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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm St.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail Addresses
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

I am incredibly pleased that State
Senator Leonard Lance will soon be
the next representative for our 7th
Congressional District. As I person-
ally told Mr. Lance soon after the
June 2008 Republican Primary, there
is no politician on the face of the
Earth to whom I would rather lose an
election! While Congressman-elect
Lance and I do differ on some issues,
it was an honor to support him in the
General Election and it is a greater
honor to call him my friend.

With that said, I believe it is im-
portant to recognize that Leonard
Lance could never have been elected
in the 7th Congressional District
had he not had the support of those
voters that consider themselves in-
dependents, and more relevantly
unified Republicans that consider

themselves either moderate or con-
servative.

Those that consider themselves
now, or aspire to be leaders in the
New Jersey Republican Party must
acknowledge that for our party to
ever be a majority again in the Garden
State, we must indeed be a “Big Tent”
party, tolerant, if you will, of a vast
array of viewpoints.

Tolerance, of course is a two way
street. For any Republican leader to
proclaim the conservative wing of the
party as somehow preaching moral-
ity is extraordinarily shortsighted and
divisive and will ultimately render
the GOP as the perennial minority
party in New Jersey. The “Preaching
Morality” accusation is trite and best
left to liberal Democrats, not Repub-
lican leaders.

Restaurant Thanks
Fire Departments

The owners of Costa’s Ristorante would
like to thank the community for their
support during this difficult time, espe-
cially the Roselle Park Fire and Police
Departments, as well as all the local fire
departments that responded and assisted
at the location during the fire. Your time
and dedication is greatly appreciated. The
restaurant suffered a fire on November
17.

Costa’s has reopened for business
around the corner from its original loca-
tion. This temporary site will be used
during the reconstruction of the primary
location. The temporary location is at 9
West Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park,
formerly Café Michael Angelo.

The restaurant and pizzeria has been a
landmark in Roselle Park for generations,
servicing many people within our com-
munity.

Please call (908) 241-1131 or (908)
245-2611 if you have any questions.

Christine Alger
Roselle Park

Mayor Viglianti’s Old Time Series Is
Augmented by Westfield Reader

Federal Gov. Has Forgotten It Is
‘We The People’ Not ‘We Wall St.’

As a lifelong resident of Westfield I
really enjoyed Mr. Viglianti’s series about
old time Westfield, however I would like
to clarify one thing. J.S.Irving was lo-
cated on North Ave. at Central Ave. near
where the Drug Fair is now located. The
coal and lumber company on South Ave.
was Tuttle Brothers at the time. After that,
J.S.Irving relocated about 1951 to where
Tuttle Brothers was.

The building, which is now the
Westfield Bank, was the office, as you
face the building the area on the left,
which I believe is a drive up, was where
the scale to weigh the coal trucks was
located, the lumber mill was where the
large office building is now located.
Across the street on the corner of South
Ave. and Spring St. (now Watterson St.)
was Willie Schulz Atlantic gas station
and next to that was Nelson’s Diner.
Further east on the Corner of Westfield

Ave. was Merit gas station operated by
Bill Drake and on the other corner (now
Clyne and Murphy) was Tomkins Ice
Cream Parlor, double dip for a dime.
Further up where the Dive shop is was
Hahn’s Meat Market where I delivered
meat on my bicycle every day after school
and all day Saturday for $5 a week. When
I told Mr. Hahn I was quiting he told me
he was just about to give me a raise to $7,
I could not turn that down and I worked
until the day I had an accident making a
delivery, broke my nose and ended up in
the hospital. When my father called Mr.
Hahn to tell him about the accident the
first thing he said was “What happened to
the meat,” my career at Hahn’s Meat
Market ended then and there. Again thanks
to Mr.Viglianti for the series.

Dave O’Connor
Westfield

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

A Few Clever Quotes to Help
Brighten Those ‘Blue’ Days

An Ardent Reader Writes: I need
some clever and/or funny sayings to
give me a boost when I wake up on a
dark, cold day and need a “lift” to go
on. What are some of the quotes you
used recently as “enhancers” when
we feel blue?

