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PEDAL PUSHER… Julia Harbaugh,
15, of Westfield, recently completed a
cross-country bicycle trip from Savan-
nah, Ga., to Santa Monica, Calif. Julia
was the youngest of the 13 cyclists on
her trip, which lasted 40 days and cov-
ered 3,007 miles. See story on page 10.

WF Board of Adjustment
Re-Opens Savannah Case
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Last month the
Westfield Board of Adjustment denied
the application to extend a variance
four-and-a-half months to allow two
trailers and signage at 201 and 215
Prospect Street, the site of The Savan-
nah condominiums, because the appli-
cant, James Ward, was not in atten-
dance.

On Monday, the applicant came be-
fore the board with an attorney to state
they were not notified of the meeting
last month and so the board approved,
4 to 1, to re-open the case and hear it at
the next meeting, September 8.

Two Class D applications were
moved to September’s meeting since
only five board members were present
and this type of variance requires five
votes of approval. The board gave the
courtesy to the applicants to move their
cases to when seven members would be
present. 370 South Avenue East, a vari-
ance for the non-conforming use of the
property as a three-family dwelling and
547 Downer Street with variances for
additions and parking were resched-
uled.

William Byrne of 202 North Euclid
Avenue also had a Class D variance, but
decided to have his case heard this
month. The board approved his first
floor addition to rework the back of the
house to add a second full bath and
improve the kitchen because his hard-
ship was a pre-existing non-conform-
ing condition of a side yard setback that
is 1.2 feet less than the 10 feet required.
His plan maintains the side yard line as
it exists now.

The home of Charles Bergman at
621 Short Hill Court is unusual in that

it has two front yards. The front of the
house faces Short Hills Court and the
rear of the home faces Whittier Avenue,
which makes his desire to build a patio
off his rear deck a matter for the board
of adjustment. Rear yard patios are
typically allowed without a permit, but
since his backyard looks onto a street it
is considered a front yard in the munici-
pal land use law.

The board approved his eight-foot
long patio, which is 27 feet from the
property line along Whittier Avenue,
where 38 feet is required, because of
the unique position of the property.

Denied on Monday was an applica-
tion for a six-foot fence along a street
side yard, where four feet is the maxi-
mum, proposed by Robert Sloan of 373
Orenda Circle. He said his hardship
was the foxes, coyote and other wildlife
that has entered his property and he
wanted to keep his children and dog
safe by building a higher fence. He said
his yard is located on a bend, not a
corner, and he wanted to match and
connect the fence to his neighbors’ six-
foot fence.

“I don’t see the hardship,” said board
member Chris Masciale, who stepped
in as chairman since William Heinbokel
was absent.

“We are very limited on what we can
approve,” said board member Bill West.

The board approved four other addi-
tions.

Gilbert Engelke of 751 Prospect
Street was approved to expand his two-
and-a-half story home to three stories,
which is just under the 35-foot height
maximum requirement. However, the
property has a pre-existing, non-con-
forming condition of a short side yard

SWEET VIEW...Area girls took the soccer trip of a lifetime when they traveled to Brazil last month. Shown above, they ride
up to Sugar Loaf in Rio de Janiero. Alyssa Straniero from Scotch Plains collected 387 pairs of cleats and delivered them to
the underprivileged communities in Brazil.  The Central Jersey Stars (CJS), coached by Keith Hertell of Westfield and six
other adults, traveled to Brazil for a 12-day stay. See story on page 14 and goleader.com/photos.

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
ALL FIRED UP… The Union County Police held the annual Household Special
Hazardous Waste Collection Day on Saturday, August 9, at Union County
Vocational-Technical School in Scotch Plains. The ammunition pictured above
was one of the items for safe disposal from the county officers.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
INDEPENDENT CHOICE...Linden Mayor Richard Gerbounka holds a news
conference Monday on the steps of city hall to announce his endorsement of
Republican Senator John McCain for President. A life-long Democrat, Mr.
Gerbounka became an independent candidate for mayor in 2006 and upset the
Democratic Party establishment to win the mayoral seat.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Japan Accepts Defeat
At 6:10 p.m. EDT on August 14, 1945, The United States received word of Emperor Hirohito's surrender and declared Victory in Japan or V-J Day.VJ DAY

Towns Struggle to Administer New
Defined Workers Retirement Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – County and local govern-
ments are in the process of understand-
ing how a defined contribution retire-
ment plan (DCRP)for new employees,
as well as elected and appointed offi-
cials, will impact them.

The program affects state and local
officials elected or appointed as of July
1, 2007, and employees in the state’s
Public Employees Retirement System
(PERS) and the New Jersey Teachers’
Pension and Annuity Fund (TPAF) as
of July 1, 2007.

TPAF members are included if their

salaries are in excess of $102,000.
The Westfield school system does

not envision any impact from the new
legislation.

Spokesperson Lorre Korecky said,
“I don’t think it affects us because we
are in different plans,” noting employ-
ees are in 403(b) and 457 Retirement
Plans.

At the municipal level, positions that
are exempt from being forced into the
new defined contribution plan include
the certified health officer, tax assessor,
tax collector, municipal planner, chief
financial officer, registered municipal
clerk, construction code official, li-
censed uniform subcode inspector,
qualified purchasing agent and certi-
fied public works manager.

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association website, the new
system does not apply to members of
the TPAF, State Police Retirement Sys-
tem, Judicial Retirement System or the
Police and Firemen’s Retirement Sys-
tem.

When asked about state savings pro-
jections given the above exempted
employees and officials, Gloria
Montealegre, deputy press secretary
for Governor Jon Corzine, said the ad-
ministration projects billons of dollars
in savings by 2022.

“The savings [for towns] are pro-
spective. The package of reforms en-
acted by New Jersey in 2007 [pension
and health care combined], inclusive of
the DCRP, will save state and local
governments an estimated $6.2 billion
in the aggregate between now and
2022,” Ms. Montealegre told The
Westfield Leader.

State Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), the original sponsor of the

legislation creating the DCRP, pulled
his name off the bill after amendments
that he opposed were added. He also
disagreed with the state projections,
saying he did not see any “long-term
cost savings.”

He said, “The original bill was a
wonderful bill.” However, according to
the senator, “the savings in the amended
bill are really going to be insignificant.”

Mr. Scutari said the pension bill had
been “pecked away a little piece at a
time” by lobbyists.

He added, “The pension board is still
not up to speed on how to administer
this bill.”

State Treasury Department spokes-
man Tom Vincz said the DCRP and
PERS are “two completely different
systems, so comparisons are very awk-
ward.

“The state makes contributions on
behalf of all employees in the system,
irrespective of how long an individual
employee has been in the system. The
fund is funded by a macro combination
of employee contributions, employer
contributions and pension fund invest-
ment returns,” Mr. Vincz said. “The
amount of cash contributions is deter-
mined annually by the executive branch
and the Legislature, and deliberations
take into account an annual actuarial
assessment of the system.”

The new law, passed by Trenton law-
makers and signed by Governor Corzine
last year, will have no immediate im-
pact on Westfield municipal employ-
ees to date, according to Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea.

According to a resolution passed by
the Westfield council on August 5, the
positions of town administrator, engi-
neer, attorney, prosecutor, public de-
fender and municipal judge are eligible
for the DCRP. However, Mr. Gildea
said, the officials who currently hold
those posts, including himself, were in
PERS before July 1, 2007, and thus will
remain in PERS.

Mr. Gildea said only positions ap-
pointed directly by the mayor and town
council are eligible for the DCRP. Mr.
Gildea said no current town employees
would be eligible for the new program.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil discussed the issue at its meeting
Tuesday night.

Prior to the council’s approval, Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins told the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Approves $6.8
Million Municipal Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council approved an amended
2008 municipal budget on Tuesday,
which will see the borough spending
roughly $6.8 million in the coming
year.

The new budget will have a tax
impact of $177 per house assessed at
$100,000, which Council President
and Borough Finance Committee
Chairwoman Kathleen Villaggio
called “much better” than the initial
projected tax increase of $518. This
increase does not include the addi-
tional increases in property taxes
from the county and the school dis-
trict.

The size of the increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of the property tax
was dampened by a partial restora-
tion in the borough’s state aid and
controls over increased spending rec-
ommended by the finance commit-
tee. Along with this, the mayor and
council reduced their salaries in June.

“Most departments [budgets] were
reduced in one form or another,” said
Ms. Villaggio. “Maybe not by much,
but most of them were.”

During the workshop portion of
the meeting, Councilman Steve
Napolitano introduced a resolution
“urging that certain Union County
freeholders be elected by district.”
Presently, representatives on the nine-
member board are elected at-large.
Mr. Napolitano said that he would
like to see “at least four of the nine”
freeholders elected by district.

The resolution is similar to a mea-
sure introduced by Councilman An-
thony Sytko during the council’s last
meeting. Mr. Sykto said that he feels
the present system for electing free-
holders results in unequal represen-
tation from larger municipalities such
as Elizabeth and Linden as compared
to smaller communities such as
Garwood.

“It has nothing in my mind to do
with the politics,” said Mr. Sytko. “It

has everything to do with taxes.”
Mr. Sytko said that other towns in

the county have passed similar reso-
lutions. The council will vote on the
resolution at its next meeting.

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance relating to the
state’s new Defined Contribution
Retirement Program. Borough attor-
ney Robert Renaud said the ordi-
nance is necessary to comply with
Chapter 92, a law adopted by the state
legislature last year. Mr. Renaud said
this law moves certain public em-
ployees from Public Employees Re-
tirement System (PERS) into the
Defined Contribution Retirement
System.

The council had previously intro-
duced an ordinance to comply with
the state regulations, but the state had
updated the law since the borough
adopted the ordinance.

“The state made changes to the
policy after we adopted it,” Mayor
Dennis McCarthy said.

The prior ordinance was tabled and
the new ordinance will be voted on at
the council’s next meeting.

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident John Quattrocchi
addressed the council regarding a
number of issues, including the clean-
liness of North Avenue, the timing of
a traffic light on North Avenue and
truck traffic along side streets in the
borough.

Mr. McCarthy said that the council
would reach out to the state regarding
the issues on North Avenue since the
state is responsible for the road. Mr.
McCarthy did note that the borough
has inquired about the timing of the
traffic light in the past.

Garwood Police Captain Leonard
DiStefano said the department does
enforce laws regarding truck traffic
on side streets and that they would be
sure to look into the matter.

The mayor and council will not
meet again in August. The next meet-
ing of the council will be held on
September 9.

Towns Press Congressional Reps.
To Investigate Rising Electric Rates

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – With electricity costs ris-
ing, local towns are pressing Congress
to ensure appropriate federal supervi-
sion of electric rates.

Just last week, the Westfield town
council passed its version of a League
of Municipalities’ resolution, which
notes, “Local officials have seen the
impact of skyrocketing electricity costs
on local budgets, services and tax rates.”

According to Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea, one of the rea-
sons Westfield’s total utility costs have
not risen dramatically is because the
town has made strides to utilize more
cost-effective, energy-efficient lighting.

Light bulbs at town offices and on
streetlamps have been replaced by those
with high LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) ratings.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
looking into using solar panels; if suc-
cessful, Mr. Gildea said local schools
might take part next.

In terms of passing the resolution,
Mr. Gildea said the town wants to assist
the League of Municipalities and sup-
port more “competitive” electric rates.

According to the Energy Informa-
tion Administration, the official energy
statistics from the U.S. government, in
2006, PSE&G in New Jersey had an
average retail price of $11.65 per
kilowatthour. Year 2006 was the latest
available information.

On average, in 2006, a full-service
electricity provider in New Jersey had
an average residential price of $12.84
per kilowatthour, a 23.9 percent in-
crease over 1990, and a commercial
price of $11.65, a 30.3 percent increase
over 1990.

In 2002, prices had decreased to a
comparable rate seen in 1990 but
steadily climbed afterward.

While the higher price is attributable
to a number of factors, including in-
creased costs for material, labor and
fuel, a “significant additional factor
driving up retail electricity rates,” the
resolution states, is the high price utili-
ties must pay for the power they pur-
chase at wholesale.

In this area, PJM Interconnection,
LLC operates the wholesale market.
The Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC) in Washington, D.C.,
oversees PJM, and the resolution pushes
FERC to investigate the market.

Jon Moran, press agent at the League
of Municipalities, explained that a com-
pany such as PSE&G must bid on power
that is allocated through PJM.

“We are not critical of PSE&G. Our
concern, and the concern of the APPA
(American Public Power Association)
is the fact that one reason prices are
going up is a lack of oversight on the
part of PJM.”

Nick Braden, director of communi-
cations at APPA, located in Washing-
ton, D.C., told The Westfield Leader
that the APPA, a trade association that
represents the interests of publicly
owned electric utilities, believes that
PJM should “get out of the business of
administering these murky markets.”

He said many large operators are
reaping “gigantic” profits and not put-
ting the money into upgrading trans-
mission lines, etc.

Mr. Braden said the APPA goes state-
by-state talking to editorial boards and
attempting to get the word out.

“All we ask of FERC is that prices be
just and reasonable,” he said. Thus far,
FERC has refused to investigate the
market, he said. APPA is now asking
consumers and the government to pres-
sure FERC to act.

He said Westfield’s resolution is a
“microcosm” of what the APPA is try-
ing to do nationwide.

“FERC created these markets and
doesn’t want to admit something is
wrong with one of their creations. They
keep saying it’s the high cost of fuel
[that has led to prices going up].

“We’re saying, ‘that’s not the full
story.’ That’s part of it. You’re not hear-
ing how they’re making a hell of a lot of
money in these markets.”

He said when FERC created this
market, it also “deregulated” electricity
prices, allowing sellers to charge “what-
ever the market would bear” under the
theory that there would be effective
competition to protect customers from
excessive prices, as well as spur needed
investments in new power plants and
transmission lines.

This, according to APPA, has not
occurred.

Elise Caplan of APPA said FERC
has been “derelict” in its duty of regu-
lating the market.

Ms. Caplan also said the goal of the
APPA is making the market more “trans-
parent” to stop the current “shenani-
gans” from taking place.

PJM Interconnection Spokesperson
Ray Dotter emphasized that PJM is
regulated and that “there’s been no
wrong doing or manipulation that’s
been disclosed.”

He said, “Prices are higher because
costs are higher.” He said the biggest
component of higher prices is the cost
of fuel.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10
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Correction
A story published July 24 in The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
coverage of the July 16 Borough
Council meeting should have said
borough resident Marion Menzer
earns $3,244 per month not per quar-
ter as reported. She told the Fanwood
Borough Council her quarterly tax
bill is $3,217.

THE APPLE OF HER EYE… Katie Ciullo and daughter Emma Ciullo are shown
with a Westfield Apple from 1977. Katie was part of the last class to graduate from
Lincoln School before it closed down, and daughter Emma will be a part of the first
new kindergarten class to attend Lincoln. See story on page 5.

Wanted: Two Men
For Armed Robbery

Crimestoppers is offering a reward of
up to $5,000 for the arrest and indictment
of two men wanted in connection with an
armed robbery in Summit last month.

Just after 2:30 p.m. on July 25, two men
entered a landscaping business on Park
Avenue, said Sgt. Michael Rabasca of the
Summit Police Department.

One of the men brandished a handgun
and ordered employees into an office area
where they proceeded to tie up the vic-
tims. The men then stole several thou-
sands of dollars in cash.

The men are described as Hispanic in-
between the ages of 30 and 40-years-old,
Rabasca said.

Anyone with information may call the
Crimestoppers tip line at (908) 654-TIPS
(8477). All calls are strictly anonymous
and confidential.

People with information are also en-
couraged to contact the Summit Police
Department’s Detective bureau at (908)
273-0051.

Beth Budnick The Westfield Leader
TRIGGER WARNING...Union County Police Officers Lt. Richard Buschel, left,
and Steve Mykytka at the Union County Hazardous Waste Disposal on Saturday,
August 9, in Scotch Plains show ammunition received for disposal. The Union
County Police also received hazardous firecrackers, pool chemicals, fluorescent
light bulbs and mercury switches.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
SLICK PERFORMANCE...Members of STARS (Student Thespians Are Recre-
ating The Stage) performed a musical number from Grease last weekend at Alan
Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Wednesday, August 6, a resident of a
senior facility reported the theft of approxi-
mately $1,000 in cash from a wallet in his
room.

Friday, August 8, Lance Henry, 50, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
no-bail warrant from the Union County
Sheriff’s Department at the intersection of
South Avenue, East and South Elmer Street.
He was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, August 8, Ronald Villa, 30, of
Westfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop at Lamberts Mill and Raritan Roads on
a no-bail warrant from Rahway Municipal
Court. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Rahway Police Department.

Friday, August 8, Michelle Sarasti, 42, of
Clark was arrested at Westfield police head-
quarters on an outstanding contempt of
court warrant from Westfield. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting $455 bail.

Saturday, August 9, a Highland Avenue
resident reported a light post was broken at
the home.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the 500
block of Cumberland Street reported the
theft of a wallet and multiple credit cards
from an unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in the driveway.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the 100
block of North Euclid Avenue reported that
someone smashed out the rear window of
his motor vehicle.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the 400
block of Lawrence Avenue reported that
someone damaged exterior lights at the
home, causing approximately $500 in dam-
age.

Sunday, August 10, Armando Joseph
Derrico, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield contempt of court war-
rant. He was released after posting $99 bail.

Monday, August 11, Priscilla Reed, 26,
of Piscataway was arrested on the 600 block
of South Avenue, West on an outstanding
Plainfield contempt of court warrant. She
was released after posting $275 bail.

Monday, August 11, Gerardo Gallo, 25,
of Roselle Park was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at Stanley and Arlington Av-
enues on an outstanding Roselle Park con-
tempt of court warrant. He was released
after posting $120 bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 5, Shavonne B. Delaney,

26, of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, August 8, LTD C. Hannah, 30, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Plainfield warrant after police responded to
a report of suspicious activity on Herbert
Avenue. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 5, Chanel J. Anderson,

21, of Irvington was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after she was
pulled over for an obstruction of view of-
fense.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident reported
that her purse was stolen in England and
was reporting it to United States authorities
as well. According to police, the purse
contained, among other things, her wallet,
which contained her New Jersey driver’s
license, New York University identifica-
tion card, several credit cards, a St. Claire’s
Hospital identification, a debit card and
$200 in cash.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident of Dog-
wood Way reported that a raccoon, which
appeared to be ill, attacked her dog. Accord-
ing to police, she has not observed the
raccoon in the area again. The dog owner
stated that she had the dog examined by a
veterinarian and was advised to call authori-
ties if she saw the raccoon again, police said.

Tuesday, August 5, a woman returned a
wallet to police headquarters after she found
the wallet, which contained money, several
credit cards and identification, at a bank a
week before. According to police, the wal-
let owner’s identification was determined
and a message was left on his voicemail that
the wallet was being held at headquarters.

Wednesday, August 6, officers responded
to a call from a Route 22 theater that a utility
pole had caught fire and was dropping
sparks onto debris in the area, which was
causing fire. PSE&G was contacted and the
Mountainside Fire Department arrived,
police said.

Wednesday, August 6, officers responded
to a gas station on Route 22 concerning a
report that a motor vehicle traveling on the
highway had gone out of control and struck
the safety bar at the pumps. According to
police, the attendant was able to identify the
make of the car and get the license plate,
which was traced to a home in Westfield.
Westfield authorities were notified and were
able to locate the vehicle allegedly involved
in the crash parked in front of the house,
police said. The car in question had front-
end damage, authorities reported.

The owner of the vehicle, identified as
Christopher Cassett, 20, of Westfield was
asked to come out from inside the house by
Westfield police, as Mountainside officers
arrived at the scene. According to authori-
ties, Cassett admitted to the accident but
said he fled the scene because he was ner-
vous. Officers smelled alcohol on his breath
and administered sobriety tests, which
Cassett failed, police said.

According to authorities, he was arrested

and charged with driving under the influ-
ence (DUI). When authorities tried to place
handcuffs on the suspect, he became bellig-
erent, striking an officer in the head before
being restrained by three other officers,
police reported. Cassett continued to struggle
as several officers attempted to get him into
the back of a police vehicle, yelling terror-
istic threats at officers, authorities reported.

In addition to DUI, Cassett was charged
with aggravated assault, resisting arrest,
obstruction, careless driving, leaving the
scene of an accident and failure to report an
accident.

Friday, August 8, a resident of Long
Meadow reported that she gave a lighter to
her son’s homeless friend who lives in the
loft above the garage and, moments later,
heard an explosion from that area. Accord-
ing to police, an aerosol can had exploded in
the loft, causing smoke and some fire dam-
age to the floor. The homeless tenant fled
the scene and was not located, police said.

Friday, August 8, a Cherry Hill Road
resident reported that a white male, ap-
proximately 6 feet and 2 inches tall, with
short reddish blond hair, came to her door
and sold her magazine subscriptions in the
amount of $206, for which she paid him in
cash and by check.

According to police, the homeowner was
not sure if the salesman was a licensed
vendor, but a search of the area revealed
nothing.

Friday, August 8, Marcos A. Espaillat,
25, of Edison was arrested for allegedly
driving an unregistered vehicle with a sus-
pended license, after a motor vehicle stop
on Summit Road.

Saturday, August 9, James Schoenknecht,
21, of Mountainside was arrested at
Mountainside police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield contempt of court
warrant. He was released after posting $560
bail.

Sunday, August 10, William J.
O’Sullivan, 20, of Mountainside was ar-
rested at police headquarters during an in-
terview regarding a motor vehicle accident
that occurred in Springfield. According to
authorities, he was charged with providing
police with false information and on war-
rants out of Berkeley Heights in the amount
of $275, Cranford in the amount of $750,
Garwood in the amount of $89 and Westfield
in the amount of $1,000.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, August 6, Jacquil Washing-

ton, 19, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant.

Thursday, August 7, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone did approxi-
mately $75 worth of damage to her mail-
box.

Thursday, August 7, police responded to
Front Street on a report of a hit and run.
According to police, the victim reported
that someone struck the rear of his motor
vehicle while it was illegally parked.

Thursday, August 7, Eugene Owens, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Thursday, August 7, Albert Alfredo, 21,
and Amlicar Santiago, 19, both of Plainfield,
were arrested and charged with possession
of a loaded handgun. According to police,
the motor vehicle in which the pair was
traveling was stopped for a motor vehicle
violation, and the handgun was observed
between the two. They were processed,
released and transported to the Union County
jail after they were unable to make bail.

Thursday, August 7, Cortney Ramey,
18, of Brick was arrested and charged with
DWI after being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation, at which time officers smelled
alcohol in the vehicle. According to police,
Ramey was processed and released.

Saturday, August 9, John Checcio, 51, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Sunday, August 10, Krystalda Andrews,
22, of Hillcrest was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, she
was processed and released.

Sunday, August 10, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone entered his
motor vehicle and removed his steering
wheel, valued at approximately $200.

WESTFIELD – Julia Harbaugh, a
rising sophomore at Westfield High
School, recently completed a bicycle
trip across the country. After wetting
her wheel in the Atlantic Ocean in
Savannah, Ga., on June 22, Julia cleaned
the grime of the 3,007 mile trip in the
Pacific Ocean at Santa Monica, Calif.,
at approximately 1 p.m. Pacific Day-
light Time on August 1.

Julia, the youngest of the 13 cyclists
and one of the four girls to complete the
epic journey, arrived elated and in good
spirits. The cycling group was greeted
by enthusiastic friends and relatives,
including Julia’s great aunt, Joan
Harbaugh Riese, a resident of Fallbrook,
Calif.

During the 40-day trip, Julia and her
companions carried the necessary food,

WHS Student Completes
Cross-Country Bike Trip

clothing and tents in the panniers
mounted over the rear wheel of their
bikes. They were accompanied by two
young adult employees of Overland
Tours, who provided supervision and
guidance.

Distances covered per day ranged up
to the 115-mile journey from Parker,
Ariz., to Twenty-Nine Palms, Calif.

Julia decided on the trip by “just
looking through the [tour group’s]
magazine… I decided I wanted to bike
across the country,” she said.

“I didn’t have any biking experience
besides going around the block when I
was little,” she said, but noted she did
train for the 3,000 mile expedition by
following the training guidelines sent
out by her group leaders in March.

The toughest parts of the trip for Julia
were biking through the desert, which
she described as “really, really tough
— it was 127 degrees.”

The cycling trip was designed for
ninth to 12th graders by Overland. The
trip is rated a “10,” the most difficult on
their 1 to 10 scale.

The trip provided the young par-
ticipants with a view of the diver-
sity of America, its people and ter-
rain. Some towns provided police
and fire department escorts through
their communities, as in Union,
Miss., where the cyclists were also
given a potluck dinner and an
evening of swimming in the com-
munity pool.

Julia, who celebrated her fifteenth
birthday during the trip, is the daughter
of Mark and Elizabeth Harbaugh of
Westfield. She returned home (by air)
on Sunday, August 3.

Julia encouraged others to likewise
push themselves in such journeys, but
added, “Make sure to find friends for
the trip, and know it’s a big, big chal-
lenge ahead of you.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Defined Contribution Plan
council at its conference meeting Tues-
day that it had been difficult for local
officials to get definitive information
from state officials on how the new
program is supposed to be operated.

Mr. Atkins told the council on Tues-
day that “my gut tells me that [next
year’s council] will be dealing with this
again” as state officials continue to
issue further regulations.

Fanwood Municipal Clerk Eleanor
McGovern said the borough council
has passed an ordinance as required by
the state. Garwood’s council also ad-
dressed the matter Tuesday night.

Under the new DCRP system, em-
ployees will contribute 5.5 percent of
the base salary into the system while
the state, county or local government
provides a 3 percent match. The mini-
mum salary for elected or appointed
officials to join the defined contribu-
tion program is $1,500.

Unlike the pension system – in which
officials must work 10 years before re-
ceiving matching funds from an em-
ployer, a system known as vesting –
members of the DCRP are vested imme-
diately and can collect matching money.

The sponsor of the legislation, former
Democratic Senator Ellen Karcher of
Monmouth County, was quoted in a
2007 press release saying, “We cannot
afford Cadillac benefits on a Chevy
budget.”

She said the bill was aimed at crack-
ing down on pension boosting.

The New Jersey League of Munici-
palities, which initially opposed the
legislation, told its members in an on-
line letter that its biggest concern was
over those towns that “employ an attor-
ney on a full-time basis with a fixed
salary, as opposed to the professional
contract provision. We believe full-time
positions will continue in PERS, but it
is clear that all professional contractors
are excluded from membership in PERS
as of January 1, 2008.”

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association website, “A person
who is employed or appointed in the
regular or normal course of employ-
ment or appointment procedures will
not be a participant in the DCRP. It
would appear that this broad exclusion
precludes the application of the plan to
most, if not all, school employees.”

Mountainside Teen Dies
In Route 22 Car Accident

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A 16-year-
old Mountainside driver died Tuesday
from injuries sustained in a one-car
accident on Route 22 in Springfield
early Sunday. The accident occurred
adjacent to the AutoLand complex in
the eastbound lanes.

Although authorities would not re-
lease the victim’s name, family friends
contacted by The Westfield Leader iden-
tified the teenager as Timothy Black,
Jr., and said he attended Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights the past two years.

“We have heard the name being talked
about, and we can’t dispute that,” said
John Holl, a spokesman for the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Timothy, the car’s only occupant,
was not wearing a seat belt, according
to Springfield police. He died at Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark.

Sergeant Ed McNany of the Spring-
field Police Department would not re-
lease further information, saying it was
“a juvenile matter.”

“We’re in the process of reviewing
the information with the (Union County)
prosecutor’s office,” he said.

As of press time, the prosecutor’s
office, after reviewing the accident,
turned the case back over to Springfield
Police.

Mountainside Police Captain Rich-
ard Osieja said his department was
called in to notify the driver’s grand-
mother, who was at home at the time of
the accident. He also said his depart-
ment has no further role unless the
investigation warrants its involvement.

According to the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission, a 16-year-old may
drive under a “supervised driving pe-

riod” which includes “no driving be-
tween 11:01 p.m. and 5 a.m.” The acci-
dent occurred at 2:30 a.m. The rules
also stipulate that drivers must be ac-
companied by an adult driver at least 21
years of age.

According to family friends, the
Higgins & Bonner Funeral Home, lo-
cated Springfield Avenue in Westfield,
is handling funeral arrangements.

Services will be held at Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside. Dates and times were
not available as of press time.

In New Jersey, he said the use of
electricity continues to grow. With high
demand and limited supply, the price
has shot up.

Mr. Dotter said the market is “very
closely regulated” and that “a fair sys-
tem is in place. Prices are going up.
That’s a fact of life.”

He said while New Jersey does need
more power plants, an increase in the
number of plants would raise the price
of electricity.

“New power plants would cost more.
Steel, concrete, copper, generators and
turbines are expensive,” Mr. Dotter said,
“and we’re in competition with the rest
of the world for pieces.”

One solution posed by Mr. Dotter is
increased conservation; however, he
said it is not happening because people
believe “somebody else ought to do it
[instead of acting on their own].”

He said while some generators are
making money, “they are improving
and maintaining their plants and adding
pollution-control devices.”

He did note that they are “aware of
the concern over rising prices and want
to work with states to come up with
solutions.”

Olga Alvarez, the press secretary for
Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ), told
The Leader that the senator has received
the resolution and “believes PJM has
instituted a pricing model that increases
prices for everyone.”

She said he “intends to pursue
[deregulation] vigorously in the next
Congress. PJM has to be held
accountable and needs to treat New
Jersey citizens fairly.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Muhlenberg Closing Adds
To Unemployment Hike in UC

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – As of August 6, 300
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter employees did not have jobs. This
comes at a time when Union County’s
unemployment rate rose to 5.6 per-
cent in June (latest available), 1.1
percent higher than the average rate
for 2007.

Comparing it to the national and
state average for June, Union County
has slightly more out-of-work em-
ployees.

Tom Casey, vice president of pub-
lic relations for Solaris Health Sys-
tems, said to The Westfield Leader
July 31, “We found positions for
roughly 650 employees mainly at JFK
Medical.” Some, he said, have taken
jobs at Solaris’ nursing facilities and
other health service centers in
Middlesex County.

He said 450 employees had resigned
prior to the letter Nancy Fiamingo,
senior vice president and chief operat-

ing officer for Muhlenberg, submitted
to workers July 29, notifying them of
the date the hospital would close. Of
those who resigned, some took jobs at
Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth as men-
tal health and psychology profession-
als, some went on to jobs elsewhere,
and some retired.

John Oatis, Fanwood volunteer res-
cue squad president, told The Leader
that most of the doctors have moved
from Muhlenberg.

Last Thursday, approximately 15
patients remained at Muhlenberg, and
the hospital planned to move them the
following day, according to Barbara
Germinder, a volunteer at the medical
center. Thursday was the last day for
all volunteers. She said she did not
have another volunteer post lined up
yet but planned to find a position after
the end of the year, once the holidays
pass.

The hospital halls were virtually
empty, no one was sitting in the wait-
ing room on the third floor, and three
nurses manned the nursing station on
the third floor last Thursday after-
noon.

Most employees of the Plainfield
medical center come from Union,
Somerset and Middlesex counties, ac-
cording to Mr. Casey. He did not have
information about the number of dis-
placed employees from each town or
city. Of the people unemployed due to
the closing of Muhlenberg are a mix of
professional staff, including secretar-
ies, clerks, clinical staff and service
workers, such as food service and
housekeeping.

About five employees of
Muhlenberg were asked to comment,
last Thursday, on their career plans
once the hospital closes, but no one
wished to talk to the press. Adminis-
tration declined to speak to the press as
well.

A severance package was offered to
those who did not take a job in the
Solaris health system. Mr. Casey would
not disclose specific details of the pack-
age but said the severance is in corre-
lation with their position’s rate of pay
and length of service to Muhlenberg.
In compliance with state law, employ-
ees and their eligible dependents are
entitled to receive medical coverage
through COBRA, paid by the benefi-
ciary.

Mr. Casey did not have cost infor-
mation. According to the state’s Divi-
sion of Pension and Benefits website,
the COBRA monthly payment is the
“full group rate plus a 2 percent ad-
ministration fee.”

Of the 650 people who stayed with
Solaris, 200 to 250 employees will be
on-site at Muhlenberg’s satellite emer-
gency department to provide services.
Diagnostic imaging, lab employees,
dialysis, home care and medical
records are also on the premises.

The school of nursing adjacent to
the hospital is unchanged at 300-plus
students per year, according to Mr.
Casey. The students will continue to
attend classroom lectures and rotate
through other acute-care facilities, in-
cluding JFK and Overlook hospitals.

setback of 5.11 feet where 10 feet is
required.

Board member Mark Doherty ques-
tioned the owner about the height,
later saying the undersized 50-foot lot,
where 60 feet is normal, is too small
for a house of the height proposed. Mr.
Masciale said he thought the design
was appealing, saying it is not a
“block,” as new construction can look
like.

“It is in design with the old Victo-
rian house,” said board member
Maryalice Ryan.

Another application the board saw
as steering away from the “box” look
was from Tina Gargiulo and Stephen
Dombroski of 1010 Coolidge Street.
They were permitted to build a second
story addition on their 1950’s split-

level home in an R-6 zone to add a
fourth bedroom and a bathroom and
raise the height of the current master
bedroom, which is currently seven feet
at the peak.

The plans are to make the home 30
feet, nine inches high at the maximum
height. The variance was for a side
yard setback of 8.39 feet.

Lynn and Richard Mayer of 319
Orenda Circle will construct a two-
story addition at the back of the house
to accommodate an upstairs guest room.

In 2006, the board denied an expan-
sion to the house of Luis and Elizabeth
Vilarin of 430 Everson Place and were
suggested they come back with al-
tered plans. This time the couple was
approved to build a second story addi-
tion, which will go above the screened
in porch in the rear. The foundation
under the porch will be reconstructed
to support the addition and the porch
will be made into indoor space.

Liz Duffy of 106 Dickson Road
started her case and will reconvene in
September with revised plans after the
board had an issue with plans to repo-
sition the garage to the front of the
house because it jutted out. In the
drawings, the garage protrudes from
the house, a design that was intended
to later accommodate an attachment
to a front porch she wants to build.

DPW to Begin Work
At Summit and Arthur

WESTFIELD — The Department
of Public Works will begin the instal-
lation of a temporary curbed round-
about, or center island, with striped
approach islands, this Monday, Au-
gust 18, at the intersection of Summit
Court and Arthur Place.

Construction is expected to take three
days to complete, weather permitting.

The work follows recommenda-
tions from the Westfield Citizens’
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee.
The committee said its goal was to
improve traffic and pedestrian safety
throughout the town.

The installation of this temporary
feature is designed to address these
concerns expressed by residents in
the area at community outreach meet-
ings held over the last year.

Anyone with questions or who
would like additional information
should contact Assistant Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon at (908) 789-
4100, extension 4606.

Change a Light,
Change the World

CRANFORD – The Cranford En-
vironmental Commission will par-
ticipate in the New Jersey Clean En-
ergy Program, which seeks to save
energy and help protect the environ-
ment.

Residents can stop by the Cranford
Post Office, located at 3 Miln Street,
this Saturday, August 16, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. to receive a free Energy
Star-qualified light bulb.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Muhlenberg Closing Adds to
Increased NJ Unemployment

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – As of August 6, 300 of
Muhlenberg Regional Medical
Center’s employees did not have a
job to go to. This comes at a time
when Union County’s unemployment
rate rose to 5.6 percent in June (latest
available), 1.1 percent higher than
the average rate for 2007. Compared
to the national and state average for
June, Union County has slightly more
out-of-work employees.

Tom Casey, vice president of pub-
lic relations for Solaris Health Sys-
tems, said to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times July 31, “We found
positions for roughly 650 employees
mainly at JFK medical.” Some, he
said, have taken jobs at Solaris’ nurs-
ing facilities and other health service
centers in Middlesex County.

He said 450 employees had resigned
prior to the letter Nancy Fiamingo,
senior vice president and chief operat-
ing officer for Muhlenberg, submitted
to workers July 29, notifying them of
the date the hospital would close. Of
those that resigned, some took jobs at
Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth as men-
tal health and psychology profession-
als, some went on to jobs elsewhere
and some retired.

