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Someone Is Watching to See
Whether We Live Our Faith

By REV. DR. MARK BOYEA

When it comes to opinion research
on the subject of religion, there is
perhaps no more reputable or experi-
enced organization than the Barna
Group. And so it was alarming to run
across a recent poll of theirs that re-
vealed that 50 percent of American
Christians between the ages of 16 and
29 perceive Christianity to be too judg-
mental and hypocritical. Fifty percent.

Now, of course, opinion polls mea-
sure just that – opinions. In this case,
the data does not “prove” that Chris-
tianity is, in fact, too judgmental and
hypocritical. When it comes to “so-
cial” realms like religion and politics,
however, it’s like the old saying that
real estate is all about “location, loca-
tion, location,” except that with reli-
gion and politics, it’s all about “per-
ception, perception, perception.”
Opinions express perceptions, so if
that’s how this group of younger
Christians sees Christianity as a
whole, then that’s what we have to
concern ourselves with.

Some of what’s behind this percep-
tion is likely the age-old story of
youth and young adults “pushing
back” against the authority structures
of their childhood and adolescent
years. I did it. Perhaps you did, too.
But as I’ve gotten older, I’ve come to
both appreciate the tremendous good
Christianity has brought to the world
and accept its inevitable shortcom-
ings as an institution made up of
flawed folks like me, just as I believe
many of today’s younger Christians
eventually will. Even so, I doubt that
fully explains why so many younger
Christians feel the way they do.

Along with the innate physical and
psychological tendencies that are al-
ways a part of how we respond to the
world around us, our perceptions are
formed through education and experi-
ence. From an educational standpoint,
many younger people do not possess
as strong a foundational understand-
ing of their faith tradition as their
parents and grandparents. This ap-
plies not just to younger American
Christians, but to those of other faiths
as well. As Boston University profes-
sor Stephen Prothro points out in his
book, “Religious Illiteracy,” most of
his students now know little about the
basics of not just other faiths, but their
own as well. And, of course, it is much
easier to – as comedian Steve Martin
once satirized in his classic
“Grandmother’s Song” – “criticize
things you don’t know about.”

As important as the issue of reli-
gious education is, though, my sense

is that the experience piece of the
perception formula is a more signifi-
cant factor for younger Christians. In
other words, their view of contempo-
rary Christianity is largely based on
the Christians they encounter, whether
it’s in their personal sphere or through
the many forms of media available to
them. That being the case, a certain
amount of skepticism and disillusion-
ment is understandable, because while
I have no idea what kind of experi-
ences younger Christians are having
in their personal lives, I do know that
my television, radio and computer
offer a steady diet of stories about
self-professed Christians and their
leaders saying things and acting in
ways which give others ample reason
to wonder whether this “faith thing”
is really worth it.

As someone who believes strongly
that this “faith thing” is very much
worth it, while the Barna Group’s find-
ings aren’t exactly cause for celebra-
tion, I am grateful to know about them.
I say that because the easiest thing to
do when it comes to our faith is “coast”
– become complacent – believe and
act as if we’re setting a perfectly good
example for others to follow, espe-
cially those in the generations coming
after us. The Barna Group, as far as I
can see, has done all of us a tremen-
dous favor. They have reminded us
that we must always be vigilant when
it comes to “practicing what we
preach.” We must do that because our
actions are, in the end, the only real
proof we have to offer the world of
why our religious faith matters, or
doesn’t. The Barna Group has re-
minded us that, whether we recognize
it or not, someone is watching – watch-
ing to see if we will be who we say we
are. Or maybe hoping we’ll be.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Dr. Boyea is senior min-
ister of the First Congregational
Church, 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.
Prior to entering the ministry, he spent
20 years as a college and secondary
school teacher, coach, counselor and
administrator.

‘Getting Through Things’ Has
Kept Senior Sharp and Active
FANWOOD – When you sit in

Stella Forster’s apartment at The
Chelsea at Fanwood, you’re not just
there with Stella. You’re there with
her three grown children, 10 grand-
children and six great-grandchildren.
Their pictures are everywhere – some
are photographs, some are oil por-
traits.

“I did that one,” she says, pointing
to a portrait of a boy and girl, two of
her grandchildren.

“I started painting and sculpting
when I retired at 65,” she says, mat-
ter-of-factly.

On her coffee table sits a book on
the life cycle of the Monarch butter-
fly – from egg to caterpillar to chrysa-
lis to the final stage of triumphant
beauty – a metaphor for Stella’s own
life.

“Lynn has made a garden for but-
terflies in her backyard,” Stella says,
speaking of her oldest daughter, Lynn
Bilman, who lives in Westfield. “The
Monarchs need milkweed to live.
There’s milkweed there.”

