
Page 2  Thursday, December 4, 2008 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

GW Council Proposes Health
Care Waiver Payments

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD — In an effort to cut
costs, Borough Council President and
Finance Committee Chairwoman
Kathleen Villaggio recommended
during the November 25 council meet-
ing that Garwood offer payments to
municipal employees who voluntar-
ily opt out of the borough’s health
insurance program.

“We’re looking for ways to save money
and this is one of the recommendations
that was made,” Ms. Villaggio said.

As part of the finance committee’s
recommendation, current municipal
employees who receive their health
benefits from the borough would re-
ceive annual payments of either
$2,800 for those with single coverage
or $6,000 for those in all other plans
for waiving their coverage. Ms.
Villaggio said these payments repre-
sent less than 50 percent of the
borough’s current expenditures on
health insurance for employees.

Resident Bruce Paterson said he
felt the payment amounts were high,
noting that the Garwood Board of
Education offers $4,000 to employ-
ees who waive health coverage and
the County of Union offers $5,000.
He asked the council to consider low-
ering the payments.

“I strongly urge you to make it
$4,000 or even $5,000 like the county,”
Mr. Paterson said.

Ms. Villaggio said the payment
plans could not be compared since
the school board and county may
have different health plans than the
borough. Councilman Keith Sluka
also said although the $6,000 pay-
ment may seem high, the borough
must keep in mind that many munici-
pal employees have spouses working
in the private sector whose compa-
nies are offering higher payments as
an incentive.

“You’re also competing against
private businesses where you’re about
$4,000 too short,” Mr. Sluka said.

The council will vote on a formal
resolution regarding the payments at
a later meeting and anticipates to
have the recommended changes in
place for January 1.

Also during the public comment
portion of the meeting, resident Peter
Principato addressed the council re-
garding a bill he received for medical
services. Mr. Principato said he re-
cently called 911 after his wife had a
heart attack. Although he said he was
thankful for the efforts to save his
wife’s life, he said an ambulance other
than the Garwood First Aid Squad
responded and he later received a bill

from the paramedics for over $2,000.
“I think it’s your obligation to notify

every senior in this town that this is likely
to happen to them,” Mr. Principato said.

Borough Attorney Robert Renaud ex-
plained that the Garwood First Aid Squad
provides basic life support and that if a
person requires advanced life support,
paramedics respond to provide a higher
level of care. He also said that if Mr.
Principato submitted his bill to Medicare,
they would handle the payment.

“Medicare will pay what it pays and
then they will reduce the bill,” Mr.
Renaud said. “They can’t charge you
more than what Medicare will allow.”

In other business, the council passed
four ordinances. Two were bonding
ordinances for road projects includ-
ing curbing on sections of Willow
and Myrtle Avenue, road construc-
tion on Second, Willow and Myrtle
Avenues and drainage on New Street.
The council also approved a $400 fee
for certificates of non-conformity and
a restricted parking zone in front of
248 Myrtle Avenue.

Weiner-Lesniak Reappointed
RVSA Counsel; Budget OK’d

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority (RVSA) board
has voted to reappoint Weiner,
Lesniak LLP of Parsippany as coun-
sel after a vote to replace them with a
Newark firm fell short.

While normally the board’s com-
mittees make a recommendation for
a particular provider and the board’s
vote simply approves the
committee’s recommendation, the
contract for legal services at the
November 25 meeting saw a vote to
replace Weiner, Lesniak with
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney and
Carpenter LLP of Newark. The vote
failed by a 7-4 tally.

The yes votes came from Richard
LoForte of Kenilworth, Clark Landale
of Mountainside, Joan Papen of
Scotch Plains and Maria Abram of
Springfield. Voting against hiring the
new firm were Allen Chin of
Westfield, Charles Lombardo of
Garwood, Robert Luban of
Woodbridge, Frank Mazzarella of
Clark, James Murphy of Cranford,
Paul Sefranka of Rahway, and Attilio
Centuro of Roselle Park.

The board then voted, 8-3, to reap-
point Weiner, Lesniak LLP. Voting in
favor of the contract were representa-
tives from Westfield, Kenilworth,
Garwood, Woodbridge, Clark,
Cranford and Rahway, while
Mountainside, Roselle Park and
Springfield voted against retaining
the firm.