Answer: Some of the sayings are
quotes from Mark Twain sources and
offer thoughtfulness and smiles. En-
joy:

“We ought never to do wrong when
people are looking.”

“Never tell the truth to people who
are not worthy of it.”

“Always obey your parents – when
they are present.”

“A full belly is little worth when
the mind is starved.”

“Nothing so needs reforming as
other people’s habits.”

“There is no sadder thing than a
young pessimist, except an old opti-
mist.”

“All good things arrive unto them
that wait – and don’t die in the mean-
time.”

“The man with a new idea is a
crank until the idea succeeds.”

A Frustrated Mother Writes: My
11-year-old son is the only boy in tap
dance class at a local dance studio.
He has always wanted to be a profes-
sional dancer, and I have never dis-
couraged this. My husband has and
still does. My husband “Scott” (dis-
guised name) has always been into
sports and got through college on a
football scholarship.

Since “Tyler” (disguised name) was
little, Scott played ball with him, and
thought he could develop into a good
pitcher. He enrolled Tyler in wres-
tling and soccer. Although Tyler was
involved in all these sports, he seemed
to be doing it to satisfy his dad.

As he is getting older, Tyler says he
wants to be active in other situations
like tap dancing, acting and writing.
Needless to say, my husband is hav-
ing a silent fit, feeling my son will not
grow up to be a strong “guy.” The
other night, he turned to me and in an

agitated tone, said, “Instead of a guy,
I’m raising a gay.” I am so afraid he is
going to upset Tyler. How can I con-
vince my husband that he is wrong?

Answer: You have to tell your hus-
band that his anxiety is inappropriate
and not based on fact. If he conveys
his feelings to Tyler, he may or will
create self-doubts and insecurities
within the boy and set up self-image
and sexual doubting problems. Tap
dancing, acting and writing do not
make a male child gay. If he enjoys
these activities, excels and wants to
pursue them, encourage it.

Scott needs to be told that he must
not project his interests, nor his con-
cerns onto the boy. He has a right to
be athletic; Tyler has a right to be
artistic. Let us continue to dissolve so
many of the stereotypes, which many
in our society display. Allow Tyler to
evolve into a person who is happy and
motivated to enjoy his talents and
uniqueness. Scott – it’s okay!

A Young Adult Writes: I am a 19-
year-old virgin dating a 22-year-old
guy who I met in college. I like “Todd”
(disguised name) very much and want
to continue to see him. He is very
sweet and sensitive, but lately wants
us to become intimate. He says this is
part of a loving relationship, and he
will enable me to feel like a complete
woman and free me from inhibitions.
I told him I was not comfortable with
this, but the more I say no, the more
pressure he puts on me. I don’t want
to lose him, and I’m afraid I may give
in just to keep him. What should I do?
What can I say?

Answer: Start with “Adios,
goodbye, see you, Todd.” You should
not be involved in such an intimate
situation out of fear of losing some-
one. That person is not worth it and is
probably talking from his hormones.
If he were sensitive and caring, he
would respect your feelings, period.
If he cannot, and applies pressure, it
is time to move on, and I repeat, do
not do anything in which you are not
comfortable.

Trillions of dollars for the financial
institutions, which helped create the se-
vere economic and financial crisis the
country and the world, are in now. Yet,
not one penny for the homeowner facing
foreclosure, the senior citizen unable to
pay for prescription drugs, the local
businessperson going bankrupt, the con-
sumer burdened by insurmountable debt.

What about these people and the tens of
millions of other Americans who sit at the
kitchen table night after night and wonder
where the money will come from to pay
the bills? Most of these people are honest
as the day is long. They work hard. They
play by the books. They try to keep within
the family budget. They don’t assume
outrageous risks like those, which toppled
Lehman Brothers and Bear Sterns and
nearly destroyed other venerable finan-
cial institutions. Where is the federal gov-
ernment to help out these individuals?

Most Americans must suffer the con-
sequences of their own mistakes. But not
Wall Street. Financial institutions bet on
making oodles of money on very risky
sub-prime loans, lost, and receive enor-
mous amounts of bailout money.