John Oatis, Fanwood volunteer res-
cue squad president, told The Times
that most of the doctors have moved
from Muhlenberg.

Last Thursday, approximately 15
patients remained at Muhlenberg, and
the hospital planned to move them
the following day, according to Bar-
bara Germinder, a volunteer at the
medical center. Thursday was the last
day for all volunteers. She said she
did not have another volunteer post
lined up yet, but planned to find a
position after the end of the year,
once the holidays pass.

The hospital halls were virtually
empty, no one was sitting in the wait-
ing room on the third floor, and three
nurses manned the nursing station on
the third floor last Thursday after-
noon.

Most employees of the Plainfield
medical center come from Union,
Somerset and Middlesex counties,
according to Mr. Casey. He did not
have information about the number of
displaced employees from each town
or city. Of the people unemployed due
to the closing of Muhlenberg are a mix
of professional staff, such as secretar-
ies and clerks, clinical staff, and ser-
vice workers, such as food service and
housekeeping.

About five employees of
Muhlenberg were asked to comment,
last Thursday, on their career plans
once the hospital closes. No one
wished to talk to the press. Adminis-
tration declined to speak to the press
as well. Security personnel escorted
The Times reporter off the premises
after approximately five minutes on-
campus.

A severance package was offered
to those who did not take a job in the
Solaris health system. Mr. Casey
would not disclose specific details of
the package, but said the severance is
in correlation with their position’s
rate of pay and length of service to
Muhlenberg. In compliance with state
law, each employee and their eligible
dependents are entitled to receive
medical coverage through COBRA,
paid by the beneficiary.

Mr. Casey did not have cost infor-
mation. According to the state’s Divi-
sion of Pension and Benefits website,
the COBRA monthly payment is the
“full group rate plus a 2 percent ad-
ministration fee.”

Of the 650 people that stayed with
Solaris, 200 to 250 employees will be
on-site at Muhlenberg’s satellite emer-
gency department to provide services.
Diagnostic imaging, lab employees,
dialysis, home care and medical
records are also on the premises.

The school of nursing adjacent to
the hospital is unchanged at 300-plus
students per year, according to Mr.
Casey. The students will continue to
attend classroom lectures and rotate
through other acute care facilities, in-
cluding JFK and Overlook hospitals.

SWEET VIEW...Area girls take the soccer trip of a lifetime in traveling to Brazil last month. Shown above, they ride up to
Sugar Loaf in Rio de Janiero. Alyssa Straniero from Scotch Plains collected 387 pairs of cleats and delivered to them to the
poor of Brazil.  The Central Jersey Stars (CJS), coached by Keith Hertell of Westfield and six other adults, traveled to Brazil
for a 12-day stay. See story on page 14 and goleader.com/photos.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
INDEPENDENT CHOICE...Linden Mayor Richard Gerbounka holds a news
conference Monday on the steps of city hall to announce his endorsement of
Republican Senator John McCain for President. A life-long Democrat, Mr.
Gerbounka became an independent candidate for mayor in 2006 and upset the
Democrat party establishment to win the mayoral seat.

Fred Rossi for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SLICK PERFORMANCE...Members of STARS (Student Thespians Are Recre-
ating The Stage) performed a musical number from ‘Grease’ last weekend at Alan
Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

Japan Accepts Defeat
At 6:10 p.m. EDT on August 14, 1945, The United States received word of Emperor Hirohito's surrender and declared Victory in Japan or V-J Day.VJ DAY

Ted Ritter for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FANWOOD LAYOFFS...PBA Local 123 President Phil Ugoni addresses the
mayor and council at their regular monthly meeting Tuesday night. Seated at left
are Mayor Colleen Mahr and Councilman David Valian.

New Manager Introduced;
Scotch Plains OK’s Contracts

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS— At what
Mayor Martin Marks called “a mo-
mentous occasion” and “a momen-
tous township council meeting,”
Michael Capabianco was formally
introduced on Tuesday night as the
next township manager, succeeding
Thomas Atkins, who is retiring at the
end of this month after 28 years of
running the day-to-day operations of
the municipal government.

Mr. Capabianco will begin work
next Monday, allowing for two weeks
of overlap with Mr. Atkins before Mr.
Atkins leaves his position. In intro-
ducing the resolution appointing Mr.
Capabianco to his position, Deputy
Mayor Nancy Malool said at the
council’s regular meeting that she
was “optimistic [Mr. Capabianco] will

serve Scotch Plains and its residents
well.” Echoing remarks made last
week, Mayor Marks said that, in Mr.
Capabianco, “we potentially have a
new Tom Atkins.” He called the new
township manager “a very bright guy”
and “very personable.”

In brief remarks, Mr. Capabianco,
who is 31 years old, called Scotch
Plains “one of the best towns in New
Jersey.” From May 2007, he was the
shared services coordinator for the
Hunterdon County Chamber of Com-
merce. Prior to that, he was borough
manager for two years in Folcroft, Pa.
and served as assistant director of
municipal planning for nearly four
years in Norristown, Pa. Mr.
Capabianco acknowledged that he has
“big shoes to fill,” calling Mr. Atkins’
tenure “an incredible amount of time.”

The mayor said Mr. Capabianco
will be formally sworn in at the
council’s September 9 meeting and
that the governing body will take
time to formally honor Mr. Atkins at
its September 23 meeting.

In other business, the council ap-
proved three ordinances setting sala-
ries and salary ranges for police de-
partment personnel as well as public
works, recreation and other township
employees.

The police department’s multi-year
contract, which covers all personnel
with powers of arrest except for Po-
lice Chief Brian Mahoney, is set to
expire at the end of this year, and the
PBA requested and received a one-
year extension through 2009 with the
same salary increase as in 2008. The
average salary increase next year will
be about 3.52 percent.

The contract with the Scotch Plains
Public Works and Recreation Asso-
ciation, which encompasses skilled
blue-collar employees, sets out a sal-
ary increase schedule for about 16
separate job titles through mid-2010.
A third salary ordinance approved
covers library and several other job

titles includes a salary range for the
yet-to-be-hired manager of the new
special improvement district.

The council also approved a
$38,960 purchase of a workman
sprayer for the maintenance of the
golf course at Scotch Hills Country
Club. The council also approved the
purchase of several pieces of equip-
ment for the Public Works and Recre-
ation Departments, including five
pick-up trucks, another vehicle and
several pieces of related equipment
for those vehicles. The six vehicles
are being purchased through the
Morris County Co-Op in which mu-
nicipalities can purchase such items
at a reduced rate.

A resolution was also approved
appointing Craig Clark as a Class IV
member of the planning board through
December 31, 2010 and Greg
Giardiello and Ted Spera as alternate
members of the board through the
end of 2009 and 2008, respectively.

Correction
A story published July 24 in The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
coverage of the July 16 Borough
Council meeting should have said
borough resident Marion Menzer
earns $3,244 per month not per quar-
ter as reported. She told the Fanwood
Borough Council her quarterly tax
bill is $3,217.

FSP Rotary Club
Donates to CERT

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD –
The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club donated $250 at its August 6
meeting to the Fanwood Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT)
toward the purchase of a laptop com-
puter, which will assist with training
and support to first responders.

The FSP Rotary Club is celebrat-
ing 70 years of service to the commu-
nities this year.

Fanwood Mayor Mahr Says
State Will Force Towns to Merge

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — Budget issues, par-
ticularly the impending layoffs of a
police officer and two other borough
employees, were once again front-
and-center at Tuesday’s mayor and
council meeting.

Resident David Clawson, who also
owns a local gas station, asked the
governing body how much it would
cost “per household to keep a police
officer on the job in Fanwood.”

While borough officials promised
to provide that figure before the
amended municipal budget is adopted
at a public hearing next Wednesday,
Mayor Colleen Mahr emphasized,
“The exercise here [during the bud-

get process] has been how to perma-
nently reduce the cost of running this
town.”

Former councilman Jack Molenaar
urged the governing body to make
additional “permanent cuts.”

“Look at anything to save us money;
this is about more efficient govern-
ment,” Mr. Molenaar said.

Local police union delegate Ron
Greco told the governing body “ev-
erything should have been cut first
before putting people on the unem-
ployment line.”

PBA Local 123 President Phil
Ugoni asked for further clarification
on the impact of $600,000 in reduc-
tions made since the $8 million mu-
nicipal budget was introduced.

“Personnel reductions will [save]
about $137,000 going into next year,”
Mayor Mahr said.

Later, during council comments,
Mayor Mahr said, “It has pained me
that we have to lay-off anyone in this
town.”

“The PBA has tried to put a lot of
this at my feet and my feet alone;
there is a full council up here,” said
Mayor Mahr.

The mayor also said the state is
going to “force mergers on towns like
us;” she predicted that municipalities
will be told they “will lose additional
aid” if they don’t merge or share ser-
vices.

“What we’re dealt here is not a nice
hand,” Mayor Mahr continued. “Our
one goal in mind is to try to reduce the
tax burden on the residents of
Fanwood, not to hurt the PBA or
anyone else in this community.”

“There’s nobody on this council
who ran to get elected and [lay-off
employees],” Councilman David
Valian said.

Council President Joan Wheeler
said, “We’re looking at the commu-
nity as a whole, not any one depart-
ment or individual.”

“It’s not about this [budget] year;
it’s about 10 and 20 and 30 years from
now,” agreed Councilwoman Donna
Dolce.

In other business, the governing
body approved on second reading an
ordinance that changes the borough’s
curbside bulk trash pickup to a paid
service requiring a permit.

Councilwoman Dolce said an in-
formational “mailer” is now being
prepared and will be sent to all resi-
dents by the end of the month.

Residents will now pay $65 for a
permit allowing the curbside pickup
of up to 750 pounds of junk. Ms.
Dolce said neighbors can team up to
buy a single permit and pool their
trash to equal the weight limit.

Councilwoman Dolce said the
change to a fee-based service was
done “to help reduce taxes, recogniz-
ing that not everyone has taken ad-
vantage of this program [in the past].”
She also said the fee is “consistent”
with other nearby towns.

“Congratulations on having the guts
to do this; I’m glad that you saw the
light,” said resident and former coun-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Council Reviews Positions
For New Retirement System

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times of Scotch Plains-Fanwood

SCOTCH PLAINS —The town-
ship council this week passed a reso-
lution that sets out municipal job titles
that are eligible to participate in a new
state-established defined contribution
retirement program.

Two months ago, the state asked
municipalities to formalize which
positions and job titles would be en-
rolled in the new program, which is
similar to a 401(k) retirement pro-
gram found in many private sector
companies and is separate from the
state’s Public Employee Retirement
System (PERS). Prior to the council’s
approval, Township Manager Tho-
mas Atkins told the council at its
conference meeting Tuesday that it
had been difficult for local officials to
get definitive information from state
officials on how the new program is
supposed to be operated.

The resolution approved by the
council calls for the township man-
ager, the court administrator, the po-
lice and fire chiefs, the recreation
department director, the township at-
torney and assistant attorney, the at-
torneys for the planning board and
zoning board, the township engineer,
and the municipal prosecutor and
judge to be eligible for participation
in the defined contribution program.
If anyone was serving in one of these
positions and was an active partici-
pant in PERS (the state’s Public Em-
ployees Retirement System) on July
1, 2007 or had been appointed via a
promotion or had been appointed on a
temporary or interim basis, they may
not be required to join the defined
contribution program. If anyone serv-
ing in these positions has a breach in
employment service, then they will
automatically be placed into the new

retirement program.
Several position are exempt from

the program, including certified health
officer, tax collector, chief financial
officer, construction code official, tax
assessor; registered municipal clerk,
licensed uniform subcode inspector,
and public works director.

Mr. Atkins told the council on Tues-
day that “my gut tells me that [next
year’s council] will be dealing with
this again” as state officials continue
to issue further regulations.

In other business at the council’s
conference meeting, Councilwoman
Paulette Coronato, a liaison to the
shared services committee with
Fanwood and the board of education,
said that the group, at its August 8
meeting, discussed a reverse 911 sys-
tem in which authorities can contact
residents in the event of an emer-
gency. The Fanwood Borough Coun-
cil and the board of education have
shown interest in the system, and
Mrs. Coronato said a more formal
presentation would soon be made to
the board and the two councils. She
said the system is “very affordable
and could be a worthwhile endeavor.”

Mrs. Coronato also said open space
grant funds may be available from the
county, and the shared services group
discussed possible projects that might
be funded, including field renova-
tions at Terrill Middle School and
general improvements to Brookside
Park and to the tennis courts at Green
Forest Park.

Another item discussed, according
to Mrs. Coronato, was a lightning
warning system for parks, ballfields
and other open spaces. Several parks
in Westfield as well as Shackamaxon
Country Club have similar warning
sirens to alert sports teams and others
of an impending lightning storm.
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POLICE BLOTTER

NELSON C. ESPELAND,
LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
SCOTCH PLAINS
nelson@allstate.com

If you’re a safe driver, I can help you
save up to 25%. Call me today.

Discount and insurance subject to availability and qualifications. Discount amount may be lower and applies to most major
coverages.Allstate New Jersey Property and Casualty Insurance Company, Home Office, Bridgewater, NJ ©2006 Allstate
Insurance Company.
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Westfield
Wednesday, August 6, a resident of a

senior facility reported the theft of ap-
proximately $1,000 in cash from a wal-
let in his room.

Friday, August 8, Lance Henry, 50, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing no-bail warrant from the Union
County Sheriff’s Department at the in-
tersection of South Avenue, East and
South Elmer Street. He was processed
and turned over to the Union County
Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, August 8, Ronald Villa, 30, of
Westfield was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at Lamberts Mill and Raritan
Roads on a no-bail warrant from Rahway
Municipal Court. He was transported to
Westfield police headquarters, processed
and turned over to the Rahway Police
Department.

Friday, August 8, Michelle Sarasti,
42, of Clark was arrested at Westfield
police headquarters on an outstanding
contempt of court warrant from
Westfield. She was processed and re-
leased after posting $455 bail.

Saturday, August 9, a Highland Av-
enue resident reported a light post was
broken at the home.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the
500 block of Cumberland Street reported
the theft of a wallet and multiple credit
cards from an unlocked motor vehicle,
which was parked in the driveway.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the
100 block of North Euclid Avenue re-
ported that someone smashed out the
rear window of his motor vehicle.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the
400 block of Lawrence Avenue reported
that someone damaged exterior lights at
the home, causing approximately $500
in damage.

Sunday, August 10, Armando Joseph
Derrico, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield contempt of court
warrant. He was released after posting
$99 bail.

Monday, August 11, Priscilla Reed,
26, of Piscataway was arrested on the
600 block of South Avenue, West on an
outstanding Plainfield contempt of court
warrant. She was released after posting
$275 bail.

Monday, August 11, Gerardo Gallo,
25, of Roselle Park was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop at Stanley and Ar-
lington Avenues on an outstanding
Roselle Park contempt of court warrant.
He was released after posting $120 bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 5, Shavonne B.

Delaney, 26, of Newark was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant. According
to police, she was processed and re-
leased.

Friday, August 8, LTD C. Hannah, 30,
of Plainfield was arrested on an out-
standing Plainfield warrant after police
responded to a report of suspicious ac-
tivity on Herbert Avenue. According to
police, he was processed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 5, Chanel J. Ander-

son, 21, of Irvington was arrested for
driving with a suspended license after
she was pulled over for an obstruction of
view offense.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident reported
that her purse was stolen in England and
was reporting it to United States au-
thorities as well. According to police,
the purse contained, among other things,
her wallet, which contained her New
Jersey driver’s license, New York Uni-
versity identification card, several credit
cards, a St. Claire’s Hospital identifica-
tion, a debit card and $200 in cash.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident of Dog-
wood Way reported that a raccoon, which
appeared to be ill, attacked her dog.
According to police, she has not ob-
served the raccoon in the area again. The
dog owner stated that she had the dog
examined by a veterinarian and was
advised to call authorities if she saw the
raccoon again, police said.

Tuesday, August 5, a woman returned
a wallet to police headquarters after she
found the wallet, which contained
money, several credit cards and identifi-
cation, at a bank a week before. Accord-
ing to police, the wallet owner’s identi-
fication was determined and a message
was left on his voicemail that the wallet
was being held at headquarters.

Wednesday, August 6, officers re-
sponded to a call from a Route 22 theater
that a utility pole had caught fire and was
dropping sparks onto debris in the area,
which was causing fire. PSE&G was
contacted and the Mountainside Fire
Department arrived, police said.

Wednesday, August 6, officers re-
sponded to a gas station on Route 22
concerning a report that a motor vehicle
traveling on the highway had gone out of
control and struck the safety bar at the
pumps. According to police, the atten-
dant was able to identify the make of the
car and get the license plate, which was
traced to a home in Westfield. Westfield
authorities were notified and were able
to locate the vehicle allegedly involved

in the crash parked in front of the house,
police said. The car in question had
front-end damage, authorities reported.

The owner of the vehicle, identified
as Christopher Cassett, 20, of Westfield
was asked to come out from inside the
house by Westfield police, as
Mountainside officers arrived at the
scene. According to authorities, Cassett
admitted to the accident but said he fled
the scene because he was nervous. Of-
ficers smelled alcohol on his breath and
administered sobriety tests, which
Cassett failed, police said.

According to authorities, he was ar-
rested and charged with driving under
the influence (DUI). When authorities
tried to place handcuffs on the suspect,
he became belligerent, striking an of-
ficer in the head before being restrained
by three other officers, police reported.
Cassett continued to struggle as several
officers attempted to get him into the
back of a police vehicle, yelling terror-
istic threats at officers, authorities re-
ported.

In addition to DWI, Cassett was
charged with aggravated assault, resist-
ing arrest, obstruction, careless driving,
leaving the scene of an accident and
failure to report an accident.

Friday, August 8, a resident of Long
Meadow reported that she gave a lighter
to her son’s homeless friend who lives in
the loft above the garage and, moments
later, heard an explosion from that area.
According to police, an aerosol can had
exploded in the loft, causing smoke and
some fire damage to the floor. The home-
less tenant fled the scene and was not
located, police said.

Friday, August 8, a Cherry Hill Road
resident reported that a white male, ap-
proximately 6 feet and 2 inches tall, with
short reddish blond hair, came to her
door and sold her magazine subscrip-
tions in the amount of $206, for which
she paid him in cash and by check.

According to police, the homeowner
was not sure if the salesman was a li-
censed vendor, but a search of the area
revealed nothing.

Friday, August 8, Marcos A. Espaillat,
25, of Edison was arrested for allegedly
driving an unregistered vehicle with a
suspended license, after a motor vehicle
stop on Summit Road.

Saturday, August 9, James
Schoenknecht, 21, of Mountainside was
arrested at Mountainside police head-
quarters on an outstanding Westfield
contempt of court warrant. He was re-
leased after posting $560 bail.

Sunday, August 10, William J.
O’Sullivan, 20, of Mountainside was
arrested at police headquarters during
an interview regarding a motor vehicle
accident that occurred in Springfield.
According to authorities, he was charged
with providing police with false infor-
mation and on warrants out of Berkeley
Heights in the amount of $275, Cranford
in the amount of $750, Garwood in the
amount of $89 and Westfield in the
amount of $1,000.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, August 6, Jacquil Wash-

ington, 19, of Plainfield was arrested on
an outstanding warrant.

Thursday, August 7, a resident of
Martine Avenue reported that someone
did approximately $75 worth of damage
to her mailbox.

Thursday, August 7, police responded
to Front Street on a report of a hit and
run. According to police, the victim
reported that someone struck the rear of
his motor vehicle while it was illegally
parked.

Thursday, August 7, Eugene Owens,
21, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Thursday, August 7, Albert Alfredo,
21, and Amlicar Santiago, 19, both of
Plainfield, were arrested and charged
with possession of a loaded handgun.
According to police, the motor vehicle
in which the pair was traveling was
stopped for a motor vehicle violation,
and the handgun was observed between
the two. They were processed, released
and transported to the Union County jail
after they were unable to make bail.

Thursday, August 7, Cortney Ramey,
18, of Brick was arrested and charged
with DWI after being stopped for a
motor vehicle violation, at which time
officers smelled alcohol in the vehicle.
According to police, Ramey was pro-
cessed and released.

Saturday, August 9, John Checcio,
51, of Scotch Plains was arrested on an
outstanding warrant after being stopped
for a motor vehicle violation. According
to police, he was processed and released.

Sunday, August 10, Krystalda
Andrews, 22, of Hillcrest was arrested
on an outstanding warrant after being
stopped for a motor vehicle violation.
According to police, she was processed
and released.

Sunday, August 10, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone entered
his motor vehicle and removed his steer-
ing wheel, valued at approximately $200.

Change a Light,
Change the World

CRANFORD – The Cranford Envi-
ronmental Commission will participate
in the New Jersey Clean Energy Pro-
gram; national Change a Light, Change
the World Campaign to save energy and
help protect the environment.

Residents can stop by the Cranford
Post Office, located at 3 Miln Street,
this Saturday, August 16, from 9 a.m. to
1 p.m. to receive a free Energy Star-
qualified light bulb.

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TRIGGER WARNING…Union County Police Officers Lt. Richard Buschel, left,
and Steve Mykytka at the Union County Hazardous Waste Disposal on Saturday,
August 9 in Scotch Plains show ammunition received for disposal. The Union
County Police also received hazardous firecrackers, pool chemicals, fluorescent
lightbulbs and mercury switches.

CERT RECEIVES DONATION…Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club Presi-
dent Janet Strunk of PNC Bank and Club Vice President Ray Pardon, right, of
ERA Suburb Realty present a check for $250 to Fanwood Community Emergency
Response Team Leader Mike Prasad.

cilman David Pickering. “Why should
we pay to pick up [residents’] ‘you-
know-what?’”

Also with an eye toward maximiz-
ing local revenue sources, the gov-
erning body approved increases in
permit parking fees and extra charges
when additional construction code
permit reviews are required.

“These fees are still in line with
other towns,” Councilman Bruce
Walsh said.

Regarding this month’s closing of
Muhlenberg Hospital, Mayor Mahr
said the “impacts will affect Fanwood,
not just Plainfield.”

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
said Fanwood’s rescue squad now
has to “take the patients further [to
other area hospitals], which of course
takes more time and costs more be-
cause of the price of gas.”

“But, that’s what we have to do to
provide [emergency] services to our
residents,” Councilwoman Mitchell
said.

Council President Wheeler added
that she and the mayor are meeting
with the rescue squad “to really un-
derstand the impacts on our commu-
nity and [we will] communicate that
back to the public.”

Beth Budnick for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AUTO’s-BIOGRAPHIES… Fanwood held its annual Cruise Night car show on
Tuesday night. The night was hosted by the Fanwood Business & Professional
Association and the Cougar Club of NJ and PA. Classic cars on display included
Judi Jones’ two 1956 Fords and Jerry Sinagra’s 1965 T-Bird.

Garwood Approves $6.8
Million Municipal Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council approved an amended
2008 municipal budget on Tuesday,
which will see the borough spending
roughly $6.8 million in the coming
year.

The new budget will have a tax im-
pact of $177 per house assessed at
$100,000, which Council President and
Borough Finance Committee Chair-
woman Kathleen Villaggio called
“much better” than the initial projected
tax increase of $518. This increase does
not include the additional increases in
property taxes from the county and the
school district.

The size of the increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of the property tax was
dampened by a partial restoration in the
borough’s state aid and controls over
increased spending recommended by
the finance committee. In addition, the
mayor and council reduced their sala-
ries in June.

“Most departments [budgets] were
reduced in one form or another,” said
Ms. Villaggio. “Maybe not by much,
but most of them were.”

During the workshop portion of the
meeting, Councilman Steve Napolitano
introduced a resolution “urging that
certain Union County freeholders be
elected by district.” Presently, repre-
sentatives on the nine-member board
are elected at-large. Mr. Napolitano
said that he would like to see “at least
four of the nine” freeholders elected by
district.

The resolution is similar to a mea-
sure introduced by Councilman An-
thony Sytko during the council’s last
meeting. Mr. Sykto said he feels the
present system for electing freeholders
results in unequal representation from
larger municipalities such as Elizabeth
and Linden as compared to smaller
communities such as Garwood.

“It has nothing in my mind to do with
the politics,” said Mr. Sytko. “It has
everything to do with taxes.”

He added that other towns in the
county have passed similar resolutions.
The council will vote on the resolution
at its next meeting.

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance relating to the state’s
new Defined Contribution Retirement
Program. Borough attorney Robert
Renaud said the ordinance is necessary
to comply with Chapter 92, a law
adopted by the state legislature last
year. Mr. Renaud said this law moves
certain public employees from Public
Employees Retirement System into the
Defined Contribution Retirement Sys-
tem.

The council had previously intro-
duced an ordinance to comply with the
state regulations, but the state had up-
dated the law since the borough adopted
the ordinance.

The prior ordinance was tabled and
the new ordinance will be voted on at
the council’s next meeting.

During the public portion of the meet-
ing, resident John Quattrocchi ad-
dressed the council regarding a number
of issues, including the cleanliness of
North Avenue, the timing of a traffic
light on North Avenue and truck traffic
along side streets in the borough.

Mayor Dennis McCarthy said the
council would reach out to the state
regarding the issues on North Avenue
since the state is responsible for the
road. Mr. McCarthy did note that the
borough has inquired about the timing
of the traffic light in the past.

Garwood Police Captain Leonard
DiStefano said the department does
enforce laws regarding truck traffic on
side streets and that they would be sure
to look into the matter.

The next meeting of the Garwood
Council will be held on September 9.

Towns Struggle With New
State Retirement Statute

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA – County and local govern-
ments are in the process of implementing
a defined contribution retirement plan
(DCRP) for government officials. How
the program will impact towns, however,
remains to be seen.

The program affects state and local
officials elected or appointed as of July 1,
2007, and employees in the state’s Public
Employees Retirement System (PERS)
and the New Jersey Teachers’ Pension
and Annuity Fund (TPAF) as of July 1,
2007.

TPAF members will be included if
their salaries are in excess of $102,000.

The Westfield school system does not
envision any impact from the new legis-
lation.

Spokesperson Lorre Korecky said, “I
don’t think it affects us because we are in
different plans,” noting employees are in
403(b) and 457 Retirement Plans.

At the municipal level, positions that
are exempt from being forced into the
new defined contribution plan include the
certified health officer, tax assessor, tax
collector, municipal planner, chief finan-
cial officer, registered municipal clerk,
construction code official, licensed uni-
form subcode inspector, qualified pur-
chasing agent and certified public works
manager.

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association website, the new sys-
tem does not apply to members of TPAF,
State Police Retirement System, Judicial
Retirement System or the Police and
Firemen’s Retirement System.

When asked about state savings pro-
jections given the above exempted em-
ployees and officials, Gloria Montealegre,
deputy press secretary for Governor Jon
Corzine, said the administration projects
billons of dollars in savings by 2022.

“The savings [for towns] are prospec-
tive. The package of reforms enacted by
New Jersey in 2007 [pension and health
care combined], inclusive of the DCRP,
will save state and local governments an
estimated $6.2 billion in the aggregate
between now and 2022,” Ms. Montealegre
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

State Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), the original sponsor of the legis-
lation creating the DCRP, pulled his name
off the bill after amendments that he op-
posed were added. He also disagreed with
the state projections, saying he did not see
any “long-term cost savings.”

He said, “The original bill was a won-
derful bill.” However, according to the
senator, “the savings in the amended bill
are really going to be insignificant.”

He said the pension bill had been
“pecked away a little piece at a time” by
lobbyists.

Senator Scutari added, “The pension
board is still not up to speed on how to
administer this bill.”

State Treasury Department spokesman
Tom Vincz said the DCRP and PERS are
“two completely different systems, so
comparisons are very awkward.

“The state makes contributions on be-
half of all employees in the system, irre-
spective of how long an individual em-
ployee has been in the system. The fund is
funded by a macro combination of em-

ployee contributions, employer contribu-
tions and pension fund investment re-
turns,” Mr. Vincz said. “The amount of
cash contributions is determined annu-
ally by the executive branch and the Leg-
islature, and deliberations take into ac-
count an annual actuarial assessment of
the system.”

The new law, passed by Trenton law-
makers and signed by Governor Corzine
last year, will have no immediate impact
on Westfield municipal employees to date,
according to Town Administrator Jim
Gildea.

According to a resolution passed by the
Westfield council on August 5, the posi-
tions of town administrator, engineer, at-
torney, prosecutor, public defender and
municipal judge are eligible for the DCRP.
However, Mr. Gildea said, the officials
who currently hold those posts, including
himself, were in PERS before July 1,
2007, and thus will remain in PERS.

Mr. Gildea said only positions ap-
pointed directly by the mayor and town
council are eligible for the DCRP. Mr.
Gildea said no current town employees
would be eligible for the new program.

The Scotch Plains Township Council
discussed the issue at its meeting Tuesday
night.

Prior to the council’s approval, Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins told the
council at its conference meeting Tues-
day that it had been difficult for local
officials to get definitive information from
state officials on how the new program is
supposed to be operated.

Mr. Atkins told the council on Tuesday
that “my gut tells me that [next year’s
council] will be dealing with this again”
as state officials continue to issue further
regulations.

Fanwood Municipal Clerk Eleanor
McGovern said the borough council has
passed an ordinance as required by the
state. Garwood’s council also addressed
the matter Tuesday night.

Under the new DCRP system, employ-
ees will contribute 5.5 percent of the base
salary into the system while the state,
county or local government provides a 3
percent match. The minimum salary for
elected or appointed officials to join the
defined contribution program is $1,500.

Unlike the pension system – in which
officials must work 10 years before re-
ceiving matching funds from an employer,
a system known as vesting – members of
the DCRP are vested immediately and
can collect matching money.

The sponsor of the legislation, former
Democratic Senator Ellen Karcher of
Monmouth County, was quoted in a 2007
press release saying, “We cannot afford
Cadillac benefits on a Chevy budget.”

She said the bill was aimed at cracking
down on pension boosting.

The New Jersey League of Municipali-
ties, which initially opposed the legisla-
tion, told its members in an on-line letter
that its biggest concern was over those
towns that “employ an attorney on a full-
time basis with a fixed salary, as opposed
to the professional contract provision.
We believe full-time positions will con-
tinue in PERS, but it is clear that all
professional contractors are excluded from
membership in PERS as of January 1,
2008.”

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association website, “A person
who is employed or appointed in the
regular or normal course of employment
or appointment procedures will not be a
participant in the DCRP. It would appear
that this broad exclusion precludes the
application of the plan to most, if not all,
school employees.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Mountainside Teen Dies
In Route 22 Car Accident

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — A 16-year-
old Mountainside driver died Tues-
day from injuries sustained in a one-
car accident on Route 22 in Spring-
field early Sunday. The accident oc-
curred adjacent to the AutoLand com-
plex in the eastbound lanes.

Although authorities would not re-
lease the victim’s name, family friends
contacted by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times identified the teen-
ager as Timothy Black, Jr., and said
he attended Governor Livingston
High School in Berkeley Heights the
past two years.

“We have heard the name being
talked about, and we can’t dispute
that,” said John Holl, a spokesman for
the Union County Prosecutor’s Of-
fice.

Timothy, the car’s only occupant,
was not wearing a seat belt, accord-
ing to Springfield police. He died at
University Hospital in Newark.

Sergeant Ed McNany of the Spring-
field Police Department would not
release further information, saying it
was “a juvenile matter.”

“We’re in the process of reviewing

the information with the (Union
County) prosecutor’s office,” he said.

As of press time, the prosecutor’s
office, after reviewing the accident,
turned the case back over to Spring-
field Police.

Mountainside Police Captain Ri-
chard Osieja said his department was
called in to notify the driver’s grand-
mother, who was at home at the time
of the accident. He also said his de-
partment has no further role unless
the investigation warrants its involve-
ment.

According to the New Jersey Mo-
tor Vehicle Commission, a 16-year-
old may drive under a “supervised
driving period” which includes “no
driving between 11:01 p.m. and 5
a.m.” The accident occurred at 2:30
a.m. The rules also stipulate that driv-
ers must be accompanied by an adult
driver at least 21 years of age.

According to family friends, the
Higgins & Bonner Funeral Home, lo-
cated Springfield Avenue in Westfield,
is handling funeral arrangements.

Services will be held at Our Lady
of Lourdes Roman Catholic Church
in Mountainside. Dates and times
were not available as of press time.
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Can Be Reached 24 Hours a Day in an Emergency

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

“Helping Accident
Victims Everyday”

URUKU MAKEUP 
 OUT OF THE RAINFOREST
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THIS IS YOUR MAKEUP CALL!
Uneven skin tone? Dullness? Facial redness? Tell-tale marks of skin

sins? Public displays of messy makeup? Skin seem stuck in puberty?
Another year’s worth of sun damage? Signs of premature aging?
Saturday, August 23rd, 11am-6pm there’s an Aveda doctor in the house.
Brush up with a 30min. makeup lesson, and/or, a personal skin-care

assessment. $25. Redeemable in Aveda products, space is limited.
Complementary Aveda gift bags for all pre-reserved appointments!

“BEAUTY, WELLNESS, STRESS MANAGEMENT”

50 MARTINE AVE. S. FANWOOD

www.antonsalonspa.com
EVENING HOURS • FREE PARKING

(908) 322-5400

* from non-petroleum based mineral- and plant-derived pigments.

Find other Aveda locations at 
800.328.0849 or aveda.com.

NEW WESTFIELD CUL-DE-SAC

WILL EPITOMIZE LUXURY!

On August 4th, the Westfield
Planning Board granted final
approval for the construction of
Forest Glen Estates, a three lot
sub-division set on new cul-de-
sac adjacent to Rahway Avenue in
Westfield. Daunno Development
Company, a Clark-based
construction development firm, is
proud to announce that they have
come to terms to purchase the two
and a half acre sub-division.

According to Marketing
Director Rudolph Daunno III,
“This is one of the last large
parcels of undeveloped property
left in Westfield and we are
excited by the opportunity to
develop it. It is our goal to create
a truly elegant enclave of custom
built homes and strive towards our
goal of distinguishing our
company as one of Central New
Jersey’s most prestigious home
builders.”

The project is set to have
many qualities unique to
Westfield. First, each lot in the
new sub-division will be ½  to ¾
of an acre in size; exceptionally
large lots for Westfield. Second,
two of the three homes will have
the potential for walk-out
basements. Third and most
importantly, the project will back
up to the heavily wooded
property owned by Saint Helen’s
Church and Tamaques Park: both
of which will never be
developed.

To ensure that the project will
be truly something special, the
Daunno Team has sought the

Paid Bulletin Board

assistance of the award-winning
architectural firm of Beer and
Coleman to assist in the design of
the three custom homes. Current
design concepts for the project
include at least 4,000 square feet
of living space, three car side
entry garages, complete landscape
packages, finished basements and
exceptional quality throughout.
As standard with all Daunno built
homes, their clients will have the
opportunity to make all interior
and exterior selections throughout
the construction process to create
a truly custom home. Also
included are generous allowances
for cabinets, countertops,
appliances, tile, doors and light
fixtures.

In addition to Forest Glen
Estates, Daunno Development
currently has two other local sub-
divisions under construction.
Mohawk Trail, also located in
Westfield, is a sold out, two lot
sub-division where both homes
were roughly 2,900 square feet in
size. Charlotte Drive Estates in
Clark is an eight lot sub-division
with four homes sold and four to-
be-built custom homes currently
for sale. Daunno Development
also specializes in large scale
additions, add-a-levels,
knockdowns and complete home
makeovers.

For sales information, a list of
standards, or more general
information on this project or our
company, please call 732-396-
3995 or visit them on the web at
www.daunno.com.

Lance Wants House Session
To Discuss Energy Crisis

Campaign Release, Leonard Lance for Congress

AREA — Republican Seventh
Congressional District candidate
Leonard Lance called on his Demo-
cratic opponent, Linda Stender, to
join him in a letter (below) to House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi requesting she
convene an emergency session of the
House on the energy crisis.