Mr. Centuro voted against both
firms as he was supporting a third
firm, Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith and
Davis, which was RVSA counsel from
1987 to 1996.

Several members of the board and
officials declined to comment on the
action.

Documents, which showed both
bids and past expenses for legal ser-
vices, were made available. The bid
from McElroy, Deutsch required no
retainer and showed a $175 hourly
rate for services, while Weiner,
Lesniak’s bid had an $8,800 retainer
and used a two-tiered hourly cost,
charging $175 for partners and $145
for associates.

Historical data on legal costs
shared, divides the period from 1987
though now into four periods with

different general counsels. During
that time, hourly legal charges have
risen from $150 to the current part-
ner rate of $175, a rise of less than 17
per cent. At the same time, average
annual costs of counsel rose from a
bit shy of $77,000 to just over
$479,000. Dividing these numbers
by hourly rates shows a rise in billed
hours from about 512 to 2,737 annu-
ally.

In other business, the RVSA ap-
proved a $26,521,000 budget for next
year representing a slight reduction
over the 2008 budget. Also, the RVSA
approved its 2009 appointments for
professional services and several other
contracts including one for $1.25
million for construction of a chemi-
cal disinfection system for portions
of the facility.

RVSA officials said they foresee
$28,521,000 of spending in 2009 ver-
sus revenue of $26,521,000 and utili-
zation of $2 million of unreserved
retained earnings, mostly the result
of energy savings due to the delayed
startup of some new parts of the facil-
ity.

Commenting on the budget, both
RVSA Executive Director Michael
Brinker and Secretary-Treasurer Rob-
ert Materna said the authority’s 2009
operating expense budget at $15.4
million is $75,000 less than 2008’s
budget.

Mr. Materna told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that the total RVSA
budget has grown from $25 million to
$28.5 million, the bulk of the in-
crease of which comes from debt
service on the court-mandated ex-
pansion of the sewerage treatment
facility.

Officials said the authority faces a
rise of $2.86 million in debt service
costs from $10.3 million to $13.1
million. More apparent to most area
residents will be the effect of the
change in assessments to member
municipalities, who will see their
cost of service rise from $19 million
to $26.1 million.

 This year’s RVSA budget saw
$6 million used to offset assess-
ments, while next year’s budget
has just $2 million available for
this purpose, officials said. The
budget must now be approved by
the state.

HISTORIC EXHIBIT…Senate Republican Leader Tom Kean, Jr. speaks at the
unveiling of the exhibit, “Oh Freedom! Blacks on the Battlefront and in the
Aftermath of the American Revolutionary War in New Jersey,” at the State
Museum in Trenton. The display, on exhibit until December 31, is the result of five
years of research. For more information, see njparksandforests.org.

DEP Says Fed Funds to Be
Used for Recreation Trails

TRENTON – The New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental Protec-
tion has announced that $1.7 million
in federal grant money is available
for maintaining and improving recre-
ational trails throughout the state.

The funds are to improve public
access to the state’s expanding net-
work of trails, enhance environmen-
tal resources, create urban and subur-
ban corridors, and provide additional
hiking, biking and horseback-riding
opportunities. The DEP will award
approximately $1 million in com-
petitive grants for groups that main-
tain, develop and operate trails. Re-
cipients are required to provide a 20-
percent matching share for each
project. In 2008, 44 trail projects re-
ceived $746,739 in funding from the
Federal Highway Administration’s
Recreational Trails Program.

Those approved projects include a
$25,000 grant to Millstone Township
to develop a multi-use trail system
that links public open space within
the township. Also, the Ocean County
Department of Planning will use
$9,050 to purchase and install inter-
pretive signs along completed sec-
tions of the proposed 15.6-mile
Barnegat Branch Trail. Using a
$13,007 grant, the DEP’s Division of
Fish and Wildlife partnered with Natu-
ral Lands Trust, Inc. and Watchable
Wildlife, Inc. to develop a series of
interconnected water trails through
Egg Island Wildlife Management

Area and the Glades Wildlife Refuge.
The National Park Service was

awarded $13,700 to maintain and up-
grade several trails within the Dela-
ware Water Gap National Recreation
Area. The East Coast Greenway Alli-
ance is using $25,000 to work with
Hudson, Essex, Union and Middlesex
counties to install informational
kiosks along New Jersey’s section of
the multi-state East Coast Greenway.