When the Monarch caterpillars
reach maturity this month, Stella,
91, will bring some to her apartment
in a small cage to share the miracle
of metamorphosis with fellow
Chelsea residents. As for her own
metamorphosis from war refugee to
successful American business-
woman, she appears to have no re-
grets.

“I’ve had a busy life, a happy life,”
she says with a gleam in her eyes. “I

had a wonderful childhood. My
mother taught me to be independent
and to get through things.”

Lessons on getting through things
would serve Stella well. Her early
life was influenced by Hitler’s Third
Reich, from the day she met her
husband-to-be. Stella Wagner was
17 when she met Hans Feingold at a
Jewish youth club in Vienna. They
were married on June 19, 1938, in a
secret ceremony in a hidden syna-
gogue. Thus, as the new Frau Stella
Feingold, she began her first major
test of getting through things.

“Feingold was my real name,” she
explains, “but I changed it. I picked
Forster because there were no other
Forsters that we knew of and be-
cause some linen I got as a gift had
an F on them. I hid my husband in
my apartment because at the time,
all the young men were disappear-
ing.”

After six months of living a double
life, she and her husband, who she
called John, took a stealthy train ride
to a German port. Luck was with
them. They weren’t stopped along
the way. They booked passage on a
boat to America.

There, a new chapter in her life –
businesswoman – was written. After
a short stint as a cashier at a restau-
rant on New York’s west side, Stella
went into business making leather
flowers to sell to Saks Fifth Avenue.
Leather flowers gave way to sewing
baskets and a flourishing business
across the street from the Empire
State Building.

John got work manufacturing har-
monicas, then at a Bulova watch
factory in Long Island City, Queens.

Today, Stella doesn’t have e-mail
or a cell phone. But she does watch
television.

“I like tennis,” she says.
Yes, she did play tennis in her

youth.
“And Ping-Pong. I have medals

for that.”
She lost John in 2001 after 64

years together.
“I always called him John, but his

stone says Hans Oskar Feingold.”
Stella does spend time looking

back on her remarkable life, but not
too much time.

“You have to look forward,” she
says with a smile.

Stella plays in a regular bridge
game at the Westfield Area “Y,” does
a video exercise routine twice a week
and socializes with her Chelsea
friends. Lynn lives just a couple of
miles away, and the rest of her very
large family is just a phone call away.

“In the last chapter in my life, I
want to contribute,” she says. “I want
to be there for my grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.”

LOVELY METAMORPHOSIS…Stella Forster, a resident of The Chelsea at
Fanwood, admires a Monarch butterfly in a photograph taken by her daughter,
Lynn Bilman of Westfield. The metamorphosis of the butterfly during its lifetime
reminds Mrs. Forster of her own journey from World War II refugee to successful
American businesswoman.
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GRAND RE-OPENING
OUR 8TH YEAR IN WESTFIELD

FREE AIR CARD
After Rebate

with new 2 Year
Activation

Blackberry Pearl
$9999

AFTER REBATE

$149.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN-REBATE WITH
NEW 2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN OF $79.99

Voyager
$14999

AFTER REBATE

$199.99 2-YR PRICE LESS
-$50 MAIL-IN REBATE WITH
2-YR AGREEMENT ON ANY
NATIONWIDE PLAN

Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for $59.99 BroadbandAccess Plan).  IMPORTANT
CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plan, rebate
form and credit approval.  Up to $175 early termination fee.   V CAST and VZ
Navigator: Add’l charges req’d.  V CAST Music and Song ID: V CAST Music
phone, airtime and per song charges req’d.  Offers and coverage, varying by
service, and handset, not available everywhere.  [Offer valid until July 31,
2008 while supplies last and only on any new 2 year activation.]  Network
details and coverage maps at vzw.com.  Offers & coverage, varying by service,
not available everywhere.  While supplies last.  Shipping charges may apply.
[Rebate takes up to 6 wks.]  2008 Verizon Wireless Authorized Retailer
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All Saints’ to Welcome Back
Russian Ensemble LYRA

SCOTCH PLAINS – LYRA, a vo-
cal ensemble from St. Petersburg in
Russia, will perform on Friday, Sep-
tember 19, at 8 p.m. at the All Saints’
Episcopal Church. This will mark
the third time that All Saints’ will
welcome LYRA musicians to the
church. The singers, two women and
three men, will offer a diverse pro-
gram reflecting Russia’s vast musi-

cal heritage.
Featured will be sacred songs from

the Russian Orthodox Church, lively
folk music (with appropriate cos-
tumes) and romantic pieces. Among
the composers whose music will be
sung are Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff,
Grethaninov and Stravinsky.

The singers of LYRA have all
trained at the world-renowned St.
Petersburg Conservatory. Through
their international choral concerts,
they share the culture and traditions
of Russia with those both familiar
and unfamiliar with their repertoire.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for children under 12. Tickets may
be purchased online at OvationTix –
reachable through a link on the All
Saints’ website, allsaints-spnj.org.
Space permitting, tickets also will
be available at the door the night of
the concert.

