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1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

County May Review Impact
Of Muhlenberg’s Closing

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — At the suggestion
of a county resident, the Union County
freeholders may have the Office of
Emergency Management (OEM) re-
view the impact of Muhlenberg Re-
gional Medical Center’s closing on
local rescue squads.

Nancy Piowar of Plainfield said
area rescue squads such as Plainfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Westfield
are struggling with extended ambu-
lance trips due to the closing of the
hospital. She said, in particular, the
Plainfield squad “is having a rough
time” financially.

“These [four] squads are really
hurting because of the [added] travel
distance,” Ms. Piowar said. “They
really are in desperate straits.”

She told the board she feared “a lot
of people are going to die because of
the situation.”

Freeholder Rayland Van Blake, a
Plainfield resident, said the board
would “support anything that might
be out there” to address the closing of
Muhlenberg.

“We should leave no stone
unturned,” he said.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan suggested
the OEM would be the best resource
in the county to look into the impact
hospital closings is having on mu-
nicipal rescue squads.

“I don’t know what can be done,”
he said. “Perhaps there is a way we
can assist these squads.”

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident, said she felt the
county has “not done enough to help,”
adding that she attended the Trenton
hearing on Solaris Health Care
System’s application to close the hos-
pital.

“We will try to do more. I think it is
a terrible situation and has repercus-
sions for all,” Ms. Kowalski said.

In other business, additional park-
ing areas have been secured for
Musicfest ’08 on Friday and Satur-
day, September 5 and 6, at Nomahegan
Park in Cranford.

Carolyn Sullivan of the county’s
Office of Cultural Affairs, told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that some
1,500 parking spaces will available at
Schering-Plough and David Brearly
High School in Kenilworth, Echo
Lake Park on the Mountainside/
Westfield border, AMC Theater in
Mountainside and at the Cranford
Train Station.

Free parking and shuttle service
will be available at each location to
and from the concert venue for the
two-day event.

Ms. Sullivan also said the county
has agreements with the Cranford
and Kenilworth Police Departments
to help with security at the event,
along with the county police and the
OEM.

On another matter, Freeholder Rick
Proctor noted the capture of a fugitive
who was arrested while visiting an
inmate at the Union County jail. He
said there are plans to install Info-
Cop at the county jail, a system used
to quickly scan visitors’ driver’s li-
censes. Public safety officials have
said the new system was aimed at
stopping inmates, particularly gang
members, from sending messages to

inmates in other jails.
“This is sort of a preview of what

we can expect from InfoCop,” Mr.
Proctor said.

According to the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office, Rafael M. Velez,
24, was a wanted member of the Latin
Kings street gang when he was ar-
rested August 19 by members of the
Union County Sheriff’s Department
after he presented deputies with a
valid ID at the visitor’s entrance for
the jail. A background check revealed
he was wanted in connection with
other gang arrests by county authori-
ties for an alleged street-level narcot-
ics operation.

During the public portion of the
August 21 meeting, Bruce Paterson
of Garwood questioned whether the
county was giving money to itself by
approving contracts with the Union
County Alliance and the Union
County Arts Center.

County Manager George Devanney
said neither of the groups are part of
county government.

“The Union County Alliance is not
part of the county. It never has been,”
Mr. Devanney said.

Tina Renna of Cranford, president
of the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, said the Alliance sends out
publications annually around the time
of the primary and general elections.

Freeholder Angel Estrada disagreed
with Ms. Renna’s statement, saying,
“I got mine after the election.”

Lance Cook of Westfield, follow-
ing up on his own and Mrs. Renna’s
previous questions to the board, said
the freeholders should respond as to
whether county employees with the
same last names of freeholders are
related to members of the nine-mem-
ber board.

He questioned whether it was true
the county’s jail director, Brian
Riordan, commutes to work from
Atlantic County in a county-issued
SUV, and if so, why he receives a “gas
guzzler” as his vehicle.

Mr. Estrada said the board has been
working to have more of its county
fleet of vehicles switched to hybrid
ones that are more economical on
gasoline usage.

In discussing the county budget
process, Mr. Cook questioned “how
sincere you (freeholders) are about
cutting taxes.” He said he was “led to
believe” that most of the budget is
“done” prior to the board’s budget
hearings.