“Nancy Pelosi has taken a very
active role in Linda Stender’s cam-
paign, already donating over $25,000
and it’s now time for Assemblywoman
Stender to put partisanship aside and
call upon her ally to address this
critical issue and aid the working
families of New Jersey and America,”
said Amanda Woloshen, campaign
manager for Lance for Congress.

Said Senator Lance: “Environmen-
tally responsible suggestions to ad-
dress the energy crisis have been made
by both Republican and Democratic
members of the House. Republicans
and many Democrats are willing to
stay in session during August to ad-
dress this situation in a bipartisan
approach. This is what the American
people expect and demand of their
federal representatives.” The letter
reads as follows:

“Dear Speaker Pelosi:
“Like many New Jerseyeans, I was

surprised and disappointed when
Congress recently adjourned for a

five-week August recess without ad-
dressing the high costs of gasoline.
With gas prices at record highs, hurt-
ing working families and slowing our
economy, it is critical that Congress
take action. To this end, I am calling
on you to convene an emergency ses-
sion of the House this month in an
effort to deal with our national energy
crisis. Clearly there is bipartisan sup-
port in Congress for a national energy
plan.

“Proposals to lower prices at the
pump by promoting environmentally
sound domestic oil and gas explora-
tion, improving energy efficiency and
conservation, and encouraging invest-
ments in alternative and renewable
energy technologies, are ideas that
both Democrats and Republicans have
suggested and enjoy broad public
support. With so much partisanship
in Washington, the American public
would respond favorably to having
Congress go back to work and pass
legislation that will reduce gas prices
and make America energy indepen-
dent. I urge you to call immediately
for a special session on energy solu-
tions and get our elected officials
back to work on behalf of the Ameri-
can people.

“Sincerely, Leonard Lance, State
Senator, New Jersey.”

Union County to Implement
Workforce Development Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH — Union County is
moving ahead with developing a stra-
tegic workforce plan for economic
growth. The plan was among the rec-
ommendations presented by the John
J. Heldrich Center for Workforce
Development at Rutgers University
earlier this year. The implementation
phase of the report is not to exceed
$60,000. The board is expected to
approve the implementation phase of
the plan, the Union County Economic
and Workforce Competitiveness
Project, at its Thursday, August 28
meeting.

The Heldrich Center recommended
that the county develop a countywide
economic growth strategy and a
workforce development plan that
would include the establishment of a
health career center and use of the
county’s retail skills center to train
workers in sales and customer-ser-
vice jobs in the “high-wage whole-
sale trade sector.”

The workforce plan will address
changing economic conditions and
ensure that county residents have ac-
cess to educational and job-training
programs designed to meet the needs
of Union County’s economy.

According to the report, the county
has 36,000 manufacturing jobs,
30,000 retail jobs, 25,000 people
employed in the healthcare industry
and another 20,000 jobs in education.

The report found that of the 36,000
county manufacturing jobs, 15,241
are in chemical manufacturing, which
includes pharmaceutical manufactur-
ing.

In other business, the freeholders
considered a resolution to accept
$620,549 for a Community Services
Block Grant (CSBG). Frank Guzzo,
director of human services, said the
program is flat over last year. He said
it is for programs such as education

and job training for low-income indi-
viduals.

According to Mr. Guzzo, the county
has received $817,249 in CSBG fund-
ing for 2008 to date. Last year the
county received $786,600, a $30,000
increase.

“This grant is consistent with last
year,” he told the freeholders, noting
that, in effect, it represents a cut in
funding due to increased costs in sala-
ries and fringe benefits for agencies
that receive dollars from this grant.

By contrast, the county’s funding
has been dropping for the Commu-
nity Development Block Grant
(CDBG) as administered by the
United States Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development.

According to Union Director of
Parks and Community Renewal, Al
Faella, the county received
$5,223,826 for Fiscal Year 2009;
$5,418,816 for FY 2007 and
$5,378,614 for FY 2006. The county’s
share of the federal grant has dropped
$154,788 over the past three years.

Mr. Faella said 19 of the county’s
21 municipalities participate in the
county program. Elizabeth and
Plainfield have their own programs.

The board also will vote on a list for
the 2008 HEART (History, Educa-
tion, Arts, Reaching Thousands) grant
program. The grants total $75,000
and include individuals, as well as the
Center for Hope Hospice & Palliative
Care in Scotch Plains, the Chinese
American Music Ensemble in
Westfield, St. John’s Baptist Church
in Scotch Plains, the Theater Project
at Union County College in Cranford
and the Westfield Historical Society.

The board will also vote to increase
legal fees up to $95,000 in a lawsuit
against the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA). The county is in op-
position to the FAA’s proposed New
York/New Jersey/Philadelphia Area
airspace redesign.

Resident Joins McCain
Campaign as Field Dir.

WESTFIELD — Anthony Attanasio
of Westfield has joined Senator John
McCain’s campaign as New Jersey/
New York regional field director for
the John McCain for President cam-
paign. Mr. Attanasio is responsible for
organizing the field operation in both
states.

“It is an honor to work for an Ameri-
can hero like John McCain. I look
forward to a spirited fall campaign
where we will elect Senator McCain
as our country’s next president,” Mr.
Attansio told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Previously, Mr. Attanasio was cam-
paign manager for the Kate Whitman
for Congress campaign and execu-
tive director the Union County Re-
publican Committee.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Gerbounka Endorses
McCain for President

LINDEN — U.S. Senator John
McCain’s presidential campaign re-
ceived the endorsement of Linden
Mayor Richard Gerbounka on Mon-
day.

“I am proud to support John McCain
for president,” Mayor Gerbounka said.
“John McCain is a bipartisan reformer
with the judgment and experience
necessary to lead on the tough issues
that matter most to Linden residents.”

Mayor Gerbounka formally en-
dorsed John McCain in a press con-
ference held on the steps of Linden
City Hall. State Senator Bill Baroni
(LD-14, Hamilton) who serves as the
New Jersey chairman for McCain’s
campaign, was on hand at Monday’s
announcement.

“We are pleased to have Mayor
Gerbounka on board and his endorse-
ment speaks to John McCain’s lead-
ership and broad appeal in New Jer-
sey. The Mayor’s support will help
swing this heavily-Democratic area
for John McCain,” Senator Baroni
said.

James to Represent
Himself in His Appeal

Former Newark Mayor Sharpe
James, 72, has filed an appeal on his
conviction on fraud and conspiracy
charges and intends to represent him-
self in court, nj.com has reported.
James intends to appeal his sentence
as well.

James was sentenced to 27 months
in prison and fined $100,000.

His co-defendant, Tamika Riley,
also filed a notice of appeal for her
conviction. She has not appealed her
sentence of 15 months in jail and
$27,000 fine.

United States Attorney Chris
Christie said his office plans to ap-
peal both James’ and Riley’s sen-
tences as being too lenient. They had
sought a jail term of about 20 years
for James and 10 years for Riley.

The Third U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals in Philadelphia will consider
the case.
McGreevey Divorce Settled; No
Alimony Given to Ex-First Lady

Former Governor James
McGreevey will have to pay his ex-
wife, Dina Matos McGreevey, $1,070
per month in child support, but no
alimony, according to press reports.
He will also have to pay $110,000 as
part of the equal distribution of the
couple’s assets.

John Post of Mountainside, Ms.
McGreevey’s attorney, had sought a
$1 million settlement for his client.

New Jersey Appeals Order to
Release Corzine-Katz E-mail
The state has appealed a Superior

Court judge’s decision that ordered
the release of Governor Jon Corzine’s
e-mail messages with ex-girlfriend
and former head of the Communica-
tion Workers of America, Carla Katz,
according to nj.com.

The state argues that the lower
court’s ruling had no judicial prece-
dent, was inconsistent with the Con-
stitution of the State of New Jersey

and violates long-standing principles
of separation of powers.
Dem Convention Kicks Off Aug.

25; GOP Begins Labor Day
The Democratic and Republican

National Conventions are quickly
approaching. The Democratic Na-
tional Convention (DNC) will be held
August 25 to 28 at the Pepsi Center in
Denver, Colo. Michelle Obama will
speak on Monday night with Hillary
Clinton taking the podium on Tues-
day night, according to a DNC press
release. Former President Bill Clinton
is said to be the speaker on Wednes-
day, prior to the nominee for vice
president.

Barack Obama will accept his
party’s nomination at INVESCO Field
at Mile High. The stadium has a ca-
pacity of 75,000.

The Republican Convention will
be held September 1 through 4 at
Xcel Energy Center in Minneapolis-
St. Paul. The schedule of speakers
has not been published, although, by
tradition, Sen. John McCain will ac-
cept his party’s nomination on Thurs-
day night.

New Poll Shows Dead Heat
Between Corzine, Christie

A new Quinnipiac University poll
on the potential 2009 gubernatorial
campaign between Governor Jon
Corzine, a Democrat, and Republi-
can United States Attorney Chris
Christie shows the two in a statistical
dead heat. Mr. Corzine received 40
percent to Mr. Christie’s and 41 per-
cent of the vote. The poll of 1,519
registered voters has a margin of er-
ror of 2.5 percent and was conducted
from August 4 to August 10.

“Since most New Jersey voters (69
percent) say they don’t know a lot about
Christopher Christie, Governor
Corzine’s record and inability to un-
scramble the state’s budget mess is
pulling him down,” said Clary Richards,
assistant director of the Quinnipiac
University Polling Institute.

     “John McCain has always, and
will always, put his country’s interests
before any party, any special interest
and even his own self-interest. The
residents of Linden will always know
exactly where John McCain stands.”

Mayor Gerbounka is a lifelong
Democrat who ran as an Independent
in 2006.

Along with Mayor Gerbounka, Lin-
den City Council members Bruce
Howe, Joe Harvanik, Jack Sheehy
and Bob Frazier also endorsed Mr.
McCain on Monday. Mr. Howe, Mr.

Harvanik and Mr. Frazier are Inde-
pendents; Mr. Sheehy is a Democrat.

In 2006, Mr. Gerbounka beat out
longtime Linden Mayor John
Gregorio for the city’s top spot. For-
merly, Mr. Gregorio had led Linden
for 30 years.

Previously, Mr. Gerbounka was a
councilman for 12 years before be-
coming Linden’s mayor. Mr. Gregorio
was a former Senator.

Mr. Gerbounka’s decision to change
parties in the name of endorsement
marks the first time since former Eliza-
beth Mayor Tom Dunn endorsed
Ronald Reagan.

Verizon Opens Store in Westfield:
Family Activities, Giants Tickets

WESTFIELD — Verizon Wireless
will celebrate the grand opening of its
newest communications store in
Westfield this Saturday, August 16.
The new store, located at 109 North
Avenue West, is the fourth Verizon
Wireless store in New Jersey to offer
consumers wireless voice, data, mu-
sic and video services in a full-ser-
vice environment. Store hours are
Monday through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 9
p.m. and Sunday 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.
The store phone number is (908) 789-
1201.

Grand-opening festivities begin
on Thursday, August 14, with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony and a presen-
tation of a $1,000 HopeLine dona-
tion to the Young Women’s Christian
Association (YWCA) of Eastern
Union County’s Project Protect,
which offers a range of services to
survivors of domestic violence and
their children.

On Saturday there will be refresh-
ments, family fun activities and a
chance to win New York Giants pre-
season tickets from noon to 4 p.m.

The Verizon Wireless donation to
YWCA was made possible through
the company’s HopeLine phone re-
cycling program.

Verizon Wireless’ national
HopeLine phone recycling program
collects used cell phones of any make
or model, from any wireless carrier.
Phones are recycled or sold and the

proceeds are donated in the form of
cash grants and pre-paid wireless
handsets to advocacy groups for use
by battered women.

Store Manager Pedro Valentin en-
courages local residents to stop by
the store, join in the festivities and
drop off their old, no-longer-used
wireless phones and accessories.

“This small act can make a huge
difference in the lives of women and
children affected by violence in the
home,” he said.

Verizon Wireless has collected and
recycled old cell phones since Janu-
ary 1999, first in New Jersey and then
across the U.S. The Verizon Wireless
HopeLine program has given more
than $5 million in cash grants and
more than 60,000 phones with air-
time to domestic violence prevention
organizations. Locally, HopeLine’s
direct and in-kind donations total
nearly $1 million.

The new store features over 3,000
square feet of retail, technical sup-
port and customer service space and
is staffed by knowledgeable wireless
professionals. Verizon Wireless of-
fers a broad range of equipment and
service options.

HopeLine phone donations are ac-
cepted at all Verizon Wireless Com-
munications Stores across the nation.
For store locations and additional in-
formation, visit verizonwireless.com/
hopeline.

Port Authority Opposes
Auction for Airport Time Slots

AREA — The Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey and the
United States Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) appear headed for a
showdown over the DOT’s plan to
auction off arrival and departure time
slots at the metropolitan area’s three
major airports.

The DOT announced it would hold
an auction for the daily time slot
previously held by Eos Airlines, which
filed for bankruptcy, at Newark Lib-
erty International Airport.

“This auction will allow us to imple-
ment market mechanisms on a small
scale, gauge interest and determine a
slot’s market value,” U.S. Transpor-
tation Secretary Mary Peters said in a
statement. The department said two-
out-of-three flights delayed 15 min-
utes nationwide were caused by a
backup in New York/New Jersey’s
crowded airspace.

The Port Authority said it remains
opposed to auctioning as a method to
reduce flight delays because it would
lead to an estimated 12 percent hike
in airline ticket prices.

“As we’ve made clear numerous
times, the solution to combating flight
delays is increasing capacity, improv-
ing customer service and replacing a
decades-old air traffic control system
— not auctions that will raise ticket
prices for the exact same delays. We
will continue to block any effort by the
DOT and FAA (Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration) to implement this auc-
tion system at our airports,” the Port
Authority said in a statement released
to the press.

The Port Authority has said planes
arriving via an auction time slot would
be barred from utilizing gates or airport
facilities at Port Authority-operated air-
ports.

“We’re not going to allow it to
come to a terminal,” Port Authority
Chairman William DeCota told the
Associated Press.

The New Jersey Congressional
Delegation sent a letter to Secretary
Peters Monday opposing the auctions.
(Please see full letter on Page 4).

“Delays and congestion at Newark

Liberty [International Airport], the most
delayed airport in the nation for much of
the last 15 years, will not be reduced as
a function of the slot auction. If any-
thing, an additional daily arrival and an
additional daily departure using the auc-
tioned slots will only increase conges-
tion,” according to the letter signed by all
New Jersey members except Rep. Rob
Andrews.

Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ)
also opposed the DOT action.

“I am concerned that auctioning
off flight slots in the manner pro-
posed by the federal government
could end up pricing middle-class
Americans right out of flying at the
best, most convenient times of day,”
the senator said. “We need an air
travel system that is as fair as pos-
sible for as many people as possible.
It shouldn’t favor business travelers
over families the way that this pro-
posal might, and it shouldn’t penal-
ize you so drastically just because
you happen to live in a certain part of
the country.”

DOT General Counsel D.J. Gribbin,
told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times the
goal of auctioning time slots at air-
ports is to attract “low budget” air-
lines like Southwest and to “move as
many people as possible in an effi-
cient and affordable manner.”

“This is taxpayer property so we
want the airline that values it the
highest to get it (time slots),” Mr.
Gribbin said.

Mr. Gribbin disagreed with oppo-
nents of the plan who believe it will
lead to higher ticket prices.

He said while auctioning will
add to ticket prices, attracting low-
budget airlines to local airport
would generate competition and
significantly reduce airline ticket
prices.

Continental Airlines, one of the
major carriers at Newark Liberty In-
ternational Airport, called the auc-
tioning idea “nothing more than an
illegal taking and a disguised tax,
[that] will do nothing to reduce de-
lays and congestion.”
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7th Congressional District News

Representative Mike Ferguson

August 8, 2008
To: The Honorable Mary Peters, United

States Department of Transportation
Dear Secretary Peters: We write you

today to share our bipartisan opposition
to the Department’s announcement that
you intend to auction [time] slots at New-
ark Liberty International Airport by Sep-
tember 3, 2008. Delays and congestion at
Newark Liberty, the most delayed airport
in the nation for much of the last 15 years,
will not be reduced as a function of the
slot auction. If anything, an additional
daily arrival and an additional daily de-
parture using the auctioned slots will only
increase congestion. The auctioning of
slots at Newark or any airport has nothing
to do with managing congestion and de-
lay nor will it reduce the congestion. As
you may recall, we collectively supported
the capping of Newark Liberty (EWR)
last fall when the Aviation Rulemaking
Committee (ARC) you convened was con-
sidering capping JFK. We believed then
and continue to believe now that capping
EWR has prevented the delays and con-
gestion from getting any worse. Had JFK
and LGA been capped and EWR remained
“open,” airlines desiring to increase ser-
vice at Newark/New York would have
had no choice but to fly to Newark Lib-
erty , and it is likely that gridlock would
have followed. While the delays are no
better at EWR this summer, they are not
significantly worse. We recognize that
some may argue that the auctioning of
slots is necessary to ensure competition
and reduce fares in an environment where
the airport is capped, but this is simply not
true. In fact, many predict fares will only
go up because of auctions. As was pre-
dicted by the industry, there is a robust
secondary market now that Newark is
capped. In fact, a relatively new carrier,
Porter, has been able to obtain several
slots being given up by one of the major
legacy airlines because that legacy carrier
is reducing service in an effort to reduce
losses that result from the high price of
oil. The secondary market at Newark –
which does not create the serious legal
issues slot auctions would – is function-
ing as well and as predicted and increas-
ing competition at the airport. Of greatest
concern to us is the possibility of the
Department beginning a process that leads
to increased flights at a time when the
FAA’s own statistics show that Newark
Liberty is not operating well. Operations

NJ’s House Delegation Opposes
DOT Plan for Newark Airport

at the airport this summer have not im-
proved even though [the] DOT has
claimed that they have. Ground delay
programs have increased substantially
year over year and the number of long taxi
out times, those over 40 minutes, have
increased to nearly 29 percent of flights
from just under 27 percent last year. Inter-
estingly, average taxi in times during one
of the hours you are proposing to add an
arrival slot – 5 p.m. – increased by 10
percent in the first month after caps were
in place. Adding even one flight during
the peak hours of the afternoon could
have unacceptable operational ramifica-
tions. Rather than begin the process of a
slot auction – an untested theory that will
clearly not reduce delay or congestion –
we suggest that the Department refocus
its efforts on the list of 77 initiatives
endorsed by the ARC. We commend the
FAA for getting 12 of the “top 17” com-
pleted already, but focusing financial and
personnel resources toward others on that
list of 17 will be far more productive than
auctioning a single slot. We recognize
that many in the industry and on Capitol
Hill are questioning whether [the] DOT
even has the authority to conduct such an
auction. Those issues will be settled by
the courts or through the passage of leg-
islation by the Congress. As representa-
tives of the great state of New Jersey, we
care that the people who travel in and out
of Newark Liberty, the people who work
at Newark Liberty and the people who
live in the vicinity of Newark Liberty are
not subjected to increased noise and de-
lays and congestion. No one can declare
a victory if noise and delays and conges-
tion are increased. We urge you to refrain
from moving forward with the slot auc-
tion process. It holds no benefit for our
constituents in New Jersey.

Members of Congress:
Bill Pascrell Jr.

Frank A. LoBiondo
Donald M. Payne
Frank Pallone Jr.

Steven R. Rothman
Albio Sires

Rodney Frelinghuysen
Jim Saxton
Rush Holt

Christopher H. Smith
Scott Garrett

Michael A. Ferguson

Lesniak’s True Colors
Are Shown by Race

In reference to Neil Cohen’s district,
Senator Raymond Lesniak is quoted in a
7/29/08 Star Ledger story as saying, “His-
panics and African-Americans make up a
majority of the district,” and “now that
there’s an opening, it’s only right that it is
filled by a minority.”

I can’t believe Senator Lesniak actu-
ally believes his own statement. It defies
logic on many levels. Does Senator
Lesniak believe the U.S. should not have
a minority president because most citi-
zens are white? Should we now vote for
candidates based on race instead of quali-
fications?

Ask the people of Detroit and Newark.
Or ask the many “white” towns that had a
white mayor (who was corrupt), how they
felt once they were betrayed. Ask a white
town with a minority representative that
has served them well or a minority town
served well by a white representative if
they should vote based on race.

Senator Lesniak is turning this state
back 100 years with ridiculous statements
like this. It shows his true colors. Shame
on Senator Lesniak.

Lance Cook
Westfield

Future for Children,
Bleak with Cohen Story

I winced as I read one letter writer’s
recent frolic through the story of horren-
dous child exploitation (“Cryan and Sen.
Lesniak Handover Asm. Cohen, What is
up With That?, 7/31/08).

As the cartoon on the same page sug-
gests, the reported incident is the tip of an
iceberg that can wreck our children’s
future. Our most precious resource is
being ill served in depleted public schools.
Their salaries, homes and pensions are
gamed by the market. They will be taxed
beyond imagination to shore up crum-
bling Wall Street. And they are sent to
suffer and die in unending war.

Unfortunately for our children, the
presidential candidates these days are
more about quick fixes than vision, acting
like Senator Cocaine for President.

Phil Falcone
Long Branch, N.J.

Have a Party for Volunteers, But
Don’t Close the Mountainside Pool

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MADID
1. Nervous; fidgety
2. Soiled and wrinkled
3. Wet; moist
4. Covered with filth

POORT
1. An oceanographer
2. A mountain pass
3. A worker in a diamond mine, espe-

cially South Africa
4. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt

HIN
1. With great speed
2. An extra seat on a motorcycle behind

the driver’s seat
3. Extreme doubt, disbelief
4. A Hebrew measure of liquids hold-

ing about six quarts
POPLITEAL

1. The part of the leg behind the knee
2. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
3. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
4. Precipitous; extremely steep

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Burking – Murdering persons in

order to sell their bodies for dissection
2. Simagre – A grimace
3. Buccal – Petaining to the cheek or

mouth
4. Blotto – Very drunk; unconscious

because of drinking too much

I have just read the front-page article in
last week’s paper that describes Mayor
[Robert] Viglianti’s reaction to a petition
signed by Mountainside Pool members
(“Mayor Says Petition Drive Dishonors
Volunteers” 8/7/08).

If he and the Mountainside Council
took the time to read that petition and the
two letters that I have written, they might
realize that the objection is to the pool
closing, not the party. The mayor can
have a party: just don’t close the pool. A
possibility would be a party starting at 3
p.m., or better yet, after the pool closes on

September 1.
Is it wrong that 43 of the individuals

that signed the petition are not
Mountainside residents? Non-residents
are invited to join the Mountainside Com-
munity Pool. Their dues are needed to
help make the pool operation financially
sound. We are glad to have them. They
also have the right to protest the unneces-
sary closing of the pool on a Saturday in
the middle of the season.

Hedley Weeks
Mountainside

Mountainside Resident Against Pool
Closing, Not Volunteers and Party

I resent Mayor Robert F. Vigilante
saying the petition was against the Volun-
teer Party at the Mountainside Pool.

It was for the lock out of paying pool
members.

I am a volunteer. I was invited to the
party. I also signed the petition. Why
would I sign the petition if I was against
the party.

Out-of-towners signed because they
are not allowed to use the pool that day.

This pool is supported by members,
not tax money.

Also the invitation read, “Employee
and Volunteer.” If it had just been volun-
teers, the pool could have remained open.

Norma Huber
Mountainside

Solipsistic Closing of Mountainside
Pool to Paying Patrons Is Injustice

This letter is written in response to the
front-page article (The Westfield Leader,
August 7) containing a description of
Mayor Robert Viglianti’s capricious re-
sponses to the petition offered at the most
recent Mountainside Council meeting.
The petition was signed by pool members
who were protesting the decision by the
mayor to close the pool on Saturday,
August 16, 2008 in order to honor
Mountainside volunteers.

Please be advised of the following:
1. The pool is open for one of the

shortest seasons in recent memory.
2. Mountainside Pool opens one week

later than any other pool in the area and
will close promptly on September 1, 2008.

3. There are several alternatives to hold-
ing this event including a weekday
evening, or any evening for that matter.

4. Given the fact that the pool is seldom
overcrowded, the pool could easily ac-
commodate any volunteers and remain
open for the patrons who have paid to use
the pool for the full season.

I am one of the nonresident pool mem-
bers who were demeaned by the mayor’s
statements. Please note that nonresident
members pay a premium to belong to the
pool, in my case more than twice what a
Mountainside resident would pay. The
premium we nonresidents pay goes a long
way toward supporting the pool and mak-
ing it a viable source of recreation for
both Mountainside and surrounding com-
munities. As a pool member, I have every
right to protest this injustice.

Further, it is my understanding that this
event has been held on a yearly basis; it is
not the first time volunteers have been so
honored but certainly the first time that
such a heavy-handed, self-serving action
has inconvenienced paying participants.

While the mayor and council members
claim it is too late to change their solipsis-
tic plans, perhaps they will consider other
means to honor volunteers without of-
fending paying pool patrons.

Patricia Frawley
Westfield

As the Garden State, New Jersey is replete with
farms and fresh produce for her inhabitants to eat.
The weekly event of the Farmers Market is a
convenient way for farmers to sell their produce
and for residents who don’t live by the farm to
purchase it.

The Westfield Farmers Market, as part of the New
Jersey Council of Farmers and Communities
(NJCFC), cannot accept vendors who sell food they
did not grow. So, as delicious as papayas may be,
unless they were grown on that vendor’s New Jersey
farm, they cannot be sold.

In order to join the council, the market also has to
agree to only use farmers that belong to the council.

“This guarantees the consumers that they are get-
ting produce grown on that farmer’s farm,” accord-
ing to Lisa Cuomo, administrator of the NJCFC.

It’s a rough restriction, but it’s there to protect the
New Jersey farms. As a New Jerseyan, you will
know you are eating food grown right here in the
state. Your food hasn’t been traveling for hours in a
truck, across state lines. However, as a result, the
Westfield Farmers Market has considerably less
vendors from which to choose.

This only became an issue when Naomi McElynn,
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce executive
director, tried to bring in organic foods to make the

Market more diverse in its offerings.
Ms. McElynn had contacted the Purple Dragon

co-op, which is not a farm. Purple Dragon buys
organic foods from many different farms, including
those from out of the state. The co-op signed into an
agreement with Ms. McElynn and was ready to
begin selling until both parties realized that Purple
Dragon had to be a part of NJCFC to sell at Westfield.

Now, the town is looking at the benefits of staying
with the council, but is toying with the idea of
leaving NJCFC because of its restrictions.

Looking at Scotch Plains, it doesn’t seem like such
a bad idea. The Scotch Plains Farmers Market is not
a member of NJCFC and right now seems to be a
more viable option for residents. And Scotch Plains
already has an organic vendor. In fact, as mentioned
in The Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times article, “Largest Vendor Leaves Westfield
Farmers Market” (July, 31, 2008), the only other
towns in the county that are members of the council
are Elizabeth, Roselle Park and Springfield.

Around here, Saturday should be a day for resi-
dents to congregate in town and meet and talk with
some experienced farmers. The Westfield Farmers
Market is still good, and yes, the town is trying to
make it even better. Right now, it’s just caught in
some sticky red tape.

Invasion of Georgia,
Moral High Ground

Amid worldwide consternation over
the invasion by Russia of the sovereign
nation of Georgia, American President
George W. Bush is among the most vocal
critics of the Medvedev/Putin duo. Bush
is irate that a world power would unilat-
erally invade another much weaker coun-
try seeking a regime change based on
trumped-up charges that the smaller na-
tion was a threat to the safety of the larger
one.

Seems to me that we have lost the
moral high ground on this one.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Freeholders, Westfield
Town Council Should

Continue Meetings
I applaud the Westfield Town Council

for meeting with Union County Free-
holders last month to discuss county
spending. Councilman Frank Arena is
right on the money when he questions
why the county wants to spend $20 mil-
lion on an outdoor amphitheater and sound
studio, while state and local governments
are cutting spending to meet budgets.

With the county assessment to each
Westfield household now up to $2,500,
an amount exceeding our own town gov-
ernment, we need to keep questioning
them. How about its debt service, pen-
sions, “free” music concerts (not free to
taxpayers), and money losing hospital
and golf courses.

I’m hopeful the council will continue
to meet with freeholders to question county
expenditures, and discuss ways to reduce
them.

Bill West
Westfield

Closing Pool for a Day Generates
Letters from Mountainsiders

When church usher William Biunno stole from the
collection plate at Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside, we did not re-
ceive a single letter.

When former Mountainside Board of Education
President Richard Kress was suspended by the New
Jersey Supreme Court from practicing law for six
months for conduct that involved dishonesty, deceit
or misrepresentation, failure to inform clients of
termination of representation due to impairment,
failure to put an hourly fee in writing, failure to
communicate with his clients, lack of diligence and
violating professional rules of conduct, residents
were not motivated to write.

Yet, when the borough decided to close the com-
munity pool on Saturday, August 16, for a party to
honor its volunteers, we received three letters and a
copy of a petition signed by 111 pool members
opposing the decision by Mayor Robert Viglianti
and the borough council.

One of the signers of the petition told our reporter
that out-of-towners pay $500 to join the pool. So,
what might not seem like a big deal, is being seen, at
the very least, as a major inconvenience. Petition
signers say they wanted the volunteer party held
after the season ends.

While the borough contends that the third Satur-
day in August does not generate the crowds other
summer weekends do, some pool users feel they are
losing a weekend they have pre-paid for and, thus,
should not be shut out. The Mountainside pool is
open from early June through September 1, and
some users feel their pool time is limited as it is.

Mountainside honors its volunteers each year with
a summer party. Previously, the party was not held at
the pool. Seems this year the honors and fun at the
party might be tainted. We hope it’s not so.

Letters to the editor are very interesting, and
readers’ views are most important. We look forward
to receiving them each week. Thank you for writing.

Fraud Hotline
U.S. Attorney Chris Christie asks

anyone with a complaint about sus-
pecting wrongdoing by government
actors (elected and appointed officials,
holders of contracts, etc.) to call him
directly or, if they prefer, call the FBI.
Mr. Christie prefers to talk with people
directly and does not record his phone
calls, so callers need not be concerned.
Contact numbers: U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (973) 645-2700. FBI’s New-
ark office (973) 792-3000.

Commentary on Power:
Tale of Different Worlds

New Jersey Attorney General (AG)
Anne Milgram was stopped for a speed-
ing ticket recently. Without using her
influence or letting her position known to
the police officer, she accepted the ticket
and paid it.

Only afterwards, did the officer dis-
cover that he had given his boss a ticket.
The AG had every right to plead down the
ticket, such as to receive two points and
not four points on her driving record. She

did neither.
This is the way the system is supposed

to work and how officials should conduct
themselves. Well done Attorney General
Milgram.

In contrast, Essex County Judge Patricia
Costello ruled last week that Newark coun-
cilwoman Dana Rone must give up her
council seat because of her attempts to
interfere with a nephew’s 2006 traffic
stop. Videotape evidence showed Rone’s
behavior at the traffic stop to be devastat-
ing.

Some may also remember when Zulima
Farber, former NJ Attorney General in
2006, had to resign because she interfered
with police action upon the arrest of her
boyfriend for multiple motor vehicle in-
fractions.

Unfortunately, AG Farber even dragged
Freeholder Angel Estrada into the picture
to straighten out driver’s license and car
registration issues associated with her
boyfriend, Hamlet Goore.

So, perhaps AG Millgram and the courts
are now setting the right example.
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“I hope you know how to make
coffee,” is what my mother told me
when my first day at the Leader/
Times finally
arrived. Up
until this
point, I had
successfully
suppressed
my nerves,
and with eight
little words,
the panic
struck. I had
no idea how
to make cof-
fee, and was quite confident that im-
provisation would not help if the situ-
ation presented itself. Nonetheless, I
pulled myself together and made my
way to the office.

I can accurately describe my first
day at the Leader/Times in one word,
overwhelming. After a quick orienta-
tion, I found myself editing press
releases, formatting photographs,
writing captions, answering the phone
and contacting sources for the mul-
tiple stories I was assigned. Even
though I was still learning the ropes,
from day one, I was treated like a
member of the staff, and with that
came tremendous responsibility.

I would be lying if I said I wasn’t at
all intimidated by the workload, but
after a few days, the nerves wore off
and I slowly became more confident.
I now realize this was the best pos-
sible way to learn. I asked questions,
learned from my mistakes and tried
to take advantage of every opportu-
nity that presented itself. Working in
such a small office allowed me to
experience every task involved in pro-
ducing a newspaper. While board of
education meetings and budget hear-
ings may not have been the most
scandalous news, for me it was a
learning experience, and I am certain
the skills I developed in three short
months will help me in any career I
choose to pursue.

Katherine Vowell

Working at The Westfield Leader/
Times has been an incredibly valu-
able experience. While most teens
were working cash registers, I spent
my mornings copyediting the paper,
my afternoons investigating possible

Let me start off by saying that I
genuinely enjoyed the experience as
an intern for The Westfield Leader/
Times. Although it was difficult for
me to sit still for four straight hours,
and near impossible for me to do
eight, each time I walked out of the
office I felt like I had accomplished
something real, and contributed to
something that really mattered, some-

stories and my evenings playing the-
atre critic. I obtained priceless expe-
rience in the field in which I hope to
work one day.

When I first entered the office of
the Leader/Times, I wasn’t sure what
to expect. But the moment I walked
through the door, I was whisked away
to a computer and given my first task
of laying out a page for the following
week’s paper. That set the tone for the
rest of my summer; working at the
Leader/Times was a truly hands-on
experience that allowed me to not
only hone my writing and editing
skills, but also learn first-hand how a
professional newspaper works.

Although it was often difficult to
sit in an office on a summer day, I
enjoyed my work because I knew I
was making a worthwhile contribu-
tion to the community. When I saw
my first byline in the July 24 issue, I
felt immensely proud of what I had
accomplished. With a neat press pass
and a few by-
lines under
my belt, I
knew I was on
my way to be-
coming a
journalist.

Working at
the Leader/
Times af-
forded me in-
credible op-
por tuni t ies
outside the office as well. Our trip to
the New York Stock Exchange is one
I won’t soon forget. It was an amaz-
ing experience to report from the floor
of the stock exchange, amid that dis-
tinctive rush. I also enjoyed getting a
glimpse of its journalistic side and
watching members of the media in
action. It was an experience I could
not have had anywhere else.

As I assume the role of Features
Editor of the Hi’s Eye at WHS this
fall, I will put into practice every-
thing I have learned from my intern-
ship. I am leaving the Leader/Times a
better writer, a keener newshound
and an even more passionate reporter.
I am grateful for having had such a
wonderful opportunity.

Marisa Stotter

thing that could potentially make a
difference.

Although I was a little daunted by
the atmosphere of a “real office,” I

soon found a
fellow movie-
buff intern and
was able to
pass the time
quickly, chat-
ting about ob-
scure movies
while work-
ing together.

This pro-
gram taught
me how to

write on a deadline and be concise,
thorough and objective – all things I
needed to learn since I usually
meddled over minutiae and formerly
loved lingering on long, luxurious,
tangent-filled and adjective-littered
sentences. Maybe that’s why it took
me five hours to conquer a two-paged
school paper?

The most important benefit, per-
sonally, did not come from writing
articles, talking to experts in various
fields, or even researching topics. It
came to me when I was alone editing
the pages with a pen in hand. Reading
articles time and time again on a
plethora of topics increased my
knowledge in the most varied and
unexpected ways. I now know the
most random facts on budgetary is-
sues, taxes, parking laws, voting pro-
cedures, criminal activity, commu-
nity service, outstanding citizens and
superintendent contracts. Honestly,
if you ever have questions on Super
Contracts – I’m your go-to-girl (I can
type the word superintendent in my
sleep). Oh and who can ignore those
glorious plastic jars, perched ever so
conveniently on the counter, over-
flowing with a cornucopia of candy?

This gain could not have come from
watching T.V., listening to the radio
or searching the web. I was actually
able to retain this information from
being exposed to it through the many
stages of production. This acquisi-
tion of understanding and exposure
was, in and of itself, irreplaceable.

