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Opposition Growing on Proposal
For $40 Traffic Tickets’ Surcharge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON — A South Jersey state
senator has introduced legislation on
June 12 calling for a $40 surcharge on
all motor vehicle violations issued
statewide.

Under the legislation, S-1976, two
state funds would be developed, one
for policing in rural communities and
another for those towns with paid
full-time police departments.

These funds would be titled “Rural
Police Services Property Tax Relief”
and the “Police Services Property Tax
Relief” fund, respectively. Each $40

surcharge per ticket would be split
between these two accounts under
the legislation.

Governor Jon Corzine has said that
the state could no longer afford to
provide police services for free. Ac-
cording to Gannett News Bureau, the
Governor wants small towns to pay
$12.6 million of the estimated $80
million for state police services.

The state has sent bills to towns
receiving state police coverage, tell-
ing them they have to pay by January.
Towns would have to notify the state
by December if they intend to con-
tinue state police coverage or find
alternative coverage, according to
news accounts.

“It still remains to be seen if we are
going to go for the $40 surcharge or
something else,” Jason Butkowski, a
spokesman for the Senate Democratic
Majority Office, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Towns with full-time police de-
partments, such as Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Garwood and
Mountainside, would be eligible for
grants between $5,000 and $1 mil-
lion per year, according to the legisla-
tion.

When asked how paid departments
would receive funding, Mr.
Butkowski said, “I don’t think there
is a mechanism in place” on how to
allocate the funds.

Mr. Butkowski said the legislation
proposed by Senator Jeff Van Drew
(LD-1, Cape May) seeks to raise the
full $80 million cost to offset state
police services in the rural communi-
ties.

“The goal is to make sure that no
rural municipality has to raise prop-
erty taxes to pay for police services,”
Mr. Burkowski said. He said the state
is picking up the remaining $68 mil-
lion for rural police services for the
Fiscal Year 2009.

“It (the legislation) is something
that is evolving,” he said.

Mr. Van Drew told The Times his
legislation seeks to create a fund for
police services for the some 89 rural
municipalities that had been receiv-

ing state police coverage at no cost.
He said the surcharge would be

collected on moving violations, such
as driving under the influence and
speeding offenses. He said the bill
might be changed to add surcharges
on only the “most serious charges,”
as well as lowering the surcharge
proposed in the legislation.

A provision in the legislation would
end the collection of the surcharge if
it is determined the state has not di-
rected the monies from the surcharge
to property tax relief to offset police
services. Any town that does not use
the grant to offset the cost of police
services in property taxes would be
disqualified from receiving further
allocations for the grant for two years.

“What this is clearly not is a fund-
ing mechanism to help rural towns. It
is a bill to help everyone,” Mr. Van
Drew said.

“The whole goal of this is property
tax relief,” Mr. Van Drew told The
Times. “It’s not perfect. It is a work in
progress.”

He said he intends to amend the
legislation to add an incentive for
towns with paid police departments
to merge. Mr. Van Drew said the
legislation would call for the state to
pay the cost of the study on merging
departments, as well as the first year’s
budget for the newly merged depart-
ment.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said he would be opposed to
any legislation that funds police ser-
vices for another town.

“I was under the impression that
the surcharge would only be in juris-
dictions that have been receiving state
police coverage, however, since it
hasn’t been written, I may be wrong,”
said Westfield Police John Parizeau
when asked to comment on the pro-
posed legislation.

“I’ve been following this story for
awhile. I’m strongly against any sur-
charge on tickets that would pay for
another jurisdiction’s police cover-
age. I do not understand the logic of
the State of New Jersey, or of these
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Martin Sweeney for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THE FINAL TOUCHES…Trailer classrooms at Terrill Middle School are renovated as the 2008-09 school year fast
approaches. Ramps and walkways leading up to the trailers are under construction and will ensure easy navigation in and
out of the Terrill School main building.

Schools Open With New Principals,
Early Childhood Learning Ctr.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Scotch Plains-Fanwood
schools will open Thursday, Septem-
ber 4, with 49 newly hired teachers
and two new assistant principals at
Park and Terrill Middle Schools.

School enrollments have remained
flat the past few years at 5,300 stu-
dents, according to the district’s
school budget.

Michael Kneller is the new assis-
tant principal at Park Middle School.
The board of education is expected to
fill the Terrill Middle School assis-
tant principal vacancy at its meeting
tonight. The former assistant princi-
pal, Michael Klimko, has left the dis-
trict for the principalship at Brookside
Elementary School in Cranford.

In addition, Robert Harmer will
begin his duties for the newly com-
bined Scotch Plains-Fanwood High

School (SPFHS) assistant principal
for athletics position. He previously
served as athletic director.

In terms of summer projects, school
officials said artificial turf has been
completed at the varsity football and
soccer fields at SPFHS. In addition,
the high school’s parking lot was re-
paved.