What is the average American going to
say about a federal government, which

has pleaded poverty for years? There isn’t
enough money for health insurance for
children, not enough money for a national
health insurance program, not enough
money for the deteriorating national park
system, not enough money for the per-
forming arts, not enough money to for the
most modern equipment to protect our
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. But sud-
denly there is more than enough money to
save Wall Street from its greedy excesses
and incompetence.

The federal government must show the
same concern for the little guy that it
shows for Wall Street and its legions of
highly paid lobbyists and government
insiders.

The little guy wants to know that the
federal government is as concerned if not
more concerned with saving main street
as it is with saving Wall Street. The very
first words in the Preamble to the United
States Constitution are “We the people.”
Not “We Wall Street.” Our leaders in the
federal government have forgotten these
three beautiful words. It is time they re-
membered them.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield
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By Mayor Martin Marks, Scotch Plains

A ‘Big Tent’ Party Is
Needed, Tolerant

At Least Santa is Safe
in Westfield

Not meant to be an editorial. I just
thought this was a great statement on the
parking issue [in Westfield]. Do with it
what you will.

I lived in Brooklyn for 32 years. Park-
ing was always an issue (triple parking
was not unusual). I laugh at Westfield’s
constant complaints. Westfield thinks they
have ticket problems? At least Santa is
safe, unlike this poor merry old soul in
Bay Ridge, Brooklyn (see the following
from The Brooklyn Eagle, November 30).

“Blitzen has been blitzed. An over-
zealous traffic agent engaged in a traffic
ticket spree on the launch of the Shop
Brooklyn holiday promotion, tickets one
of Santa Claus’s helpers on “Brooklyn
Friday” and bringing the spirit of the
Grinch who stole Christmas to Bay Ridge.

On the busiest shopping day of the
year, the Merchants of Third Avenue,
with Borough President Marty Markowitz,
made the most of the merry holiday sea-
son with a ‘Santa Claus Visits Third Av-
enue’ promotion, bringing the jolly old
elf onto the bustling avenue. They pro-
vided him with a horse-drawn wagon.
Reindeer and sleigh were out of the ques-
tion, without any snow.

Santa Claus, sitting on his white wicker
chair on the wagon, made stops along the
avenue at selected sites, giving out free
candy and toys to children who happily
lined up at those locations for their chance
to chat with the world’s greatest Christ-
mas promoter. At McLaughlin Funeral
Home at 97th Street, with Santa’s wagon
parked outside and merry children visit-
ing him with glee, an SUV that was part of
Santa’s entourage, carrying his helpers,
was approached by a city traffic agent
who began writing a ticket.

Shocked by the action, Rosalie Rance,
Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce’s vice
president of marketing and membership,
and others pleaded with the agent not to
issue the ticket. The gruff uniformed meter
maid was not persuaded, said observ-
ers.”

It seems that Santa can’t even escape
ticketing.

Michele Zahka
Westfield

Sheltie Dog Megan,
A Joy to Commuters
To all daily commuters using East

Broad St. in Westfield, many of you have
noticed a small sable sheltie dog Megan
Joy, whirling in circles as you drove by.
Lacking sheep in the area and she being a
herding breed, Megan practiced her herd-
ing skills on the cars passing by. It is with
deep sorrow that I inform you of the
passing of Megan Joy due to cancer on
October 7 of this year, three months be-
fore her 12th birthday.

As her dog Mom, I would like to in-
form you of her accomplishments. After
her training, she received her companion
dog certification, completed three agility
courses and was a certified therapy dog.
Her greatest achievement was being a
loyal, devoted and faithful companion to
me.

I hope she entertained you on your
daily commute. No one will miss her
more than I do — her human Mom and
companion.

Joan Cavanaugh
Westfield

Should County Freeholders Give
Themselves and Directors Raises?

Every December, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders give out raises to department
heads and, every few years, to themselves. Last year,
the freeholders had a change of heart and opted to
rescind raises that would have increased their sala-
ries modestly, by a combined $8,055 for all nine of
them.

