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Opposition Growing on Proposal
For $40 Traffic Tickets’ Surcharge

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON — A South Jersey state
senator has introduced legislation on
June 12 calling for a $40 surcharge on
all motor vehicle violations issued
statewide.

Under the legislation, S-1976, two
state funds would be developed, one
for policing in rural communities and

another for those towns with paid
full-time police departments.

These funds would be titled “Rural
Police Services Property Tax Relief”
and the “Police Services Property Tax
Relief” fund, respectively. Each $40
surcharge per ticket would be split
between these two accounts under
the legislation.

Governor Jon Corzine has said that
the state could no longer afford to
provide police services for free. Ac-
cording to Gannett News Bureau, the
governor wants small towns to pay
$12.6 million of the estimated $80
million for state police services.

The state has sent bills to towns
receiving state police coverage, tell-
ing them they have to pay by January.
Towns would have to notify the state
by December if they intend to con-
tinue state police coverage or find
alternative coverage, according to
news accounts.

“It still remains to be seen if we are
going to go for the $40 surcharge or
something else,” Jason Butkowski, a
spokesman for the Senate Democratic
Majority Office, told The Westfield
Leader.

Towns with full-time police de-
partments, such as Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood, Garwood and
Mountainside, would be eligible for
grants between $5,000 and $1 mil-
lion per year, according to the legisla-
tion.

When asked how paid departments
would receive funding, Mr.
Butkowski said, “I don’t think there
is a mechanism in place” on how to
allocate the funds.

Mr. Butkowski said the legislation
proposed by Senator Jeff Van Drew
(LD-1, Cape May) seeks to raise the
full $80-million cost to offset state
police services in the rural communi-
ties.

“The goal is to make sure that no
rural municipality has to raise prop-

erty taxes to pay for police services,”
Mr. Burkowski said. He said the state
is picking up the remaining $68 mil-
lion for rural police services for the
Fiscal Year 2009.

“It (the legislation) is something
that is evolving,” he said.

Mr. Van Drew said the legislation
seeks to create a new fund for police
services for the some 89 rural mu-
nicipalities that had been receiving
state police coverage at no cost.

He said the surcharge would be
collected on moving violations, such
as driving under the influence and
speeding offenses. He said the bill
might be changed to add surcharges
on only the “most serious charges,”
as well as lowering the surcharge
proposed in the legislation.

A provision in the legislation would
end the collection of the surcharge if
it is determined the state has not di-
rected the monies from the surcharge
to property tax relief to offset police
services. Any town that does not use
the grant to offset the cost of police
services in property taxes would be
disqualified from receiving further
allocations for the grant for two years.

“What this is clearly not is a fund-
ing mechanism to help rural towns. It
is a bill to help everyone,” Mr. Van
Drew said.

“The whole goal of this is property
tax relief,” Mr. Van Drew told The
Leader. “It’s not perfect. It is a work
in progress.”

He said he intends to amend the
legislation to add an incentive for
towns with paid police departments
to merge. Mr. Van Drew said his leg-
islation would call for the state to pay
the cost of the study on merging de-
partments, as well as the first year’s
budget for the newly merged depart-
ment.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau said he would be opposed to

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
OH HENRY IV...Troupe of Friends, a local non-profit theatre company composed
largely of Westfield residents, presents its third annual production of free
Shakespeare in the Park. Last Friday, a crowd gathered at Memorial Field to
watch the historical comedy, Henry IV, Part 1.

Attorney Calls Witnesses
Against CF Cell Tower

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The Cranford
Zoning Board of Adjustment held its
seventh hearing for the application
of SMSA Limited Partnership, com-
posed of Verizon, AT&T and T-Mo-
bile, for a proposed cell phone mono-
pole at the location of the Cranford
Swim Club, on Monday night, be-
fore a room filled with about 50
residents.

The Westfield and Cranford resi-
dents opposed to the tower hired an
attorney, John Schmidt, and he called
his first two witnesses.

Peter Steck, a planner since 1976,
gave testimony based on the applicant’s
planner’s testimony. Mr. Steck said the
township’s ordinance states that tele-
communications facilities are restricted
to “non-residential areas,” emphasiz-
ing that the restriction is not just for a
residential zone, but the area.