School officials said a weekend
conference is planned in the fall to
review the district’s strategic plan
process. The final report will be pre-
sented to the board of education and
the public in January 2009.

Elsewhere, new principals and
teachers, a new early childhood learn-
ing center in Westfield and an unre-
solved teachers contract in Garwood
are what’s in store for the school
districts as the 2008-2009 school year
kicks off next week.

In Westfield, 6,248 students return

to classes on Wednesday, September
3, teachers will seee an increase of
more than 90 students from last year,
according to Lorre Korecky, district
spokesperson.

The highlight of the Westfield
school year will be the reopening of
the circa-1922 Lincoln School, lo-
cated at 728 Westfield Avenue. This
marks the first time teh building has
been a district school since the early
1980’s. The district has refurbished
the building as an early childhood
learning center. The school had been
leased to the Union County Educa-
tional Services Commission.

The school will house pre-kinder-
garten and kindergarten classes, as
well as Leaps and Bounds classes.
Leaps and Bounds is the district’s
program for autistic children.

Free busing will be provided to and
from Lincoln from Franklin, Wash-
ington and Wilson Schools.

“Busing from the northside is an
option, but we are hoping parents will
take advantage of it to reduce traffic
congestion around the school,” Mrs.
Korecky said.

Also, Westfield High School
(WHS) students will be under the
leadership of new principal, Peter
Renwick. He replaces Dennis Fyffe
who served as acting principal for the
past two years, following the retire-
ment of Robert Petix after 26 years as
WHS principal. Mr. Renwick was
previously assistant principal of the
ninth grade at Montclair High School.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
beginning her second year in heading
the district, called Mr. Renwick “an
enthusiastic and experienced high
school administrator.”

Scott White has joined WHS as the
new director of guidance, and Lossie
Whitaker-Thornton has been added
as the new supervisor of special ser-
vices.

More than 40 new teachers will be
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Atkins Recalls 28 Years As
Council Salutes His Tenure

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

Editor’s Note: The following is the
second of a two-part series on the
retirement of Scotch Plains Township
Manager Thomas  Atkins.

SCOTCH PLAINS — When he
completes his last day as township
manager tomorrow afternoon, Tho-
mas Atkins is hoping to drive himself
home to Fanwood. As he gets ready
for retirement, Mr. Atkins told The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times he is
hoping that new township manager
Michael Capabianco will let him use
his township-provided car one last
time. “I don’t jog anymore,” Mr.
Atkins explained.

It’s not as though his health is in
decline — the 59-year-old Mr. Atkins
still exercises regularly at the YMCA
and often rides his bicycle.

Mr. Atkins told The Times last week,
“It’s impossible to explain the satis-
faction of being the manager of the
town where you grew up. Very few in
my business have done it.”

When asked about the biggest dif-
ference in Scotch Plains since 1980,
he said that “a lot of the scenery has
changed,” pointing specifically to the
development of large tracts of farm-
land of the south side of town. “In
1980, there were still some active
farms” south of the Raritan Valley
railroad line, including the former
Sevell property on Martine Avenue
that had horses and cattle out in its
fields. “That was a very prominent
scene in Scotch Plains when you rode
by,” Mr. Atkins recalled. In the mid-
1980s, the township was faced with
affordable housing mandates from
the state and developers were seeking
to build as many as 900 units of
multiple-family housing on the Sevell
property. Ultimately, Sterling Chase,
a neighborhood of single-family hous-
ing, was developed.

During his 28-year tenure, Mr.
Atkins served with 29 council mem-
bers, including Carolyn Sorge, who
served from 2003-2007 after having
worked in Mr. Atkins’ office for most
of the 1990s. She said Mr. Atkins
“always joked with his peers that he
was the only municipal manager
whose secretary became his boss.”
Ms. Sorge said Mr. Atkins “knows
every square inch of Scotch Plains
better than anyone.”

Deputy Mayor Nancy Malool, who

is the Republican candidate for mayor
in this fall’s election, told The Times,
“It’s been a pleasure and a real learn-
ing experience to work with Tom.”

Democratic Councilman Jeffrey
Strauss said Mr. Atkins was “very
welcoming” when he joined the coun-
cil in 2007. “He was always there to
assist, to advise.” Mr. Strauss said
during the 2006 campaign, when there
were some rumblings that Mr. Atkins’
job might be at risk if Democrats
gained control of the council, he heard
“universal admiration” for Mr. Atkins
from residents on the campaign trail.

“This is Tom’s town; when I think
of Scotch Plains, I think of Tom
Atkins,” Mr. Strauss said.

Republican Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato praised Mr. Atkins’
“honesty and integrity,” and said he
“always treated the township council
with respect.”

Mrs. Coronato, who is retiring this
year after eight years, lauded Mr.
Atkins’ “fiscal acumen in managing
the town and the budget amidst some
of the problems we’ve experienced.
He really helped keep Scotch Plains
on a steady course.”

