting with the front row, left to right,
James Walsh, Anne Marie Noronha, Allison Killeen, and Michelle Conway. In the
back row, left to right, are: Roger Liu, Gerardo Castro, Petros Petridis, Martin
Sweeney and Karthik Kumar. These commended students placed among the top
5 percent of more than 1.4 million students who entered the 2009 competition by
taking the SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test.

HALLOWEEN FOR HUNGER...Sam Renfree, left,  and Christopher stone,
right, students at Park Middle School, designate trick or treating as “Halloween
for Hunger.”  Four very large boxes of food were collected and donated to the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.

YOUNG LEADERS...Union Catholic
High School of Scotch Plains partici-
pated in the Martin Luther King Youth
Leadership Conference held at Ramapo
College in Mahwah.

THE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEWTHE STUDENT VIEW
The weekly column written by local high school students

After Receiving Assistance Post 9/11,
Westfield Family Returns The Favor

By MATT ENSLIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This past week, we celebrated
Thanksgiving, which marks the begin-
ning of the holiday season. During this
time of year, many children in our
community are worried about getting
the latest Xbox 360 game or a new cell
phone. But, some children don’t have
the luxury of worrying about the latest
electronic gadget; instead, they want
for some of the basic items we all take
for granted, like binders and backpacks.

Many of these children attend School
17, a K-8 public school in Elizabeth
with 1,000 students. Many of these
students are children of immigrants,
and English may be their second lan-
guage. As such, the school provides
three ESL [English as a Second Lan-
guage] teachers.

One of them is Lucy Esteves, who, in
early November, had a chance meeting
with Sally Cohen-Alameno, a
Westfielder with children attending
Edison Intermediate and McKinley
Elementary Schools.

Since Ms. Cohen-Alameno used to
work at the Brearley School in New
York City, she started talking to Ms.
Esteves about School 17. Ms. Esteves
told Ms. Cohen-Alameno about her
students and how many of them were
from poor families and did not have
proper school supplies.

Feeling empathy for these unfortu-
nate children, Ms. Cohen-Alameno
went home and collected old books,
backpacks, school supplies, clothes and
toys from her children Joe and Nina.

Ms. Cohen-Alameno then called Ms.
Esteves, telling her that she had found
several everyday items to donate to the
kids at School 17. Overjoyed, Ms.
Esteves delivered the gifts to students,
who were greatly appreciative.

Ms. Cohen-Alameno, Joe and Nina
felt that the donations had been a good
lesson to others, who they hope can be
altruistic as well. Shortly after donating
the items, they received a photograph
from Ms. Esteves of her students wear-
ing Joe and Nina’s old backpacks! Due
to their generosity, the Alamenos were
invited to the school’s Christmas Party.

The Alamenos were inspired to do
this charitable act because of great gen-
erosity showed towards them in the
past. They received an outpouring of
compassion and sympathy after An-
drew Alameno died in the 9/11 tragedy.

After this, Ms. Cohen-Alameno felt
strongly that she wanted to help oth-
ers, “After having people give to me
and my children, I wanted to pass it
on to others,” she said.

I hope that many people can go
through their closet after reading this

and find some old supplies or clothes
that they haven’t used in years and
donate it to a community in need,
possibly even School 17.

If you donate something, imagine a
poor child wearing or using your do-
nation, smiling like they have never
faced the troubles they endure every-
day.

I was inspired by Ms. Cohen-
Alameno and her kids’ generosity
and thoughtfulness, and wanted to
write this article to share it with oth-
ers. If you are interested in giving to
School 17, contact Ms. Cohen-
Alameno at aalameno@comcast.net.

Matthew is a student at Edison Inter-
mediate School.

Wesley Hall School
for Early Childhood

Wesley Hall invites you to meet our
Kindergarten Teaching Team
and learn more about our

FULL DAY KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM!

Wednesday, December 10th, 2008
11:45 a.m.

in our Kindergarten Room

Wesley Hall School for Early Childhood
1 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

Please call to Register: 908-233-9570

•NJ State-Approved Online

Defensive Driving Course

•Remove Two Points from your License

•Reduce Auto Premiums

Losetwopoints.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the PLAN-
NING BOARD OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD after public hearing on Octo-
ber 28, 2008, granted approval for a vari-
ance to 184-145G, permitting a 21 foot
boat on property owned by Antonio Rocha
at 150 Hunter Avenue, Fanwood, New
Jersey being Block 28, Lot 24.

Documents pertaining to this applica-
tion are available for public inspection at
Borough Hall during normal business
hours.

Mr. Antonio Rocha
150 Hunter Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 12/04/08, The Times Fee: $16.32

Westfield Students
Focus on Respect

WESTFIELD – Students at
Roosevelt Intermediate School chal-
lenged social and racial boundaries
during the first annual “Mix It Up at
Lunch Day.”

The 774 sixth, seventh and eighth

graders joined more than 4 million
others across the country on November
13, in a project designed to foster re-
spect and understanding in schools and
communities. Organized by Roosevelt’s
Counseling Office, the program began
earlier in the week with in-class lessons
on acceptance and tolerance.

Eighth-grade peer leaders created
questions to bring to the luncheon tables
on November 13, following a call to
action to all the students to take a new
seat in the cafeteria.

“By making the move, students can
cross the lines of division, meet new
people and make new friends,” counse-
lor Kimberly Lisnock said.

“Our goal is to help build inclusive,
welcoming learning environments,” she
added. A follow-up lesson was con-
ducted in the classroom the week of
November 17, for all the grades.

PEER LEADERSHIP…Pictured
above are sixth graders in the cafeteria
during Mix-It-Up Day in a discussion
of social consequences and feelings led
by eighth-grade peer leader Greg
Rachman (far right).

