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SPF BOE Hears Plan
For Preschool Expansion
By JESSICA E. JASKULA

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Board of Education (BOE)
members received information at their
November 25 meeting on a plan to
expand the district’s preschool pro-
gram.

Elementary Supervisor of Special
Education Suzanne Flannery and Su-
pervisor of Specialized Programs of
Study Hope Swarts said the goal of
the expansion plan for the district’s
preschool program is to enroll “90
percent eligible at-risk 3- and 4-year-
old preschoolers by 2013-2014.”

Ms. Swarts said that the full-day
preschool classes would be comprised
of five tuition-paying students, five
preschool disabilities students and
five at-risk students. This, she said,
would help the district meet the state
target of 46 percent for inclusive
placements.

The plan, Ms. Swarts said, includes
using existing staff, with two teach-
ers from the current Jump Start pro-
gram moving to full-day programs.
One preschool disabilities teacher
would be moved to Jump Start for
two half-day sessions.

The highlights of the program, Ms.
Swarts said, would be smoother tran-
sitions, and the fact that the environ-
ment would allow the students to
engage in more focused and complex
projects. Additionally, students would
have more “choice time” each day
and the program would encourage
conversation skills, as well as table
manners during meals.

Elaborating for The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, Ms. Flannery said
the full-day routine would “include
snack time and a ‘family-style’ meal,
which would promote sharing, in-
crease communication and provide
numerous opportunities for develop-
ing social skills.”

Ms. Flannery told The Times she
believed a benefit of the full-day
classes would be that “teachers would
have more time to cover the curricu-
lum resulting in a more meaningful
experience and greater growth for
students.”

Additionally, she said, “students
would be integrated with peers with
disabilities, providing them with op-
portunities to understand and accept
others with special needs.”

Ms. Swarts said the program would
be open to any classified student eli-
gible for free or reduced-cost lunch
who will be 4 by October 1, 2009. She
added that if other vacancies occur,
classified students, who will also be 4
by October 1, 2009, that demonstrate
a need and show that they would

benefit from a full-day program with
such supports and services, can be
chosen through the Individualized
Education Program (IEP) process.

“Our district is planning to begin
this process in the 2009-2010
school year by implementing two full
-day programs for at-risk (defined as
those children eligible for free and
reduced-cost lunch) four-year-old
preschoolers. Within these classes
there will be other students enrolled,”
Ms. Swarts told The Times. “In future
years, we will add additional full-day
classes and enroll 3-year-old at-risk
students.”

In other business, board officials
voted Tuesday to accept the audit
given by Nisivoccia and Co., LLP in
the 2007-2008 Auditor’s Management
Report, as well as the Corrective Ac-
tion Plan, in which the district was
given five recommendations.

Board Vice President Sasha Slocum
praised the outcome of the audit and
said that it reaffirms, “as audits have
said in the past,” that “our district is
fiscally sound.”

Facilities committee chairman Rob
O’Connor said that the committee
would be meeting in December with
the sub-committee of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School parents to dis-
cuss possible improvements and find-
ings at the high school. In addition, Mr.
O’Connor said at the most recent meet-
ing of the facilities committee the group
discussed the “Go Green” initiative and
will be meeting with an engineer next
month to discuss options.

Business Administrator Anthony
Del Sordi added that the group pin-
pointed “facility improvements,”
“conservation” and “behavior modi-
fication” as three specific areas that
would need to be looked into to make
the district’s schools more energy
efficient or “green” An example of
behavior modification, he said, would
be turning off lights.

Also during the meeting, board of-
ficials approved the private vendor
Play Time Therapeutics, LLC for over-
time and part-time nursing services.

BOE members also voted Tuesday
to approve a contract for 2008-2009
with the Bridgewater-Raritan Board
of Education for eight teachers to
continue participation in the Reading
Recovery Training Program.

During the “Good of the Order”
portion of the meeting, Superinten-
dent of School Margaret Hayes said
the district is “moving along nicely”
with its Strategic Planning effort.

The BOE will meet on Thursday,
December 11, for an open agenda meet-
ing and again on Thursday, December
18, for a regular public meeting.

Ingrid McKinley for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A LANDMARK IN FANWOOD...An employee at the now defunct Chippery on
South Avenue in Fanwood is shown serving fish and chips to a customer in a photo
published in The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on March 23, 2000. The business
suddenly shut down last month, surprising officials and residents alike.

Closing of The Chippery
Leaves Many Questions

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — The abrupt closing
of popular Fanwood restaurant The
Seafarer Chippery left many fans of
the eatery’s battered fish and fried
chips hungry for information.

The restaurant shut its doors more
than a month ago, and recently a “for
sale” sign appeared in the building’s
main window facing South Avenue.
The property and building are listed
with Executive Business Brokers, a
real estate firm in Union.