Sarah Ferguson

The Westfield Leader-Times em-
ployed eight high school and college
interns this summer, to learn and par-
ticipate in the process of creating a
newspaper. Interns worked in the of-
fice, wrote stories and reported on
meetings. Below, three of this year’s
interns reflect on their time at the
Leader/Times.

The Only Attorney Involved In Your Case
Over 25 Years Of Experience Settling Cases

Slips & Falls
Motor Vehicle Accidents

Defective Products & Machines
Head & Brain Injuries

Construction Accidents
Wrongful Death

Job Related Injuries
Serious Burns & Scars
Nursing Home Abuse

www.franksmithlaw.com
908-233-5800

928 Mountain Avenue, Mountainside NJ
No Fee If No Recovery • Call For A Free Consultation

Vehicle Maintenance
Can Save on Gas

No matter where the presidential can-
didates are on the campaign trail, the
issue of skyrocketing gas prices is always
a top concern. We applaud Senators John
McCain and Barack Obama for discuss-
ing vehicle maintenance as a way to save
energy and for citing proper tire inflation
and regular tune-ups as steps motorists
can take to be part of the solution.

You can’t control the price of gas, but
you can control how much gas you burn.
Performing simple and inexpensive ve-
hicle maintenance not only saves gas
money, perhaps as much as $1,200 per
year, but it improves a vehicle’s safety
and dependability. In fact, according to
the survey by the Automotive Aftermar-
ket Industry Association, 75 percent of
drivers said they are maintaining their
vehicles better because of rising gas prices.

These simple gas-saving maintenance
tips can add up to serious savings:

When tires aren’t inflated properly, it’s
like driving with the parking brake on,
and it can cost a mile or two per gallon,
according to the U.S. Department of En-
ergy and the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Web site, fueleconomy.gov.

An air filter that is clogged with dirt,
dust and bugs chokes off the air and
creates a “rich” mixture – too much gas
being burned for the amount of air, which
wastes gas and causes the engine to lose
power. Replacing a clogged air filter can
improve gas mileage by as much as 10
percent, saving about 15 cents on a gal-
lon.

A vehicle can have either four, six or
eight spark plugs, which fire as many as
three million times each 1,000 miles, re-
sulting in a lot of heat, electrical and
chemical erosion. A dirty spark plug
causes misfiring, which wastes fuel. Spark
plugs need to be replaced regularly.

Keep your car properly tuned. A 21st
Century tune-up can improve your gas
mileage by an average of four percent.
Fixing a serious maintenance problem,
such as a faulty oxygen sensor, can im-
prove your mileage by as much as 40
percent.

Before you hit the road, make sure your
vehicle is running efficiently. To help
you, visit the Car Care Council’s Web site
at carcare.org to order a free copy of the
56-page Car Care Guide designed to help
you save money, conserve energy, im-
prove highway safety and help protect the
environment.

Rich White, Car Care Council
Bethesda, Md.

Katherine Vowell

Marissa Stotter

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

This Apple Does Not Fall Far
From the Tree at Lincoln

Letters to
the Editor

By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Emma Ciullo
smiled and squirmed in her mother’s
arms as she shared her excitement at
the thought of beginning kindergar-
ten next month.

“I’m happy,” she said. “To do all
the stuff that mommy did.”

In 1978, Emma’s ‘mommy,’ Katie
Ciullo, was a part of the last class to
graduate from Lincoln School before
it closed down for many years. Ms.
Ciullo then went on to continue her
education in Westfield at McKinley
School, Edison Intermediate School
and Westfield High School. Through
all of the years, she has clung to a
keepsake from her kindergarten year
at Lincoln School, a hand-painted
wooden apple bearing her name from
the 1977-1978 “Kindergarten
Roundup.” These nametag apples are
then worn again at the end of the year,
when students graduate from kinder-
garten. The apple is a reminder of
countless memories for Ms. Ciullo.

This September, little Emma will
receive an apple of her own, a symbol
of tradition for the Ciullo family, as a
part of the first new class of kinder-
garten students to attend Lincoln
School when it reopens. Ms. Ciullo

said she plans to wear her own apple
when she accompanies Emma to her
first day of school this fall.

“I think it’s so cool she’s going and
she is so excited,” Ms. Ciullo said of
her daughter. “I love the school sys-
tem, that’s why we’re still here. The
school systems are so good, there’s
no way around it.”

Both Ms. Ciullo and her husband
are lifelong residents of Westfield.
She said she has only fond memories
of attending Lincoln School, as she
took out old class photographs and
even a 1977 edition of The Westfield
Leader. Her favorite memory, she said,
was walking to and from school with
friends.

“Back then one of the moms would
walk with us,” Ms. Ciullo said. “Twin
boys lived across the street. So we
would walk there and walk back, and
I just remember feeling like such a
big kid, you know, you felt like you
were so in charge.”

Ms. Ciullo said she takes Emma
past the school regularly, and is look-
ing forward to seeing the head-to-toe
renovations being completed. Al-
though she said she was nervous about
Emma’s transition from preschool to
kindergarten, the fact that she is at-
tending Lincoln makes it even easier.

“This is perfect,” she said. “I just
say ‘you’re going to the same school
mommy went to and when you’re
done, you’re going to again go to the
same school mommy went to.’ ”

She said she has nothing but high
hopes for her daughter’s education,
and its bright beginning at Lincoln
School.

“She knows she’s a Lincoln lion,”
Ms. Ciullo said. “These teachers are
amazing, so if she takes it and runs
with it, I’ll be happy. I mean, it’s only
kindergarten, but it’s just the begin-
ning, and it makes a huge difference.”

Kean Hospital Finance
Bill Becomes Law

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senate Republican Leader
Tom Kean Jr. (R-21) that increases
state oversight of distressed hospitals
was unanimously passed by the state
Legislature and signed into law today
by Governor Jon Corzine.

 “Accountability and transparency
are essential for hospitals receiving
state support,” said Mr. Kean, who is
a member of the Senate Health, Hu-
man Services and Senior Citizens
Committee. “This legislation encour-
ages hospitals to spend resources
much more efficiently and allows the
state to intervene as soon as signs of
deteriorating financial performance
are evident. We need to ensure hospi-
tals are fiscally sound, so that they
remain open and patients have access
to quality healthcare.”

Senate Bill 1796 permits the Com-
missioner of Health, in consultation
with a struggling hospital, to appoint
a monitor to scrutinize all financial
records to prevent further economic
deterioration. The intervention would
be authorized only if the Commis-
sioner determines that a hospital is at
serious risk.

N.J. MVC Order for
National Guard

TRENTON – Active duty National
Guard personnel and reservists serv-
ing in Operation Iraqi Freedom and
the war on terrorism are being given
automatic extensions if their driver’s
license, vehicle registration or inspec-
tion sticker is expiring. This is based
on the N.J. Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion Administrative Order 2008-02,
dated August 8, 2008, for New Jersey
National Guard and Reserve Mem-
bers.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4 p.m.

Weekend Sports - Monday 12 p.m.
Classifieds - Tuesday 12 p.m.

Ad Reservation - Friday 4 p.m.
To Reach Us

E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
goleader.com/help

S E P T E M B E R  13 T H

PORTFOLIO
LIQUIDATION

36 PROPERTIES
Throughout New Jersey!

BUY ONE BUY ALL!

S E P T E M B E R  13 T H

PORTFOLIO
LIQUIDATION

36 PROPERTIES
Throughout New Jersey!

BUY ONE BUY ALL!

30%
TO BE SOLD

ABSOLUTE
REGARDLESS OF PRICE!

HOMEOWNERS, INVESTORS, 
DEVELOPERS, BUILDERS:

Residential, Commercial and Development properties available in the following nine counties:

800-516-0014
www.sheldongood.com/njportfolio.php

AUCTIONS NE LLC Certified or Cashier's Checks Required to Buy ©2008 Sheldon Good & Co, Auctions NE LLC

CAMDEN
Land
#500 – Lindenwold: Blk 289, Lot 1

ESSEX
Single Family
#510 – Newark: 36 Holland Street

Single Room Occupancy
#600 – Newark:

779 Clinton Avenue (19 units)

HUDSON
Condominium
#110 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 101
#120 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 105
#130 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 107
#140 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 207
#150 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 401

Multi Family
#300 – Jersey City: 41 Clarke Avenue

HUNTERDON
Commercial/Residential
#400 – Glen Gardner: 2069 Route 31

MERCER
Multi Family
#395 –  Ewing: 17 New Trent Street

MIDDLESEX
Land
#520 – South Brunswick: 338 New Road

OCEAN
Commercial/Residential
#410 – Lakehurst: 117 Union Avenue

Condominium
#160 – Beach Haven: 118 N. Bay Avenue #4

SOMERSET
Commercial/Residential
#420 – Manville: 279-281 S. Main Street

Land
#540 – Manville: 283-85 S. Main Street

Single Family
#530 – Manville: 412 Huff Avenue

UNION
Commercial/Residential
#430 – Plainfield: 177-185 North Avenue
Land
#345 – Elizabeth: 1034 William Street
#550 – Elizabeth: 258-260 Orchard Street
#560 – Plainfield: 84 Jefferson Avenue
Single Family
#170 – Plainfield: 211 Spooner Avenue
#570 – Plainfield: 834-36 West 4th Street
#580 – Rahway: 226 Adams Street
#180 – Roselle: 118 Monroe Avenue
#590 – Roselle: 219 Cristiani Street
Multi Family
#320 – Elizabeth: 1086 William Street
#330 – Elizabeth: 533 S. Park Street
#340 – Elizabeth: 535 S. Park Street
#390 – Linden: 1308 E. St. George Avenue
#350A – New Providence: 123 South Street
#350B – New Providence: 125 South Street
#360 – Plainfield: 211 Richmond Street
#370 – Plainfield: 514 East 3rd Street
#380 – Westfield: 347 First Street
Single Room Occupancy
#620 – Elizabeth:157-163 Westfield Avenue

(22 units)
#640 – Elizabeth: 525 Westminster Avenue

(18 units)

Broker Participation
Invited!

WESTFIELD:TWO-FAMILY HOMETO BE SOLDABSOLUTEREGARDLESS OF PRICE

Sarah Ferguson

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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Support Offered to Parents
Of Children With Autism

SCOTCH PLAINS – A support
group for parents and caregivers of
children with autism is being of-
fered at the Scotch Plains Public
Library, located at 1927 Bartle Av-
enue.

Entitled Group SPIRIT!, this fam-
ily-centered support group has been
established to meet the various and
unique needs of those caring for
youngsters with autism.

For families new to an autism diag-
nosis, the group provides informa-
tion from those who have had the
same experience. For those with
young children on the spectrum, the
group offers guidance concerning the
many daily functions and intricacies
that may appear unmanageable.

As these children approach their
teenage years, group members can
offer support with regards to these
particularly unique challenges.

Group SPIRIT! is dedicated to sup-
porting, educating and empowering
families of children with autism by
providing support, resources, fam-
ily-oriented activities and guidance.

Monthly meetings are designed to
unite families so that they can help
each other along the way. During
many meetings, guest speakers pro-
vide information for participants.

Discussions cover multiple areas,
including information exchange, ad-
vocacy, education and literacy, thera-
pies, nutrition, safety, transportation,
siblings, travel, community aware-
ness and recreation, among other
topics. For those who do not have
childcare, volunteers are available
at the meeting to interact with the
children.

Group meetings will take place on
September 4, October 2, November
6 and December 4 from 7 to 8:30
p.m. For more information, call the
meeting facilitator, Christine Gee-
Lowrey, at (908) 889-8173.

In addition, the Autism Family
Tours with Brianna website
(autismfamilytours.org) provides in-
formation about this local organiza-
tion.

The Community Partnership for
People with Autism listserv allows
parents, caretakers and others to go
online 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, to post questions and get in-
formation.

Questions can be posted to the
group or privately to an individual
member of the group. Interested per-
sons can sign up at
health.groups.yahoo.com/group/
CommunityPartnershipforPeoplewithAutism.

Robert Lee Zeglarski and Ms. Megan Kathleen Joyce

Ms. Megan K. Joyce
To Wed Robert L. Zeglarski
Mr. and Mrs. William Joyce of

Mooresville, N.C., formerly of
Westfield, have announced the engage-
ment of their daughter, Ms. Megan
Kathleen Joyce, to Robert Lee
Zeglarski. He is the son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Zeglarski of Roselle Park.

A 1994 graduate of Westfield High
School, the bride-to-be earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Anthropology
from the University of California, Los
Angeles in 1998. She was awarded a
law degree from Seton Hall Univer-
sity School of Law in Newark in 2004.
Ms. Joyce is employed with Atlantic
Records in New York City as associate
director of business and legal affairs.

A 1992 graduate of Roselle Park
High School and a former Roselle
Park councilman, the future bride-
groom earned a Bachelor of Science

degree from Wake Forest University
in Winston-Salem, N.C. in 1996, a
Master of Science degree from the
University of South Carolina in Co-
lumbia, S.C. in 1999 and a law degree
from Seton Hall University School of
Law in 2004. He is a corporate and
securities attorney with the law firm of
Sanders Ortoli Vaughn-Flam
Rosenstadt LLP in New York City.

The couple will be married in Sep-
tember.

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldrotary.com

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Doing the Best That We Can
Is Key to Self-Acceptance

A 15-year-old writes: The best gift
my dad ever gave me was when I was
playing baseball for a local team. I
kept throwing balls and was unable to
strike out anyone. I felt terrible, feel-
ing I had failed my team. I’ll never
forget Dad’s words. I had heard them
before, but this time it took on a very
personal meaning: “It doesn’t matter
if you win or lose; it’s how you play the
game.” He said if I put all my efforts
into practicing and doing the best I
could, then that’s worth everything. I
was special to him. I now realize I am
too hard on myself, and this helps me,
even if I cannot be perfect. No one is.
Please share this with your readers.

Answer: Well said and so true. You
have a special father, too. The true
value is to do and be the best you can,
accepting your strengths and weak-
nesses. To be human (self-accepting)
is to be humane towards yourself.

A Questioning Parent writes: So
what is the expression you feel parents
say that is so hurtful to children? Re-
cently, you stated that when angered, a
parent might be prone to say some-
thing that is harmful for a child to hear.

Answer: There are many times when
parents become upset and angry with
a child and his or her behavior. There
are many times a child is upset with a
parent. The damaging words to which
you refer are, “What is wrong with
you?” This, frequently, is said with
intensity and hostility. End results: It
may make the child feel that there is
something very wrong with him, that
he’s inadequate, or a failure. I feel it is
appropriate for a parent to become
angry, upset or frustrated with a child
and his behavior when it is inappropri-
ate, defiant, unpleasant or downright
nasty. I prefer reactions that are less
devastating: “I’m upset with your be-
havior! You are trying to get me angry,
so why don’t we try to work (talk) it
out! Do you realize what you are do-
ing? And there will be consequences!”
This affords an opportunity to talk,
yell a little and, for both parties, to
vent. After all is said and done, there
should be disciplinary consequences
for the behavior, with time limits set.
Try it; it may work.

A Troubled Wife writes: My hus-
band drinks too much. Whenever we
visit my brother-in-law, they both drink

to excess. It becomes a very unpleas-
ant visit. I want to talk to my brother-
in-law to tell him to stop supplying the
liquor and to encourage “Jim” (dis-
guised name) to limit or stop drinking.
My friends tell me not to do this since
it will start a stressful situation be-
tween us. I am at a loss. What do you
suggest?

Answer: Do not discuss the issue
with your brother-in-law. The issue is
between Jim and you. Tell Jim his
drinking is unacceptable. Explain you
will not visit your brother-in-law un-
less he controls or limits his drinking.
If he refuses, allow him to go himself.
If you do not go, do something that
will offer you some pleasure; i.e. visit
a friend, relative, go to a mall, etc.
Whatever you do, do not involve your-
self in a possible altercation with your
brother-in-law. And do what you can
to have Jim resolve his alcoholic prob-
lem. AA involvement?

Karaoke Night to Aid
Meals on Wheels, Inc.
AREA – The Second Annual Char-

ity Cocktail and Karaoke Night, ben-
efiting Meals on Wheels, Inc., will
take place on Friday, September 19,
from 4 to 9 p.m. at the Knights of
Columbus, located at 1034 Jeannette
Avenue in Union.

Meals on Wheels, Inc. delivers
food to the homebound. The benefit
will include karaoke music (featur-
ing Teddy O’Connell). The $20 cost
will include hors d’oeuvres, 50/50
raffles and other activities. For ticket
information, call Luisa or Greg Jones
at (908) 289-6665.

Leah Geoghegan Earns Gold
‘Making a House a Home’

WESTFIELD – Leah Geoghegan,
a Westfield resident and a rising jun-
ior at Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung, recently completed her
Gold Award in Girl Scouting – the
highest award a Girl Scout can earn.
She is the daughter of Rod and Chris-
tine Geoghegan.

An active young woman both in and
out of school, Leah’s Gold Award re-
flects her values and interests. She is a
member of the St. Helen’s Youth Min-
istry group and volunteers at Children’s
Specialized Hospital and with Sister
Pat’s Camp for children with cancer.
Leah also is a member of the Mount
track team and is a peer facilitator. She
aspires to become a nurse.

For her Gold Award, Leah land-
scaped “Ryan’s House,” a Hospital-
ity House run by the Elizabeth Coali-
tion to House the Homeless. This
non-profit organization is dedicated
to providing homeless families with
safe, sanitary, transitional housing and
to assist them in securing permanent
housing for the future.

She became interested in this cause
after her experience attending The
Sleep Out For the Homeless, a pro-
gram sponsored by Saint Helen’s
Youth Ministry.

Leah created gardens for the front
yard and backyard of the Hospitality
House, while also repairing an exist-
ing deck and swing set. She designed
a schematic reflecting her ideas and
consulted a master gardener and mul-
tiple landscapers for advice and as-
sistance.

Additionally, Leah taught a local
CCD class about the issue of
homelessness and the importance of
service and giving back to the com-
munity. For an activity, she taught the
class how to make stepping-stones,

which were used to adorn the garden.
She also received donations of plants,
soil and mulch from local landscap-
ers and nurseries.

Leah additionally collected more
than 300 toiletries and cleaning sup-
plies from the Westfield Girl Scout
Service Day, which she gave to fami-
lies living in the transitional homes.

When asked how she obtained all
these supplies, Leah replied, “This
process was very long and tiring;
however, everyone I reached out to
was very responsive and willing to
help. The enthusiasm of the commu-
nity gave me hope that I could get this
project done.”

Leah also received assistance from
more than 20 volunteers who dedi-
cated their time and effort to helping
her successfully execute her plan. She
personally thanked Hilary
Abramowitz, Jackie Baldino, Kim
Beattie, Emily Beattie, Fran Bove,
Christine, Rod and William
Geoghegan, Dan Hannon, Sophie
Greene, Carrie Hanson, Emily Harris,
Marybeth Harris, Ronald Holohan,
Mark and Margaret Kuehn, Ingrid and
Richard McKinley, Bob and MaryLynn
Parsloe, Corrine Parsloe, Jeffrey Pate,
Claire Ruswick, Donna and Bruce
Vasel and Alison Wade.

She also expressed appreciation to
the landscapers and nurseries that
supported her cause. Leah received
over $1,500 worth of plants, land-
scaping supplies and food from the
following companies: Williams Nurs-
ery, Parker Gardens, Amberg Peren-
nial Farm and Garden Center,
Westfield Lumber and Home Center,
Mario’s Italian Deli, Dreyer Farms,
Colorscape, Scape-Abilities, Smith
and Hawken, Terrill Road Country
Market, Home Depot and Lowe’s.

Literacy Volunteers
Slate Tutor Training

AREA – Literacy Volunteers has
announced that it will hold a free
workshop for new tutors on Satur-
days, September 13 and 27 and Oc-
tober 4, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Tutor Training Workshop will
take place at the Plainfield Public
Library, located at 800 Park Avenue
in Plainfield.

Volunteers are needed to tutor
adults one hour a week in reading,
writing or English as a Second Lan-
guage. Participants need not know a
foreign language to become a tutor.

After completing the free work-
shop, the new tutors will be certified
to teach both Basic Reading Skills
and English as a Second Language.
An in service is conducted a few
weeks after each training session
ends. This provides both new and
experienced tutors with a chance to
meet, exchange ideas and learn new
strategies.

Literacy Volunteers currently has
more than 250 adults on its waiting
list to be matched with a tutor. For
more information on the upcoming
training, call Susan at (908) 755-
7998 or e-mail susan@lvaunion.org.

Pie-Baking Contest Set
For Fanny Wood Day
FANWOOD – Baking aficiona-

dos are invited to participate in a pie-
baking contest during the Fanny
Wood Day festival on Sunday, Sep-
tember 21. All pies will be auctioned
off, with proceeds benefiting the
Fanwood Rescue Squad.

Winning pies will receive prizes
from sponsor Panettone’s. The first
prize will be a $25 gift certificate to
Panettone’s and the second prize
will be a free submarine sandwich
and drink.

The contest is open to all Union
County residents. Pies must be de-
livered by 11:30 a.m. on September
21 to Panettone’s, located at 42-A
South Martine Avenue in Fanwood,
along with a five-inch by seven-inch
index card with the recipe.

Pies must contain fresh, frozen or
canned fruit as a primary ingredient.
The bottom crust must be a “dough”
crust with any type top. Pies must be
in a round pie dish at least nine
inches in diameter. The pie must be
made entirely by one contestant.

To enter, participants are asked to
print out their name, telephone num-
ber and address and bring it to
Panettones by Saturday, September
20, or bring it with the pie entry. For
more information, call Tricia Nering
at (908) 322-5206 or Ron at (908)
322-8300.

The Fanny Wood Day celebration
is an annual event held in the
borough’s downtown that celebrates
the community’s heritage.

A TOUCH OF HOME…Westfield resident Leah Geoghegan, pictured above,
landscaped a Hospitality House run by the Elizabeth Coalition to House the
Homeless and conducted related activities, for which she earned her Girl Scout
Gold Award. Leah is the daughter of Rod and Christine Geoghegan.

Synagogue to Present
Meet and Greet Event
WESTFIELD – Temple Emanu-

El, located at 756 East Broad Street
in Westfield, will hold a Prospective
Member Meet and Greet event on
Friday, August 22, at 7:15 p.m.

Attendees will have an opportu-
nity to meet temple members, clergy
and staff and to learn about the
synagogue’s religious, education and
social opportunities. At 8 p.m., all
are welcome to attend worship fol-
lowed by an oneg Shabbat reception.
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Someone Is Watching to See
Whether We Live Our Faith

By REV. DR. MARK BOYEA

When it comes to opinion research
on the subject of religion, there is
perhaps no more reputable or experi-
enced organization than the Barna
Group. And so it was alarming to run
across a recent poll of theirs that re-
vealed that 50 percent of American
Christians between the ages of 16 and
29 perceive Christianity to be too judg-
mental and hypocritical. Fifty percent.

Now, of course, opinion polls mea-
sure just that – opinions. In this case,
the data does not “prove” that Chris-
tianity is, in fact, too judgmental and
hypocritical. When it comes to “so-
cial” realms like religion and politics,
however, it’s like the old saying that
real estate is all about “location, loca-
tion, location,” except that with reli-
gion and politics, it’s all about “per-
ception, perception, perception.”
Opinions express perceptions, so if
that’s how this group of younger
Christians sees Christianity as a
whole, then that’s what we have to
concern ourselves with.

Some of what’s behind this percep-
tion is likely the age-old story of
youth and young adults “pushing
back” against the authority structures
of their childhood and adolescent
years. I did it. Perhaps you did, too.
But as I’ve gotten older, I’ve come to
both appreciate the tremendous good
Christianity has brought to the world
and accept its inevitable shortcom-
ings as an institution made up of
flawed folks like me, just as I believe
many of today’s younger Christians
eventually will. Even so, I doubt that
fully explains why so many younger
Christians feel the way they do.

Along with the innate physical and
psychological tendencies that are al-
ways a part of how we respond to the
world around us, our perceptions are
formed through education and experi-
ence. From an educational standpoint,
many younger people do not possess
as strong a foundational understand-
ing of their faith tradition as their
parents and grandparents. This ap-
plies not just to younger American
Christians, but to those of other faiths
as well. As Boston University profes-
sor Stephen Prothro points out in his
book, “Religious Illiteracy,” most of
his students now know little about the
basics of not just other faiths, but their
own as well. And, of course, it is much
easier to – as comedian Steve Martin
once satirized in his classic
“Grandmother’s Song” – “criticize
things you don’t know about.”

As important as the issue of reli-
gious education is, though, my sense

is that the experience piece of the
perception formula is a more signifi-
cant factor for younger Christians. In
other words, their view of contempo-
rary Christianity is largely based on
the Christians they encounter, whether
it’s in their personal sphere or through
the many forms of media available to
them. That being the case, a certain
amount of skepticism and disillusion-
ment is understandable, because while
I have no idea what kind of experi-
ences younger Christians are having
in their personal lives, I do know that
my television, radio and computer
offer a steady diet of stories about
self-professed Christians and their
leaders saying things and acting in
ways which give others ample reason
to wonder whether this “faith thing”
is really worth it.

As someone who believes strongly
that this “faith thing” is very much
worth it, while the Barna Group’s find-
ings aren’t exactly cause for celebra-
tion, I am grateful to know about them.
I say that because the easiest thing to
do when it comes to our faith is “coast”
– become complacent – believe and
act as if we’re setting a perfectly good
example for others to follow, espe-
cially those in the generations coming
after us. The Barna Group, as far as I
can see, has done all of us a tremen-
dous favor. They have reminded us
that we must always be vigilant when
it comes to “practicing what we
preach.” We must do that because our
actions are, in the end, the only real
proof we have to offer the world of
why our religious faith matters, or
doesn’t. The Barna Group has re-
minded us that, whether we recognize
it or not, someone is watching – watch-
ing to see if we will be who we say we
are. Or maybe hoping we’ll be.

* * * * * * *

Reverend Dr. Boyea is senior min-
ister of the First Congregational
Church, 125 Elmer Street in Westfield.
Prior to entering the ministry, he spent
20 years as a college and secondary
school teacher, coach, counselor and
administrator.

‘Getting Through Things’ Has
Kept Senior Sharp and Active
FANWOOD – When you sit in

Stella Forster’s apartment at The
Chelsea at Fanwood, you’re not just
there with Stella. You’re there with
her three grown children, 10 grand-
children and six great-grandchildren.
Their pictures are everywhere – some
are photographs, some are oil por-
traits.

“I did that one,” she says, pointing
to a portrait of a boy and girl, two of
her grandchildren.

“I started painting and sculpting
when I retired at 65,” she says, mat-
ter-of-factly.

On her coffee table sits a book on
the life cycle of the Monarch butter-
fly – from egg to caterpillar to chrysa-
lis to the final stage of triumphant
beauty – a metaphor for Stella’s own
life.

“Lynn has made a garden for but-
terflies in her backyard,” Stella says,
speaking of her oldest daughter, Lynn
Bilman, who lives in Westfield. “The
Monarchs need milkweed to live.
There’s milkweed there.”

When the Monarch caterpillars
reach maturity this month, Stella,
91, will bring some to her apartment
in a small cage to share the miracle
of metamorphosis with fellow
Chelsea residents. As for her own
metamorphosis from war refugee to
successful American business-
woman, she appears to have no re-
grets.

“I’ve had a busy life, a happy life,”
she says with a gleam in her eyes. “I

had a wonderful childhood. My
mother taught me to be independent
and to get through things.”

Lessons on getting through things
would serve Stella well. Her early
life was influenced by Hitler’s Third
Reich, from the day she met her
husband-to-be. Stella Wagner was
17 when she met Hans Feingold at a
Jewish youth club in Vienna. They
were married on June 19, 1938, in a
secret ceremony in a hidden syna-
gogue. Thus, as the new Frau Stella
Feingold, she began her first major
test of getting through things.

“Feingold was my real name,” she
explains, “but I changed it. I picked
Forster because there were no other
Forsters that we knew of and be-
cause some linen I got as a gift had
an F on them. I hid my husband in
my apartment because at the time,
all the young men were disappear-
ing.”

After six months of living a double
life, she and her husband, who she
called John, took a stealthy train ride
to a German port. Luck was with
them. They weren’t stopped along
the way. They booked passage on a
boat to America.

There, a new chapter in her life –
businesswoman – was written. After
a short stint as a cashier at a restau-
rant on New York’s west side, Stella
went into business making leather
flowers to sell to Saks Fifth Avenue.
Leather flowers gave way to sewing
baskets and a flourishing business
across the street from the Empire
State Building.

John got work manufacturing har-
monicas, then at a Bulova watch
factory in Long Island City, Queens.

Today, Stella doesn’t have e-mail
or a cell phone. But she does watch
television.

“I like tennis,” she says.
Yes, she did play tennis in her

youth.
“And Ping-Pong. I have medals

for that.”
She lost John in 2001 after 64

years together.
“I always called him John, but his

stone says Hans Oskar Feingold.”
Stella does spend time looking

back on her remarkable life, but not
too much time.

“You have to look forward,” she
says with a smile.

Stella plays in a regular bridge
game at the Westfield Area “Y,” does
a video exercise routine twice a week
and socializes with her Chelsea
friends. Lynn lives just a couple of
miles away, and the rest of her very
large family is just a phone call away.

“In the last chapter in my life, I
want to contribute,” she says. “I want
to be there for my grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.”

LOVELY METAMORPHOSIS…Stella Forster, a resident of The Chelsea at
Fanwood, admires a Monarch butterfly in a photograph taken by her daughter,
Lynn Bilman of Westfield. The metamorphosis of the butterfly during its lifetime
reminds Mrs. Forster of her own journey from World War II refugee to successful
American businesswoman.
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FREE AIR CARD
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All Saints’ to Welcome Back
Russian Ensemble LYRA

SCOTCH PLAINS – LYRA, a vo-
cal ensemble from St. Petersburg in
Russia, will perform on Friday, Sep-
tember 19, at 8 p.m. at the All Saints’
Episcopal Church. This will mark
the third time that All Saints’ will
welcome LYRA musicians to the
church. The singers, two women and
three men, will offer a diverse pro-
gram reflecting Russia’s vast musi-

cal heritage.
Featured will be sacred songs from

the Russian Orthodox Church, lively
folk music (with appropriate cos-
tumes) and romantic pieces. Among
the composers whose music will be
sung are Tchaikovsky, Rachmaninoff,
Grethaninov and Stravinsky.

The singers of LYRA have all
trained at the world-renowned St.
Petersburg Conservatory. Through
their international choral concerts,
they share the culture and traditions
of Russia with those both familiar
and unfamiliar with their repertoire.

Tickets are $20 for adults and $10
for children under 12. Tickets may
be purchased online at OvationTix –
reachable through a link on the All
Saints’ website, allsaints-spnj.org.
Space permitting, tickets also will
be available at the door the night of
the concert.

A pre-concert dinner (Russian cui-
sine) with the musicians is being
planned, at a cost of $10 per person.
Doors will open at 6 p.m., with din-
ner taking place at 6:30 p.m. To
make dinner reservations, or for more
information, call the church at (908)
322-8047. All Saints’ is located at
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains,
across from Park Middle School.

Calling all alumni...
did you attend classes at
UCJC, UJC, UC or UCC?
Don’t miss the Reunion at Union,
November 22, 2008. Call
908-709-7066 for information.

For information call
908-709-7518 or

Visit UCC online at
www.ucc.edu

CELEBRATING
75 YEARS OF

sUCCess

CELEBRATING
75 YEARS OF

sUCCess

• Choose from over 80 Programs of Study
or English as a Second Language

• Fall ‘08 Semester begins September 3
(register until September 9)

• Fall ‘08 Late Start classes begin September 16
(register until September 22)

• Transfer as a junior to prestigious
4-year colleges or universities

• Flexible class schedules ... days, nights or
weekends, or you can Learn from home with
Online or Telecourses

• Only $90 per credit for Union County residents

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, civil unions, restraining

orders, post-divorce motions due to changed

financial circumstances, residence removal

from New Jersey, visitation modifications

and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI & HEWIT

908-272-0200
www.dughihewit.com

For More Information:

Over 35 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration Panelist

for over 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Department staffed with four additional attorneys

with experience offered at lower hourly rates

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely, Williams &

Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

‘Project Healthy Bones’
To Begin September 4
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” will again offer “Project Healthy
Bones” this fall in Westfield and
Mountainside for men and women
who are at risk for or who have been
diagnosed with osteoporosis.

Classes in Westfield will be held
on Mondays and Thursdays, Sep-
tember 4 through December 20, from
10:15 to 11:15 a.m., and on Mon-
days from 6:15 to 7:15 p.m. They
will take place at the main “Y” facil-
ity, located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield. Mountainside classes will
take place on Wednesdays from 10
to 11 a.m. at the borough municipal
building, located at 1385 Route 22.

The class starts with a 10-minute
interactive educational discussion,
followed by high intensity, low im-
pact strength training exercises with
small weights to improve or increase
strength, flexibility and balance.
Myriam Gabriel, a health educator
and Project Healthy Bones lead co-
ordinator, will facilitate the program
at both locations.

Members and non-members are
welcome to attend. Pre-registration
is required. For more information or
questions, call Jean White at (908)
233-2700, extension no. 246, or e-
mail jwhite@westfieldynj.org.

Bag Sales to Be Held
At Local Thrift Shop
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League has announced that end-of-
the-summer bag sales will take place
at its thrift shop beginning on Satur-
day, August 16.

Doors will open at 10 a.m. The
thrift shop is located at 1730 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains. All
shop proceeds are donated to local
charities.

Participants may fill a bag with
any merchandise that will fit, for $5
a bag, including all clothes, shoes,
purses, books, videos, toys and other
items. The bag sale will continue all
week until Friday, August 22.

The shop will then close for a
week and will reopen on Tuesday,
September 2, stocked with new fall
merchandise. Donations also will be
accepted during business hours.

The thrift shop is open on its regu-
lar schedule of Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday from 10 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. and Friday and Saturday from
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. For more informa-
tion or directions to the store, call
(908) 322-5420.

Yard Sale to Benefit
Homeless Animals

SCOTCH PLAINS – Best Friend
Dog and Animal Adoption will hold a
yard sale at its thrift shop on Satur-
day, August 16. Participants will re-
ceive 20 percent off their total bill
sale on all merchandise in the store
today, August 14, through Saturday.

The Best Friend Rescue group is a
not-for-profit organization run solely
by volunteers. Members of the com-
munity donate all items sold in the
shop to benefit homeless animals.

The store is located at 1750 East
Second Street in Scotch Plains and is
open from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
every day except Sunday and Mon-
day.

For more details, call (732) 388-
8930. Pets available for adoption  can
be viewed at bestfriend.petfinder.org.
Tax-deductible donations are always
welcome and can be mailed to: P.O.
Box 335, Cranford, N.J. 07016.

St. John the Apostle
Offers Healing Mass
CLARK/LINDEN – A Healing

Mass will take place on Wednesday,
August 20, at 7:45 p.m. at St. John
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church,
located at 1805 Penbrook Terrace in
Clark/Linden (on Valley Road in
Clark, off Stiles Street in Linden).

All who are in need of physical,
emotional, relational and spiritual
healing are invited to attend. Expo-
sition of the Blessed Sacrament, In-
dividual Eucharistic Blessing and
Benediction will all be part of this
event.

Participants are invited to stay for
refreshments following Mass. For
directions to St. John the Apostle
Church, individuals may access
sjanj.net or call (908) 486-6363.

Prayers to Be Offered
Seeking World Peace
WESTFIELD – The First Baptist

Church will host an informal gather-
ing to pray for world peace on Thurs-
day, August 21, at 9 a.m. in the sanctu-
ary. The Reverend Darla Turlington,
senior pastor of First Baptist, will
lead the program. All are welcome.
The church is located at 170 Elm
Street in Westfield. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 233-2278.

JUST BEAUTIFUL…Arianna Caiola,
a fifth-grade Westfield resident, do-
nated nine inches of hair to Beautiful
Lengths on June 5 at VP Salon of
Westfield. Beautiful Lengths is a pro-
gram that benefits cancer patients who
have suffered hair loss. Pictured above
is Arianna with Dulce Esteves of VP
Salon.
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FAMILY TREE… Pictured at the
Mannino family picnic at Brookside
Park on July 4 are eldest Mannino,
Jim, 92, and his son, Paul.