He concluded that the applicant’s
planner did not provide a burden of
proof as to the visual impact of the 120-
foot monopole from Lenape Park. Be-
cause the park’s walking trail has no
trees and is at the top of a berm, he said
visitors on the trail would “see the
tower more than residents” in the area
and that the parkland is “even more
sensitive” than residential. He main-
tained it would “dramatically affect the
quality of that recreation area.”

Mr. Steck said, “Your code states the
visual impact is significant.”

Board Chairman Robert
Hellenbrecht asked what other sites in

the area would be deemed as having a
visual impact, such as a pool, referenc-
ing the swim club.

Mr. Steck responded that a mono-
pole is “foreign.”

He also said the tower’s proposed
placement is in the 50-foot buffer zone
that the swim club must provide per the
ordinance so as not to encroach on the
homes in its vicinity.

“I don’t think that the applicant pro-
vided evidence to the board to approve
this application,” Mr. Steck said. He
stated that most of Lenape Park is
located in a wetlands area and that,
depending on the species of wildlife
that live in the wetlands, the Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection
(DEP) requires either a 50-foot or a
150-foot buffer from a monopole.

Mr. Steck said there was no testi-
mony given by the applicant that wet-
lands existed. He said if the DEP
requires a 150-foot buffer than the
tower would not comply, but there
would not be a problem with the 50-
foot buffer. He said it is not his job to
provide the proof that the tower would
be or not be in compliance; it is his
job to state that the applicant did not
present this information.

According to the Union County
website, Lenape Park has a Bluebird
sanctuary and Tree Swallows have been
sited there.

Mr. Steck also acknowledged that
the Rahway River corridor extends into
Lenape Park and that the state recog-
nizes that this district is eligible for

Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
RED ZONE...The cell tower fight continued Monday at Cranford’s zoning board
meeting as the opponents’ attorney, John Schmidt, right, introduced his first two
expert witnesses against SMSA Limited Partnership’s application for a 120-foot
monopole on the Cranford swim club property on the borders of Westfield and
Cranford. Planning expert Peter Steck, left, found faults with the applicant’s
expert planner’s testimony.
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Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
PROPERTY TAX FLAP...Notice of sale for non-payment of taxes placed by the
Fanwood tax collector in June on properties at 265 South Avenue, which houses
the Scotchwood Florist, and 275 South Avenue, which houses the Fanwood Post
Office, cause political sparks of charges and counter charges in the race for
Congress in the 7th District. See story on page 2, Peek of the Week.

Courtesy of Bruce Regenstreich
BACKING BARACK...The crowd is a mile high at the Democratic National Convention Tuesday night in Denver as Sen.
Hillary Clinton formally backs Senator Barack Obama as their party’s choice for President of the United States. In the inset,
New Jersey Governor Jon Corzine, Sen. Bob Menendez and Sen. Frank Lautenberg enjoy the festivities. More photos can
be seen at goleader.com/photos.

Editor’s Note
Part 2 of the COAH report, con-

tinued from the story that appeared
on August 21, will appear in the
September 4 edition.

WF School Board Readies
For First Day of School

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) on Mon-
day held its first meeting since the
summer break, in anticipation of
schools opening for the new school
year next week.

Robert Berman, board secretary,
gave a presentation of the construc-
tion update regarding Lincoln and
Roosevelt Schools.

He said most of the work is com-
pleted at Lincoln and that the school
will open as expected. Some of the
items he mentioned as not being com-
plete for the first day of school in-
cluded some painting, some window
trim and the final layer of asphalt on
the driveway. Additionally, he said
inspection of the elevator might be
pending prior to the opening of school.

Verizon is scheduled to come in and
install the telephone lines on Thurs-
day. Mr. Berman said that until this is
complete, a telephone number cannot
be finalized for the school, and neither
can the elevator be inspected.

“It will certainly be safe,” he as-
sured the board.

Julia Walker, vice president of the
board, congratulated Mr. Berman,
saying, “it’s been a lot of work, and it
shows.”