Long-time Fanwood resident and
member of the borough’s historic
preservation committee Joe Nagy said
the Chippery had stood at the site
since at least the early 1970s. The
earliest reference to the restaurant as
“The Chippery” found in the
borough’s construction documents
was in 1970.

“I think the fact that [The Chippery]
was there so long is a testament to the
fact that it was obviously well run and
appealed to the customers and that
usually verifies that a business was
managed well,” Mr. Nagy said.

Mayor Colleen Mahr has fond
memories of the restaurant, noting
that she is a distant relative through
marriage to the Cianciulli family, who
are listed as the owners of the prop-
erty with the borough’s tax office.
Ms. Mahr said the restaurant was
once part of a chain, and that she
remembers close to a dozen through-
out the Union County area.

“My family worked there and I’ve
been eating at The Chippery as long
as I can remember,” Ms. Mahr said.
“It was a unique, family-owned op-

eration that people came [to] from all
over, especially during Lent.”

Ms. Mahr said she believed that the
Cianciullis’ niece was currently run-
ning the restaurant. Construction
records and Internet research list
Catherine O’Brien of Scotch Plains
as the owner of Chippery Systems
Inc., which shared an address with
Cianciulli Family LLC, the property’s
owner.

Calls to Ms. O’Brien by The Times
were not returned. Both the phone
numbers for the restaurant and
Chippery Systems Inc. have been dis-
connected and the restaurant’s website
has been deactivated. The owners of
the property were also contacted
through their real estate agent but
were unavailable for comment at press
time.

Borough Zoning Official David
Blechinger said the land currently is
in a residential zone, but since its use
as a restaurant predates the borough’s
zoning laws, the structure is consid-
ered a “legal pre-existing non-con-
forming use.” Mr. Blechinger said the
property was the home of a luncheon-
ette dating back to the 1930s. Con-
struction documents available at Bor-
ough Hall included a picture of an
establishment known as Ro Ro’s Lun-
cheonette at the site.

The next owner of the property
could maintain it as a restaurant, but
would need to seek the approval of
the zoning board if they wished to
increase the size of the structure.

“So a new restaurant could come
in, they could fix it up, but they
couldn’t make it any larger,” Mr.

David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TOUGH POWDER PUFF QUARTERBACK…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School junior Kim Wenson completed
numerous passes, including a touchdown pass to Morgan Burke, and had an interception in the third annual Powder Puff
football game November 29, sponsored by DECA. The seniors won in overtime, 20-13. See story of the game on page 11.

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
VIEWPOINTS…Fanwood resident Joe Nagy speaks at the podium about devel-
opment during the council meeting Tuesday night. Pictured, from left to right at
the dais, are: Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilman David Valian, Councilwomen
Katherine Mitchell and Donna Dolce, Borough Attorney Dennis Estis and Bor-
ough Engineer Joseph Pryor.

FW Redevelopment Plan to Allow
For More Mixed-Use Developments

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council on
Tuesday night discussed plans to
amend the blueprint for redeveloping
Fanwood’s downtown business dis-
trict.

The amended plan was originally
proposed and discussed in significant
detail over the summer, but the mea-
sure was “tabled” to allow the gov-
erning body to hold a series of meet-
ings on the municipal budget.

Mayor Mahr said Tuesday night’s
special meeting was intended “to re-
fresh peoples’ memory before we have

a vote.”
The vote had been planned for the

meeting, but procedural requirements
led the governing body to push the
planned vote to its Tuesday, Decem-
ber 9, regular monthly meeting.

“We need to act [on the measure]
before the end of the year, or it just
goes away,” Mayor Mahr said.

During the discussion, the
borough’s redevelopment consultant,
Stan Slachetka, said the amended plan
“provides for fundamental comple-
tion of the improvements originally
visualized” for Fanwood’s downtown
district.

Among other things, Mr. Slachetka

said the plan would allow for a “greater
opportunity for mixed-use develop-
ment in the remainder of the redevel-
opment area.”

He also said “comments” from the
planning board are now incorporated
into the plan, along with an increase
in the building coverage limit from
75 to 80 percent and a requirement
that 25 percent of ground floor space
in the redevelopment area be desig-
nated for office space.

Several questions were raised per-
taining to parking issues.

Councilman Anthony Parenti asked
whether there is a scale model to
illustrate how the borough will pro-
vide for parking behind the buildings
fronting South and Martine Avenues.

Mr. Slachetka said that level of
detail would not be available at the
“concept plan” stage, but would be
prepared “when specific [redevelop-
ment] projects are proposed.”

“Our focus has always been to en-
sure that there is sufficient parking
for our redevelopment needs,” Mayor
Mahr said.

