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Watson ‘Glory Boys’ Oust Poplar in Semis, 14-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

OSTREGA RETURNS TO CALLING OF TEACHING GOLF

Golf Pro Ostrega Makes Cut
At 29th U.S. Senior Open

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield resident since 1985, Gary
Ostrega, a teaching professional at
Hyatt Hills Golf Complex in Clark,
recently competed in the 29th U.S.
Senior Open Tournament at the
Broadmoor CC in Colorado Springs,
Colo. and, after making the cut, fin-
ished 40th overall. The tournament
was not just limited to competitors
from the United States, but was an
international event.

“Just the experience of being there
in such a prestigious event and how
difficult it was to get in was quite
interesting. To place as high as I did is
quite an honor,” said Ostrega, who
was accompanied by his wife Gail,
his daughter Kristen and his 23-year-
old son and personal cad-
die, Geoffrey, who had
played on the Westfield
High School golf team.

“My wife and daugh-
ter have never really seen
me play in a big tourna-
ment, so they followed
me around for a few
days,” said Ostrega.

It did not take long for
Ostrega to receive some
national attention.

“The first day, being
on the top-10 leader
board through most of
the first round, being
mentioned on ESPN and
on the ticker board
throughout the whole
tournament, they men-
tioned my name as Gary
Ostrega Big Break
alumni, which I was on
the golf channel’s Big
Break reality show, was
a highlight,” he said.

Ostrega finished in
16th place after the first
day and claimed he did
not have his “A” game on the second
day. “I was sweating out the cut but I
did make it. I shot 72-74 on the week-
end amidst all the pressure and the
play for money. I did very well. I
made $11,000, which helped offset
some of the expenses of going out
there,” he said.

Ostrega bogied his first two holes
in the third round, but attracted atten-
tion when he birdied the next three
holes.

“They all kind of went nuts! I
pumped my fist and more of a crowd
followed me to the next hole and I

birdied it. On the fifth hole, it was five
deep. To have that nice positive vibe
from the crowd was a real thrill, some-
thing I will remember the rest of my
life,” he said.

The thousands of spectators and
his family’s presence, however,
seemed not to break his concentra-
tion.

“My son near me is always a com-
fort for me inside the ropes. I’ve
played in front of crowds that big
before. I’m not that nervous in front
of people. I like that environment,”
explained Ostrega.

Speaking of environment,
Broadmoor offered some unique
qualities.

“It was at 7,000 feet. The air was
quite thin. For senior golfers, it was

quite taxing to walk the seven miles.
The elevation from where the club-
house was to the highest point was
500 feet,” he explained.

Other obstacles came into play.
“The animal life was unbelievable.

I saw a 14-point deer. There were
foxes. We had a black bear interrupt
the tournament. The whole environ-
ment was rustic and western like,”
described Ostrega.

Ostrega played some practice
rounds with Loren Roberts, Jay Haas
and D.A. Weibring. “My last round of
golf was with Bobby Wadkins. These

were guys I played against in college
and in the mini tours in Florida. These
were guys I played the regular tour
with in the 70’s. So you never really
escape the quality of play,” he said.

Among some of the well-known
names, who missed the cut were:
Fuzzy Zoeller, Craig Stadler, Peter
Jacobson, Ben Crenshaw and Curtis
Strange.

Ostrega first began swinging the
club at age 11. He was a City Boys
Champion, an Illinois State High
School Champion and went on to
become an All-American at Illinois
State University before competing at
the professional level.

“My dad started me out,” he said.
“I tried all the team sports and I was
very competent but I found a sport,

as an individual, I can compete
against everybody else. It seemed to
suit my personality and talents a
little better.”

Now back in “civilization”,
Ostrega, who had been the head pro at
Colonia CC for 15 years, has returned
to his real calling, teaching golf at
Hyatt Hills.

“I see all kinds of ability,” he said.
“I see everybody from a brand-new
golfer to somebody, who can come
close to competing with me.”