Freeholders are part-time employees. They have
other full-time jobs, some with government agen-
cies. The freeholder chairman position pays $31,500;
the vice-chairman position pays $30,500, and the
other seven freeholder positions pay $29,500 each.
The total is $268,500, plus the cost of benefits and
the state pension fund.

All the past raises have been retroactive to the
previous January. So, this amounts to a Christmas
bonus, plus a raise for the coming year. Last year, the
nine department heads collectively received $32,717,
about $5,000 less than 2006. True, that really doesn’t
seem like a lot of money. Salaries range from $112,240
for the engineering and public works director to
$164,000 for the county manager. Raises ranged
from 3 to 6 percent.

In the past, the county has said the freeholders’
salaries were raised to fit more within the county’s
total population as it compares to New Jersey’s other
20 counties.

The Union County freeholders last had an salary
increase – $1,500 – in 2003. They were to have
received a non-retroactive $900 raise in 2008. A
county spokesman said as of Monday afternoon,
there were no raises on tonight’s freeholder agenda
or regular meetings. The freeholders also have two
meetings scheduled for December 18.

We hope they will again opt not to authorize
freeholders’ raises.

We do not have anything against the freeholders or
the county executives. We are concerned about the
nation’s economic turmoil and the impact on people
losing their jobs and their mortgages. To help deal
with these problems, we believe all salaries for
freeholders and department directors should be fro-
zen until further notice to show the taxpayers and
those suffering that the county is listening. Now, that
would be real leadership.

A frozen executive salary is one thing, but this
pales in comparison to what seems to be happening
to the “little guy.”

Also, we’re not singling out the county. This is a
local, statewide and national issue where priorities
of salaries and benefits paid for by taxpayers will
need to be examined from the top down – and
adjusted in the most socially conscious manner, and
to fall in line with the resources available.

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Pourridie – Any of various fungus

growths which decay the roots of vines
2. Requin – A shark
3. Miche – To hide or sneak
4. Treague – A truce

DELACRIMATION
1. Dehydration
2. Wateriness of the eyes
3. Yielding no milk
4. Dryness of the skin

TURPITUDE
1. Pertaining to overindulgence in any

activity
2. The act of defiling; corruption
3. Baseness; vileness
4. Agitation; violence

TEIL
1. The lime tree
2. A translucent quartz of leek-green

color
3. The powder of aloes
4. A green vegetable pigment

LANDLOPING
1. A footprint
2. A vagabond
3. A trap, snare
4. Cutting; especially with an ax or saw

Now Is the Time to Talk with
Your Mayors About Volunteering

If you’re thinking about volunteering in your
town government, now is the time to contact your
mayor and discuss your interests. For the most part,
the mayors make the appointments. All govern-
ments are reorganizing now through the end of the
year. Often, there are many rewarding opportuni-
ties to serve. You need to let them know. It’s best to
speak with your mayor in person, but using email
can be a good start.

Appointments vary in length of service, typically
from one to three years. Each year, terms expire and
the seats need to be filled. Just what is available and
who is serving on the committees can be learned
from the town clerk or town administrator.

Local government committees and commissions
are varied in their scope and the amount of work.
Some require just a little time and meet only a few
times per year. Others can become very involved,
such as planning and zoning boards. We suggest you
study the operations of the various committees that

may interest you to help match your interest with
your availability. Talk with existing committee mem-
bers and chairmen. They can help you learn what’s
involved.

Each town has opportunities to serve on commit-
tees such as (names vary from town to town): Traffic,
Communications, Board of Adjustment, Architec-
tural, Planning, Health, Recreation, Library, Com-
munity Development, Historic Preservation, Insur-
ance, Tree Preservation, Housing, Local Assistance,
Solid Waste, Transportation, Cultural and Heritage
and Business Development.

The strength of town governments is very much
determined by the involvement of its citizens and
service of volunteers. The mayors in our towns are
nice people and will be glad to talk with you. A few
of the mayors include Bob Viglianti of Mountainside,
Dennis McCarthy of Garwood, Andy Skibitsky of
Westfield, Colleen Mahr of Fanwood and Nancy
Malool (mayor-elect) of Scotch Plains.

To reach us, Email - editor@goleader.com For more information, see www.goleader.com/help