During the special meeting’s pub-
lic comment portion, resident Joe
Nagy asked about the dimensions of
a pedestrian crosswalk to connect
LaGrande and South Avenues and an
alley for vehicles, as well as how the
parking will be laid out.

“You are going to have great diffi-
culty getting this [parking] concept
realized; I’ve walked this many times,”
Mr. Nagy said.

Mr. Slachetka responded that he is
“fully confident” in how the redevel-
opment plan addresses projected park-
ing needs at the concept stage.

During its agenda meeting, the gov-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Deer Census to Be Conducted
In SP Residential Neighborhoods

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – The township
council wants to have a deer census
conducted in a handful of neighbor-
hoods in Scotch Plains beyond the
Ashbrook and Watchung Reserva-
tions out of concern that deer are
increasingly wandering into residen-
tial neighborhoods.

At the council’s conference meet-
ing on Tuesday, Township Manager
Michael Capabianco said Wildlife
Management Services, a private firm
that has conducted a deer reduction
program in the county-owned
Ashbrook Reservation the past three
winters that removed 345 deer, had
submitted a $2,200 proposal for a
deer census in several heavily-wooded
neighborhoods to see if further cull-
ing of the herd is needed.

At its regular meeting next week,
the council is expected to approve a
resolution backing the new census,
which will occur along Morse Av-
enue, Jerusalem Road, the Rahway
Road/Cooper Road neighborhood, the
Terrill Road/Cushing Road/Coolidge
Street neighborhood and around the
Willow Grove Swim Club, among
others.

Mayor Martin Marks cautioned that
no actual deer reduction activities are
planned in any of the affected neigh-
borhoods. “This is only a census,” he
said. But he said such a count was
needed to see if further efforts are
needed.

The mayor said he has noticed fewer
deer in his own neighborhood, which
abuts the Ashbrook Reservation, in
more recent years. But Council-
woman Paulette Coronato said she
has noticed that Parker Greenhouses
on Terrill Road, as well as some resi-
dents in that area, have erected deer
fencing in an effort to keep deer off
their properties.

The mayor said he also wants Union
County to conduct its own census
within the Ashbrook Reservation to
see how the three-year reduction ef-
fort has worked. The Ashbrook deer
reduction program was intended to
reduce the herd from 120 per square
mile to a recommended 20 per square
mile. “I’d be very curious to see what
the census is in Ashbrook,” he said.

In other business, Mr. Capabianco
reported that Recreation Commission
Chairman Ed Zazzali plans to step

down from the post he has held for the
past 11 years. He asked that residents
interested in volunteering for the com-
mission should visit the township’s
website at scotchplainsnj.com.

At its meeting next week, the coun-
cil is expected to approve an agree-
ment with Enforsys for the installa-
tion and implementation of a new
computerized police dispatch and
records management system. Most
of the $83,900 price tag will be fi-
nanced with a $74,824 U.S. Justice
Department grant, according to Mr.
Capabianco.

The council plans a full schedule of
meetings to wind up the year, with
regular meetings set for next Tuesday
and for December 23 and a confer-
ence meeting on December 16.

Police Officer Charged
With Stealing From PBA

PLAINFIELD — A Plainfield po-
lice officer was charged on Monday
with one count of third-degree theft
after he allegedly stole several thou-
sand dollars from the local
Policeman’s Benevolent Association
(PBA), according to Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

 For the last year, Richard D. Brown,
Jr., 52, was the treasurer of the local
PBA in Plainfield, where he has served
as an officer for nearly 25 years. An
investigation revealed that between
June 11 and November 12 of this
year, “Brown wrote checks to him-
self from the PBA account and treated
the funds as his own,” Mr. Romankow
said.

During an audit last month, other
members of the PBA noticed financial
discrepancies and reported their find-
ings to the prosecutor’s office. Brown
has been suspended from the depart-
ment and is scheduled to make his first
appearance before State Superior
Court Judge Joan Robinson Gross on
Friday, December 12, according to a
prosecutor’s spokesman.

IT’S A WONDERFUL ‘LIFE’…Students from the Union County Magnet High
School (MHS) and the Union County Academy for Allied Health Sciences
received an award from the American Cancer Society (ACS) for achieving the
highest per capita amount of any high school in the 2008 Relay for Life fundraiser.
The students raised $80,000 for cancer research. Pictured, from left to right, are:
Deirdre McGuinness of ACS, MHS students Jean Ruggiero of Mountainside and
Jessica Feldman of Scotch Plains, Union County Vocational-Technical Board of
Education President Charles Mancuso, MHS students Dylan L. of Kenilworth
and Eliann Shadmi of Scotch Plains, Community Service Club advisor Debra
LeBrun and MHS Principal Gwen Seneschal.

Always Remember: Pearl Harbor, December 7