For lessons, Gary Ostrega PGA
can be reached at (732) 669-9100

another crafty pitching performance
from veteran pitcher Jascow, backed
by a superb defensive effort, espe-
cially from second baseman Kocket
and shortstop McKeon. The pair com-
bined for six putouts, including a
double play that spoiled a potential
run producing first inning.
Schwartzenbeck provided sparkling
glove work at third, while Ciemniecki,
Stuart and Guysler made some fine
running plays in the outfield.

“We made the plays, delivered
timely hits, got strong pitching from
Mike (Jascow) and basically played a
complete game. This year we picked
up some younger guys who play ag-
gressively and have speed. If we want
to win, we need to hustle and test the
outfielders’ arms. We never let up on
them. Last time we made the finals
was two years ago. It feels great, ”
said Watson Ave. team captain
Schwartzenbeck.”

Ciemniecki exploded a bomb to
right center, Kocket singled, McKeon
walked, swiped second and Kolony
drilled a two-run double to give the
“Glory Boys” a 3-0 lead in the bottom
first. The lead jumped to 6-0 in the
second. DeMasi lofted a bases loaded
RBI sac fly. Ciemniecki followed with
an RBI single and scored on
McKeon’s double.

In the top of the fourth, following
team captain Mike Kelly’s warning
of, “These guys have good arms. Be
cautious of that,” Poplar manufac-
tured two runs. Comer and Kevin
Newell rapped singles, while Merckel
and T.J Smith each punched RBI
singles. An outstanding high jump-
ing snag by Guarneri at first halted
further damage.

“That’s the way to get up there
chubby,” hollered Newell.

“Yea, yea, look who’s calling the
kettle black,” answered Guarneri.

Watson responded with two runs in
the bottom of the inning. Guysler
doubled and scored on
Schwartzenbeck’s triple and Demasi
deposited a sac fly.

Poplar eked out its final run in the
fifth when Guarneri tripled to center
and headed home on Skaar’s single.

Watson plated three runs in the fifth,
highlighted by Cook’s RBI double,
Kolony’s sac fly and a Stuart home
run blast to center.

“You forgot to smile, smile Rock,
it’s okay,” said Ciemniecki. “Eh,
maybe that toothpick had something
to do with it.”

Kocket, McKeon and Cook added
icing with RBI singles in the sixth.
Poplar Place 000 210 0 3
Watson Avenue 330 233 x 14

WF White Marlins Finish
Strong Swimming Season

The Westfield Memorial Pool
“White” Marlins swim team tied for
second place in the Union County
Outdoor Swim League (UCOSL) this
summer. This was the highest finish
for the “White” Marlins, whose sea-
son included victories over
Nomahegan Swim and Tennis Club,
Manor Park Swim Club and Cranford
Swim Club. Members of the Memo-
rial Pool “Green” team also contrib-
uted to these victories, as well as
swimming in the UCOSL’s Champi-
onships held at the Memorial Pool on
August 1-2.

In the 11+ championships, the
White Marlins had 16 swimmers place
in the top six of an event: Lauren
Schmeider (Individual Medley [IM]),
freestyle, breaststroke); Bridget
Grogan (IM, backstroke and butter-
fly); Aidan Hughes (IM), Dan
Dougherty (free, backstroke);
Michelle Ball (free, butterfly); Alex
Greenspan (free, butterfly); Chris

Joyce (free, breast); Geneva Gleason
(breaststroke); Mark Trinkle (breast-
stroke); Aileen Grogan (breaststroke);
Julia Diamantopoulos (backstroke);
Tommy Pyle (backstroke, butterfly);
Kevin Clauss (backstroke); Joe
Palasits (backstroke); Tim Huber
(backstroke); Lauren Hughes (back-
stroke), and Brian Gingrich (back-
stroke).