Roosevelt has new concrete poured
on the walkway outside of the school’s
breezeway; new slate has been added
to a windowsill and a bench in the
breezeway, and a dedication plaque
was hung on the wall there.

The hallways were redone, making
them bright, and an addition to the
library and remodeling of the library

is complete, with new computers,
carpeting, paint and air conditioning.
The gymnasium floor was redone and
is awaiting its final coats of sealer.

A 1,000-square-foot addition to the
cafeteria was installed that will en-
able the cafeteria to be used for in-
struction when students are not eat-
ing.

A smart board is on order, as are the
new foldup dining tables. Other tables
will be used in the interim.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan
presented data of school enrollment
as of Monday, saying the district has
the “highest enrollment in 30 years.”
Total enrollment for the district is
6,248 students.

She said the board’s projections
were on target, with the exception
being elementary school, something
she considered a “surprise.” Since
some classrooms will have as many
as 23 students, she suspects that teach-
ers will need additional support for
literacy. She said she might ask the
board at its next meeting on Septem-
ber 9 for this support in first grade.

Answering a question from board
member Gary McCready regarding
asking parents to enroll their children
at other schools to alleviate the high
student levels, Ms. Dolan said, “I
don’t think it has to be mandated at
this point.”

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
UP, UP AND AWAY… Tony Archambault of Falcon Graphics, Inc. in Westfield
helps a youngster into his plane at Linden Airport as part of a program initiated
for inter-city kids by Westfield Police Officer Sandra Chambers. Mr. Archambault
has donated his time and plane for the program.

Schools Open With New Principals,
Early Childhood Learning Ctr.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA — New principals and
teachers, a new early childhood learn-
ing center in Westfield and an unre-
solved teachers contract in Garwood
are what’s in store for the school
districts as the 2008-2009 school year
kicks off next week..

In Westfield, where 6,248 students
return to classes on Wednesday, Sep-
tember 3, teachers will see an in-
crease of over 40 students from last
year, according to Lorre Korecky,
district spokesperson.

The highlight of the Westfield
school year will be the reopening of
the circa-1922 Lincoln School at 728

Westfield Avenue. This marks the first
time the building has been used as a
district school since the early 1980’s.
The district has refurbished the build-
ing as an early childhood learning
center. The school had been leased to
the Union County Educational Ser-
vices Commission.

The school will house pre-kinder-
garten and kindergarten classes, as
well as Leaps and Bounds classes.
Leaps and Bounds is the district’s
program for autistic children.

Free busing will be provided to and
from Lincoln from Franklin, Wash-
ington and Wilson Schools.

Also, Westfield High School
(WHS) students will be under the

leadership of new principal, Peter
Renwick. He replaces Dennis Fyffe
who served as acting principal for the
past two years, following the retire-
ment of Robert Petix after 26 years as
WHS principal. Mr. Renwick was
previously assistant principal of the
ninth grade at Montclair High School.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan,
beginning her second year in heading
the district, called Mr. Renwick “an
enthusiastic and experienced high
school administrator.”

Scott White has joined WHS as the
new director of guidance, and Lossie
Whitaker-Thornton has been added
as the new supervisor of special ser-
vices.

Over 40 new teachers, most re-
placements, will be in Westfield class-
rooms this September. Close to 20
revised courses will be offered, as
well as a new driver’s education pro-
gram at WHS, according to Ms.
Korecky.

“Many veteran teachers have spent
time over the summer developing new
curriculum, learning new educational
software and attending training ses-
sions in more advanced pedagogical
strategies,” said Ms. Dolan.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood students
will be greeted by 49 newly-hired
teachers. District schools will open
Thursday, September 4, with two new
assistant principals at Park and Terrill
Middle Schools. School enrollments
have remained flat the past few years
at 5,300 students, according to the
district’s school budget. The athletic
director’s position was merged into a
new assistant principal for athletics at
the district’s high school.

In Mountainside, school children
will head back to school on Wednes-
day, September 3. Some 750 children
will head back to Deerfield and
Beechwood Schools. Enrollment in