Manninos’ Annual Picnic
Celebrates Proud Heritage

WESTFIELD – Four generations
of Manninos gathered for a family
picnic at Brookside Park on July 4 to
reconnect, remember good times and
demonstrate their
pride in their roots,
which have played
a significant role in
Westfield’s history.

The Mannino
family has been a
presence in
Westfield since
1909, when
Rosario and
C o n c e t t a
Mannino settled in
town, and Rosario
started a landscap-
ing business.

As the family grew, the Manninos’
four sons, Martino (Marty), Charles,
Sr. (Charlie), Vincenzo (Jim) and Tho-
mas (Tom), and two daughters,
Vincenza (Vee) and Concetta (Connie),
all married and had children – 22 in all
– and all of them stayed in the area. All
four sons grew up working in the fam-
ily business, R. Mannino and Sons,
and evolved it following college and
tours of duty in the armed services
during World War II.

The Manninos also celebrated many
milestones together – and one very
special event, initiated in the late 1940s,
was the Mannino Family Picnic.

The elder Mannino siblings –
Marty, Charlie, Sr., Tom and Vee –
have since passed away, leaving only
Jim, 92, and Connie, 89. Now five
generations strong, the family resides
not only in the Westfield area, but
also in the south, southwest and north-
west United States. But distance does
not deter the cousins and their chil-

dren from traveling back to Westfield
to carry on the picnic tradition.

This July 4, as in all years previous,
the Manninos shared their earliest

memories of
G r a n d p a
Mannino telling
jokes, giving pre-
sents or playing
his mandolin at
the picnic; they re-
membered the
games of softball,
in which the
Mannino brothers
participated, and
enjoyed food that
recreated the reci-
pes passed on to
them by their

mothers. It’s a clear representation of
the family’s closeness, and a gentle
reminder of a simpler era and the
importance of family.

“Just look around you,” said Dan
Mannino to his cousins on the day of
the picnic. “It doesn’t get any better
than this.”

– Obituaries –

Eleanor F. Smith, 97, Museum Docent;
Active In Church and Local Groups

Eleanor F. Smith

Eleanor Frances Smith, 97, of
Westfield died on Wednesday, July 30.

Born Eleanor Frances Pippy on
March 25, 1911 in St. Joseph, Mo.,
she moved with her family
six years later to West Or-
ange, where she graduated
from high school. She then
attended Beaver College and
Pratt Institute of Art.

A docent at the Miller-
Cory House Museum in
Westfield, Mrs. Smith also
was active with the Woman’s
Club of Westfield Fort-
nightly, the League of
Women Voters, C.R.O.P.,
Amnesty International and a Gnosis
group. She painted sets for the Com-
munity Players and showed and sold
her own work.

Additionally, she was a member of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
and served in many capacities with
Church Women United. Mrs. Smith

currently was historian for CWU.
She was predeceased by her hus-

band, Clarence B. Smith, Jr. (Cap) in
1978, a grandson, Christopher M.

Smith, and a son, George
Fredric Smith, in 2003.

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Sasha Eleanor
Slayton; a son, C. Blake
Smith, III; five grandchil-
dren and two great-grand-
children.

A memorial service
was held at The Presby-
terian Church in
Westfield on Sunday, Au-
gust 10, and followed by

a reception.
Donations are invited to the Miller-

Cory House Museum or to The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

Individuals may sign her guestbook
at www.grayfuneralhomes.com un-
der the obituaries section.
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Elizabeth Kern, 85, St. Helen’s Founder;
Had Been Active on Church Councils

Elizabeth Watson Kern, 85, of Bask-
ing Ridge died on Wednesday, Au-
gust 6, at Care One in Morristown.

Born and raised in Orange, she had
lived in Westfield for 35 years before
moving to Basking Ridge several
years ago.

Mrs. Kern had been a secretary for
Frank McDermott, Esq. in Spring-
field for many years. Earlier, she was
parish secretary at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield and had
worked for the FBI in the 1940s.

A founding member of St. Helen’s
Church, she was a former president
of the parish council. She was on the
executive board for the First Newark
Archdiocesan Pastoral Council un-
der Archbishop Boland and chairper-
son for the Second NAPC under Arch-
bishop Gerety.

Her husband, Albert Kern, prede-
ceased her in 1977.

Surviving are a son, Christopher
Kern; three daughters, Deborah
Brinkofski, Patty Esposito and Mary
Kay Delavan; a sister, Virginia
“Ginny” Watson; 10 grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Friday, August 8, at St.
Helen’s Church. Burial took place at
Gate of Heaven Cemetery in East

Hanover.
Arrangements were by the Dooley

Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made either to the Center For Hope
Hospice or Helping Hands and Hearts
of St. Helen’s Church.
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Helen Elrick, 88, Nursery School Retiree;
Volunteer Driver For Red Cross Chapter
Helen M. Elrick, 88, of Whiting

died on Tuesday, August 5, at The
Pines at Whiting.

Born in Jeannette, Pa., she had lived
in Fanwood for 38 years prior to
moving to Whiting in 1995.

Mrs. Elrick had worked at Active
Acres, a nursery school in Scotch
Plains, for 10 years before retiring.
She was a volunteer driver with the
American Red Cross in Westfield and
was a longtime member of the Terrill
Road Bible Chapel in Fanwood.

She was predeceased by her hus-
band, Irwin Elrick, in 1996 and by her
son, Robert Elrick, in 1979.

Surviving are her son, Bruce Elrick;

her daughter, Pamela Elrick Discko;
five grandchildren and seven great-
grandchildren.

A service took place on Saturday,
August 9, at the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.
Interment followed at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to The Michael J. Fox Foun-
dation for Parkinson’s Research,
Church Street Station, P.O. Box 780,
New York, N.Y. 10008-0780
(www.michaeljfox.org).

For additional information, please
visit www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Ida Nardone, 73
Ida Ciullo Nardone, 73, of Westfield

died on Friday, August 8, at Overlook
Hospital in Summit.

Born and raised in Italy, Mrs.
Nardone came to the United States in
1961, settling in Westfield.

Her husband, Nicola Nardone, pre-
deceased her in 2002.

Surviving are a daughter, Tina
Nardone; a son, Giuseppe Nardone;
two sisters, Mafaldo and Carmela;
three brothers, Mario, Alfonso and
Anthony, and six grandsons.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Tuesday, August 12, at the
Holy Trinity Roman Catholic Church
in Westfield. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were under the di-
rection of the Dooley Colonial Home,
556 Westfield Avenue in Westfield.
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La Leche to Gather
Today at Area Park

WESTFIELD – The La Leche
League of Westfield, a breastfeeding
information and support group, will
hold its next meeting today, Thurs-
day, August 14, at 10 a.m. at LaGrande
Park in Fanwood.

“Nutrition and Weaning” is this
month’s topic of discussion. New,
experienced and expectant mothers
are invited, and children are always
welcome. For more information, call
Michelle at (908) 687-2518 or Ronnie
at (908) 964-1360.

Catherine R. Malloy, 79, Scout Leader;
Was Registrar For CCD at Holy Trinity

Catherine R. Malloy

Catherine R. “Kate” Malloy died on
Tuesday, August 5, at St. Claire’s Hos-
pital in Dover. She was 79 years old.

Born in Boston, Mass., she gradu-
ated from the Children’s
Hospital School of Nurs-
ing in Boston. She mar-
ried Paul Malloy in 1953.

The Malloys lived for
27 years in Westfield,
where they raised their
seven children. Mrs.
Malloy was a communi-
cant of the Holy Trinity
Roman Catholic Church
and was active in church
programs, serving as reg-
istrar for the Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine program and
leading Renew sessions together with
Mr. Malloy. She also was a Girl Scout
troop leader for both of her daughters.

Mrs. Malloy was employed as a
registered nurse at Overlook Hospi-
tal in Summit for 20 years before
retiring in 1991.

She and her husband moved to Egg
Harbor Township in Atlantic County
in 1991, and then to Denville in 2003.
Mrs. Malloy was a communicant of
St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church
in Denville.

Mrs. Malloy will be remembered
by those who knew her for her gener-
ous heart and for her devotion to her
family.

Her husband, Paul, predeceased her
in 2004.

She is survived by her children,
John and his wife, Jane, of Bethlehem,
Pa., Neil and his wife, Maria, of
Ellicott City, Md., Paul and his wife,
Joanne, of Toms River, Mary Malloy
and her husband, Gil Wager, of Ports-
mouth, N.H., Kathleen Malloy and
her husband, Steve Toby, of
Livingston, Walter and his wife,
Elaine, of West Caldwell and Joseph
and his wife, Kathleen, of Lynchburg,

Va.; two brothers and sisters-in-law,
Neil and his wife, Millie, of Stow,
Ohio and Edward and his wife, Betty,
of Boston, Mass., and her sister, Anne

McSweeney, and her
husband, Bill, of
Sarasota, Fla. Also sur-
viving are 16 grandchil-
dren and two great-
grandsons, as well as
many devoted nieces
and nephews.

A Funeral Mass was
offered on Saturday,
August 9, at St. Mary’s
Church in Denville.

Arrangements were
by the Norman Dean

Home for Services Inc. in Denville.
Memorial contributions may be

made to Covenant House
(www.covenanthouse.org/).
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Mary E. Murch, 81, DePauw Alumna;
Enjoyed Activities With Her Family

Mary E. Murch, 81, of Sunapee,
N.H., previously of Westfield, passed
away peacefully with her family by
her side on Saturday, July 26, at the
Jersey Shore Medical Center in Nep-
tune, of complications after a stroke.

Born Mary Elizabeth Knapp of
Redwood Falls, Minn., she enjoyed
traveling with her family and selling
popcorn for her father’s business on a
riverboat during the summers of her
early years.

Mary graduated from DePauw
University in Indiana with a degree in
sociology. Afterwards, she met her
husband, Doug, at the Union Congre-
gational Church of Montclair, N.J.
With their three children, she and
Doug moved to Toronto for two years
before returning to Westfield, where

she was actively involved in her
children’s and husband’s lives, as well
as book clubs and gourmet groups.

As one of the most genuine, caring
and gracious people, she will be dearly
missed and never forgotten.

She is survived by her elder sister,
Harriett; her husband, Doug; her chil-
dren, Susan, David and Steven, and
her grandchildren, Brendan, Kevin,
Collin, Griffin and Avery.

Friends are invited to a memorial
service for her on Tuesday, August
19, at 10 a.m. at the Union Congrega-
tional Church, 176 Cooper Avenue in
Upper Montclair.

In lieu of flowers, the family re-
quests donations to the Arthritis Foun-
dation.

August 14, 2008

Scotch Plains Lions Install
New Officers For 2008-09

SCOTCH PLAINS – During a re-
cent meeting of the Scotch Plains
Lions Club, the organization installed
its new officers for 2008-2009.

They included Mike Solomon, ex-
ecutive committee member; George
Church, executive committee mem-
ber; Marshall Klein, executive com-
mittee member; Dominic Lagano,
membership chairman; Don Wussler,
treasurer; Barney Barnett, secretary;
Paul DuVoisin, second vice presi-
dent; Ron Kelly, first vice president,
and Barbara Anilo, president.

The Scotch Plains Lions Club is
part of Lions International, a world-
wide service organization. Lions In-
ternational has more than 1.4 mil-
lion members in over 43,000 Lions
clubs throughout the world. In New
Jersey, there are over 250 Lions

Clubs, comprised of 7,500 members.
The Scotch Plains Lions Club

meets on the second Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. at Jade Isle on
Terrill Road in Scotch Plains. The
club conducts multiple fund-raising
activities, with the monies distrib-
uted to local charities and commu-
nity activities. Lions primarily con-
tribute to various area organizations
that serve the blind and visually im-
paired.

For more information about the
Scotch Plains Lions Club or if inter-
ested in attending a meeting, call
Barbara Anilo, president, at (908)
322-4472. The Scotch Plains Lions
Club welcomes new members. For
membership information, call Mem-
bership Chairman Dominic Lagano
at (908) 322-6558.

LEADING LIONS…Recently installed Scotch Plains Lions Club officers for
2008-2009 look forward to another year of charitable and community activities.
Pictured, from left to right, are: Don Wussler, treasurer; Paul DuVoisin, second
vice president; Mike Solomon, George Church and Marshall Klein, executive
committee members; Ron Kelly, first vice president; Barbara Anilo, president;
Barney Barnett, secretary, and Dominic Lagano, membership chairman.

CELEBRATION YEAR…In celebration of its 75th anniversary, the Westfield
Service League (WSL) has refurbished its thrift and consignment shops, both
located at 114 Elmer Street in Westfield, with new carpeting, a new racking system,
new display cases, freshly painted walls and improved lighting. The shops are set to
reopen on Wednesday, September 3, at 9 a.m. WSL officers for 2008-2009, pictured
from left to right, are: Lee Perry, first vice president; Sallie Roberts, recording
secretary; Mary Newmark, president; Laura Bertrand, corresponding secretary,
and Robin Benito, second vice president. Not pictured is Merry Wisler, treasurer.

Henry Brown, 82, Was Councilman;
Invented First Money Market Fund

Henry Brown

Former Westfield Town Council-
man Henry B. R. Brown (Harry) died
on Monday, August 11, in Loudoun
County, Va. He was 82.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pa.,
he had lived in Westfield
from 1954 to 1985, when
he retired to Leesburg, Va.
to manage a family farm.

In addition to serving
on the town council, Harry
was a member of the
Westfield Tennis Club,
Echo Lake Country Club
and the Society for the
Preservation and Encour-
agement of Barbershop
Quartet Singing in America
(SPEBQSA).

A frugal man, he established
“Harry’s Famous Carpool,” which
traveled daily from Westfield to New
York City from 1960 to 1985 with 34

plus members over the years.
As an investment banker on Wall

Street, he developed a keen interest in
the financial services in-
dustry and invented the first
money market fund, (The
Reserve Fund) in 1971,
which changed the bank-
ing industry worldwide.

Surviving are his wife,
Betsey; his four children,
Peter Brown, Sandy
Brown, Libby Devlin and
Harriet Dickerson, and his
10 grandchildren.

For information about
funeral services, please

contact the Loudoun Funeral Chapel
at (703) 777-6000. Donations in lieu
of flowers may be made to the
Loudoun Hospital Center in Leesburg,
Va.
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Karen Murad Receives
Freemason Scholarship

FANWOOD — Karen Murad of
Fanwood recently received a schol-
arship from the Grand Lodge and
Trustees of Free and Accepted Ma-
sons of the State of New York.

In the New York Masonic Educa-
tion Assistance Program, qualifying
children, grandchildren and widows
of Masons are eligible to receive
assistance.

This year, the Grand Lodge and
Trustees provided 674 scholarships,
totaling some half million dollars, to
worthy students. More than $7 mil-
lion in grants have been awarded to
over 8,000 students since the program
began 12 years ago.

Masonry – or Freemasonry – is the
oldest and largest fraternal organiza-
tion in the world, numbering over
50,000 Masons in New York and more
than two million in North America.

Timothy B. Benford, 67, Was Author;
Former Councilman and Car Buff

Timothy B. Benford

Timothy B. Benford, 67, passed
away quietly while sleeping in his
Mountainside home on Sunday, Au-
gust 10.

Mr. Benford was the multiple
award-winning author of more than a
dozen books, which included numer-
ous tomes on World War
II and several novels.
One of his novels,
“Hitler’s Daughter,” was
produced as a made-for-
television movie by the
USA Cable Network.

Born May 29, 1941,
Mr. Benford was a
Bayonne native who
moved to Mountainside
in 1974, serving both on
the borough council and
as police commissioner.
While residing in Bayonne, he gradu-
ated St. Henry’s Parochial School,
was an alumnus of the Bayonne High
School Class of 1959 and attended
Rutgers University. During his youth,
he served as an altar boy and was a
member of the choir at St. Henry’s
parish, and also was a member of St.
Vincent’s Cadets Drum and Bugle
Corps where he was a bass drummer.

After graduating high school, Mr.
Benford was employed at the Bayonne
Times newspaper, where he completed
an apprenticeship in the International
Typographical Union and achieved
Journeyman status.

Following his position at the
Bayonne Times, he worked as a
linotype operator at The Jersey Jour-
nal newspaper and also for Jersey
Printing. As his career progressed, he
assumed the position of managing
editor of Travel Weekly magazine and
became increasingly involved in pub-

lic relations for the travel industry.
Mr. Benford was employed by the

New York City public relations firms
of Manning, Selvage and Lee and
also Morris Silver Associates as an
account executive for their travel-
oriented accounts. From there, he

founded his own public
relations firm, Benford
Associates, the client ros-
ter of which included the
islands of St. Kitts and
Nevis, the Republic of
Haiti, Sea Cloud Cruise
Lines, the Aranui Cruise
Ship, and Canodros Tours
representing their
Galapagos Explorer II
Cruises and Amazon Rain
Forest Tours.

He also was a classic
car aficionado who owned and en-
joyed driving his vintage 1956 Con-
tinental Mark II to local car shows
and cruise nights.

Surviving are his wife of 45 years,
Marilyn (née Fabula); his daughter,
Susan Benford Jung of Whitehouse
Station; his son, Timothy B. Benford,
III of Union, and his only sibling, a
brother, Thomas A. Benford of Brick.

Final arrangements are under the
direction of the Higgins and Bonner
Echo Lake Funeral Home, 582
Springfield Avenue in Westfield.

A Funeral Mass will be offered at
11 a.m. today, Thursday, August 14,
at the Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside.

The family requests that, in lieu of
flowers, donations be made in his
memory to the Mountainside Public
Library, the ASPCA/Humane Society
and/or the Mountainside Rescue Squad.
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Area Students Named
To Respective Dean’s Lists

The following area students were
named to their respective dean’s lists
for the spring semester of 2008. The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times publish re-
leases in the order they are received
and congratulate all students on their
achievements.

To receive dean’s list honors from
Rowan University students must earn
at least 3.45 grade point average. The
following students are part of the spring
2008 dean’s list:

Matthew Bocian of Berkeley
Heights;

Thomas De Vito, Laura Grossi, Lau-
rel Hartmann, Kyle Lynch, Paul Mont-
gomery, Jr., Daniel Richardson, Rich-
ard Salls, Selena Santangelo of
Cranford;

Lauren Hauser and Stephen Love of
Mountainside;

Christine Ditrolio, Erin Sullivan and
Alyssa Torpey of Scotch Plains;

Michael Attanasio, Maura Connolly,
Christina Marcus, Lisa Smythe, Brit-
tany Vella and Shanna Vella of
Westfield.

To achieve dean’s list status at Syra-
cuse University, students must have at
least a 3.4 grade point average. The
following students were named to the
spring 2008 dean’s list.

Julia Goldstein and Jeffrey Schulz
of Berkeley Heights;

Jamie Jordan, Oliver Haney,
Danielle Wechsler and Lee Wechsler
of Clark;

Matthew Powers of Fanwood;
Andrew Wong of Scotch Plains;
Gianna Di Francesco, Jared Leung,

Caitlin Mahoney, Jason Mesches, Sa-
rah Peck, Alex Regenstreich, Adam
Rubin, Daniel Schwartz, Nicole
Vendetti, Michael Zahler and Jordan
Zakarin of Westfield.

At Union County College, only ma-
triculated students are eligible for
President’s List recognition. To qualify,
a student carrying at least 15 credits
for a semester must achieve a mini-
mum 3.50 grade-point average out of
a possible 4.00, with every grade be-
ing a B or higher. A matriculated stu-
dent carrying 12 credits during one
semester is eligible for the President’s
List if he/she achieves a grade point
average of 3.75 or better, with no grade
lower than a B.

Berkeley Heights:
Jason Hollowell, Andrew McAdam,

Nicole Ruggiero;
Cranford:
Mareta Aguilar, Andrew Cahill,

Christine Carrion, Jane  Crane, Tammy
Faughnan, Kathleen Gandolfo,
Rebecca Garcia, Charlie Kawczynski,
Susan Lucas, June Mason, Kathleen
Masterson, Roberta Novak, Daniel
Palmieri, Erin Patricia Polito, Dana
Reilly, Lori Riggi, Samantha Savino,
Paul Turkavage, Wendie Walsh, Shaun
Weeden, Marcin Wojcik;

Fanwood:
Diana Chaves, Tina Glosson,

Yoosung Kim, Marlene Mosko, Sharon
Sushko;

Garwood:
Jennifer Leigh Bartolick, Nikke

Chumpitaz, Caleb Darby;
Scotch Plains:
Lorraine Davis, Elizabeth Flood,

Maggie Rose Kosciolek, James
McNamara Jr., James Newman, Mary
Lou Pizzutiello, Amy Tavormina;

Westfield:
Jill Anderson, Kathleen Bludgus,

Cathy Chen, Marcus Crowley,
Raymond Daly, Andrew Emmet, Me-
lissa Govender, Maria Hove, Megan
Kovacs, Alexander Lau, Helena
Pedersen, Maria Pereira, Brittany
Pryor, Rachel Shopiro, Katrine Singh
Baba, Phillip Uhlig.

Michael Verrier of Westfield was
named to the dean’s list at Loyola Col-
lege in Maryland. In order to qualify for
the dean’s list at Loyola, a student must
have a grade point average of at least
3.5 with a minimum of 15 credits.

To qualify for the dean’s list at Vir-
ginia Tech, students must attempt at
least 12 credit hours graded on the A-F
option and earn a 3.4 grade point aver-
age (on a 4.0 scale) during the semester.

Those making the dean’s list from
the local area include Drew Howell of
Fanwood, Daniel Deegan and Matthew
Rien of Scotch Plains and Jessica
Gelsinon, Kaitlyn Moore and Brian
Wolford of Mountainside.

Brian Stotter, a 2005 graduate of
Westfield High School, has been named
to the dean’s list at Brandeis University
in Waltham, Mass.

Brian is double majoring in biology
and health: science. Brian has been

admitted to Tufts University School of
Medicine under its BA/MD Early Ac-
ceptance Program, where he will ma-
triculate upon graduation from
Brandeis.

Deirdre Scully has been named to
the dean’s list at Holy Cross Univer-
sity. Majoring in Mathematics with a
minor in Spanish, Deirdre is a fresh-
man at the university. She is the daugh-
ter of Raymond and Sloan Scully of
Fanwood.

Rebecca Lundgren, a sophomore,
was named to the dean’s list of Rider
University. She is a double major in
Elementary Education and Psychol-
ogy with a minor in Special Educa-
tion. Rebecca is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Roy Lundgren of Scotch
Plains.

Students included on the dean’s list
at University of Delaware are full-
time students with grade point aver-
ages of 3.33 or above for the semester.
The following students made the dean’s
list for the spring semester:

Corinne Elizabeth Curti and Agnes
Marina Schleckmann of Clark;

Katie Rogers of Linden;
Jason Massa of Mountainside;
Stephen Alexander Carroll, Chris-

tine Lauren DeLuca, Megan Patricia
Domenick, Alex Daniel Hofer, Kim-
berly Ann Lorenzini, Stacy Allison
Marr, Alicia Miranda-Browne, Lauren
Michele Spirko and Derek David
Falcone of Scotch Plains;

Chloe Cherin, Lucy Fromtling,
Danielle Gelber, Julie Gralla, Caroline
Hansen, Julia Korn, Claire Macdonald,
John Meredith, Alex Vanarelli,
Jacqueline Weidman, Francesca
Welham and Alexandra Devlin of
Westfield.

Alan Tso, son of Nadya Romero of
Westfield, was named to the dean’s
list at Brandeis University. Dean’s
list honors are awarded to students
who have earned a 3.5 grade point
average or above.

Laurynn Scholar, daughter of David
and Debi Scholar of Scotch Plains, was
named to the dean’s list at the Berklee
College of Music. To be eligible for this
honor, a full-time student must achieve
a grade point average of 3.4 or above,
and a part-time student must achieve a
grade point average of 3.6 or above.

Students named to the dean’s list at
Lehigh University have a grade point
average of 3.60 or better and carried at
least 12 hours of courses. The follow-
ing area students made the list:

Helena Scholz of Mountainside; Alan
Abeel, Cheryl Kaplun, and Kimberly
Molnar of Scotch Plains; and Christian
Heinen, David Hewitt, Meaghan
Higgins and Zoe Zachariades of
Westfield.

Caitlin LiSooey made the dean’s list
of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute for
the 2008 spring semester. The dean’s
list recognizes full-time students who
maintain grade point averages of a mini-
mum 3.0 and have no grades below a C.

Dorwart Receives WSW
Marc Hardy Scholarship

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Summer Workshop
(WSW) has awarded the
Marc Hardy Scholar-
ship to 12-year-old
Claire Dorwart, an
eighth grader who at-
tends Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in
Westfield.

Summer Stage The-
ater Director Kenneth
Horn made the presen-
tation, after the final
performance of The Wiz
on July 30. Claire was
chosen for exhibiting
outstanding achieve-
ment in the arts while
playing the role of the
Scarecrow in this
summer’s production.

Claire portrayed the Pirate Queen
in the 2007 WSW presentation of
The Pirates of Penzance. She also
recently appeared in Roosevelt’s
spring musical production of Foot-
loose.

The Marc Hardy Scholarship was
created to honor the
memory of Marc Hardy,
a young man who was a
talented vocalist and ac-
tor. As a student at the
WSW, he was an active
participant in the theater.
He was also a member of
the Screen Actors Guild
and appeared on The Bill
Cosby Show and in sev-
eral television commer-
cials.

Each year the WSW
presents this scholarship
to a cast member who
displays the qualities of
hard work, dedication and
a positive attitude- traits
that Marc demonstrated

while working on productions.
For more information on the WSW,

or any program of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts, visit the stu-
dios at 150-152 East Broad Street,
Westfield, call (908) 789-9696 or log
on to njworkshopforthearts.com.

SHARING BROTHERLY LOVE…Fanwood resident Karen Murad is shown
accepting a scholarship from Deputy Grand Master Vincent Libone, left, and
Trustee David Stoy from the Grand Lodge and Trustees of Free and Accepted
Masons of the State of New York.

WF Students Receive
HOBY Awards

WESTFIELD —Westfield residents
Christopher Salemme, a student at
Westfield High School, and Paul Vaiana,
a student at Oratory Prep High School,
were both awarded the Hugh O’Brian
Youth Leadership Award (HOBY).

Each September, HOBY Selection
Packets are sent to 22,000 public, pri-
vate and charter high schools in the
United States. This award is given an-
nually to one or two sophomores from
each school who demonstrate leader-
ship and character, and are selected by
their school and certified by the princi-
pal.

Founded in 1958 by the actor Hugh
O’Brian, HOBY is an organization dedi-
cated to youth leadership. During its
50-year history, more than 355,000
young leaders have been chosen and
challenged to be positive role models in
their communities.

The selected HOBY Ambassadors
attended an in-residence seminar from
June 20 to 22 at Monmouth University
in Long Branch.

Wardlaw-Hartridge Board
Of Trustees Adds SP’s Rizzo
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch

Plains resident Louis Rizzo III was
recently named a new member of the
board of trustees at The Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison.

As a graduate of the school’s class
of 1989, and past president of the
school’s alumni association, he hopes
to “bring an appreciation for the
school’s rich traditions as well as a
strong interest in reconnecting fellow
graduates to their alma mater.”

Mr. Rizzo, who has served as tax
director at PricewaterhouseCoopers
LLP in New York since 2005, gradu-
ated Phi Beta Kappa from the Wharton
School of the University of Pennsyl-
vania in 1993, with a Bachelor of
Science degree in Economics.

During his career in public account-
ing, he served a range of financial
institutions. He is currently a mem-

ber of the Wharton Club of New York’s
Finance Committee, and has served
as a member of the board of trustees
of The Caedmon School in New York
City for the past three years.

Mr. Rizzo was a member of the
alumni board of Wardlaw-Hartridge
from 1997 to 2002, serving as presi-
dent from 2000 to 2002. Highlights
during his time as president include:
significantly increased participation
in the Annual Fund, the establish-
ment of the Athletic Hall of Fame and
Distinguished Faculty Award and in-
creased representation on the alumni
board.

Mr. Rizzo said he is proud that dur-
ing his time with the Alumni Associa-
tion, he and others succeeded in mak-
ing a contribution by widening Alumni
support, and honoring Wardlaw-
Hartridge’s history.

WILD WALLABIES…Mammal specialist Travis Gale of Wallaby Tales Travel-
ing Zoo introduces a wallaby to Caroline and Christian Culp of Scotch Plains at
a recent Trailside Nature and Science Center event.

R. Park Native Endows
$10,000 RU Scholarship

NEW BRUNSWICK — Roselle
Park native and retired marketing ex-
ecutive Beverly J. Johnson has en-
dowed a $10,000 annual scholarship
for qualified graduates of Roselle
Park’s school system to attend Rutgers,
The State University of New Jersey.

The new Beverly J. Johnson Schol-
arship Award has been established in
appreciation of “the outstanding edu-
cation provided to her by the Roselle
Park school system and Rutgers Uni-
versity.” It will cover annual tuition
and fees for a qualified graduate who
attends Rutgers.

Ms. Johnson and her family, in-
cluding her sisters Dorothy and the
late June Johnson, were raised on
East Grant Avenue and attended
Roselle Park schools from kindergar-

ten through 12th grade. Her father,
Robert Johnson, was a member of the
library board. He and their mother,
Amelia, were active in the town’s
American Legion Post. The family
attended St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
in Elizabeth.

A graduate of Rutgers Business
School in Newark, Ms. Johnson moved
to California in 1956, and began her
career as a corporate marketing execu-
tive and successful entrepreneur in the
marketing of electronic and computer
products throughout the United States,
Europe, Asia and the Pacific. Her firm,
B.J. Johnson and Associates, became
a world leader in business-to-business
marketing.

Now retired, Ms. Johnson lives in
Newport Beach, Calif.

Area Students Graduate
From FDU Campuses

AREA — Fairleigh Dickinson
University’s Metropolitan Campus,
located in Hackensack and Teaneck,
has announced the names of its gradu-
ates as of May 2008 on both under-
graduate and graduate levels. The
following area students received di-
plomas.

Westfield:
Abbe Rosenthal graduated with a

Bachelor of Arts degree in individual-
ized studies; Joseph Bresnahan gradu-
ated Summa Cum Laude with a Doctor
of School Psychology degree in school
psychology; and Mike Quintanilla
graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in accounting.

Scotch Plains:
Anthony Pasqua graduated with

Master of Business Administration
degree for executives; and Timothy
Staub graduated with Master of Public
Administration degree in public ad-
ministration.

Fanwood:
Shanayia Willis graduated with a

Bachelor of Science degree in eco-
nomics and finance.

Berkeley Heights:
Michael Michejda graduated Cum

Laude with a Bachelor of Science de-
gree in electrical engineering; Patriciac
Primmer graduated with a Bachelor of
Arts degree in individualized studies;
and Susan Zavodny graduated with a
Bachelor of Arts degree in individual-
ized studies.

Clark:
Robert Marotto graduated with a

Master of Arts degree in educational
leadership; and Victor Senofonte gradu-
ated Magna Cum Laude with a Bach-
elor of Art degree in individualized
studies.

Cranford:
Eliana Frigo graduated with a Bach-

elor of Art degree in individualized
studies; Jerome Schimmenti graduated
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in indi-
vidualized studies; and Samantha
Morano graduated with a Master of
Administrative Sciences in adminis-
trative sciences.

WF’s Foley Experiences
College, Business Camp

WESTFIELD — Shannon Foley
of Westfield attended Wall Street 101,
a weeklong residential business camp
that exposes students to the ins-and-
outs of the financial industry at
Bentley College.

Shannon, along with other high
school students from around the coun-
try, lived at Bentley College from
July 27 to Aug. 2 to get an inside look
at the financial industry and a sample
of college life.

Students explored the stock mar-
ket, learned about investing and port-
folio management, and conducted
simulated trading sessions. The week
concluded with a formal presenta-
tion to parents and members of the
Bentley community. The program
also featured guest lecturers and field-
based learning opportunities.

In addition to gaining a broad over-
view of the college-level classroom
environment, students sampled col-
lege life by living on campus for the
duration of the week and attending a
workshop on the application process.

Finkel, Kay Graduate
From Binghamton U.
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch

Plains residents Dani Finkel and Joshua
Kay graduated from Binghamton Uni-
versity State University of New York..

Dani received a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in accounting from the
School of Management at
Binghamton University. Joshua
graduated with a Bachelor of Science
degree in bioengineering from the
Thomas J. Watson School of Engi-
neering and Applied Science.

Woman’s Club Discusses
Bridges Program

WESTFIELD — The Intermediate
Department of Woman’s Club of
Westfield met recently at Isabella’s
American Bistro in Westfield.

The department meets monthly at a
local restaurant for social interaction.
The department also discussed club
activities such as the Bridges Pro-
gram, an Intermediate project for feed-
ing the needy. The club contributes by
shopping and preparing more than 200
lunches monthly through the year and
twice a month in summer.

Projects such as the Bridges Pro-
gram are especially important at the
current time, as food pantries and
shelters can be low on food due to
economic conditions.

For more information about
Woman’s Club of Westfield, call (908)
233-2339.

SPOTLIGHT…Claire
Dorwart is the recipient of
the 2008 Westfield School
Workshop Marc Hardy
Scholarship.

Acorn Early Learning Center

• Safe, affordable, nurturing preschool 

   and day care, ages 2½ to 4.

• Child-centered education in newly 

   equipped classrooms.

• Loving, Christian environment, 

   welcoming and respecting all faiths.

• Open 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 

• Trained, certified staff

Owned and operated by the First United Methodist Church of Scotch Plains

1171 Terrill Road, Scotch Plains | 908-322-4586

Open House
Come and meet our new Director, Mrs. Ellen Morris, 

and see our beautiful new learning and play facilities.

Saturday, August 9, 9:00 to 11:30 a.m

Thursday, August 14, 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

or 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

 

Back to school Family savings 

    
    

Children’s exam,Children’s exam,Children’s exam,Children’s exam,    xxxx----rays, rays, rays, rays, 

cleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoridecleaning and fluoride    

with anwith anwith anwith an    

adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,adult new patient exam,    

    complete digital complete digital complete digital complete digital xxxx----rays, rays, rays, rays,     

and Case Presentationand Case Presentationand Case Presentationand Case Presentation    
    

New�families�only.��
Limit�one�child�under�12�years�per�adult.�

Adult�Fee�$295.00���Child�Savings�$220.00�

567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains 567 Park Ave Scotch Plains     
Across�from�Park�Middle�School���Most�Insurances�Accepted���Interest�Free�Financing�

Not�valid�with�other�offers���Exp.�10/31/08�WL

908908908908----322322322322----7800780078007800  

PSAT / SAT PREP
800-762-8378

32nd

SUMMIT

NEW PROVIDENCE

SCOTCH PLAINS

KENILWORTH

Puglisi Insurance Agency
1831 East Second Street, Scotch Plains

908-322-5150

“We Service Our Clients.”
Our 68th Year

A Family Institution Providing

Multiple Lines Of Insurance.

Specializing in:

AUTO / HOME / BUSINESS

www.puglisi-insurance.com

Peerless - Travelers of NJ

Selective - Progressive

Former WF Grad Harris
Celebrates Retirement

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
High School Graduate Cordelia Har-
ris celebrated her recent retirement
after 35 years of work in the Cleve-
land Metropolitan School District
(CMSD).

Most recently, Dr. Harris served as
director of high school staffing in the
Human Resources Department dis-
trict.

Her previous positions held in-
cluded director of health, safety and
physical education, and curriculum
specialist for health and prevention
programs. In her early years, she was
an orthopedic teacher at Sunbeam
School.

She is a graduate of Westfield High
School and received her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Health and Physical
Education from Central State Uni-
versity, her Master of Arts in Health
and Physical Education from the Ohio
State University and her doctorate in
Urban Studies from Cleveland State
University.