At the 10U championships, Sean
Weiszczek took first in the 25-free
and Stefan Crigler placed first in the
breaststroke. Other top six finishers
were: (IM) Crigler; (free) Halle
Riordan, Zachary Youssef, Matt Chen,
Amanda Pyle, Bridget Scaglione,
Luciano Betman, Luke Bigosinski,
Caroline Harris, Nicholas Maher and
Eric Bebel; (breaststroke) Ryan
Bebel, Amanda Lambert, Felicia
Mermer and Jack Ryan Edmundson;
(backstroke) Matt Harris and Stefan
Crigler; (butterfly) C. Harris, Luciano
Betman, Betsy Penn.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EFFECTIVE ON THE MOUND…Watson veteran pitcher Mike Jascur scattered nine hits in the second game for a 14-3
victory against Poplar in the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association playoffs to advance to the championship round.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK FROM THE SENIOR U.S. OPEN…Hyatt Hills Golf Teaching Pro Gary Ostrega relaxes
after competing at the 29th Senior U.S. Open at the Broadmoor CC in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $1,149,900
Exquisite New Construction in the Wilson School District. Beautifully appointed 4
bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial. Gourmet kitchen/family room combination with granite
counters, top of the line amenities, gas fireplace. Formal dining room and 1/2 bath complete
the lower level. Second level features beautiful master bedroom suite. Master bath includes
granite counter, jacuzzi tub, 3 bedroom and additional full bath complete the second floor.
Easily finishable walk up attic and basement fill out this 2950 sq ft gem. Large lot features
mahogany front porch and back deck.  MLS # 2539319

WESTFIELD WYCHWOOD COLONIAL $1,399,000

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 8/17  1-5PM $860,000GARWOOD COLONIAL $799,500

This captivating 10 room, 5 BR, 4.5 bath Center Hall Colonial style home beautifully
articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design with notable custom amenities for today’s
lifestyle. The masterful kitchen design features Canadian Birch cabinetry, granite countertops,
wet bar, and an endless array of epicurean appointments. A grande sized family room (21x17)
with custom built-in maple cabinetry, dining room with corner cabinets & elegantly
appointed living room with fireplace combine to create a floor plan custom designed for
your enjoyment. The tastefully finished basement offers a recreation room with built-in
cabinetry, wine cellar and sauna. Additional amenities include a charming back staircase to
kitchen, guest suite, generous closets and storage space, multi-zone heating and central air,
beautifully manicured property and storybook location. MLS # 2534082

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Wonderful brand new Colonial in Garwood. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Master bedroom
suite with a large walk in closet. Gleaming hardwood floors throughout. Large kitchen
with Granite counters, center island, stainless appliances. Second floor laundry. Large
basement with 9ft ceiling ripe for finishing. 2 car attached garage. Quality throughout.
Close to town and transportation. MLS # 2540595

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2324649

Welcome to this beautiful, sprawling 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths Ranch set on an exquisite property
in Mountainside. This home boasts an open floor plan with spacious rooms, hardwood floors,
updated eat-in-kitchen and 3 wood burning fireplaces. The bright and airy family room has a
vaulted ceiling and a wood burning fireplace on a stone wall flanked by Paladian windows
overlooking the professionally landscaped property. A finished basement, with a bedroom
and full bath, adds to the living space of the wonderful home. DIRECTIONS: New Providence
Rd, right on W.R Tracy left on Park Slope #391. MLS # 2560712

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $2,550,000
Magnificent 4,000 sq ft home, situated on a private lane in Wychwood. This custom built
home contains 4 large Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, 3 Fireplaces, butler‘s pantry with sink and
wine cooler. Gourmet kitchen with two subzeros, professional double over range, two
dishwashers and microwave. The grand staircase leads to a bridge overlooking the Great
Room. The custom woodwork is a must see, triple tray ceiling with crown molding in the
Dining Room and coffered tray ceiling in the Master Bedroom. The Master Suite includes
closet systems, marble bath with steam shower and Jacuzzi tub. MLS # 2494177

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO


