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 A Winning Equation: 
 

Athletic Skill + Academic Achievement + 
 

A Boomerang Recruiting DVD = 

 

 College Scholarships & Acceptances  

    Boomerang Video (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com  

Westfield Baseball League
Spring Registration

Is Now Open!

To Register, please visit
www.westfieldbaseball.com

Registrations received after January 15, 2009

will be subject to a $25 late fee. We ask that you

register on time so that we may begin the

difficult task of creating divisions and teams in a

timely manner. This way, we’ll be ready to go

for the 2009 Season beginning on April 18th.

MACKENZIE NAILS PATs, SCORES TD, HAS KEY PUNT

Blue Devil Junior Girls Jolt
Seniors in Powder Puff, 16-15

JOHNSON SCORES 3 TDs; MRUZ, BILLUPS KEY PLAYS

Blue Devils Ground Cardinals
In Turkey Day Classic, 21-19

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Numerous key defensive plays, a
five-yard touchdown (TD) run and a
pair of breakaway TD runs from se-
nior halfback Ricardo Johnson was
just enough for the Westfield High
School football team to absorb two
fourth-quarter TDs by Plainfield in a
21-19 victory in the annual Thanks-
giving Day classic at Hub Stine Field
in Plainfield on November 27.

Johnson had 51 rushing yards, in-
cluding his five-yard TD, in the first
half but added 156 more rushing yards
and breakaway TD sprints of 45 and
74 yards, respectively, to finish with
207 yards. Johnson did receive some
key blocks on his huge gains but he
also had to scrape out extra yardage
on his own, several resulting in first
downs, which kept possession in the
hands of the 7-3 Blue Devils.

“He played tough in big games,
against Elizabeth, against Union. He
is a game player. He’s the best player
I’ve coached since I’ve been here,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Jim DeSarno
said. “Sometimes he took the block-
ing he got. Sometimes he made some-
thing out of nothing. That’s special!”

Cardinal backup quarterback An-
thony Jenkins started in place of
Tyrone Johnson, who had been
benched for missing practice, and,
although he was intercepted twice,
had some success, completing six of
12 passes for 63 yards, including a
nine-yard TD strike to Rashon Roach.
Johnson came in late in the third
quarter and was 7-for-14 for 170
yards, including a 77-yard TD strike
to Tyray Forte and a six-yard TD

strike to Ron James. Forte finished
with five receptions for 160 yards.

The Blue Devil defense limited the
4-6 Cardinals’ ground game to 34 yards
in the first half and, after Ricardo
Johnson capped a 10-play, 59-yard
drive with his five-yard TD scoot mid-
way through the first quarter, line-
backer T.J. Mruz throttled the Cardi-
nals’ first drive with a seven-yard stuff.

Defensive end Nick Matthews
smothered a fumble at the Plainfield
38 on the Cardinals’ next possession
and wide receiver Chris Sheehan (2
receptions, 18 yards) bought the Blue
Devil offense more time with a 23-
yard gallop on a fake punt. Although
Ricardo Johnson’s 29-yard hook
around the left side gave the Blue
Devils a first down at the nine, Cardi-
nal Ron James intercepted quarter-
back Tony DiIorio’s pass near the goal
line and returned it to the Westfield 35
to set up a four-play scoring drive that
ended with Roach’s nine-yard TD re-
ception in the second quarter.

The Cardinals kept the momentum
and threatened before halftime but

Mruz recorded a five-yard sack on a
fourth-down play.

“It was a fourth-and-two from the
seven. We ran that play in practice all
week. We filled the hole in and got
him in the backfield. It was a team
effort,” Mruz said.

“TJ has been so solid. He’s our
leading tackler. You don’t have to yell
at him to tell him what to do,” said
coach DeSarno.

Blue Devil left tackle Eric Moran
also recovered an offensive fumble,
as did Dan Ludlum, and Willie
Johnson added a six-yard sack.

“Their line was very big, very fast.
They played hard. We played hard. It
was just a great game,” said Moran.
“I’m so happy to win my last game in
high school.”

Plainfield threatened early in the third
quarter and moved the ball to the Blue
Devil 12 but Jihaad Billups intercepted
Jenkins’ pass deep in the end zone and
returned the ball to the Westfield 46.

“It was a heads up play for him to
intercept it in the end zone to see

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Whether it is fine coaching, inten-
sity of the competitors or both, the
Westfield High School junior/senior
Powder Puff showdown has been
evolving into a real football game.

In last year’s game, then junior
receiver Arielle Ziering caught Aileen
Grogan’s pass for a touchdown (TD)
as time ran out to give the junior girls
a 21-21 tie with the seniors. This
year’s game at Gary Kehler Stadium
on November 26 was decided by
Grace Mackenzie’s two-point con-
version kick through the uprights to
give the juniors a 16-15 victory.

Prior to the showdown, senior of-
fensive coach Tony DiIorio said, “We
have Aileen Grogan coming in as the
starting quarterback. We have a lot of
height at wide receiver so we are
going to throw the ball a little bit
today. The best part of our team is our
line. They have been working well to
open up some holes.”

Joining Ziering as wide receivers
were Catherine Payne, Katie Abruzzo
and Bridget Grogan. Offensive line-
men Julia Watkins, Brianna
Goncalves, Anna Morton and com-
pany were to block for the ever-dan-
gerous running back Cyndil Matthew.