“I want to thank Tom Atkins for his
28 years of service to our Township,
and wish him all the best in retire-
ment,” Councilman Kevin Glover, the
Democratic candidate for mayor this
fall, told The Times.

Speaking last week to The Times,
Mr. Atkins listed six accomplishments
he was most proud of during his ten-
ure, including the senior citizen hous-
ing complex on Lake Avenue, the
township’s successful legal chal-
lenges in the 1980s against builders
trying to shoehorn housing units into
Scotch Plains, improvements to the
parks and ballfields, increased road
resurfacings and storm sewer im-
provements, shared services initia-
tives with Fanwood, the board of edu-
cation and other nearby towns, and
keeping municipal property taxes
under control.

Asked about the biggest challenge
he faced over the years, Mr. Atkins
said, “Everything’s a challenge.” He
added that, “If you’re a nice suburban
town, you can’t help but feel that the
state government especially, through
its policies and decisions, is isolating
suburban communities and telling
them, in effect, you’re on your own.”

While hesitant to describe any one
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Courtesy of Bruce Regenstreich
HILL RAISER...Former First Lady and Democratic Presidential contender
Hillary Clinton delivers a speech in support of Democratic Presidential nominee
Barack Obama (D-Ill.) on the second night of the Democratic National Conven-
tion. Inset – From left to right, New Jersey delegates Governor Jon Corzine and
Senators Bob Menendez and Frank Lautenberg watch the proceedings. For more
pictures of the convention, see goleader.com/photos.

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
PROPERTY TAX FLAP...Notice of sale for non-payment of taxes placed by the
Fanwood tax collector in June on properties at 265 South Avenue, which houses
the Scotchwood Florist, and 275 South Avenue, which houses the Fanwood Post
Office, cause political sparks of charges and counter charges in the race for
Congress in the Seventh District. See story on page 2, Peek of the Week.

Fanwood Approves $8.4-Mil.
Budget, Resulting in 2 Layoffs

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Two months into
the fiscal year, the Fanwood Borough
Council approved an $8.4-million
amended 2008 budget that will re-
quire both the police and public works
departments to reduce its manpower
by one member each, a move that will
decrease a household’s tax bill this
year by $55.

“If you told me that one person
was going to save these people
$500,000, I wouldn’t like it, but at
least I could understand it,” Local
PBA delegate Ron Greco said. “But
for $1 a week?”

Council members stressed that al-
though the $55 in taxes that the man-
power reduction will save residents
may not seem significant, the effect
must be considered over time.

The two layoffs reduced the 2008
personnel budget by $56,000, or 1.6
percent, to $3,476,957.

At the council’s August 11 meeting
Mayor Colleen Mahr had stated, “per-
sonnel reductions will [save] about
$137,000 going into next year.” Bor-
ough Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tompkins, on Thursday, clarified that
the $137,000 savings will be realized
in 2009, and that there wouldn’t be as
big of a savings in 2008 because the
borough would be in its fourth quar-
ter when the personnel reductions
take place.

Much of Wednesday’s meeting was
taken up by public comment. Mem-
bers of the department of public works
and the Policeman’s Benevolent As-
sociation (PBA) Local 123, many of
whom wore “Stop the Layoffs” t-
shirts, voiced their concerns over the

cuts, which the borough warned of in
a letter sent in June to employees.

Councilwoman Donna Dolce said
that for some residents, particularly
senior citizens and those on fixed
incomes, $55 is a lot of money.

“It’s for our taxpayer, who’s going
to have more money in their pocket to
live for another day,” Ms. Dolce said.

Borough Clerk Eleanor McGovern
announced that Police Officer David
Kotiga and public works employee
Charles Rodgers were the two em-
ployees let go of the 70-person mu-
nicipal workforce because they were
the last staff members hired in each
department. Mr. Greco stated in a
July meeting that the Fanwood police
department has had 21 officers since
1974.

The last day for both Officer Kotiga,
who was hired in the spring of 2006,
and Mr. Rodgers will be October 1.
Ms. McGovern said that although the
borough has not yet made a decision
regarding severance pay, due to the
borough’s financial situation such
payment is unlikely.

Ms. McGovern told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the mayor
and the council are discussing reduc-
ing an administrative employee’s po-
sition from part-time to full-time.

 “I am personally very upset that
we have to lay off anybody, but it is
the responsibility of the men and
women up here to make hard deci-
sions,” Mayor Mahr said.

The council approved the amended
budget by a vote of five to one during
a special meeting on August 20. The
sole “no” vote came from Council-
man Anthony Parenti, who is also the

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UP, UP AND AWAY… Tony Archambault of Falcon Graphics, Inc. in Westfield
helps a youngster into his plane at Linden Airport as part of a program initiated
for inter-city kids by Westfield Police Officer Sandra Chambers. Mr. Archambault
has donated his time and plane for the program.