Government agencies and nonprofit
organizations have until December
15 to apply for the 2009 funding.

Among the approved 2008 recre-
ational trail projects are $20,100 for
the Eagle Rock Reservation trails
Project and $25,000 for a Kiosks for
the East Coast Greenway Alliance in
Essex, Hudson, Middlesex and Union
Counties and $24,700 for trail guides
for the New Jersey State Park Service
for Hudson, Middlesex, Monmouth
and Ocean Counties.
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n Your Mansion” 

“The Best Kept Secret”
 in New Jersey.

Specializing in
weddings, birthday parties,

anniversaries, holiday parties
and fundraisers.

MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!

www.jameswardmansion.com

THE JAMES WARD MANSION      

Post Office Automates
For Holiday Season

WESTFIELD – Automated Postal
Centers (APCs), such as at the
Westfield Post Office, will meet most
of the shipping needs throughout the
year as well as the holiday season.

“The APC provides quick, easy,
and convenient access to postal ser-
vices,” said Westfield Postmaster
George Caswell. “Just as an ATM is a
virtual stand-alone bank, the APC is a
virtual stand-alone Post Office. But
unlike the ATM, there’s no transac-
tion fee. And with its easy access, you
can avoid the lines for the window
counter.”

APCs provide access to postal ser-
vices 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. Transactions may be conducted
in English or Spanish. Using a credit
or debit card, a customer can ship
holiday packages weighing up to 70
pounds. In addition to having a built-
in electronic scale, the APC allows
customers to calculate and obtain
postage in any amount for Express
Mail, Priority Mail, First-Class Mail
and Parcel Post. APCs also provide
mailing information, including a zip
code lookup feature.

“We know your time is important,”
Mr. Caswell said, “especially during
the holiday rush. The convenience of
the APC will make mailing this sea-
son much easier.”

For more information, contact Mr.
Caswell by e-mail at
george.j.caswell@ usps.gov.
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229 Charles Street, Westfield, New Jersey 07090 

Tel: 908.389.0222 Email: DoctorMerriman@aol.com 

 

DE AR DR.  ME RRI M AN : I am 5 months pregnant and it's 

been 6 months since my last check up at my dentist's 

office.  Should I make an appointment now or after the 

birth?  Linda M. 

DE AR LIND A:   Now. Your second trimester is the ideal time to do any 

necessary dental procedures. Your preventive care is very important during 

this time for you and the baby!  Periodontal disease has been linked to low 

birth weight in babies, and hormones released during pregnancy can cause 

an exaggerated response to bacteria in your mouth resulting in irritation and 

bleeding of the gums. Also, it can be uncomfortable to be in a reclining 

position for a dental visit during the last few weeks of your pregnancy. Last 

of all, once the baby comes, it may be a while before you can get out for 

appointments.  Congratulations and enjoy this wonderful time! 

TRUST – A family business 
built on reputation.

QUALITY – The finest materials 
create a superior Mattress,
manufactured locally.

FULL SERVICE – Delivered 
from our showroom to your 
home, including custom sizes &
firmness.

VALUE – Quality & Luxury, we 
invest in our product, not the hype. 
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From Our Family 
to Yours

“We Wish You Comfort & Joy 
This Holiday Season”Drop Box Location

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Borough Tree Lighting
Set For This Saturday
GARWOOD – Area residents are

invited to attend the Borough of
Garwood tree lighting this Saturday,
December 6, at 5:30 p.m. outside Bor-
ough Hall, located at 403 South Av-
enue. The rain date for this event is
Sunday, December 7, at the same time.

Free pictures with Santa will be
available, which may be picked up at
Walgreens in Cranford. Additionally,
Girl Scouts will sing, with music pro-
vided by Michael Anthony Entertain-
ment. Dunkin Donuts will provide
hot cocoa and doughnuts.