Multiple guest speakers, intro-
duced by Vicky Turner, mistress of
ceremony, praised Dr. Harris’ ac-

complishments.
Those attending the celebration

expressed much praise for Dr. Harris.
Said one guest, “For many of us, we
will always remember Cordelia as a
warm, enthusiastic educator with
more energy and drive than anyone
we have ever known.”

Another said, “Her professionalism
and personable manners were always
a positive reflection on the Cleveland
Metropolitan School District.”

A long time friend of Dr. Harris
noted, “Her ability to ‘double Dutch’
is legendary, and her smile could warm
the hearts of the toughest students or
colleagues.”

“Simply said, Dr. Cordelia Harris
is one of a kind. As I celebrated the
happiness of her retirement, I could
not help but have a sense of sadness
knowing that the Cleveland Metro-
politan School District has lost one of
its greatest cheerleaders. She will be
missed,” said a co-worker.

Dr. Harris’ retirement was effec-
tive July 2008. She said she looks
forward to new opportunities in the
educational spectrum.

Single Jewish Friends
Post Sunday Luncheon

AREA – The Circle of Single Jewish
Friends 49+ will hold a Meet and Eat
luncheon at noon this Sunday, August
17, at Jade Dynasty Chinese Restau-
rant, located at 925 Amboy Avenue in
Edison. The cost is $3 plus the price of
a meal off the menu and tip. To respond,
call Roberta at (908) 669-5084.
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COLDWELL BANKER
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

547 Washington Street, Westfield          $899,000
Nearly completed, this 5 bedroom, 3.5 bath, home built by 
GALAXY Building Contractors will be ready for September 
occupancy. A short distance from town, train, parks and schools, 
this location fills almost everyone’s desires. Gourmet kitchen, 
open family room, finished basement, large master with walk-in 
closet are some of the many amenities.

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell 
Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated 
by NRT LLC.

Donna Perch, Sales Associate
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090
Office: (908) 233-5555
Cell: (908) 468-0242
donna.perch@cbmoves.com 
www.donnaperch.net

E. BELFORD, GUTIERREZ, CIECURA STEAL ‘D’ SHOW

Sofa Kings Rise to Next Level,
Sink DefCon, 11-3, in Game 3

PERCONTE BLASTS DRAMATIC 3-RUN HOMER IN 7TH

St. Anthony Surges in Seventh,
Burns St. Matthew Men, 15-13

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Defense stole the show and over-
shadowed the 17-hit attack of the
Sofa Kings in their 11-3 victory over
DefCon Sauces in Game 3 of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
B Division semifinals at Brookside
Park in Scotch Plains on August 6.
The victory catapulted the Sofa Kings
into the championship series with the
team known as Novy.

During the regular season, Sofa
Kings controlled DefCon with rela-
tive ease; however, the first two games
of the semifinal round went down to
the wire with the Kings winning Game
1, 16-15, and DefCon grabbing Game
2, 8-7.

“We have been going back-and-
forth all season, but they had our
number,” said DefCon shortstop Ed
Gutierrez at the start of Game 3. “One
run games in the playoffs! We have
something to prove tonight.”

Age certainly did not slow down
veteran shortstops Ed Belford of the
Sofa Kings and Gutierrez. Well known
as one of the best shortstops ever
from the area, Belford showed no
signs of losing his finesse in the third
inning, as he covered for a force play
at second then, instead of making a
“no chance” throw to first, he fired in
the opposite direction, nearly nailing
the lead runner at third.

“That’s a tricky, good old fashion
play,” commented DefCon second
baseman Ivan Rosa, who also made a
few dazzling plays, one by taking a
relay from right field and firing to
catcher Nick Gianacci to nail a run-
ner at the plate.

On the very next play, Belford
scooped a grounder, tagged second
for the force out and fired to first for
a double play (DP). But the infield
play of the evening came in the fifth,
when he used his catlike reflexes to
dive on his right side to grab a liner
that deflected sharply off the third
baseman’s glove. While on his back,
he had the wherewithal to fire to
second to complete a force out.

Gutierrez absorbed several steam-
ing grounders that resulted in putouts
and was also involved in a second-to-
first DP. DefCon third baseman Colin
Weber initiated a second-to-first DP
and first baseman Art Schmidt tested

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High drama at its best played out
when Tony Perconte pounded a three-
run home run to right field in the
bottom of the seventh inning to give
St. Anthony a 15-13 victory over St.
Matthew at Brookside Park in Scotch
Plains on August 7. The win allowed
St. Anthony to leap back into a tie for
first place in the Saints Division (as
of August 7) with St. Aloysius, who
suffered a 25-8 defeat to homer-
minded St. Jude.

Perconte, who went 3-for-4, fin-
ished with four RBI and three runs
scored. Teammate Jack Ley, despite

suffering from a severe thigh bruise
from a previous game, went 3-for-3,
with a double, two RBI and two runs
scored. Lou Messano (run scored,
RBI) contributed three singles to
Anthony’s 20-hit total and a blast
from the past, Pat Enright, ripped an
RBI double, singled and scored once.
Chief Brian Mahoney hammered an
RBI triple, singled, scored twice and
added an RBI sacrifice fly.

Scott Smith led St. Matt’s 17-hit
total with a 3-for-3 evening, includ-
ing two doubles, while scoring three
times and adding an RBI. Marty
Marks (2 RBI, double), Mark Ragan
(2 RBI), Tony Radice (triple, RBI)

and Keith Karyczak (RBI) each had
two hits and scored twice. Dave Roth
had an RBI triple and scored once.
Bob Cihanowyz and Bob Gittleman
each had an RBI single and Tom
Kucin singled and scored a run, while
Stan Grausso, Phil Vellucci and Steve
Ferro each added a single.

Smith, from his shortstop position,
pulled off a pair of remarkable catches
in shallow leftfield and St. Anthony
shortstop Messano made a leaping
snag of a liner. Anthony first baseman
Nate Mangiris made a smooth run-
ning catch in foul territory and
Mahoney used his superior height

CIEMNIECKI 4-FOR-4, HR; KOLONY 3 RBI, STUART HR

Watson’s ‘Glory Boys’ Oust
Poplar Place in Semis, 14-3

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Intensity has been on the rise and
so have the Watson Avenue “Glory
Boys,” since the Fanwood Old Men’s
Softball League playoffs had begun.
After pulling out a 10-inning, 5-4,
thriller in Game 1 of the semifinals to
second-seeded Poplar Place, the third-
seeded Westfield boys won the sec-
ond game, 14-3 at LaGrande Park in
Fanwood on August 6 to advance in
the championship series.

Watson Avenue held an 18-9 edge
in hits and Brian Ciemniecki exer-
cised the most proficiency with his
“thunder stick” going 4-for-4, includ-
ing a solo home run, a double with

two runs scored. Chris
Schwartzenbeck (3-for-3) cracked an
RBI triple. Doug Kolony bashed a
two-run double and had an RBI sac-
rifice fly. Jim McKeon smashed two
doubles, singled and scored twice,
and Matt DeMasi provided two RBI.
Jay Cook whacked a double, singled
and scored twice. Ben Kocket clocked
two singles and scored once. Rock
Stuart hammered a homer, Nick
Guysler ripped a double and Mike
Jascow contributed a hit.

Poplar’s Steve Skaar rapped two
singles and had an RBI. Bryan Smith
yanked an RBI single. Bill Guarneri
hammered a triple and Dave Merckel
drilled a double. Kevin Newell, Ryan

Comer and Ed DeFrancesco each
singled.

Poplar Avenue was held scoreless
in the first three innings; however, the
defense registered several sparkling
plays. Newell made a great leaping
stab of a steaming liner at first base
and third baseman Merckel gunned
down a runner heading to first.

Meanwhile, Watson Ave received

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Building Yesteryear Today

Introducing, by Popular Demand

908-232-6380    www.simpsonsbuilders.com

Kitchens & Baths

 A Winning Equation: 
 

Athletic Skill + Academic Achievement + 
 

A Boomerang Recruiting DVD = 

 

 College Scholarships & Acceptances  

    Boomerang Video (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com  

ALL-CORBIN TEAM
ARRIVES SEPT. 11
The 11th annual All-Corbin

Team will appear in the Septem-
ber 11 issue of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. The All-Corbin
Team features photos of fine or
unusual plays, umpires and fan
shots taken at local softball league
games. Additionally, All-Corbin
will include youth baseball.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STIRRING UP A CLOUD OF DUST…DefCon’s Mark Ciecura, right, creates a cloud of dust after sliding into second base
with a double, while Sofa King second baseman Chris Houlihan smothers the ball. See Sofa Kings/Novy game on page 14.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE PUTOUT AT FIRST BASE…St. Anthony first baseman Nate Mangiris receives the throw well ahead of
time to make the putout on St. Matthew’s Frank Letterio in the third inning.

See Photos of games!
www.goleader.com

Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

Office: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  WESTFIELD, NJ 
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

 

FREE REAL ESTATE BROCHURES 
For BUYERS, SELLERS & INVESTORS 

 

www.RequestFreeBrochures.com 
 

Compliments of   
 

TEAM DIRECT:   1-877-285-2477   TOLL FREE 

 

TEAM MEMBERS and 

REALTOR-ASSOCIATES® 
 

GEORGE BIPS, SRES® 
TEAM LEADER 

 

DEBORAH CITARELLA 

FRANK D ANTICO 

VALERIA GUIMARAES 

MABEL T. LEVINE 
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader an The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

August 9, 1998: Experience, wis-
dom and patience prevailed as the Old
Stars persevered a Club 40 battering in
the fourth inning and radiated with
seven runs in the top of the seventh to
seize a 17-15 victory in Jewish Com-
munity Center Softball League action
at Tamaques Park. Jim Kerstein
crushed a two-run homer to give the
Old Stars the cushion they needed.

August 10, 1999: Fifty-four hits
and four home runs went by the way-
side when fifth-seeded J. M. Quick
battled top-seeded Meyer’s Maraud-
ers to a 17-17 deadlock in the Game
2 of the A Division championship
series in Scotch Plains Softball
League action at Jerseyland Field.
According to League rules, in a cham-
pionship series, the entire game would
have to be replayed. Quick slugger
Vin Rappa smashed two home runs
and teammate Mike Juchnik jolted
one.

August 10, 2000: Veteran pitcher
Joe Matuska, with his high-arching
accuracy, kept the St. “James Gang”
off-balance and led the St. “Tom”
boys to a 7-4 victory in St. Bart’s
Oldtimers Softball League action at
Brookside Park. Gerry Riepe led St.
Thomas with three hits, two RBI and
two runs scored, and Mike Brennan
slapped three singles and scored twice.

August 9, 2001: Seven-time de-
fending champions Russell Road met
its demise against Shady Lane in the
opening round of the Fanwood Old
Men’s Softball Association playoffs,
which left the door wide open for a
new boss man. Fourth-seeded
Montrose Avenue took the first step
through that door by outscoring fifth-
seeded Poplar Place, 17-13, at
LaGrande Park. Crashing through the
door were Gary Pancoast and Dan
Kennedy, who combined for 10 RBI,
and Jack Sullivan, who slapped four
singles, all which resulted in runs
scored.

August 8, 2002: After some rules
discrepancies, boos and jeers, and
some strategic intentional walks, Legg
Mason scored a run in the bottom of
the seventh to disconnect Comcast,
10-9, in Union County 50+ Men’s
Softball League, Division 1 action at
Brookside Park. Chuck Archdeacon
(3-for-4, 2 runs scored, 2 RBI) crushed
a two-run homer in the first inning
and Tom Pasko tripled and scored the
winning run.

August 8, 2003: Westfield 12-year-
old White baseball team, who had
previously won the Cal Ripken Dis-
trict 12 Championship, closed out its
season by knocking off Scotch Plains/
Fanwood, 9-5, in the finals to win the
inaugural Union County Knights of
Columbus Baseball Tournament at
Gumbert Field. Steve Anzelone and
Mike Irving were named Tournament
Co-MVPs for Westfield and Greg
Zabel was awarded top player for the
Raiders. Chris Jenkins clubbed a long
home run for Westfield.

St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s
Softball League Standings:

ANGELS DIVISION:
(As of August 8:)

TEAM W L Pct
St. Patrick 14   7 .667
St. Luke 13   7 .650
St. Jude 13   8 .619
St. Anne 10 11 .476
St. Joseph 10 11 .476

SAINTS DIVISION:
TEAM W L Pct
St. Anthony 12   9 .571
St. Aloysius 11 10 .524
St. David   9 12 .429
St. Matthew   7 14 .333
St. Stephen   5 15 .250

St. Patrick 24, St. Joseph 12
Brian Dunn and Matt Marino

blasted home runs. John Deitch and
Pat Luongo were 3-for-3 for Joes.
St. Luke 16, St. David 13

Gerry Reipe (3-for-4) and Matt
Fugett (HR) led the Luke’s 18-hit
attack. Jeff Friedlanders went 3-for-3
in David’s 21-hits attack.
St. Stephen 16, St. David 1

Paul Bifani (4-for-5) and Howard
Bialos (HR, 4 RBI) paced Stephens.
Bialos’ Shutout bid ended in the fourth
inning when Jeff Friedlander scored.
St. Matthew 19, St. Anne 6

Dave Roth (2-for-4, double, HR)

and Mark Ragan (4-for-4, 2 doubles,
triple, 7 RBI) led the Matts. Al Weber
went 2-for-2 for the Annes.
St. Aloysius 20, St. Anthony 8

St Al got multiple hits from 10 of
11 players. Bob Guy (4-for-4, 2
triples) and Kevin Woodring (5 RBI)
led Aloysius. Anthony’s Jack Ley and
Tony Perconte tripled, while Bryant
Pantano and Perconte teed-up
homeruns.
St. Anne 12, St. Luke 8

Umpires impacted another game
with corresponding protests filed by
both captains in the first inning.
St. Anthony 15, St. Matthew 13

See exclusive story
St. Jude 25, St. Aloysius 8

See exclusive story
The Judys got three HRs in the

sixth en route to a 10-run inning.
St. Anthony 20, St. David 7

Veteran Pat Enright went 1-for-5
with a double and two RBI in his
season debut.
St. Joseph 7, St. Stephen 6

The Joes had 13 hits. The Stevies
scored three in the seventh to make it
interesting.
St. Matthew 14, St. Aloysius 13

Bob Guy (4-for-5) and Bill
Aumenta (3-for-5, HR) led the Als.
Marty Marks (6 RBI, 2 HRs, single)
led the Matts’ 17-hit attack.
St. Jude 24, St. Anne 9

Tom Straniero (5-for-5, HR, 4 RBI)
and Frank Chupko (3-for-4, RBI) led
Jude.
St. Luke 11, St. Patrick 8

A questionable “runners interfer-
ence” call made the game interesting.

STRANIERO RAPS 2 HR, 6 RBI; ROTH RIPS 2 HR, 6 RBI

St. Jude Scores 10 in the 6th,
Pummels St. Aloysius, 25-8

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

St. Jude offered little mercy in a 25-
8 pounding of the St. Aloysius “Red
Gang” at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood on August 7. Taking full
advantage of the “Red Gang’s” short-
handed situation, Jude recorded 29
hits, including two doubles, three
triples and six home runs, to win its
sixth-in-a-row.

Jude’s Tom Straniero went 4-for-4
with two home runs, and scored six
runs, and Damon Roth thumped two
homers, tripled and had six RBI.
Harold Hopler cracked a homer,
tripled, singled and scored two runs.
Larry Szenyl drilled a two-run single
and had an RBI sacrifice fly. Paul
Newton yanked a two-run triple and
singled and Joe Negley cracked a
three-run homer. Karl Grossmann (3-
for-4), DeChiaro (3-for-4) and John
DeProspero (2-for-4) each had an
RBI. Ed Villaverde went 3-for-4 and
Jim Hoelzel singled twice, while John
Chupko and Greg Carolan each con-
tributed a hit.

Tim Deegan had three hits, includ-
ing a two-run homer for St. Aloysius
and Mike Walch crashed a two-run
homer and singled, Tom Baldowski
slapped a double and a single, and
George Balint went 2-for-3. John
Reynolds had an RBI single, Art
Hobble doubled and scored a run, and

Bob Guy had an RBI sacrifice fly.
Defensively, Straneiro in left-cen-

ter made three fine catches, including
a spectacular behind-the-back grab
in the fifth inning.

“If I had my eyes open, I never
would have made the catch,” he con-
fessed.

Newman in left was involved in
several close putouts as was
DeProspero at third and DeChiaro at
short. St. Aloysius’ Walch iced more
potential runs with a nice leaping
grab at short. At second, Tom Romash
made a strong diving play in the third
and right fielder Hobble made two
great plays.

“Our infield is good and we have a
hustling outfield. They judge the ball
well, allowing the ball to land in their
gloves,” St. Jude team captain
DeChiaro said. “Offensively, it’s all
about hitting singles and home runs
that get the job done. We’re peaking
at the right time.”

In the first, Al’s Baldowski doubled
and scored on Guy’s sac fly to center.
Jude jolted five runs in the lower half
of the inning. Villaverde singled and
scored on Straniero’s blast to deep
center, DeChiaro inadvertently placed
a perfect bunt and Roth hammered
his homer to right. Hopler tripled and
scored on Grossmann’s single.

“Red Gang” member Walch blasted
a two-run shot in the third, making

the score 5-3. Jude answered with a
run in the third when Villaverde
singled and scored on Straniero’s
single.

St. Al plated three runs on three hits
in the fourth to tie the game at six.
Chris Paterek walked and scored on
Balint’s single. Hobble drilled an RBI
double and scored on Reynolds’ single.

St. Jude elevated its lead to 15-6
with four runs on three hits in the
fourth, and five runs on six hits in the
fifth. In the fourth, Grossmann
singled, Mike Schonberger walked
and DeProspero whacked an RBI
double. Newton clubbed his two-run
triple and scored on Szenyl’s sac fly.
In the fifth, Carolan and Villaverde
each singled, Straniero and DeChiaro
both rapped RBI singles then Roth
powered his two-run triple and scored
on Hopler’s single.

St. Jude scorched the field with 10
runs on 10 hits in the sixth, high-
lighted by Szenyl’s two-run single,
Negley’s crushing three-run bomb,
two-RBI homers off the “thunder
sticks” of Straniero and Roth, and
Hopler’s canon shot to left.

“Hey guys, The Westfield Leader
just took a great picture of Henderson
behind the plate,” hollered Keith Gib-
bons to his buddies in the stands as
Straniero crossed the plate.”
St. Aloysius 102 30    0 2 8
St. Jude 501 45 (10) x 25

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIERCE AT THE PLATE…St. Jude slugger Tom Straniero blasts his second
home run in the sixth inning. He also crushed a two-run homer in the first, and
added two RBI singles to his total. The Judes won, 25-6.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GOOD NIGHT AT THE PLATE…St. Matthew’s Mark Ragan whacked a two-
run single, added a single and scored twice against St. Anthony.

WTA Men’s Masters
Tennis Ladder Told:

The WTA Men’s Masters (50+)
Singles Ladder closed its seventh re-
porting period on August 10. Joe
Donnolo won the top spot with a win
over Henry Williams. Peter Lee
moved to No. 2 in like fashion besting
Chris Wendel in a tiebreaker and Mike
McGlynn took the No. 3 slot with
wins over Dohm and Williams.
Wendel maintained the most active
player status and moved to the No. 5
position.

The regular season ends on Labor
Day, Sept 1. Five players have quali-
fied with eight or more games posted
and three others are closing in the
needed number to make the playoffs.
Check full results for the WTA at
www.westfieldnj.com . The WTA is
open to all Westfield residents.

1. Joe Donnolo (14)*
2. Peter Lee (10)*
3. Mike McGlynn (12)*
4. John Mancini (6)
5. Chris Wendel (20)*
6. Henry Williams (7)*
7. Don Dohm (5)*
8. Jim Oslislo (8)
9. Brian Greenfield (1)

( ) Matches played
*match played in reporting period.
Report matches to
mcglynn.mike@gmail.com

WTA Men’s Doubles
Tennis Ladder Told:

The regular season ends on Labor
Day, September 1. Four teams have
qualified with six or more games
posted and others are closing in the
needed number to make the playoffs.
Check full results for the WTA at
www.westfieldnj.com. The WTA is
open to all Westfield residents.
1 Weldon Chin/Richard Pardo (7)*
2 John Mancini/Jim Oslislo (11)*
3 Doug Loffredo/Peter Magierski(8)*
4 Steve Lee/Clarke Blanton (3)*
5 Chris Wendel/Don Dohm (6)*
6 Dave Cappiello/Joshua Suri (4)
7 Mitchell Greene/Dave Zagorski(3)
8 Michael McGlynn/Irondi Aliche (1)
Tyler Cusick/Tim Ko
Manny Erlich/Michael Muroff
Todd Krell/Ethan Krell
() number of matches played
*match played in reporting period

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

Westfield . . . Elegant French Mansard custom built home in desirable Indian Forest with

over 1/2 acre of resort like property including in-ground pool and Gazebo for gracious

summer entertaining.Features include 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths and 2 half baths.Large

formal Dining Room and Living room that has a fireplace and French doors to one of the

back patios, kitchen has a wood burning fireplace and French doors to back. Enjoy this

home and property from the Garden Room on the first floor.  $1,999,000. WSF0642

For More Information, Contact:

Barbara S. Rothman
Sales Associate

Direct: 908-301-2894

email: barbrothman7@comcast.net
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Watson ‘Glory Boys’ Oust Poplar in Semis, 14-3
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

OSTREGA RETURNS TO CALLING OF TEACHING GOLF

Golf Pro Ostrega Makes Cut
At 29th U.S. Senior Open

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield resident since 1985, Gary
Ostrega, a teaching professional at
Hyatt Hills Golf Complex in Clark,
recently competed in the 29th U.S.
Senior Open Tournament at the
Broadmoor CC in Colorado Springs,
Colo. and, after making the cut, fin-
ished 40th overall. The tournament
was not just limited to competitors
from the United States, but was an
international event.

“Just the experience of being there
in such a prestigious event and how
difficult it was to get in was quite
interesting. To place as high as I did is
quite an honor,” said Ostrega, who
was accompanied by his wife Gail,
his daughter Kristen and his 23-year-
old son and personal cad-
die, Geoffrey, who had
played on the Westfield
High School golf team.

“My wife and daugh-
ter have never really seen
me play in a big tourna-
ment, so they followed
me around for a few
days,” said Ostrega.

It did not take long for
Ostrega to receive some
national attention.

“The first day, being
on the top-10 leader
board through most of
the first round, being
mentioned on ESPN and
on the ticker board
throughout the whole
tournament, they men-
tioned my name as Gary
Ostrega Big Break
alumni, which I was on
the golf channel’s Big
Break reality show, was
a highlight,” he said.

Ostrega finished in
16th place after the first
day and claimed he did
not have his “A” game on the second
day. “I was sweating out the cut but I
did make it. I shot 72-74 on the week-
end amidst all the pressure and the
play for money. I did very well. I
made $11,000, which helped offset
some of the expenses of going out
there,” he said.

Ostrega bogied his first two holes
in the third round, but attracted atten-
tion when he birdied the next three
holes.

“They all kind of went nuts! I
pumped my fist and more of a crowd
followed me to the next hole and I

birdied it. On the fifth hole, it was five
deep. To have that nice positive vibe
from the crowd was a real thrill, some-
thing I will remember the rest of my
life,” he said.

The thousands of spectators and
his family’s presence, however,
seemed not to break his concentra-
tion.

“My son near me is always a com-
fort for me inside the ropes. I’ve
played in front of crowds that big
before. I’m not that nervous in front
of people. I like that environment,”
explained Ostrega.

Speaking of environment,
Broadmoor offered some unique
qualities.

“It was at 7,000 feet. The air was
quite thin. For senior golfers, it was

quite taxing to walk the seven miles.
The elevation from where the club-
house was to the highest point was
500 feet,” he explained.

Other obstacles came into play.
“The animal life was unbelievable.

I saw a 14-point deer. There were
foxes. We had a black bear interrupt
the tournament. The whole environ-
ment was rustic and western like,”
described Ostrega.

Ostrega played some practice
rounds with Loren Roberts, Jay Haas
and D.A. Weibring. “My last round of
golf was with Bobby Wadkins. These

were guys I played against in college
and in the mini tours in Florida. These
were guys I played the regular tour
with in the 70’s. So you never really
escape the quality of play,” he said.

Among some of the well-known
names, who missed the cut were:
Fuzzy Zoeller, Craig Stadler, Peter
Jacobson, Ben Crenshaw and Curtis
Strange.

Ostrega first began swinging the
club at age 11. He was a City Boys
Champion, an Illinois State High
School Champion and went on to
become an All-American at Illinois
State University before competing at
the professional level.

“My dad started me out,” he said.
“I tried all the team sports and I was
very competent but I found a sport,

as an individual, I can compete
against everybody else. It seemed to
suit my personality and talents a
little better.”

Now back in “civilization”,
Ostrega, who had been the head pro at
Colonia CC for 15 years, has returned
to his real calling, teaching golf at
Hyatt Hills.

“I see all kinds of ability,” he said.
“I see everybody from a brand-new
golfer to somebody, who can come
close to competing with me.”

For lessons, Gary Ostrega PGA
can be reached at (732) 669-9100

another crafty pitching performance
from veteran pitcher Jascow, backed
by a superb defensive effort, espe-
cially from second baseman Kocket
and shortstop McKeon. The pair com-
bined for six putouts, including a
double play that spoiled a potential
run producing first inning.
Schwartzenbeck provided sparkling
glove work at third, while Ciemniecki,
Stuart and Guysler made some fine
running plays in the outfield.

“We made the plays, delivered
timely hits, got strong pitching from
Mike (Jascow) and basically played a
complete game. This year we picked
up some younger guys who play ag-
gressively and have speed. If we want
to win, we need to hustle and test the
outfielders’ arms. We never let up on
them. Last time we made the finals
was two years ago. It feels great, ”
said Watson Ave. team captain
Schwartzenbeck.”

Ciemniecki exploded a bomb to
right center, Kocket singled, McKeon
walked, swiped second and Kolony
drilled a two-run double to give the
“Glory Boys” a 3-0 lead in the bottom
first. The lead jumped to 6-0 in the
second. DeMasi lofted a bases loaded
RBI sac fly. Ciemniecki followed with
an RBI single and scored on
McKeon’s double.

In the top of the fourth, following
team captain Mike Kelly’s warning
of, “These guys have good arms. Be
cautious of that,” Poplar manufac-
tured two runs. Comer and Kevin
Newell rapped singles, while Merckel
and T.J Smith each punched RBI
singles. An outstanding high jump-
ing snag by Guarneri at first halted
further damage.

“That’s the way to get up there
chubby,” hollered Newell.

“Yea, yea, look who’s calling the
kettle black,” answered Guarneri.

Watson responded with two runs in
the bottom of the inning. Guysler
doubled and scored on
Schwartzenbeck’s triple and Demasi
deposited a sac fly.

Poplar eked out its final run in the
fifth when Guarneri tripled to center
and headed home on Skaar’s single.

Watson plated three runs in the fifth,
highlighted by Cook’s RBI double,
Kolony’s sac fly and a Stuart home
run blast to center.

“You forgot to smile, smile Rock,
it’s okay,” said Ciemniecki. “Eh,
maybe that toothpick had something
to do with it.”

Kocket, McKeon and Cook added
icing with RBI singles in the sixth.
Poplar Place 000 210 0 3
Watson Avenue 330 233 x 14

WF White Marlins Finish
Strong Swimming Season

The Westfield Memorial Pool
“White” Marlins swim team tied for
second place in the Union County
Outdoor Swim League (UCOSL) this
summer. This was the highest finish
for the “White” Marlins, whose sea-
son included victories over
Nomahegan Swim and Tennis Club,
Manor Park Swim Club and Cranford
Swim Club. Members of the Memo-
rial Pool “Green” team also contrib-
uted to these victories, as well as
swimming in the UCOSL’s Champi-
onships held at the Memorial Pool on
August 1-2.

In the 11+ championships, the
White Marlins had 16 swimmers place
in the top six of an event: Lauren
Schmeider (Individual Medley [IM]),
freestyle, breaststroke); Bridget
Grogan (IM, backstroke and butter-
fly); Aidan Hughes (IM), Dan
Dougherty (free, backstroke);
Michelle Ball (free, butterfly); Alex
Greenspan (free, butterfly); Chris

Joyce (free, breast); Geneva Gleason
(breaststroke); Mark Trinkle (breast-
stroke); Aileen Grogan (breaststroke);
Julia Diamantopoulos (backstroke);
Tommy Pyle (backstroke, butterfly);
Kevin Clauss (backstroke); Joe
Palasits (backstroke); Tim Huber
(backstroke); Lauren Hughes (back-
stroke), and Brian Gingrich (back-
stroke).

At the 10U championships, Sean
Weiszczek took first in the 25-free
and Stefan Crigler placed first in the
breaststroke. Other top six finishers
were: (IM) Crigler; (free) Halle
Riordan, Zachary Youssef, Matt Chen,
Amanda Pyle, Bridget Scaglione,
Luciano Betman, Luke Bigosinski,
Caroline Harris, Nicholas Maher and
Eric Bebel; (breaststroke) Ryan
Bebel, Amanda Lambert, Felicia
Mermer and Jack Ryan Edmundson;
(backstroke) Matt Harris and Stefan
Crigler; (butterfly) C. Harris, Luciano
Betman, Betsy Penn.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EFFECTIVE ON THE MOUND…Watson veteran pitcher Mike Jascur scattered nine hits in the second game for a 14-3
victory against Poplar in the Fanwood Old Men’s Softball Association playoffs to advance to the championship round.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACK FROM THE SENIOR U.S. OPEN…Hyatt Hills Golf Teaching Pro Gary Ostrega relaxes
after competing at the 29th Senior U.S. Open at the Broadmoor CC in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $1,149,900
Exquisite New Construction in the Wilson School District. Beautifully appointed 4
bedroom, 2.5 bath Colonial. Gourmet kitchen/family room combination with granite
counters, top of the line amenities, gas fireplace. Formal dining room and 1/2 bath complete
the lower level. Second level features beautiful master bedroom suite. Master bath includes
granite counter, jacuzzi tub, 3 bedroom and additional full bath complete the second floor.
Easily finishable walk up attic and basement fill out this 2950 sq ft gem. Large lot features
mahogany front porch and back deck.  MLS # 2539319

WESTFIELD WYCHWOOD COLONIAL $1,399,000

MOUNTAINSIDE OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 8/17  1-5PM $860,000GARWOOD COLONIAL $799,500

This captivating 10 room, 5 BR, 4.5 bath Center Hall Colonial style home beautifully
articulates the best of 1930’s architectural design with notable custom amenities for today’s
lifestyle. The masterful kitchen design features Canadian Birch cabinetry, granite countertops,
wet bar, and an endless array of epicurean appointments. A grande sized family room (21x17)
with custom built-in maple cabinetry, dining room with corner cabinets & elegantly
appointed living room with fireplace combine to create a floor plan custom designed for
your enjoyment. The tastefully finished basement offers a recreation room with built-in
cabinetry, wine cellar and sauna. Additional amenities include a charming back staircase to
kitchen, guest suite, generous closets and storage space, multi-zone heating and central air,
beautifully manicured property and storybook location. MLS # 2534082

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Wonderful brand new Colonial in Garwood. 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 baths. Master bedroom
suite with a large walk in closet. Gleaming hardwood floors throughout. Large kitchen
with Granite counters, center island, stainless appliances. Second floor laundry. Large
basement with 9ft ceiling ripe for finishing. 2 car attached garage. Quality throughout.
Close to town and transportation. MLS # 2540595

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,795,000
A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butler‘s pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF. MLS # 2324649

Welcome to this beautiful, sprawling 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths Ranch set on an exquisite property
in Mountainside. This home boasts an open floor plan with spacious rooms, hardwood floors,
updated eat-in-kitchen and 3 wood burning fireplaces. The bright and airy family room has a
vaulted ceiling and a wood burning fireplace on a stone wall flanked by Paladian windows
overlooking the professionally landscaped property. A finished basement, with a bedroom
and full bath, adds to the living space of the wonderful home. DIRECTIONS: New Providence
Rd, right on W.R Tracy left on Park Slope #391. MLS # 2560712

WESTFIELD COLONIAL $2,550,000
Magnificent 4,000 sq ft home, situated on a private lane in Wychwood. This custom built
home contains 4 large Bedrooms, 4.5 Baths, 3 Fireplaces, butler‘s pantry with sink and
wine cooler. Gourmet kitchen with two subzeros, professional double over range, two
dishwashers and microwave. The grand staircase leads to a bridge overlooking the Great
Room. The custom woodwork is a must see, triple tray ceiling with crown molding in the
Dining Room and coffered tray ceiling in the Master Bedroom. The Master Suite includes
closet systems, marble bath with steam shower and Jacuzzi tub. MLS # 2494177

ELEGANT HOMES BY RALPH RAPUANO
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St. Anthony Surges in Seventh,
Burns St. Matthew Men, 15-13

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

and leaping ability to haul in a liner at
second base.

Smith led off the top of the first for
the Matt men with a double and scored
on Marks’ grounder to third. After St.
Anthony failed to score, Marks offered
some words of wisdom to leadoff batter
Roth in the second inning. “Low and
hard Dave! Hit it right through them.
Hit it right through the infield.”

Roth failed to take heed and popped
up to Mangiris on the foul side of first.

As St. Anthony strutted in to bat in
the second, Perconte suggested, Guys!
Be smart!”

They were as Mahoney wiggled a
single past short, Pat Reilly plopped a
single over second and Russ Voorhees
lined a single to left to load the bases.
Mangiris poked an RBI single to left,
Dave Stetin dribbled an RBI
groundout, Perconte lofted an RBI
sac fly and Messano gave Anthony a
4-1 lead with an RBI single to center.

Matt failed to score in the third,
which prompted Perconte to say,

“Good defense out there! Let’s go!
Get more runs.”

Mahoney cracked his RBI triple
and Reilly added an RBI sac fly to put
Anthony ahead 6-1 but the complex-
ion of the game changed rapidly when
the Matts compiled six runs on seven
hits in the fourth to seize an 8-7 lead.

Ley and Enright slapped one-run
doubles to put Anthony up 9-8 in the
bottom of the inning, but after an
offensive armistice in the fifth, the
Matt men had thoughts of aggression
in the sixth and banged away five
runs on six hits to retake the lead 12-
8. Anthony answered with four runs
on five hits to tie the game.

In the top of the seventh, with one
out, Kucin reached on a throwing
error and Ferro dropped a single over
first. Looking ahead, Radice com-
mented, “What do they (St. Anthony)
have, 8-9-10 batters up next? We get
two runs here, we got them.”

Smith launched an RBI sac fly to
left but St. Anthony limited the Matt
men to just one run and marched in to
take their turn at the plate. Mangiris
reached first on an error and Stetin
scribbled a single past short. Perconte
stepped somewhere near the plate
and unloaded his home run down the
right field line.
St. Matthew 100 605 1 13
St. Anthony 042 204 3 15

See photos of Sports:
on www.goleader.com

St. Anthony/St. Matthew
Sofa Kings/DefCon Softball
Watson Ave./Poplar Place

St. Jude/St. Aloysius

Sofa Kings Stop Novy, 13-6,
In B Division Game 1 Final

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Top-seeded Sofa Kings had a
breakout five-run fourth inning to put
them comfortably ahead of the team
known as Novy en route to a 13-6
victory in Game 1 of the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League B Division
championship series at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on August 11.

The Sofa Kings had a nip-and-tuck
battle with DefCon Sauces in the
semifinal round, winning Game 1,
16-15, after trailing 12-4 earlier in
the contest, then by dropping Game
2, 8-7, before handily winning Game
3, 11-3. Novy, comprised mainly of
players from last year’s team known
as Delasal, easily rolled over DJ’s
Limo, 12-4, in Game 1 of its semifi-
nal round, then after trailing 6-2,
erupted for 10 unanswered runs to
stall the Limo men for good.

After Brian Schiller, who finished
with three hits and four runs scored,
got things started, Chris Houlihan

gave the Sofa Kings a 2-0 lead in the
bottom of the first inning with an RBI
rip to centerfield. Novy’s Hector
Hernandez, Frank DiGiavanni and
Mike Colbert put together hits to tie
the game in the top of the second but
Brad Belford rapped the first of his
three hits and three RBI to put the
Kings back on top, 3-2.

Leading 4-3, in the fourth, Sofa
King John Lyp, who finished with
three hits, ignited a five-run rally on
five hits, capped by Brad Belford’s
two-run double and Jay Everitt’s sec-
ond hit of the game. The Sofa Kings
added two more runs on Tom
Hennessey’s two-run double in the
sixth to grab an 11-3 lead but
Hernandez gave Novy a glimmer of
hope in the seventh with an RBI double
and a run scored. Unfortunately for
Novy, the Sofa Kings did not lie down
as Hennessey added another two-run
double in the eighth.
Novy 020 100 201 6
Sofa Kings 211 502 02x 13

LEAGUE CHAMPS…On July 30, the Westfield White 12s travel baseball defended
its first-place position in the New Providence Green League with an impressive 12-2
record. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Mark Lazzarotti, Marc Cavallo, Chris
Algarin, Nick Mennona, Brendon Smith and Justin Slavin; middle row, Frankie
Pinney, Brad Norris, Matty Archambault, David Kane, Tyler Bowman, Matt Lazzarotti
and Michael Hughes; back row, Assistant Coach Brad Norris, Head Coach Anthony
Cavallo, and Assistant Coaches John Lazzarotti and Nick Mennona.

Blue Marlins Conclude 25th
Straight Undefeated Season
Coach Judy Lee guided the

Westfield Memorial Pool “Blue”
Marlins swim team to an amazing
25th consecutive undefeated season
in the North Jersey Summer Swim
League (NJSSL).

The following team records were
broken: Lauren Ross (Girls 13+ Indi-
vidual Medley [IM]); Ryan Gajdzsiz
(Boys 11/12 backstroke; Connor
Moore, Luke McGrory, Ryan Daniel
and Jack Rose (Boys 12U Medley Re-
lay); and Muriel Maloney, Grace Cash,
Matt Barmakian and Colin Daniel (8U
coed freestyle relay). The Blue Marlins
also had strong showings in the NJSSL’s
Divisional Championships and Meet
of Champions (MOC).

At the Divisionals, the Blue Marlins
had 18 individual gold medal winners
and five first-place relays. Individual
event winners included: (IM) Connor
Moore; (free) Muriel Maloney, Ryan
Daniel, Sarah Cronin, Ryan Gajdzsiz
and Tim Walsh; (breaststroke)
Mackenzie Smith, Colin Daniel,
Hailey Reilly, Stephen Husch and Kate
Heffernan; (backstroke) Emma Reilly,
Caroline Basil and Jack Rose; (butter-

fly) Muriel Maloney, C. Daniel, Shan-
non Pyle and Cronin.

Others placing in the Top three
were: (IM) Becky Zhang and Matt
Trinkle; (free) Jack Cifelli, Delaney
Kuska and Husch; (backstroke) Cash,
M. Smith, M. Barmakian, Pyle, Evan
Moore, R. Gajdzsiz, McGrory, Allison
Rose, Matt Daniel and Ryan Hobson;
(breaststroke) Danielle Rubiano,
Cifelli, Basil, R. Daniel, J. Rose,
Zhang, Erika Daniel, C. Moore, David
Adsit, A. Rose, Krysta Huber and
Matthew Blutfield; (butterfly) Cash,
Leigh Papadopoulus, Kreusser,
Walsh, Heffernan and Blutfield.

At the MOC, Muriel Maloney (free,
butterfly) and Colin Daniel (breast,
butterfly) won two gold medals each.
Other first place finishers were: (free)
Kuska and Cronin; (breaststroke)
Smith, Husch. Top three finishers in-
cluded: (IM) Zhang and C. Moore;
(free) Husch; (backstroke) J. Rose,
McGrory and A. Rose; (breaststroke)
Basil, Zhang, Husch, C. Moore and
Heffernan; (butterfly) Cronin. The
Blue Marlins also won three relays at
the MOC.

Central Jersey Stars Finish
Soccer Tour of Brazil

Combining soccer training and
games, with an abundance of donated
soccer cleats, warm-ups, socks, shirts,
shorts, balls etc, sightseeing and ca-
maraderie, The Central Jersey Stars
(CJS), coached by Keith Hertell of
Westfield and six other adults, trav-
eled to Brazil for a 12-day stay.

Alyssa Straniero (CJS team mem-
ber) from Scotch Plains chose as her
senior project, “American cleats for
Brazilian feet.” As a result of her ef-
forts, 387 pairs of cleats and most of
the other donations were delivered to
three different very poor areas of Bra-
zil. Every girl carried an additional
suitcase with the donations in it. On
one very momentous occasion, the
girls ran a clinic for over 70 young-
sters in a very small village, then after
the activities, passed out the cleats and
uniforms to the kids. The village turned
out in large numbers to thank the girls.

The CJS played against three very
competitive teams, two in the San
Paulo area and one from Rio de
Janiero. The teams were all profes-
sional club teams, Juventus, Santos
and Fluminese. The sightseeing in
Rio included, The Christ, Sugar Loaf,
and the largest stadium in the world,

Maracana. Marancana will be the
sight for the 2014 World Cup final.

The girls and boys attending were:
From Westfield – Stephanie and Brit-
tany Cortinhal, Meredith Clark, Briana
Gonsalves, Claire Bennett, Taylor
Manetti, Aierlle Ziering, Margeaux
Hedley (Union Catholic HS), Kathleen
Esler and Grace McKenzie; Others –
Sheryl Markovitz (Scotch Plains),
Krystin Orrico (Cranford), Alex Ameen
(New Providence), Ashley Fields (Bask-
ing Ridge), Alexa Baird (Plainfield –
Catabwa College), Rachel Cohen,
Alison Synder and Colleen Laughlin
from Summit. Todd Saunders and Andy
Flood, both of Westfield, attended and
participated in a special Individualized
Personal Training Program. Adults at-
tending were: Kathleen Hertell, Gina
Clark, Mary Ellen Hedley, AnnMarie
Field, Mario Cortinhal (photographer
extraordinary) and Bill Esler. Eduardo
met us in Brazil and was our trainer and
interpreter.

The club thanks all those who con-
tributed to make the trip such a won-
derful and memorable experience for
all who attended, and, a special thanks
to Zamba Chicken for their generous
donation of the girls’ uniforms.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST…Sofa King first baseman Jay Everitt makes the
putout just in time to get the speedy Novy runner Chris Toledo.

The seventh reporting period has
come to a close with only one change to
the top five. Melvin Diep retained the
top spot with wins over Paul Newsome,
6-2, 2-6 10-7 (tiebreak), and Cristina
Newsome, 6-2, 7-5. Cristina kept the
second position with a 10-3 win over
Paul, who maintained the third position
with a 6-1, 6-0 win over Weldon Chin.
Robert Errazo held the fourth position
with 7-6 (7-3), 6-1 win over Tuyen
Diep. Richard Pardo climbed to the
fifth position with a hotly contested 6-
4, 4-6, 7-6 (7-2) win over Tuyen. Pardo
held on to the most active spot with 27
matches played on the season.

The eighth and final reporting pe-
riod ends on September 9. Playoffs
follow immediately thereafter and
members must have eight matches
played to participate. Please report
all match activity to Richard Pardo at

rspardo531@msn.com.
  1. Mel Diep (9)* 25. E. Bronander(8)*
  2. C. Newsome(9)* 26. M. Rappoport(5)*
  3. P. Newsome(11)*27. Stu Gruskin(7)*
  4. Rob Errazo(7)* 28. J. Donnolo(6)*
  5. Rich Pardo(27)* 29. Rod North (3)
  6. T. Diep (25)* 30. Andy Cohen(3)*
  7. Rich Stewart(6)* 31. Chris Farella(11)*
  8. Weldon Chin(17)*32. Andy Ross(16)*
  9. Tim Ko (15)* 33. Manny Erlich(1)
10. I. Bouchouev(10)*34. Mike Muroff(9)
11. Tyler Cusick(3)* 35. Gordy Brown(4)*
12. Tom Bauer(4) 36. H. Williams(3)*
13. Ethan Krell(6) 37. Azim Saifee (3)
14. Vin Camuto(3) 38. Warren Friss (1)
15. F. Adriaens(10)* 39. P. Magierski (1)
16. T. Bigosinski(10)40. Kevin Gapp (5)
17. D. Loffredo(12)* 41. B. Greenfield(1)
18. Steve Lee (7)* 42. M. Abbattista(1)*
19. Mike Manders(4)*43. Nate Weiss (3)*
20. Chris Wendel(18)* 44. Zac Friss
21. David Ferio(10)* 45. Todd Krell
22. Josh Suri (20)* 46. Rich Boland
23. Mike Gonella(4) 47. Mikel Pastore
24. Vito Nisita (14)* 48. Sravan Emany
*match played in reporting period
( )matches played

WTA Men’s Singles Tennis Ladder Results:

Sofa Kings Rise to Next Level,
Sink DefCon, 11-3, in Game 3

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

his leaping ability on a putout.
DefCon right fielder Mark Ciecura

made the outfield play of the evening
with a lunging stab in the third in-
ning. He added another leaping grab
in the fifth. Leftfielder Joe Cepparulo,
Jr. made a running catch in the sec-
ond. Sofa King leftfielder John Lyp
made a fine catch and right fielder
Brian Schiller, a former SPF football
quarterback standout, utilized his rifle
arm to gun down a runner at third.

Schiller (RBI, double) and Ryan
Gergich (2 RBI) got the Sofa Kings
active with three hits and two runs
scored each. Tom Hennessey (run
scored) had a pair of singles and three
RBI, while Brad Belford (double)
and Chris Houlihan each had two
hits, an RBI and scored once. Ed
Belford had an RBI double and an
RBI sacrifice fly. Lyp (RBI) and
pitcher Craig Gatto each singled and
scored once. Brandon Lorenz had a
pair of singles and Enselmo DeFabio
scored once.

DefCon’s Tony Mineo tripled,
singled and scored twice and pitcher
Mike Cornacchia had a pair of singles

in his three at bats. Mike Rusin
doubled, scored once and had two
RBI. Ciecura had an RBI double.
Rosa, Gutierrez, Cepparulo, Jr. and
Gus Alvarez each contributed a single.

Sofa Kings scored a pair of runs in
the bottom of the first on Hennessey’s
RBI single and Ed Belford’s RBI sac
fly. In the meantime, pitcher Gatto
yielded just one run to DefCon in the
first seven innings when Mineo tripled
and scored on Rusin’s groundout in
the second.

Brad Belford ripped his RBI double
in the fourth then the Sofa Kings
added four more runs in the fifth on
six straight hits, one an RBI double
from Ed Belford. The score rose to 9-
1 in the sixth when Brad Belford and
Gatto scored. Schiller also scored but
was ruled out for leaving base too
early.

Rusin and Ciecura drilled RBI
doubles in the eighth for DefCon’s
final runs and Sofa Kings answered
in the bottom of the inning when
Gatto and DeFabio crossed the plate.
DefCon Sauces 010 000 020 3
Sofa Kings 200 142 02x 11

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A DOUBLE, LOOKING FOR MORE…After ripping a double, Sofa
King Brian Schiller looks for more action as DefCon shortstop Ed Gutierrez
covers second base.

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625

Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59
A.M. on 8/19/08, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:

Re-Advt. Maint. Mix Asphalt Pavement Crack Sealing Cont., North - 2008, Various
locations in Various Counties of North Region, Bergen, Essex, Hudson, Morris,
Passaic, Sussex, Union Counties and partly Warren Co.; 100% State; DP  No: 08450

Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, C.127 N.J.A.C.
17:27. Pursuant to P.L. 2005, C. 51 the awarded bidder must provide a completed
Contractor Certification and Disclosure of Political Contribution Form(s) within
fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 52:32-44, all bidders must
be registered with the New Jersey Department of Treasury, Division of Revenue,
Business Registration, as of the date of bids.  The awarded bidder must provide proof of
valid business registration within fourteen (14) days from the award date. Pursuant to the
“Public Works Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L. 2003, c.
91), all bidders must be registered with the New Jersey Department of Labor, Division of
Wage and Hour Compliance, at the time of bid. The awarded bidder must provide proof
of PWCR within fourteen (14) days from the award date.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at
Bid Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To
subscribe follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents
and plans and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are
directly payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be
inspected (BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field
Offices at the following locations:

200 Stierli Court Route 79 and Daniels Way 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Freehold, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 732-308-4025 856-486-6624

3 T - 7/31/08, 8/7/08 and 8/14/08, The Leader Fee: $205.02

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
© 2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net

 Direct Line 908-301-2015

Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

Westfield . . . Magnificent Stone Creek custom 12 RM, 6 BDRM, 7 ½ BTH, 6600 sq.ft.
colonial. Architectural integrity, detailed craftsmanship & prestigious location. Outstanding
amenities.-customized ceilings, exquisite millwork, old world arched drways, 2 story foyer
w/motorized chand. Lift, 4 frplcs, circular strcase, holiday sz DR, deluxe KIT, butler’s pantry
w/wet bar,  1st flr guest suite, Library, Master suite w/frplc, dress. Rm, & sitting rm. 1st & 2nd

flr game rms, 3 car garage, 4 zn HT & CAC.  148 x 200 property.      $2,995,000.  WSF0065

Westfield . . . Magnificent 5 bedroom Tudor, w/ exceptional craftsmanship and architectural
integrity. Archways, carved cornices,& dentil molding add to the distinctive style. Recent
improvements include extensive landscaping, refurbished in ground pool, new designer
kitchen, all baths updated, new interior décor & refinished hardwood floors. Dramatic 2
story entrance w/grand staircase , spacious living room w/ fireplace. Garden/family room
w/ barrel ceiling, & French doors  to  raised flagstone patio & fenced grounds. The banquet
size dining room opens to new kitchen and breakfast area. A bedroom/den and newer full
bath off the kitchen for guests or au pair.  Four spacious bedrooms & three newer full
baths. Expandible attic, walk-out basement, rec room, storage & 2 car garage.      $1,550,000.

Westfield . . . Warmth & ambiance fill this charming CH Col in the heart of Wychwood.
8 RMS, 3 BRS, 2 ½ BTH home on 80 x 149 property. Plantation front porch, LR foyer &
DR w/refinished wide plank FLRs, beaut detail molding. Custom new’r Dudick KIT w/
granite, cherry cabs, bright FR with modified ceiling. 2 zn CAC, 2 new BTHS, refin.
many new wndws, & extensive exterior upgrades.      $950,000.

Meet Lisette Guzman

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
Office: 908-233-5555
Direct Line: 908 301-2059
Cell Phone:  908 494-7178
Email:lgsells@gmail.com
Web: www.lisetteguzman.com

©2008 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Corporation.

An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Incorporated.

at our Westfield Office
The Westfield office of Coldwell Banker

is pleased to announce that Lisette

Guzman has joined their staff of Sales

Associates. An experienced professional,

Guzman’s marketing strategies coupled

with Coldwell Banker’s state of the art

support systems, will provide you with the

greatest opportunity to sell your home for

the best possible price and as quickly as

possible. Whether buying or selling,

Lisette is dedicated to provide professional, ethical and

confidential service and will keep you fully informed every step of

the way.  Bi-lingual in Spanish, Guzman is able to connect with

International buyers as well.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Lisette Guzman

Sales Associate

Adie Shaalan
• Top Sales Month of July
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put his neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Adie Shaalan
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Adie in, and he’ll bring results!
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CLASSIFIEDS

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

DECKS

KITCHENS

BATHROOMS

BASEMENTS and

of course ADDITIONS

John Killoran

908-232-2268
NJHIC# 13VH03286900

Murph
Construction Co., Inc.

Fine Quality Homes
CUSTOM RENOVATIONS

Leo C. White Jr.

www.murphconstruction.com

Office: 908.654.9098

Cell: 908.233.9588

Home renovations and

handyman service.

Kitchens, baths,

basements, additions

and more.

Ed & the Boys

973-819-5720

For honest, reliable and
quality work call:

CELEBRATING OUR 22ND YEAR IN BUSINESS!

B&D
PLUMBING

and
HEATING

908-654-7505     LICENSE #7638

REPAIRS / SERVICE WORK / SMALL DRAIN CLEANING
WATER HEATER SPECIALISTS

NO JOB TOO SMALL / WE DO IT ALL

COMMERCIAL

RESIDENTIAL

ALTERATIONS

Warley’s
Painting

INTERIOR - EXTERIOR

Affordable Prices
Free Estimates

973 - 460 - 1274
973 - 474 - 6016

The most cost effective way to get your

home project started & finished.

908-322-4596
201-343-7383

www.gtfmllc.com

Ask For Bill

General Contracting

MASONRY

REPAIRS
Fireplaces • Chimneys

Porches • Steps

Fast Reliable Service

732-752-4242

40 Years Experience

Licensed & Insured • All credit cards

Marigliano

Cell: 732-421-0033

Contractor, LLC

Ceramic Tile
and Marble

JOHN DeNICOLA JR.

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling • Ceramic Tile

Owner Operated • Over 25 Years Experience

908-232-7383

Long Lasting Quality Work

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

DARM NOTICE

TAKE NOTICE the Town of Westfield
in the State of New Jersey has received
notification from the Division of Archives
and Records Management of the Depart-
ment of State of the State of New Jersey
that a review and evaluation of the image
processing system currently in use for
Construction Plan and Permit records
maintained in the office(s) of the Westfield
Building Department has been com-
pleted and an application for certification
of said image processing system for the
keeping of public records has been sub-
mitted, per P.L.1994, c.140 and N.J.A.C.
15:3-4 and 5, for approval by the State
Records Committee, as established un-
der N.J.S.A. 47:3-20.

Per N.J.A.C. 15:3-5.4, stakeholders and
other members of the public have 23 work-
ing days to register written comments with
the State Records Committee before con-
sideration of the aforementioned applica-
tion at the next regularly scheduled public
meeting of the Committee to be held at the
Library for the Blind and Handicapped and
State Records Storage Center, 2300
Stuyvesant Avenue, Ewing Township,
Trenton, New Jersey on Thursday, the
18th of September, 2008, beginning at
10:00 a.m.

Copies of the completed application are
available for viewing and examination by
the public at the offices of the Westfield
Engineering Department, located at 959
North Avenue West, Westfield, New
Jersey 07090, during regular business
hours, Monday through Friday (excluding
State holidays) between 8:30AM and
4:30PM.

Written comments should be mailed to
Karl Niederer, Chair, State Records Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 307, Trenton, New Jer-
sey 08625-0307 or delivered to the same
at the Library for the Blind and Handi-
capped and State Records Storage Cen-
ter, 2300 Stuyvesant Avenue, Ewing Town-
ship, Trenton, New Jersey 08618-3226.
1 T- 8/14/08, The Leader Fee: $42.33

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF TRUSTEES

WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY
MEETING NOTIFICATION

TAKE NOTICE that the Board of Trust-
ees of the Westfield Memorial Library will
meet in a special public meeting, at which
the public may attend and participate on
the following date in the Program Room of
the Westfield Memorial Library, 550 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey at
7:30 PM.

August 25, 2008, Monday

The agenda for this meeting will include
discussion and possible action on a con-
tract affecting employees at the library
represented by CWA Local 1031. The
aforementioned notice has been prepared
and will be posted, mailed and filed in
accordance with the provisions of the Open
Public Meetings Act.
1 T - 8/14/08, The Leader Fee: $19.89

PUBLIC NOTICE
MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION

OF NEW JERSEY

Note; complying with N.J.S.A. 39:4-56.6,
application has been made to the Chief
Administrator of the Motor Vehicle Com-
mission of New Jersey “MVC of NJ”, Tren-
ton, New Jersey to get title papers allowing
the sale of a 1962 Chevrolet vin#
21847T172095 and a 1999 Escort vin#
1FAFP13P1XW138308.

Any objections, should be made imme-
diately to the Chief Administrator of the NJ
MVC , Special Services, P.O.B 017, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08666-0017
1 T - 8/14/08, The Leader Fee: $14.28

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its August 11, 2008 meeting for the
following applications heard at its July 14,
2008 meeting.

Vincent Spera, 1010 Boynton Avenue,
Applicant seeks permission to relocate
and retain a shed contrary to Sections
12.04F1 and 13.01G1b of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Simon & Karen Lack, 10 Kimball
Circle, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a two-story addition contrary to Sec-
tion 12.03D&E of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved with conditions.

Kenneth & Suzanne Welsh, 639
Dorian Road, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a one-story addition con-
trary to Section 11.08E6 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Bryant & Jacqueline Pantano, 18 Ply-
mouth Road, Applicant seeks permission
to construct a one-story rear addition, a
two-story side addition, an enclosed front
entrance porch, a rear dormer and a new
garage contrary to Sections 11.06E,
12.04F, and 12.04E of the Land Use Ordi-
nance. Application approved with condi-
tions.

Thomas R. Summers, 545 Hanford
Place, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a single story addition contrary to
Sections 12.04F1 and 11.09E5 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved with
conditions.

Robert E. Nash, 1915 Grandview Av-
enue, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a second story addition contrary to
Sections 12.04F1 & F2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Michael & Margaret Smith, 913 Moun-
tain View Circle, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a first story addition con-
trary to Sections 11.06E6, 12.04E1, and
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance. Ap-
plication approved with conditions.

Wallace and Linda Parker, 243 Kimball
Avenue, Applicant seeks permission to
construct a new garage contrary to Sec-
tion 13.01I.1 of the Land Use Ordinance.
Application approved with conditions.

Joycee Vartoukian, 9 Doris Parkway,
Applicant seeks permission to construct a
first story addition contrary to Sections
11.09E7 and 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Application approved with con-
ditions.

Richard & Lori Skoller, 713 Scotch
Plains Avenue, Applicant seeks permis-
sion to construct a second story addition
contrary to Section 11.06E6 of the Land
Use Ordinance. Application approved with
conditions.

Elisa & Terry Gallagher, 851 Boule-
vard, Applicant seeks permission to con-
struct a 2 1/2 story addition, a screened-in
porch and a patio at the rear of the home,
and a second story addition over the exist-
ing single story buildings on both side of
the house, contrary to Section 11.07E6 of
the Land Use Ordinance. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T- 8/14/08, The Leader Fee: $70.38

HIP HOP DANCE INSTRUCTOR

P.T. Dance instructor wanted in
Westfield, Thursdays, 4:00-5:00
(opportunity for more classes)
experience working with children,
hip hop & jazz. Call

(908) 232-6440

LBI VACATION RENTAL

5-Bdrm, 2 bath, sleeps 11, only
5 houses to beach! Available
from Aug 30th to Sept 6th (other
weeks in Sept/Oct). Reduced to
$2500. Special rate for Westfield
Leader / SP Times readers.
Call John @ (908) 803-2290

CUSTOMER SERVICE

HoneyBaked Ham, Watchung
seeks Clerks, Phone,

Food Prep & Delivery People.
Must have license and car.

Call (908) 755-3524

AFTER SCHOOL CHILDCARE

Childcare needed for 2 boys from
3-6pm M-F. Good pay. Must drive.
Please call (908) 247-0039.

GARAGE SALE

Saturday, August 16th
9am - 5pm

634 Raymond Street
Westfield

ESTATE SALE

Sat. August 16th, 9am-3pm
Antique furniture (Thomasville)

vintage and modern items,
electronics, household.

No early birds
1726 Boulevard, Westfield.

DRIVER WANTED

Oil Route/sales. Customer Inter-
action, CDL-B. Airbrakes Hazmat,
clean MVR, Great pay/benefits.
recruiter-north@safety-kleen.com

(908) 862-2000
TRANSCRIPTIONIST

Experience a must. Good spelling
skills, speed and accuracy, knowl-
edge of medical/pharma, tight
deadlines. Reliable. Send resume:
transcripts123@yahoo.com

HEAD & ASSISTANT COACH

JCC of Central N.J. is looking for
fun, energetic and experienced
swim coaches for the 2008 - 2009
Swim Season. Preferred
qualifications include WSI/CPR/
LGT/FA or equivalent
certifications. Flexible schedules,
salary based on experience.

E-mail resumes to
esoder@jccnj.org or

call (908) 889-8800 ext. 219

CONDO FOR RENT

SCOTCH PLAINS. Condo on
private cul-de-sac features 5
rooms and incls. 2 BRs, 1.5 baths,
open floor plan, refin. hardwood
floors, newer applncs, fireplace in
Living Rm & sliders to deck.
Convenient to bus & shopping.
$1850/mo.

BURGDORFF ERA
Realtors - Westfield

(908) 233-0065

PHOTOGRAPHY

Event and family photographer to
keep your Soiree alive forever.
Professional references. Call
Dave Samsky at (908) 693-0158
Email: dsamsky@verizon.net

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out - Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

If you don’t have time to clean,
I will do it for you!

Reliable, reasonable rates.
Good references. 5 years exp.

Call me! (973) 583-8997 or
(973) 878-2181 Neide

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
400 Sq. Ft., Parking Available

Available Now
$800 per month
(201) 891-1130

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

Westfield
Elm St. Professional Building
1085 Sq. Ft. 2nd Fl, Parking,

Available August 1, 2008
$2,695.00 per month

(201) 891-1130

MED. ASST. / VENIPUNCTURE

Immediate full-time opening in
small doctors office in Westfield.
Experience at front desk as well.
Contact Patty at (908) 232-1345
or fax resume to (908) 232-1697.

OFFICE SPACE

Beautiful new office in Scotch
Plains for $795.00 incls telephone,
internet. Ideal for professional.
Visit havenexecutivesuites.com
or call (908) 296-2142.

GENERAL HOUSE CLEANING

Laundry, Ironing, Windows
Bring own supplies!

I love animals.
(908) 577-7858

HELP WANTED

“Something special is happening
here.” Grow with Prudential NJ
Properties! Hiring new/experi-
enced agents! Excellent training.

(908) 232-5664 (Margie)

HELP WANTED

Drivers: Local Oppty!
Great Sal/Benefits.

Route Sales/Svc Rep.
HS Grad, CDL-B a Plus.

Recruiter-north@safety-kleen.com
(908) 791-9600

FABULOUS

Window Treatments
Interior Designing

by a Professional Designer
Free Consultation
(732) 726-0241

YARD SALE RESCHEDULED

414 Edgar Rd, Westfield
Sat & Sun, Aug 16 & 17, 10-5PM

(off Rahway by high school)
1000s of books, best sellers, his-
tory, classics, etc. Upscale cloth-
ing, furn., appliances, collectibles.

MEDICAL BILLING

Westfield area medical billing
company seeks motivated
individual to assist with client
service responsibilities.
Experience with medical billing
software is a plus.

Fax resume to Paul at
(908) 317-6896 or

email Paulb740@cs.com

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Detail-oriented writers with
professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must
meet deadlines, know how to
write a lead and take an active
interest in your beat to develop
news stories. Please email
resume to:
editor@goleader.com

Westfield:
Murry Hill I, LLC to Neil and

Abigail Wolitzer, 737 Prospect Street,
$1,100,000.

William and Marie Keller to John
and Patricia Colwell, 716 Forest Av-
enue, $675,000.

Bruce R. and Barbara R.
Kuppersmith to Thomas Hoffman and
Judith S. Marciniak, 518 Forest Av-
enue, $535,000.

Jeffrey Gabriel to Sean M. and
Helena R. Studer, 830 Kimball Av-
enue, $1,475,000.

Dennis and Angela M. LaCarrubba
to Jennifer K. and John E. Rieck, II,
707 Dorian Road, $635,000.

Tatyana Grigoryeva and Vladimir
Aksyuk to Siddhartha Khanna, 585
Trinity Place, $430,000.

John P. and Courtney M. Mackin to
Aron Minken and Nancy I. Weiss,
412 Wells Street, $847,000.

Elizabeth Geller and Jeffrey
Robbins to Michael Serico, 636 Cen-
tral Avenue, $320,000.

Jeffrey L. and Cynthia L. Saul to
Geoffrey R. and Amy L. Mockbee,
719 Westfield Avenue, $629,900.

Charles E. and Elizabeth Fallon, Jr.
to Kenneth and Caroline Sommer,
910 Irving Avenue, $600,000.

Stephen and Debra Clarke to James
and Erin Hughes, 918 Irving Avenue,
$500,000.

Richard M. and Melissa A. Nuttall
to Mitchell D. and Michele L. Cole,
1260 Rahway Avenue, $445,000.

Needle-Point Homes, LLC to

Recent Home Sales

Lenard A. and Laurie Silverman, 1346
Overhill Street, $1,300,000.

Brian A. and Cheryl L. Reed to
David Robert Wood and Sarann
Wood, 250 Seneca Place, $532,000.

David R. Lartaud and Linda Tif-
fany to Brian and Cheryl Reed, 553
Prospect Street, $886,000.

Dean C. and Kathleen P. Sanders to
David and Tara Tepp, 744 Oak Av-
enue, $580,000.

Ajay and Irene H. Asija to Alan Y.
Y. Tso and Connie W. Tam, 636 St.
Marks Avenue, $815,000.

Dennis W. and Carrie A. Votta to
Michael T. Reilly and Elizabeth A.
Leslie, 869 Dorian Road, $610,000.

Nickel Rock Properties, LLC to
Peter and Amy S. Nurnburg, 780
Cranford Avenue, $899,000.

Raymond and Laura Gribble to
Joanne La Rosa, 802 Fairacres Av-
enue, $1,350,000.

Linus E. and Marie A. Weingart to
Dean C. Sanders, 218 Wells Street,
$780,000.

John M. and Lisa M.J. Cerra to
Robert L. and Farrah Selvers, 1000
Coolidge Street, $740,000.

Russell and Anne Marie Heard to
Ryan P. and Rachel L. Dougherty,
683 Willow Grove Road, $635,000.

David R. and Suzanne K. Gasson
to Susan M. Checchio, 679 Willow
Grove Road, $525,000.

Michael A. and Gladys R. Rivezzi
to Terrence R. and Terri L. Coughlin,
1309 Boulevard, $662,000.

Bruce W. and Barbara L. Mellen to
Scott Porter, 51 Bell Drive, $560,000.

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE…Celebrating the successful endowment of the
J. E. Reeves Chair of Medicine at Overlook Hospital are, left to right, Jeanne
Reeves; Alan Lieber, Overlook president; Dr. Jeffrey Brensilver, chair of medi-
cine at Overlook; Gerry Glasser, Ph.D., chairman of the Overlook Foundation
board of trustees; Ed Reeves, and Ann Oliva, executive director of the Overlook
Foundation.

SUMMIT – The Overlook Hospital
Foundation celebrated the successful
endowment of the J. E. Reeves Chair
of Medicine at Overlook Hospital.

The $2 million principal is the re-
sult of a challenge to the Foundation
by Summit resident J. Edwin Reeves
Jr. to raise $1.333 million, which the
Reeves Foundation would match with
a gift of 50 cents for every dollar
donated. The J. E. Reeves Endow-
ment will serve to assist Dr. Jeffrey
Brensilver, chair of medicine at Over-
look, by funding programs and re-
search initiatives.

“Thanks to the wonderful response
from our donors, we continue to el-
evate our standard of community-

based medical care,” said Alan Lieber,
Overlook president. “This endow-
ment will supply the interest income
for innovative clinical research and
fellowship programs to attract and
retain the next generation of first-
class physicians here at Overlook.”

The Overlook Hospital Foundation
raises funds that are used to purchase
state-of-the-art equipment and fund
special programs to help Overlook.
All gifts to the Foundation are tax
deductible and remain at Overlook.
For further information on how to
become a Friend of Overlook Hospi-
tal, contact the Overlook Hospital
Foundation at (908) 522-2840 or visit
overlookfoundation.org.

Overlook Hospital Meets Endowment Challenge
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the following proposed bond ordinance was
introduced and passed on first reading at a meeting of the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey, held on the 12th
day of August, 2008, and that said ordinance will be taken up for further consideration for
final passage at the meeting of said Township Council to be held at its meeting room in
the Township Hall, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey, on the 9th day of
September, 2008, at 8:00 P.M., or as soon thereafter as said matter can be reached, at
which time and place all persons who may be interested therein will be given an
opportunity to be heard concerning the same.

A copy of this ordinance has been posted on the Bulletin Board upon which public
notices are customarily posted in the Township Hall of the Township, and a copy is
available up to and including the time of such meeting to the members of the general
public of the Township who shall request such copies, at the office of the Clerk in said
Township Hall in Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

BARBARA RIEPE, Township Clerk
Township of Scotch Plains, County of Union, State of New Jersey

BOND ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE IMPROVEMENT OF A POR-
TION OF SYCAMORE AVENUE, PARTLY AS A GENERAL IMPROVE-
MENT AND PARTLY AS A LOCAL IMPROVEMENT, IN, BY AND FOR THE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS, IN THE COUNTY OF UNION, STATE OF
NEW JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE THE SUM OF $78,000 TO PAY THE
COST THEREOF, TO MAKE A DOWN PAYMENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO FINANCE SUCH APPROPRIATION AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE ISSUANCE OF BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES IN
ANTICIPATION OF THE ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

————————---------------------—————————
BE IT ORDAINED by the Township Council of the Township of Scotch Plains, in the

County of Union, State of New Jersey, as follows:
Section 1. The Township of Scotch Plains, in the County of Union, State of New Jersey

(the “Township”) is hereby authorized to improve the 300 block of Sycamore Avenue
consisting of (a) improvement of the roadway, a general improvement (the AGeneral
Improvement@), and (b) installation of granite block curbing, a local improvement (the
ACurb Improvement@). The following properties, as shown on the Tax Assessment Map
of the Township, are in the vicinity of the Curb Improvement:

Street Address Block Lot
1760 Mountain Avenue 903 16
310 Sycamore Avenue 903 17
314 Sycamore Avenue 903 18
320 Sycamore Avenue 903 19
324 Sycamore Avenue 903 20
330 Sycamore Avenue 903 21
336 Sycamore Avenue 903 22
340 Sycamore Avenue 903 23
344 Sycamore Avenue 903 24
348 Sycamore Avenue 903 25
343 Sycamore Avenue 903 28
339 Sycamore Avenue 903 29
335 Sycamore Avenue 903 30
331 Sycamore Avenue 903 31
327 Sycamore Avenue 903 32
323 Sycamore Avenue 903 33
319 Sycamore Avenue 903 34
315 Sycamore Avenue 903 35
309 Sycamore Avenue 903 36
1770 Mountain Avenue 903 37

Said improvements shall include all work, materials and appurtenances necessary and
suitable therefor. It is hereby determined and stated that said road being improved is of
“Class B” or equivalent construction as defined in Section 22 of the Local Bond Law
(Chapter 2 of Title 40A of the New Jersey Statutes, as amended; the “Local Bond Law”).

Section 2. The sum of $78,000 is hereby appropriated to the payment of the cost of
making the improvements described in Section 1 hereof (hereinafter referred to as
“purpose”). Said appropriation shall be met from the proceeds of the sale of the bonds
authorized and the down payment appropriated by this ordinance. The General Improve-
ment shall be made as a general improvement and no part of the cost thereof shall be
assessed against property specially benefited. The Curb Improvement shall be made as
a local improvement as hereinafter set forth.

Section 3. The Curb Improvement shall be undertaken as a local improvement and the
cost thereof not borne by the Township shall be assessed upon the lands and real estate
upon the line and in the vicinity of said improvement which may be benefited by said
improvement, as provided in Chapter 56 of Title 40 of the New Jersey Statutes, as
amended. All assessments levied for said improvement shall in each case be as nearly
as may be in proportion to and not in excess of the peculiar benefit, advantage or increase
in value which the respective lots and parcels of real estate shall be deemed to receive
by reason of such improvement. The total amount of the assessments so levied shall not
exceed the cost of said improvement.  The portion of such cost which shall not be so
assessed shall be paid by the Township as in the case of a general improvement which
is to be paid for by general taxation. Such portion of the cost shall be in addition to the
contribution, if any, of the Township, hereinafter provided.

Section 4. It is hereby determined and stated that (1) the Township will not contribute
any money to the cost of the Curb Improvement, and (2) one hundred percent (100%) of

the cost of the Curb Improvement shall be assessed, and (3) the estimated maximum
amount of the special assessments for the Curb Improvement is $21,675, and (4) no
special assessments for such improvement have been levied or confirmed, and (5) such
special assessments may be paid in ten annual installments.

Section 5. It is hereby determined and stated that (1) said purpose is not a current
expense of said Township, and (2) it is necessary to finance said purpose by the issuance
of obligations of said Township pursuant to the Local Bond Law, and (3) the estimated
cost of said purpose is $78,000, and (4) $3,750 of said sum is to be provided by the down
payment hereinafter appropriated to finance said purpose, and (5) the estimated
maximum amount of bonds or notes necessary to be issued for said purpose is $74,250,
and (6) the cost of such purpose, as hereinbefore stated, includes the aggregate amount
of $3,000 which is estimated to be necessary to finance the cost of such purpose,
including architect’s fees, accounting, engineering and inspection costs, legal expenses
and other expenses, including interest on such obligations to the extent permitted by
Section 20 of the Local Bond Law.

Section 6. It is hereby determined and stated that moneys exceeding $3,750,
appropriated for down payments on capital improvements or for the capital improvement
fund in budgets heretofore adopted for said Township, are now available to finance said
purpose. The sum of $3,750 is hereby appropriated from such moneys to the payment
of the cost of said purpose.

Section 7. To finance said purpose, bonds of said Township of an aggregate principal
amount not exceeding $74,250 are hereby authorized to be issued pursuant to the Local
Bond Law. Said bonds shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter
determined within the limitations prescribed by law. All matters with respect to said bonds
not determined by this ordinance shall be determined by resolutions to be hereafter
adopted.

Section 8. To finance said purpose, bond anticipation notes of said Township of an
aggregate principal amount not exceeding $74,250 are hereby authorized to be issued
pursuant to the Local Bond Law in anticipation of the issuance of said bonds. In the event
that bonds are issued pursuant to this ordinance, the aggregate amount of notes hereby
authorized to be issued shall be reduced by an amount equal to the principal amount of
the bonds so issued. If the aggregate amount of outstanding bonds and notes issued
pursuant to this ordinance shall at any time exceed the sum first mentioned in this section,
the moneys raised by the issuance of said bonds shall, to not less than the amount of such
excess, be applied to the payment of such notes then outstanding.

Section 9. Each bond anticipation note issued pursuant to this ordinance shall be dated
on or about the date of its issuance and shall be payable not more than one year from
its date, shall bear interest at a rate per annum as may be hereafter determined within
the limitations prescribed by law and may be renewed from time to time pursuant to and
within limitations prescribed by the Local Bond Law. Each of said bond anticipation notes
shall be signed by the Mayor and by a financial officer and shall be under the seal of said
Township and attested by the Township Clerk or Deputy Township Clerk.  Said officers
are hereby authorized to execute said notes in such form as they may adopt in conformity
with law. The power to determine any matters with respect to said notes not determined
by this ordinance and also the power to sell said notes, is hereby delegated to the Chief
Financial Officer who is hereby authorized to sell said notes either at one time or from time
to time in the manner provided by law.

Section 10. It is hereby determined and declared that the period of usefulness of said
purpose, according to its reasonable life, is a period of ten years computed from the date
of said bonds.

Section 11. It is hereby determined and stated that the Supplemental Debt Statement
required by the Local Bond Law has been duly made and filed in the office of the Township
Clerk of said Township, and that such statement so filed shows that the gross debt of said
Township, as defined in Section 43 of the Local Bond Law, is increased by this ordinance
by $74,250 and that the issuance of the bonds and notes authorized by this ordinance
will be within all debt limitations prescribed by said Local Bond Law.

Section 12. Any funds received from the County of Union, the State of New Jersey or
any of their agencies or any funds received from the United States of America or any of
its agencies in aid of such purpose, shall be applied to the payment of the cost of such
purpose, or, if bond anticipation notes have been issued, to the payment of the bond
anticipation notes, and the amount of bonds authorized for such purpose shall be
reduced accordingly.

Section 13. The capital budget is hereby amended to conform with the provisions of this
ordinance to the extent of any inconsistency therewith and the resolutions promulgated
by the Local Finance Board showing full detail of the amended capital budget and capital
program as approved by the Director, Division of Local Government Services, is on file
with the Township Clerk and is available for public inspection.

Section 14. The Township intends to issue the bonds or notes to finance the cost of the
improvements described in Section 1 of this bond ordinance. If the Township incurs such
costs prior to the issuance of the bonds or notes, the Township hereby states its
reasonable expectation to reimburse itself for such expenditures with the proceeds of
such bonds or notes in the maximum principal amount of bonds or notes authorized by
this bond ordinance.

Section 15. The full faith and credit of the Township are hereby pledged to the punctual
payment of the principal of and the interest on the obligations authorized by this
ordinance. Said obligations shall be direct, unlimited and general obligations of the
Township, and the Township shall levy ad valorem taxes upon all the taxable real
property within the Township for the payment of the principal of and interest on such
bonds and notes, without limitation as to rate or amount.

Section 16. This ordinance shall take effect twenty days after the first publication
thereof after final passage.
1 T - 8/14/08, The Times Fee: $266.22

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

JoBonanno, Godsons
Deliver Rocking Revue
By ERIC NIERSTEDT

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Echo Lake
Park was filled with energy, joy and
uncoordinated-dance-induced mania,
as veteran Jersey band JoBonanno and
the Godsons of Soul rocked the park as
part of Union County’s Summer Arts
Festival.

Led by frontman JoBonanno, the
seven-piece Godsons put its 10 years of
experience opening for bands like James
Brown and Bad Company into a show
that managed to be fun and nostalgic
while serving as showcase of great rock
and roll.

Though the band did slip in a few
songs of its own, the majority of the
performance was comprised of cover
songs ranging from Tom Petty to
Santana to Creedence Clearwater Re-
vival. Even Peter Gabriel and John
Mayer songs were thrown into the mix
for good measure.

JoBonanno him-
self proved an ex-
cellent rock and roll
chameleon, grasp-
ing all the ticks and
nuances of the
original singers,
from Petty’s drawl
to CCR’s bayou ac-
cent.

His best imita-
tion arguably came in the third song, a
cover of Bruce Springsteen’s “Radio
Nowhere” (one of three Bruce covers
that evening). When JoBonanno yelled
out the opening “Is anybody alive out
there?” he carried all the spirit and
enthusiasm that this reporter saw at the
Boss’s 2003 Giants Stadium shows (at
which JoBonanno and the Godsons
opened).

While JoBonanno was the main fea-
ture, the Godsons were no slouches.
Saxophonist Dave Gonos blended in
perfectly with all the songs and, when
called upon, delivered a barrage of
Clarence Clemons-inspired bursts from
his sax.

Percussionist Lou Felipe played with
the precision and fury of a downsized
Keith Moon. Keyboardist Dave Marson
was able to mimic string and horn
sounds the band would have been un-
able to replicate without dedicated so-
loists.

Bassist Ed Horne locked down every
groove he and drummer, Kevin Murphy,
were handed, as well as adding fine
backing vocals.

As for guitarist Dennis Miele, he
proved himself as much a chameleon as
JoBonanno, switching from the long
piercing notes of Santana’s “Black
Magic Woman” to the rootsy punk of
Tom Petty’s “American Girl” with ease.

Even more amazingly, he was able to
take the beautifully simple music of
CCR’s “Down on the Corner”, make it
into a long guitar jam and still kept true
to the song’s straightforward backbeat.

Still, for all of the band’s efforts, the
show did have
some weak points.
While performing
the Rob Thomas-
penned hit
“ S m o o t h , ”
JoBonanno’s vo-
cals went from rock
chameleon to Ve-
gas lounge singer.
And the final
Santana cover,

“Oye Como Va,” fell apart through
sloppy vocals and the radar-blip sounds
of Mr. Marson, who had been in other-
wise fine form all evening.

The only other complaint came from
the show’s surprising end, when the
emerging rainfall seemed to send word
to the promoters, and then the band,
that the show was over.

Still, the band had managed to end
on a high note, a cover of the Rolling
Stones’ “Honky Tonk Woman” that
had Mr. Felipe improvising and sub-
stituting lyrics about “the ladies of
Jersey” and his longtime affection for
them.

For those who missed out on seeing
the band this time around, JoBonanno
and the Godsons will grace the stage at
MusicFest 2008.

RADIO SOMEWHERE...JoBonanno
delivers Rock n’ Roll classics at sum-
mer festival.

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 popcorns

If you dig the humanitarian gist,
you’ll forgive director Joshua Michael
Stern’s Swing Vote for its shortcom-
ings. What this convivial political fan-
tasy lacks in filmic finesse, it makes
up in bigheartedness.

While cynics and naysayers will
decry its wishful thinking, optimists
know that positive change most of-
ten begins with a big dream.

This righteous reverie doesn’t
skimp on the big. Essentially a con-
temporary tall-tale, it isn’t ashamed
to go sappy with sentiment. Espe-
cially if that’ll help us buy into the
farfetched premise that sets in mo-
tion its feature-length civics lesson.

Of course, it only makes sense that
it all begins with a little girl’s desire
to get a good grade in social studies
class, earn her dropout of a dad some
creds and get America back on the
right path. If there’s anyone can do
all that it’s Molly Johnson. Deter-
minedly played by Madeline Carroll,
she continues a noble movie tradi-
tion.

It’s the kid as cheerleader and wise
guardian angel to the fallen single
parent who, while loving and well
intentioned, can’t take care of him-
self, let alone the precocious child
with whom he’s been entrusted.

Picture him bedraggled, usually
hung over and perpetually in search
of sloth. Which is how Kevin Costner
exacts his Bud Johnson.

Living in a dilapidated trailer on
the outskirts of Texico, N.M., Dad
sure would like to make Molly proud
of him. But, evincing little ambition
and hardly more than an amoebic
desire to survive, he’s long given up
hope of that. When in an opening
scene he promises he’ll meet Molly
at the polls that night to vote in the
Presidential election, we already
have his number.

The disappointment results in a
mind-bogglingly loopy circumstance
that shouldn’t be detailed here.

Simply suffice it to note that with
the elctoral ballots in a dead heat and
as much a squeaker taking place in
the popular vote, the election ulti-
mately comes to rest in Curry County,
N.M. Specifically, in Texico, where
there is one vote in question. Yep,
it’ll have to be recast.

Act 2, Scene 1: Anyone who’s
anyone in politics/and or the media
has descended on Texico. But Bud’s
a bit slow on the uptake. First he
thinks the two guys who knock on
his tin are from social services. He
and Molly go into “Good House-
keeping” mode.

But nope, it’s the state Attorney
General and his chief elections of-
ficer. Now he sort of gets it.

Skip ahead a few frames, and Air
Force One, complete with President
Andrew Boone (Kelsey Grammer),

touches down in little Texico.
Don’t ask how that’s possible. But

if you buy in, you’ll have no problem
believing Dennis Hopper as Demo-
cratic challenger Donald Greenleaf
of Vermont, also rushing hither to
nurture that one, all-important vote.

Though silly on first blush, the
subsequent wooing and courting of
Bud Johnson’s deciding ballot is re-
ally an astute, satirical and eye-open-
ing metaphor that Twain himself
might have appreciated.

For as implausible as the idea may
be, its thoughtfully moral pronounce-
ments smack of good common sense.

Just don’t be too offended if
Costner’s apathetic, uninformed and
uninspired Bud is really symbolic of
the American voter. Insult is added
to injury when candidates who man-
age more flip-flops than a show-off
chef at a pancake house repeatedly
wangle his stance.

Both the President and Mr.
Greenleaf have brought in their heavy
hitters.

Portraying the incumbent’s ultra-
pragmatist campaign manager,
Stanley Tucci stops just short of vil-
lainy as sly Martin Fox.

Equally single-minded as
Greenleaf’s poll pundit is Nathan
Lane’s Art Crumb. Sure, just like his
boss, he’d like to take the high road.
But geez, as painfully reminded by
an interviewer, so far he’s 0 for 7 on
the national scene.

Costner does a nice enough job
maintaining character continuity for
his lower-class everyman without
leaching into clichéd opportunist ter-
ritory. Certainly Bud wouldn’t mind
some of the perks not so subtly
pranced beneath his nose, but for the
most part he just wants to be left
alone to drink, fish and play foosball.
At least on the surface.

It takes an adoring offspring to see
deeper, to believe redemption is pos-
sible.

Managing that role without traips-
ing too terribly into the gooey ste-
reotype, Madeline Carroll’s savvy
moppet isn’t sure if she wants to be
chairman of the Feds0 or a veterinar-
ian when she grows up. We already
like her for President.

Which is precisely the film’s point.
Molly’s idea of America effervesces
with a purity we too often think is
lost. Petitioning on behalf of her
foundering father, ostensibly the
electorate, she winsomely reminds
in Swing Vote that so long as the
democratic idea itself is kept alive,
our civilization preserves its chances
of coming out the winner.

* * *
Swing Vote, rated PG-13, is a Walt

Disney Studios Motion Pictures release
directed by Joshua Michael Stern and
stars Kevin Costner, Madeline Carroll
and Kelsey Grammer. Running time:
100 minutes.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

Swing Vote:
Count on it to Entertain

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-19104-08
FILE NO. 10483-08

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
SHIRLEY CAROLINA SMITH
DANIELSON; BROKAW
DERISO ASSOCIATES INC.;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
& FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attorneys,
whose address is 290 ROUTE 46 WEST,
DENVILLE NEW JERSEY 07054, an An-
swer to the Complaint filed in a Civil Ac-
tion, in which N.J.T.C., LLC, C/O THE
CORPORATION TRUST COMPANY is
the plaintiff and ALICE SHANE, ET ALS;
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division,
UNION County and bearing Docket No. F-
19104-08 within thirty-five (35) days after
August 14, 2008 exclusive of such date. If
you fail to answer or appear in accordance
with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by Default may
be rendered against you for relief de-
manded in the Complaint. You shall file
your Answer and Proof of Service in dupli-
cate with the Clerk of the Superior Court of
New Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex -
CN 971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in
accordance with the Rules of Civil Prac-
tice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may
communicate with the Lawyer Referral
Service of the County of Venue and that if
you cannot afford an attorney, you may
communicate with the Legal Services Of-
fice of the County of Venue. The tele-
phone number of such agencies are as
follows: Lawyer Referral Service 908-353-
4715 - Legal Services Office 908-354-
4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 1989-2, re-
corded on 12/27/1989, made by
CAROLYN M. BRATTLOF, Collector of
Taxes of SUMMIT, and State of New Jer-
sey to CITY OF SUMMIT and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, N.J.T.C., LLC, C/O
THE CORPORATION TRUST COM-
PANY. This covers real estate located in
SUMMIT, County of UNION, and State of
New Jersey, known as LOT 15 f/k/a 12
BLOCK 3210 f/k/a 74 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of SUMMIT. and concerns premises com-
monly known as 11 ASHLAND ROAD,
SUMMIT, New Jersey.

YOU, SHIRLEY CAROLINA SMITH
DANIELSON, are made party defendant
to the above foreclosure action because
on March 31, 1992, a judgment was en-
tered in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Union County, by Shirley Carolina Smith
Danielson against Harold F. Danielson Jr.
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$394,490.00, plus costs. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. J-036828-
1992.  Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

 YOU, BROKAW DERISO ASSOCI-
ATES INC., are made party defendant to
the above foreclosure action because on
November 28, 1994, a judgment was en-
tered in the Superior Court of New Jersey,
Hunterdon County, by Brokaw DeRiso
Associates Inc against Harold Danielson
disclosing a debt in the amount of
$21,481.43, plus costs and interest. Said
judgment was entered as Judgment No. J-
154363-1994. Said judgment is subordi-
nate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  August 8, 2008

Christine P. Higgins, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 8/14/08, The Leader Fee: $78.54

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Tuesday,
September 9, 2008, for the “2008 MIS-
CELLANEOUS IMPROVEMENTS IN THE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract include, but are not limited to, the
following in estimated quantities:

450 tons of 3 inch thick Hot Mix Asphalt
Surface Course

1,975 square yards of Milling, Variable
thickness

55 cubic yards of roadway excavation,
unclassified

435 linear feet of granite block curbing
335 square feet of 4 inch thick concrete

walk
500 square feet of 6 inch thick concrete

walk
All bidders must submit with their bid

a copy of their New Jersey Business
Registration Certificate. Failure to sub-
mit proof of registration will disqualify
the bid.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. (N.J.S.A. 40A:11-
21) Each bid must also be accompanied
by a Surety Company Certificate stating
that said Surety company will provide the
bidder with the required Performance bond
in the full amount of the Contract (N.J.S.A.
40A:11-22), by a Non-Collusion Affidavit
and a Contractor’s Qualification Statement,
Statement of Ownership, on the forms
included in and explained in the contract
documents.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town Engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engi-
neer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey. The
non-refundable cost of contract documents
is $50.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council
reserve the right to reject any bid, and to
waive any informality in any bid, if in the
interest of the Town, it is deemed advis-
able to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 8/14/08, The Leader Fee: $65.28

DOUBLE TIME…Union County Freeholder Chester Holmes, right, congratu-
lates Anthony Carter of Westfield with a resolution on his outstanding academic
achievements . In May, Mr. Carter received an Associate’s degree in psychology
from Union County College on the same day he received his Bachelor’s degree in
psychology from Columbia University. His children (left to right) Jayson, Toni
and Brett, and Tonya Williams (far left) are also pictured.

IN THE GARDEN…Members of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service League Mary
Young, Juliette Lewis and Evelyn Whitehorne; Summit Unitarian Church’s Jean
Crichton and Master Gardeners Joanne Krueger and T.J. Karns pose beside a new
tree marker at the Iced Tea and a Garden Tour event hosted by the Master Gardeners.

WSO ’08-’09 Schedule:
‘Frankenstein’ to Verdi

WESTFIELD – The Westfield’s
Symphony Orchestra (WSO) will be-
gin its 2008-2009 concert season with
its renowned Opera-in-Concert series
with Verdi’s “A Gypsy Avenged,” on
Saturday, Sept. 27 at 8 p.m., at the
Central Presbyterian Church in Sum-
mit. Tickets range from $25-70.

WSO will accompany Boris Karloff’s
1931 classic Frankenstein with a live
symphonic soundtrack on Saturday,
Nov. 1 at 8 p.m. at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield. There will also be
a Halloween costume contest.

Ring in the New Year with Broadway
Classics featuring stars direct from
Broadway on Dec. 31 at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield High School. Advanced tick-
ets are $65 and $35.

Renowned Flamenco artist Omayra

Amaya will star in Carmen, retold in
spectacular Flamenco dance to Bizet’s
score, on Saturday, Feb. 21, 2009 at 8
p.m., at the Union County Performing
Arts Center in Rahway.

WSO will compete in the Stars of
Tomorrow Concerto Competition on
Saturday, May 2, 2009, at 8 p.m. at the
Union County Performing Arts Center.
The panel of judges, the Maestro and
the audience vote to select the Tri-
State’s virtuosi of the future.

WSO serves as welcoming host to
the Liverpool Welsh Choral Union and
Bergen County’s Pro Arte Chorale for
this cultural collaboration, presenting
Verdi’s rousing and most popular mas-
terpiece, “Requiem.” Saturday, May
30, 2009 at 8 p.m., at the Presbyterian
Church in Westfield.

TAKING THE STAGE…Ashley Fairfield, Miss New Jersey 2008, made a guest
appearance at the Westfield Summer Workshop (WSW) at the conclusion of the
program. A performing arts major at Richard Stockton College of New Jersey,
Ms. Fairfield, who aspires to become a dance teacher, spent time visiting various
classes. She then performed a jazz dance routine for the entire student body at
their show called “Happening.” The WSW is a division of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts.

Reading is Good For You
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the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

Reorganized WF Art Association
Plans Upcoming Community Events

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — After a period of
inactivity – including months follow-
ing the death of its president, Barbara
Schwinn – a newly reorganized
Westfield Arts Association (WAA) is
gearing up to once again become an
active presence in the community.

At a recent reorganization meeting,
Paul Deroo of Westfield was elected
president, and former WAA Board
Member Barbara Zietchick, previously
of Westfield and now of New Hope, Pa.,
was elected secretary of the WAA.

Anthony Riccio is serving as acting
treasurer until a new treasurer is nomi-
nated and elected.

“I am very optimistic about the fu-
ture viability of the WAA,” said Mr.
Deroo. “It is our intent to present pro-
grams that will not only be of interest to
the membership of the WAA but will
also have much broader appeal to the
community at large.”

Ms. Zietchick is similarly encour-
aged about the organization’s upcom-
ing year.

“As secretary to the new president,
Paul Deroo, I look forward to the re-
newal of programs and shows, and to
the companionship of dear friends who
will come together under the new lead-
ership,” she said.

“The WAA is an asset to the commu-
nity as it engenders a love of the arts,
which enrich the lives of all of us. Let us
hope it continues its activities for many
years to come,” she continued.

According to Mr. Deroo, member-
ship in the 86-year-old organization
has climbed 10 percent since reorgani-
zation began.

Membership is open to artists, as
well as patrons of the arts.

Upcoming WAA events will include
partnerships with other community or-
ganizations.

“We will make every effort to have
much better coordination of our activi-
ties with other groups in the town,
including the high school and the inter-
mediate schools, the recreation depart-
ment, the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration, the Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and the historical society, to
name just a few,” continued Mr. Deroo.

The WAA will also participate in
Westfield’s annual FestiFall on Sun-
day, September 28, with a booth situ-
ated at the corner of Broad and Elm
Streets.

WAA volunteers at the FestiFall will
distribute information, exhibit mem-
bers’ artwork, hold painting exhibits
and assist visitors in painting a commu-
nity mural.

WAA will also hold a fall show from
Tuesday, October 21, to Sunday, Octo-
ber 26, in the community room of the
Westfield Town Hall.

Dues-paying members of WAA will
exhibit paintings, drawings and sculp-
ture.

A tribute to the memory of Ms.
Schwinn, who served as WAA presi-
dent for many years, is also being
planned for the fall show.

This May, WAA continued a time-

honored tradition of presenting mon-
etary awards to Westfield students

whose artwork demonstrates emerging
talent.

William Eisenberg, a graduating se-
nior of Westfield High School, won a
$500 WAA award this year.

Florence Ma of Edison Intermediate
School and Eunbyeol (Nicole) Baek of
Roosevelt Intermediate School received
WAA awards of $100 each.

All WAA meetings are open to the
public and free of charge.

An upcoming WAA meeting will
address the topic of forgeries of art.

“This [subject] should be of interest
to anyone in the community...who is
interested in purchasing art, either for
their own personal enjoyment or as an
investment,” said Mr. Deroo.

The Westfield Art Association, Inc.,
is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization
under the Internal Revenue Code.

Annual membership dues are $20
for an individual and $30 for a couple or
family.

Applications to join the WAA will
soon be posted on its website at
westfieldnj.com/waa.

Until such time, anyone who would
like to join the WAA should write to the
WAA at P.O. Box 874, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

Asm. Bramnick Holds
N.J. Photo Contest

WESTFIELD — Assemblyman
Jon Bramnick is sponsoring a pho-
tography contest to highlight the
beauty and diversity found in New
Jersey. The contest accepts photos
taken across the state that fit into
three categories: Fun in the Sun, which
are action shots of New Jersey resi-
dents enjoying the summer weather;
Wildlife, which includes nature, ani-
mals and other types of naturally oc-
curring beauty found in the state, and
Landscapes, which include skylines,
local landmarks and scenic views.

The contest is open to all ages.
Photos must be sized 4” x 6” or

larger and include a location and brief
description, along with the
photographer’s name and contact in-
formation. The entry deadline is Fri-
day, September 5. E-mail submis-
sions to AsmBramnick@njleg.org, or
by mail to: Assemblyman Bramnick’s
Photo Contest, 251 North Avenue,
2nd Floor, Westfield, N.J. 07090.

Winners and prizes are announced
in September. The winning photo from
each category is submitted to local
newspapers. The Westfield Leader will
publish submissions on its website at
goleader.com/photos.

Paper Mill Hosts Auditions
For High School Musical

MILLBURN — Paper Mill Play-
house has announced an open call audi-
tion on Saturday, September 6, for
Disney’s High School Musical to find
local talent for this all-new production.
The show is directed by Paper Mill’s
artistic director, Mark Hoebee, with
choreography by Denis Jones
(Broadway’s Legally Blonde) and mu-
sical direction by Bruce W. Coyle.
Disney’s High School Musical runs at
the Millburn theatre from November 5
through December 7, with rehearsals
beginning on October 14.

Paper Mill Playhouse is seeking male
and female singers, ages 16 and up to
play high school students in its upcom-
ing production of Disney’s High School
Musical. Documentation or identifica-
tion is required at the audition for age
verification. Paper Mill Playhouse en-
courages performers of minority back-
grounds and performers with disabili-
ties to attend.

Bracelets are given out to reserve an
audition slot at 9:00 a.m. in the Paper
Mill Playhouse lobby and auditions
will begin at 10:00 a.m. There are a
limited number of slots available, so the
theatre encourages people to arrive early.
If there is a large turnout, it is possible
that artistic staff will pre-screen
auditionees before they see the creative
team.

Auditionees should have a 16 bar cut
of a contemporary musical theatre song
or pop song prepared. Each person
trying out also needs sheet music in the
appropriate key, and the theatre pro-
vides an accompanist. All auditionees
must have a picture, a professional
headshot is not required, and resume or
a brief summary of experience.

Disney’s High School Musical book
is by David Simpatico. Songs are by
Matthew Gerrard, Robbie Nevil, Ray
Cham, Greg Cham, Andrew Seeley,
Randy Petersen, Kevin Quinn, Andy
Dodd, Adam Watts, Bryan Louiselle,
David N. Lawrence, Faye Greenberg
and Jamie Houston. Music is adapted,
arranged and produced by Bryan
Louiselle. The show is based on a Disney

Channel Original Movie written by
Peter Barsocchini. Paper Mill’s Cast-
ing Director is Alison Franck.

Paper Mill Playhouse is located at
22 Brookside Drive in Millburn. Visit
the theatre’s website for audition
guidelines and information, at
papermill.org. The theatre requests
no phone calls.

Summer Concerts Continue
With a Swinging Big Band

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Summer Arts Festival concert
series continues on Wednesday, Au-
gust 20, with the swinging Ed Palermo
Big Band accompanied by blues singer
and harmonica player Rob Paparozzi.
The Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders, led by Chairman Angel
G. Estrada, invites the public to attend
this free concert beginning at 7:30
p.m. in Echo Lake Park.

Ed Palermo is an alto sax player,
arranger and Big Band leader for 25
years, attracting enthusiastic audiences
to New York’s premier nightclubs, such
as The Bottom Line and Iridium.

The band’s performances of Frank
Zappa’s music have earned rave re-
views for their playfulness and gifted
solos.

Mr. Paparozzi will perform with
Mr. Palermo and his 15-piece ensemble
as they switch gears from swinging
jazz to pay tribute to the Chicago blues
and the legendary blues singer and
harp player Paul Butterfield.

The Union County information van
will be at the concert site, along with
representatives from the Union County
Office of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs, to answer questions and offer

information about interesting pro-
grams available to Union County resi-
dents.

The finale of this year’s free Wednes-
day night concerts in the Union County
Summer Arts Festival series will be on
August 27 with a performance by the
popular reggae band Verdict, which is
sponsored by the Union County Edu-
cation Association.

The Summer Arts Festival concerts
are held on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. at
the Springfield Avenue end of Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside. The pub-
lic is encouraged to bring lawn chairs,
blankets and picnic baskets.

Famous Dave’s Bar-B-Que will have
a food concession, along with an ice
cream and snack vendor, which will
be available at approximately 6:30
p.m.

In case of rain, concerts will be held
at the air-conditioned auditorium at
Cranford High School, on West End
Place off Springfield Avenue in
Cranford at 7:30 p.m.

For more information, call the Union
County Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal at (908) 527-4900, or
visit the Union County web site at
ucnj.org/parks/summerarts.html.

Richard II Comes to Life
At WF Memorial Library

By AMANDA SIMMONS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Shakespeare
Theatre of New Jersey’s touring com-
pany, Next Stage Ensemble, performed
William Shakespeare’s Richard II at
Westfield Memorial Library in late July.

Though the costume and set design
were minimal due to the unconven-
tional venue the library’s back meeting
room provided, the well-acted perfor-
mance featured one of Shakespeare’s
less performed but still riveting and
poetic stage plays.

Westfield Library Director Phil Is-
rael told The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that ap-
proximately two Shakespeare perfor-
mances are offered a year, and they
represent some of the library’s most
popular programming. Next year, Mr.
Israel said the library hopes to expand
the number of performances offered.

Richard II delves into the political
history of 14th Century England while
examining the moral fiber of various
characters. The abridged performance,
cut down to about 60 minutes, opened
with King Richard II (Tim Nicolai), the
last king from the Plantagenet house
whose polite and stately manner is
matched by his frivolous and detached
nature.

Henry Bolingbroke (Morgan Coo-
per), Richard’s cousin, is wildly popu-
lar with the English commoners. The
two have a strained past, and
Bolingbroke decides to invade England
when Richard leaves to manage his

army in Ireland.
Richard’s old allies soon align them-

selves with Bolingbroke, whose ambi-
tious desire for absolute power is
brought to light as the play progresses.

The play is one part of a series of four
plays Shakespeare penned that records
the Lancaster house’s reign in England.
Other central characters in Richard II
include: John of Gaunt (Nicholas
Wilder), the Duke of York (Tommy
Dickie), the Duke of Aumerle (Nadia
Gan), Thomas Mowbray (Maxwell
Eddy), Northumberland (Liz Bresnak-
Arata), Lord Ross (Dan Derks) and the
Duchess of York (Lauren Coppola).

Next Stage Ensemble has showcased
the work of young actors and directors
for 16 years.

Each summer, the company rehearses
two productions and performs them
throughout New Jersey. Most summer
performances take place in hospitals,
retirement communities, libraries,
bookstores, camps, schools and com-
munity centers.

Actors from Next Stage Ensemble
are often recent graduates of theatre
programs from around the country and
are accepted into the program by invi-
tation only.

Earlier in July, Next Stage En-
semble performed Learned Ladies at
the library. The company plans to
show Learned Ladies and Richard II
at other local venues throughout the
month of August. Visit
shakespearenj.org for more informa-
tion.

Photo Courtesy of Andrew Murad
CROWNING ACHIEVMENT…Megan McDermott and Tim Nicolai perform
in the one-hour version of Richard II with The Next Stage Ensemble, the
Shakespeare Theatre of New Jersey’s summer touring theatre company.

Christina Hinke for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A KIND SOUL...Soul singer Isaac Hayes died Sunday at the age of 65. A Grammy
and Oscar award winner who became famous for his theme to Shaft, he was
known to younger generations more for his recurring role as the voice of Chef on
“South Park.” Above, at right, Hayes performs at June’s Rhythm and Blues by
the Brook concert, which took place in Plainfield.

Paul Deroo
Westfield Art Association President

Photo courtesy of Carol Roseqq
WESTFIELDER IN TALE...Les
Minski, right, of Westfield, plays the
evil Marquis St. Evremonde in the
Broadway epic A Tale of Two Cities,
which previews at the Hirschfeld The-
atre in Manhattan on Tuesday, August
19. Pictured with Derek Keeling at the
opening in the Asolo Repertory The-
atre in Sarasota, Fla., last spring, the
actors conflict over a moral dilemma.
An interview with the actor will appear
in next week’s The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Celebration Singers Hold
Auditions for New Season

CRANFORD — In preparation
for their new season, the Celebration
Singers Adults will hold auditions
on Tuesday, August 19, from 7:30 to
9 p.m. and Wednesday, September 3,
from 6 to 8 p.m.

To join the adult choir, singers
must be at least 18-years-old. Sing-
ers under 18 may be accepted at the
discretion of the director. However,
they should be at least a junior in
high school to qualify for consider-
ation.

Child auditions will be held on
Wednesday, September 3, from 6:30
to 7:30 p.m. for the children’s choir
and the boy’s ensemble for boys with
changed voices. Children must be at
least 9-years-old as of September 1.
For questions on the children’s choir
or for more information, contact Tom
Pedas at (908) 233-2885.

All auditions will be held at the
Cranford United Methodist Church,
located at the corners of Walnut and
Lincoln Avenues.

The Celebration Singers perform
every type of music, from classical to
Broadway, from the Big Band sound
to popular American standards. They
also perform original music.

The Celebration Singers enjoy two
seasons that coincide with the school
year. Rehearsals begin in late Au-
gust for a holiday concert in Decem-
ber. Rehearsals resume in January
for a spring concert in May. In addi-
tion, Celebration Singers and

Children’s Choir get out into the
community for performances, which
include tree-lighting ceremonies,
hospitals, nursing homes and town
festivals.

The Celebration Singers have par-
ticipated in choral festivals in Chi-
cago, Washington, D.C., and
Carnegie Hall. During the summer
of 2008, the adult Celebration Sing-
ers performed internationally in East-
ern Europe, including Germany, Aus-
tria and the Czech Republic.

Funding has been made possible
in part by the New Jersey State Coun-
cil on the Arts, Department of State,
through a grant administered by the
Union County Office of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs.

For further information, visit cel-
ebration-singers.org.

Soul Man Isaac Hayes Left
His Mark in Plainfield

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

PLAINFIELD — Area residents
had the opportunity to see one of
Isaac Hayes’ final performances this
summer when he headlined the an-
nual “Rhythm and Blues by the
Brook” festival hosted by Union
County.

Hayes passed away on Sunday,
just 10 days before he would turn 66.
According to an Associated Press
report, authorities said a family mem-
ber found him unconscious near an
activated treadmill in his home out-
side of Memphis, Tenn.

Just two months earlier, Saturday,
June 7, Hayes played a solid hour of
music with his band and backup sing-
ers during the music festival at Ce-
dar Brook Park in Plainfield.

He wore dark shades and was
dressed in a long, sky-blue African
garb, a form of dress he has chosen
in recent concerts, a style much dif-
ferent than his early years when he
was adorned in many strands of gold
chains, oftentimes shirtless.

Earlier that day, an attendee had
asked the men at the equipment booth
if Hayes would sing, since she heard
that he had cancelled. The men did
not have any information.

After the final act leading up to
Hayes, fans gathered snuggly side-
by-side on the lawn, scooting their
chairs as close to the stage as pos-
sible in anticipation of his entering
the stage.

He did arrive on stage at his ex-
pected time slot, though his de-
meanor signaled that he was in fail-
ing health.

A woman escorted him on and off
the stage. He remained seated on a
stool in front of his keyboard that
evening, with an occasional fist
pumping in the air. His baritone voice
was unusually sluggish and choppy.

Fans did not seem to mind, though,
as they danced, cheered, sang along,
clapped and tapped their toes. Hayes
seemed to respond happily to their
unwavering dedication to the man
who literally changed the look and
sound of rhythm and blues.

A smile spread across his face
when the crowd chanted for him to
play the song that earned him an
Academy Award, “Theme from
Shaft,” and in response, he joked,
“It’s too soon.”

He also received Grammy awards
for best original score for the film,
best instrumental arrangement for
“Theme from Shaft” and best pop
instrumental performance for “Black
Moses,” and was inducted into the
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2002.

In January 2006, Hayes suffered a
stroke. According to reports, people
close to Hayes have said that he had
not seemed his usual self.

This year, Hayes played himself
in a not-yet-released movie called
“Soul Men,” starring Samuel L. Jack-
son and Bernie Mac, who died of
pneumonia Saturday.

In 2006, Hayes relieved himself of
his duties as the voice of Chef in
“South Park” after an episode
mocked his religion, scientology. Ru-
mors are that he was to begin work-
ing on a new album.

Hayes leaves behind his wife of
three years, Adjowa. He also has 11
children and 16 grandchildren, ac-
cording to his website.

Isaac Hayes (1942-2008)

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com
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