Defensive coach Chris Sheehan
added, “The heart of our defense is
Dana Newman at nose tackle. She is
very intense and loves going after the
ball. We are playing a 3-5 so we have
five great linebackers. They are fast.”

Tessa Bowman was playing safety
and gymnast Tina Chabrier occupied
a corner.

Both DiIorio and Sheehan admit-
ted that they have something up their
sleeves in the way of trick plays.

Junior coach Bob McKeon also
had a sleeve. “We have a very fast
running back in Lacy Cummings. We
have fast wide receivers and our of-
fensive and defensive teams are just
as good as theirs.

Receivers Amanda Markowski,
Julia Spiridigliozzi, Diana Venezia
and Kelly Irving would be looking to
the junior quarterback who “is a new
girl. She’s our mystery girl (Kiyana
Raugh). She can throw the deep ball,”
McKeon said.

When asked whether she was a
running or passing quarterback,
Raugh simply commented, “We will
have to see.”

On defense, “One of our key players
is Maria Niemiera. She is a basketball
player. She can take down some of
their players. Our speed, we have Katie
Davidson and Julia Spiridigliozzi at
corner to take away the outside run
and we have a bunch of people to stop
Cyndil Matthew on the run,” said de-
fensive coach Pat Gray, who added,
“We have a strong safety, who plays
rugby. She (Kaylen Santiago) will be
covering the deep ball.”

The real mystery girl, however, turned
out to be Mackenzie, who kicked both
two-point conversions, ran for a 32-
yard TD and punted from her end zone
to the 40-yard line with only three
seconds remaining in the game.

The seniors got strong runs from

TAYLOR SCORES 2 TOUCHDOWNS, GREEN GETS TD

Minutemen Gridders Reject
Raiders on Turkey Day, 48-20

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Four big touchdown (TD) runs from
halfback Raymond Graham opened
the door for a 48-20 Elizabeth High
School victory over the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood football team in the Thanks-
giving rivalry at Williams Field in
Elizabeth on November 26. Graham
gobbled up 229 rushing yards and TD
runs of 55,17, 26 and 73-yards, re-
spectively.

The 7-3 Minutemen could hardly
contain the hard-nosed rushing effort
by senior halfback Anthony Taylor,
who rumbled over would be tacklers
for 148 yards on 24 carries, which
included a pair of two-yard (TD) runs.
Senior fullback/linebacker Marcus

Green chugged 71 yards on 10 car-
ries, including a three-yard TD run,
and added a seven-yard reception.
Junior quarterback Gary Binkiewicz
completed four of eight passes for 36
yards, including a 17-yard strike to
junior wide receiver Doran Nelson,
and rushed for 12 yards.

Green provided brilliant blocking
offensively and recorded 12 tackles
and three sacks defensively. Seniors
Mike Ferrara, Petros Petridis and
Kenny Azard each dropped five,
sophomore Matt Manns had an inter-
ception and two tackles and senior
defensive back Alex Carow added a
fumble recovery that led to a Raider
TD. Sophomore Quintin Blackwell,
senior Brandon Brown and junior

Alex Graham and each added two
tackles and senior Robert Alcine re-
covered a fumble in the fourth quar-
ter.

The Minutemen dazed the Raiders
in their opening possession with
Graham’s 55-yard TD run with 7:57
left. Disaster struck the Raiders’ sec-
ond possession after they marched 42
yards to the Minutemen 26 but the
promising drive was halted when the
Minutemen recovered a fumble that
concluded with Graham’s 17-yard TD
run with 3:04 left in the quarter.

Early in the second half, the Raid-
ers came out cracking on their next
possession beginning from the 20.
Led by Green’s vicious blocks, it
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Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PASSING THROUGH WITH OFFENSIVE FURY…Raider Marcus Green, No. 21, powers through the Minutemen line.
The senior provided 71-yards on 10 carries, including a three-yard TD, and recorded 12 tackles and three sacks.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TURNING DOWNFIELD…Blue Devil wide receiver Chris Sheehan, No. 5, receives a pass from quarterback Tony DiIorio,
right, and turns toward the sideline to gobble up more yardage.
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Call For
More Information!

Invite Susan in,
and she’ll bring results!

Susan Devaney

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 12/7  12-4PM
128 East Dudley Avenue

WESTFIELD . . . 1880‘s 7 BR, 3.5 Bath Victorian Queen, with its sweeping porch & beautiful
landscaping situated on a corner property is located a few blocks from downtown Westfield with
shopping, schools & NYC transportation. A welcoming foyer and detailed pocket doors grace the entries,
LR, FDR & the Parlor/FR. The high ceiling, hardwood floors on the 1st floor, large EIK with seating by
a wall of windows & opening onto the private screened porch overlooking the garden and pool & a
conveniently located adjoining laundry room. The 2nd floor is accessed by the front stairs or the back door
entry & stairs. An updated MBR Suite with a full modern bath, renovated full half bath, plus addition
generous BR featuring private full bath & circular window-surround turret space. Two more Bedrooms,
an office and walk-out cupola balcony are located on the 3rd floor. Large fully fenced private yard, heated
pool, whirlpool & paver surround, private outdoor shower, 2 car garage, private driveway with plenty of
parking. $1,395,000. Directions: Corner of E. Dudley & Elm #128. MLS # 2605846