A pre-concert dinner (Russian cui-
sine) with the musicians is being
planned, at a cost of $10 per person.
Doors will open at 6 p.m., with din-
ner taking place at 6:30 p.m. To
make dinner reservations, or for more
information, call the church at (908)
322-8047. All Saints’ is located at
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains,
across from Park Middle School.

Calling all alumni...
did you attend classes at
UCJC, UJC, UC or UCC?
Don’t miss the Reunion at Union,
November 22, 2008. Call
908-709-7066 for information.

For information call
908-709-7518 or

Visit UCC online at
www.ucc.edu

CELEBRATING
75 YEARS OF

sUCCess

CELEBRATING
75 YEARS OF

sUCCess

• Choose from over 80 Programs of Study
or English as a Second Language

• Fall ‘08 Semester begins September 3
(register until September 9)

• Fall ‘08 Late Start classes begin September 16
(register until September 22)

• Transfer as a junior to prestigious
4-year colleges or universities

• Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or
weekends, or you can Learn from home with
Online or Telecourses

• Only $90 per credit for Union County residents

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

‘Project Healthy Bones’
To Begin September 4
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” will again offer “Project Healthy
Bones” this fall in Westfield and
Mountainside for men and women
who are at risk for or who have been
diagnosed with osteoporosis.

Classes in Westfield will be held
on Mondays and Thursdays, Sep-
tember 4 through December 20, from
10:15 to 11:15 a.m., and on Mon-
days from 6:15 to 7:15 p.m. They
will take place at the main “Y” facil-
ity, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Mountainside classes will
take place on Wednesdays from 10
to 11 a.m. at the borough municipal
building, located at 1385 Route 22.

The class starts with a 10-minute
interactive educational discussion,
followed by high intensity, low im-
pact strength training exercises with
small weights to improve or increase
strength, flexibility and balance.
Myriam Gabriel, a health educator
and Project Healthy Bones lead co-
ordinator, will facilitate the program
at both locations.

Members and non-members are
welcome to attend. Pre-registration
is required. For more information or
questions, call Jean White at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 246, or e-
mail jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

Bag Sales to Be Held
At Local Thrift Shop
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that end-of-
the-summer bag sales will take place
at its thrift shop beginning on Satur-
day, August 16.

Doors will open at 10 a.m. The
thrift shop is located at 1730 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains. All
shop proceeds are donated to local
charities.

Participants may fill a bag with
any merchandise that will fit, for $5
a bag, including all clothes, shoes,
purses, books, videos, toys and other
items. The bag sale will continue all
week until Friday, August 22.

The shop will then close for a
week and will reopen on Tuesday,
September 2, stocked with new fall
merchandise. Donations also will be
accepted during business hours.

The thrift shop is open on its regu-
lar schedule of Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. and Friday and Saturday from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more informa-
tion or directions to the store, call
(908) 322-5420.

Yard Sale to Benefit
Homeless Animals

SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will hold a
yard sale at its thrift shop on Satur-
day, August 16. Participants will re-
ceive 20 percent off their total bill
sale on all merchandise in the store
today, August 14, through Saturday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Members of the com-
munity donate all items sold in the
shop to benefit homeless animals.

The store is located at 1750 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains and is
open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
every day except Sunday and Mon-
day.

For more details, call (732) 388-
8930. Pets available for adoption  can
be viewed at bestfriend.petfinder.org.
Tax-deductible donations are always
welcome and can be mailed to: P.O.
Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

St. John the Apostle
Offers Healing Mass
CLARK/LINDEN – A Healing

Mass will take place on Wednesday,
August 20, at 7:45 p.m. at St. John
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church,
located at 1805 Penbrook Terrace in
Clark/Linden (on Valley Road in
Clark, off Stiles Street in Linden).

All who are in need of physical,
emotional, relational and spiritual
healing are invited to attend. Expo-
sition of the Blessed Sacrament, In-
dividual Eucharistic Blessing and
Benediction will all be part of this
event.

Participants are invited to stay for
refreshments following Mass. For
directions to St. John the Apostle
Church, individuals may access
sjanj.net or call (908) 486-6363.

Prayers to Be Offered
Seeking World Peace
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church will host an informal gather-
ing to pray for world peace on Thurs-
day, August 21, at 9 a.m. in the sanctu-
ary. The Reverend Darla Turlington,
senior pastor of First Baptist, will
lead the program. All are welcome.
The church is located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-2278.

JUST BEAUTIFUL…Arianna Caiola,
a fifth-grade Westfield resident, do-
nated nine inches of hair to Beautiful
Lengths on June 5 at VP Salon of
Westfield. Beautiful Lengths is a pro-
gram that benefits cancer patients who
have suffered hair loss. Pictured above
is Arianna with Dulce Esteves of VP
Salon.