September  2008 Events 

at the Westfield Memorial Library
Library Hours: Monday—Thursday 9:30 AM to 9:00 PM 

Friday 9:30 AM to 5:00 PM  Saturday 10:00 AM to 1:00 PM (last day 8/31/08) 
Saturday 10 AM to 5:00 PM (as of 9/6/08) 

Closed Sundays (last day 9/14/08)  
Sundays 10 am to 1 pm (as of 9/21/08) 

Restrictions regarding pre-registration or age may apply to some programs.  
550 East Broad Street, Westfield, NJ 07090    908-789-4090   www.wmlnj.org 

September   8 
September 10 
September 10 
September 12 
September 18 
September 19 
September 20 
September 23 
September 23 
September 26 

7:00 pm 
10:00 am 
 7:00 pm 
 1:30 pm 
 7:00 pm 
 1:30 pm 
 7:00 pm 
10:00 am 
10:30 am 
 1:30 pm 

Computer Class:  Microsoft Word for Beginners 
Computer Class:  Genealogy on the Internet 
Lecture-Highlights of the Newark Museum 
TGIF!  Shirley Temple 
Computer Class:  Adv. Microsoft Word w/Graphics 
TGIF!  F. Scott Fitzgerald 
An Evening with Best Selling Author Brad Meltzer 
Computer Class:  Setting up an Email Account  
Computer Class:  Email Basics 
TGIF!  Classic Movie: “The Fabulous Dorseys” 

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS 

ADULT PROGRAMS 

September 22 
September 23 
September 24 
September 24 
September 25 
September 26 
September 26 
September 29 
September 30 

10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 
10:00 am 
 3:45 pm 
10:00 am 
10:00 am
 3:45 pm 
10:00 am 
 1:30 pm 

Toddler Time 
Preschool Storytime 
Preschool Storytime 
Readers’ Theatre 
Babies Love Lapsit 
Tots Storytime 
Big Kids’ Storytime 
Toddler Time 
Preschool Storytime 

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Of the many things we’ve heard
from friends, colleagues and others
about Tom Atkins the past few weeks
— in advance of his retirement this
week after 28 years as municipal
manager in Scotch Plains — one com-
ment in particular caught our atten-
tion: Mr. Atkins, it was said, brought
to his job as municipal manager “a
realization that being an effective
administrator required not just a mas-
tery of the technicalities of municipal
management but an intuitive under-
standing and appreciation of the
unique character of the town which
he served.”

Mastering those details was evi-
dent after every local election that
resulted in new people joining the
governing body. It was Mr. Atkins
who guided the new members through
the complicated thicket known as
municipal budgeting; explaining not
only the line-by-line appropriations
being considered but also how mu-
nicipal revenues are raised and esti-
mated — and how state and federal
regulations and mandates figured into
these calculations and decisions —
and why it was important for council
members to look not just at the cur-
rent budget year but several years
down the road in making decisions
about municipal finance. Most new
members unfamiliar with the com-
plexities of local budgeting listened
to Mr. Atkins, with his three decades
of experience. Some didn’t. But his
tutelage and caution, combined with
the respect he earned over the past
three decades, meant that municipal
tax increases in Scotch Plains have
been among the lowest in Union
County over the past dozen-plus years.

In talking with some of his col-
leagues, past and present, in recent
weeks, it seems that one thing about
Mr. Atkins remains an enigma — and
this, too, is a credit to the way he
performed his job. No one, it seems,
has been able to make an educated
guess at Mr. Atkins’ own political
leanings. He has publicly and loudly
criticized Democratic and Republi-

‘08 Garwood Fourth
Quarter Tax Bills to
Reflect Added Aid

Garwood property tax bills will be
adjusted in the fourth quarter to re-
flect extraordinary aid received from
the state. Third quarter bills, which
were due earlier this month, were
higher as the borough had not re-
ceived word on whether its applica-
tion had been approved by the state.

can governors and legislators and, in
rare moments, praised both parties
when he felt they did something that
was beneficial to municipalities in
New Jersey.

That’s why it was unfortunate that
Mr. Atkins found himself and his
office politicized at times over the
past two years. He has served both
Republican and Democratic coun-
cils, and until recently not a negative
word was heard about him or his
performance. Indeed, when the
Democrats won control of the coun-
cil for 1999, there were reportedly
some behind-the-scenes moves afoot
to replace Mr. Atkins but the newly-
elected council Democrats stood
behind the manager. There were simi-
lar short-sighted threats heard two
years ago during the 2006 municipal
campaign.

Mr. Atkins, born and raised in
Scotch Plains, long ago earned a repu-
tation for his encyclopedic knowl-
edge of the town and for his memory
for details of what month and year a
particular street was last resurfaced
or what the interest rate was on a bond
from 20 years or which township
council member was celebrating a
birthday next week or who lived at
what street address, and who lived
there before them. He was a rarity in
his field — someone managing the
town in which he grew up, and that
distinction certainly helped Mr. Atkins
better serve township residents.

Now, about those words of praise
for Mr. Atkins that we earlier said had
grabbed our attention. The reason
they caught our eye is that they were
from an editorial in the May 22, 1980
edition of the Metuchen-Edison Re-
view commenting on Mr. Atkins’ im-
pending departure as Metuchen bor-
ough manager in order to come to
Scotch Plains. The closing sentence
in its editorial from more than 28
years ago was quite prescient. “Scotch
Plains,” it stated, “you have made a
good choice” in hiring Tom Atkins as
municipal manager. And that news-
paper was right.

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

Fred Rossi, Westfield Leader/The Times

Scotch Plains Talk

Scotch Plains; Fortunate
To Have Atkins For 28 Years

RVSA Odor Control System
Could Cost $7 Million More

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY — The Rahway Valley
Sewerage Authority’s (RVSA) board
revealed that a postponed chemical
feed system needed for odor control
could cost about $7 million more
than anticipated. Completion of the
system could delay finishing the co-
generation plant and sludge drying
facility, part of the $187 million up-
grade of the authority’s wastewater
treatment facility, until early 2010.

A decision was also made last week
by the RVSA to pursue action in the
appeals court to try to resolve some
permit issues, and to make a right-of-
way payment.

The chemical feed system injects
chemicals to control both odor and
foam into the headworks and sludge
thickener portions of the plant, ex-
plained Manny Parada, of Consoli-
dated Construction Management Ser-
vices, the construction manager of
the project. A decision made in 2006
eliminated construction of a tunnel,
resulting in a savings of $1 million
and providing the authority with
greater flexibility in locating other
components during the construction.

Four tanks removed from the facil-
ity were intended to be reused, but on
inspection, it was discovered that their
condition was “sufficiently deterio-
rated” to require replacement, stated
Michael Brinker, RVSA executive di-
rector. Lead time for replacement
tanks is estimated at 22 weeks, and
until revised plans for this process are
finalized, the orders cannot be placed.

Facing a charge of over $5.9 mil-

lion for the work on the chemical feed
system (which is included in the $7
million estimate), which Mr. Brinker
described as a tactic by the contractor
to complete his contract, the author-
ity is likely to put the chemical feed
portion of the contract out to bid
separately. Mr. Brinker said he ex-
pected the cost of the job could be
performed for substantially less
money.

Additionally, the authority has de-
cided to pursue appellate relief in
their appeal of the NJPDES (New
Jersey Pollutant Discharge Elimina-
tion System) permit application. Fac-
ing what Brian Hak of Weiner,
Lesniak, the authority’s counsel, de-
scribed as “an unresponsive adver-
sary and an unresponsive judge,” the
board felt the need to resort to the
appellate process to finalize details
an emergency bypass and required
loading limits, which had been agreed
to last fall via an agreement in prin-
ciple. The process had been stopped
by a June request for sanctions made
by the RVSA.

The RVSA announced it reached
an agreement to make a payment to a
Clark homeowner in order to protect
a right-of-way, which the homeowner
wanted to encroach on with a garage.
Two other right-of-way issues are
currently under discussion, one in-
volving the Breathless Go-Go Bar in
Rahway and the other involving Bank
of America in Cranford. RVSA offi-
cials said the authority must maintain
the right-of-ways to ensure access to
the main trunk line of the waste sewer
system.

Kenilworth His. Society
To Hold Garage Sale
KENILWORTH – More than 100

homes will be participating in the Com-
munitywide Garage Sale in Kenilworth
on September 6 and September 7. This
event, sponsored by the Kenilworth
Historical Society, will take place rain
or shine between the hours of 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. each day.

The addresses of registered partici-
pating residences are included in a
Kenilworth Communitywide Garage
Sale map/listing that will be available
in quantity, free of charge, at the
Kenilworth A&P (801 Boulevard),
the Kenilworth Public Library (548
Boulevard), the Borough Clerk’s Of-
fice (567 Boulevard) and Especially
Yours Florist (13 North 20th Street)
from September 2 through the week-
end of the garage sale.

The Kenilworth Historical Society
is sponsoring the sale as a service to
the community. Any proceeds after
permit fees, advertising and other re-
lated costs are paid will benefit the
society’s project to restore the local
19th-century Oswald J. Nitschke
House and transform it into
Kenilworth’s first “living history”
museum and cultural arts center.

A garage sale at 716 Vernon Av-
enue, one of the participating resi-
dences, is being held for the benefit of
the Nitschke House restoration
project. For information, call (908)
709-0434 or (908) 709-0391.

Garage in Historic Area OK’d
To Exceed Maximum Height

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — During the July
Westfield Board of Adjustment meet-
ing, the board approved an owner to
build a garage higher than the 15-foot
maximum stated in the municipal land
use law.

Wallace and Linda Parker of 243
Kimball Avenue live in the only des-
ignated historic district in Westfield.
This means they must have all mate-
rials and building plans approved by
the Westfield Historic Preservation
Commission.

In accordance with historic design,
garages in the neighborhood were
taller and had a particular roof pitch
that only a higher structure would
permit. The Parkers proposed a height
of 18.6 feet.

William Heinbokel, chairman of
the board of adjustment, said the
owners proposed to replace the cur-
rent detached garage, which is “a bit
of an eye sore” and not in the same
style of the home since the garage
was built some time after the house
was erected, with one that has a Vic-
torian look to match the home. He
said the board thought it was “very
modest and attractive” and were “uni-
versally in favor of the project.”

The board has repeatedly turned
down variance applications to build

garages above the 15-foot rule be-
cause they want to inhibit people from
turning garages into living spaces, a
comment that has come up in several
board hearings.

For historic homes, Mr. Heinbokel
said he would like to “encourage
homeowners to make their homes
more historic.” As chairman of the
Land Use Task Force, charged with
rewriting some of the laws, among
other duties, he has sought to find a
way to allow residents to lawfully
make these types of adjustments
where appropriate.

The task force prepared their fi-
nal report in January. Mr.
Heinbokel did not have an exact
date when the changes will take
effect. He said a lawyer was re-
viewing the report.

Westfield High School
TV Now on FiOS

WESTFIELD — On Friday, Au-
gust 22, Verizon engineers completed
the fiber optic connection between
Westfield High School and the
Westfield Municipal Building. This
enables Blue Devil Television, a WHS
production, to be telecast on both
Comcast and Verizon (FiOS) local
networks. The municipal government
and the public school system share
telecasting time on local TV channel
36, telecasting on the Comcast net-
work and recently added to the Verizon
network (November 2007).

Merkt: Xanadu Connection
Undermines Public’s Trust

TRENTON — Assemblyman Ri-
chard Merkt (LD-25, Brookside)
warned on August 15 that Gover-
nor Jon Corzine’s disclosure, fol-
lowing signing legislation autho-
rizing construction of a new
aquarium at the Xanadu site in
Bergen County, that one of his clos-
est friends and former business
associates at Goldman Sachs is an
investor in the project.

“Whether or not there is a conflict
of interest is not the issue, it’s the
obvious appearance of a conflict that
the governor should have considered,”
Mr. Merkt said. “How will the people
of New Jersey view this connection?

Does his signing the bill promote or
weaken the public’s confidence in
the integrity of state government?
In a state dogged by corrupt elected
officials, one has to conclude Gov-
ernor Corzine’s belated disclosure
of a personal connection can only
increase the public’s skepticism
about how business gets done in
Trenton.”

Mr. Merkt said Mr. Corzine has
disclosed that one of his closest friends
and former Goldman Sachs col-
leagues is a partner in the investment
consortium that bailed out the
Meadowland’s Xanadu project to the
tune of $1.5 billion in 2006.

GOP Accuses Stender of Not
Paying Taxes on Bus. Interest
The fall campaign officially kicked

off this week as state Republican
Chairman Tom Wilson accused the
Democrat candidate for Congress
from the 7th District, Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood), of failing to pay some
$90,000 in federal, state and property
taxes on two South Avenue proper-
ties. Mrs. Stender called the report an
attack on her mother and sister, and
has demanded an apology.

According to Mr. Wilson, Mrs.
Stender “claims a personal interest”
in Seaboard Associates, Inc., valued
between $50,000 and $100,000, on
her federal campaign finance disclo-
sure statements. An Internet search
shows that Seaboard lists the
Scotchwood Florist as its business.

According to legal notices placed
in The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times in May
and June 2008, the Fanwood tax col-
lector placed the Seaboard Associ-
ates properties, 265 and 275 South
Avenue, in legals under the heading
“notice of sale  of property for non-
payment of taxes, assessments and or
other municipal liens” for amounts
totaling $42,201; for $15,734 in May
2007, and for $13,224 in May 2006.
The Seaboard properties with taxes
owed were 265 South Avenue that
houses Scotchwood Florist and 275
South Avenue that houses the
Fanwood Post Office.

Fanwood Tax Collector Colleen
Huehn said the property owner “al-
ways” paid the owed taxes prior to
the tax sales and that municipal taxes
are now up to date on both lots.

The GOP said the Internal Rev-
enue Service filed two tax liens total-
ing $16,086 in 2006, while the state
filed a lien for $1,512 the same year.

Todd Riffle, a spokesman for the
state GOP, said the IRS and state liens
have been paid.

In response to the allegations, Mrs.
Stender’s Republican opponent, State
Senator Leonard Lance (LD-23,
Clinton) issued the following statement:

“No one likes to pay taxes – includ-
ing me. As an elected official, I have
worked tirelessly to lower tax bur-
dens of all New Jerseyans. Paying
taxes is a legal obligation that all
Garden State residents must adhere.
If these reports about Linda Stender’s
tax woes are true, she needs to fully
explain how she can support raising
taxes on so many New Jerseyans,
while not paying her own fair share in
a timely fashion.”

In response, Mrs. Stender called
the accusations “truly a new low for

the Republican attack machine.”
“I am not on the payroll nor do I

work in my mother’s business. My
sister manages the day-to-day opera-
tions of the business. Leonard Lance
knows full well that I have always
paid my own taxes in full. And my
husband and I have never faced fore-
closure on our home. It is shameful
that Leonard Lance and the Republi-
can Party are attacking my 80-year-
old mother and sister’s small busi-
ness, particularly at a time when small
businesses throughout New Jersey are
struggling to make ends meet. I have
seen up close how the Bush economy
has devastated businesses that had
been surviving and thriving for de-
cades.”

She said Mr. Lance “owes my
mother  an apology” and said he
should tell the state GOP “to end
these disgusting attacks.”

Giuliani, Lieberman to Speak
At Republican Convention

Republicans have announced their
speakers for the National Republican
Convention, which will be held Sep-
tember 1 to 4 in Minneapolis-Saint
Paul. Speakers will include: Monday
night: President Bush and First Lady
Laura Bush, California Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger and Sen. Joe
Lieberman (I-Conn.); Tuesday:
former Presidential candidates Rudy
Giuliani, Mike Huckabee and Fred
Thompson; Wednesday: former can-
didate Mitt Romney and Cindy
McCain; Thursday, Florida Gov.
Charlie Crist and Sen. John McCain.

FBI Investigates Head of
Bergen Democratic Party

FBI agents removed documents
Thursday from the Lyndhurst law of-
fice of Bergen County Democratic
Chairman Joseph Ferriero, The Star-
Ledger reported. Authorities also
raided the law office of Dennis Oury,
one of Mr. Ferriero’s business partners
in a government consulting firm called
Government Grants LLC. Authorities
issued subpoenas in May related to
Government Grants Consulting LLC,
including information about payments
to Mr. Oury. In July, subpoenas were
issued to the Passaic Valley Sewerage
Commission, where Mr. Ferriero
serves as chief counsel.

Milgram Serves as Acting Gov.
While Corzine, Codey Attend DNC

With Governor Jon Corzine, Senate
President Richard Codey (LD-27, West
Orange) and Assembly Speaker Jo-
seph Roberts (LD-5, Camden) attend-
ing the Democratic National Conven-
tion (DNC) in Denver this week, state
Attorney General Anne Milgram is
serving as acting governor.