Woman’s Club Announces
Youth Poetry, Story Contest
WESTFIELD – Woman’s Club of

Westfield invites all aspiring student
poets and authors from first grade
through high school to enter The New
Jersey State Federation of Women’s
Clubs’ Youth Poetry and Short Story
Contest.

Poetry entries may be any style with
a minimum length of eight lines and a
maximum of 30 lines. Short stories are
limited to 2,000 words. Entries must
be typewritten, double-spaced, with a
minimum of one-inch margins, on one
side of 8 ½” x 11” paper.

A student may enter one short story
and/or poem for the local club contest.

The author’s name, address, tele-

phone number, title of poem or short
story, the category entered and the
name of the sponsoring club must be
in the top right-hand corner of each
page. All entries are judged on con-
tent, organization and form. The
judges’ decision is final.

Two copies of the material should
be submitted to the Woman’s Club of
Westfield, 314 Orenda Circle,
Westfield, N.J. 07090, postmarked
before January 14, 2009, and must be
the original unpublished work of the
author, written during the contest year.

Writers must be amateurs, with
earnings from writing not to exceed
$500 annually. Authors are asked to
keep copies of their works, as entries
cannot be returned.

The categories in both poetry and
short story are: Category One (Grades
l, 2, 3); Category Two (Grades 4, 5,
6); Category Three (Grades 7, 8, 9),
Category Four (Grades 10, 11, 12).

Winners of the local contest will be
sent on for judging at the New Jersey
State Federation of Women’s Club
level. First-place state winners will
then go on to be judged by the Gen-
eral Federation of Women’s Clubs,
the national level.

Airman Kenton Brown
Completes Training

SCOTCH PLAINS — Air Force
Airman Kenton Brown has graduated
from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Anto-
nio, Tex.

During the six weeks of training,
the airman studied the Air Force mis-
sion, organization, core values, and
military customs and courtesies; per-
formed drill and ceremony marches,
and received physical training, rifle
marksmanship, field training exer-
cises, and special training in human
relations. In addition, airmen who
complete basic training earn credits
toward an associate in applied sci-
ence degree relating through the Com-
munity College of the Air Force.

He is the son of Towana Brown of
South Plainfield and Chester Brown
Jr. of Scotch Plains. Kenton is a 2007
graduate of South Plainfield High
School.

SP Resident, AU Student
Aids His Community
SCOTCH PLAINS – David Gordon

of Scotch Plains, a freshman at Ameri-
can University (AU), participated in the
Freshmen Service Experience (FSE), a
community service project in which
first-year students contributed nearly
10,000 hours of service at 37 sites
around the Washington, D.C. area.

More than 600 AU students partici-
pated in the four-day program this year.
David worked with MOMIE’s TLC, an
after-school program for low-income,
elementary-age youth. The program
also included a Black History Month
program open to the public and other
student-led groups of volunteers served
and prepared meals, rebuilt homes
cleaned local and national parks, and
worked with children and the disabled.

FREE 
PSAT Result Evaluation 

at Ivy Ed
Test prep expert and Ivy Ed 
partner Jacqui Byrne will be 

available in Ivy Ed’s Scotch Plains 
office for free, private evaluations 
on Monday, December 15th, from 

4-8, by appointment only.

Ivy Ed offers ACT and SAT diagnostic 
evaluations and test prep (SAT, ACT, AP, 

IB, SATII, SSAT, ISEE), curriculum 
tutoring, college counseling, and college 

essay and application consulting. Students 
meet with the same tutor each week. Tutor 

bios and more information on website.

Scotch Plains

1833 Front Street  

908 322-0533
www.ivyed.net 

Ivy Ed also has an office in Bernardsville, 
1 Anderson Hill Road (below new library) 

908 630-0533

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

Ordinances were introduced by the Town
Council of the Town of Westfield on De-
cember 2, 2008. Copies of these ordi-
nances can be obtained without cost in the
Town Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town
Hall, 425 East Broad Street, Westfield,
New Jersey between the hours of 8:30
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Fri-
day.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1928

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD CHAPTER 2,
“ADMINISTRATION”, AR-
TICLE II, TOWN OFFICERS
AND EMPLOYEES, DIVISION
3, PERSONNEL POSITIONS
AND SALARIES SCHEDULE”,
SEC. 2-12.28, “SCHEDULE”.

This ordinance adopts the salary ranges
for all present and future full-time employ-
ees of the Town of Westfield whose posi-
tions are covered by the collective bar-
gaining agreement between the Town of
Westfield and the Communications Work-
ers of America Local 1040 and who are on
the payroll on the date of signing the
agreement.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1929

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 10A

This ordinance changes fees for the
Westfield Conservation Center.

GENERAL ORDNANCE NO. 1930

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
ARTICLE 5, ENTITLED
“FEES, DEPOSITS, GUARAN-
TEES AND OTHER PAY-
MENTS” OF THE LAND USE
ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN
OF WESTFIELD

This ordinance changes the fees, de-
posits, guarantees and other payments in
connection with various applications for
development and other matters which are
the subject to this ordinance.

General Ordinance No. 1931

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 24

This ordinance changes the permit fee
for sidewalk and retaining wall opening
located in the public right of way to $10.00.

These ordinances are scheduled for
adoption on December 16, 2008 at 8:00
p.m. or as soon thereafter as said matter
can be reached, in the Council Chambers,
Municipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 L - 12/02/08, The Leader Fee: $61.20

WF’s Holt Participates
In Intl. Study Program

WESTFIELD – Benjamin Holt of
Westfield participated
in St. Lawrence
University’s Interna-
tional Study Program
for the fall 2008 se-
mester.

Mr. Holt is a gradu-
ate of Westfield High

School. Currently, he is studying in
France.

Benjamin Holt


