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“I hope you know how to make
coffee,” is what my mother told me
when my first day at the Leader/
Times finally
arrived. Up
until this
point, I had
successfully
suppressed
my nerves,
and with eight
little words,
the panic
struck. I had
no idea how
to make cof-
fee, and was quite confident that im-
provisation would not help if the situ-
ation presented itself. Nonetheless, I
pulled myself together and made my
way to the office.

I can accurately describe my first
day at the Leader/Times in one word,
overwhelming. After a quick orienta-
tion, I found myself editing press
releases, formatting photographs,
writing captions, answering the phone
and contacting sources for the mul-
tiple stories I was assigned. Even
though I was still learning the ropes,
from day one, I was treated like a
member of the staff, and with that
came tremendous responsibility.

I would be lying if I said I wasn’t at
all intimidated by the workload, but
after a few days, the nerves wore off
and I slowly became more confident.
I now realize this was the best pos-
sible way to learn. I asked questions,
learned from my mistakes and tried
to take advantage of every opportu-
nity that presented itself. Working in
such a small office allowed me to
experience every task involved in pro-
ducing a newspaper. While board of
education meetings and budget hear-
ings may not have been the most
scandalous news, for me it was a
learning experience, and I am certain
the skills I developed in three short
months will help me in any career I
choose to pursue.

Katherine Vowell

Working at The Westfield Leader/
Times has been an incredibly valu-
able experience. While most teens
were working cash registers, I spent
my mornings copyediting the paper,
my afternoons investigating possible

Let me start off by saying that I
genuinely enjoyed the experience as
an intern for The Westfield Leader/
Times. Although it was difficult for
me to sit still for four straight hours,
and near impossible for me to do
eight, each time I walked out of the
office I felt like I had accomplished
something real, and contributed to
something that really mattered, some-

stories and my evenings playing the-
atre critic. I obtained priceless expe-
rience in the field in which I hope to
work one day.

When I first entered the office of
the Leader/Times, I wasn’t sure what
to expect. But the moment I walked
through the door, I was whisked away
to a computer and given my first task
of laying out a page for the following
week’s paper. That set the tone for the
rest of my summer; working at the
Leader/Times was a truly hands-on
experience that allowed me to not
only hone my writing and editing
skills, but also learn first-hand how a
professional newspaper works.

Although it was often difficult to
sit in an office on a summer day, I
enjoyed my work because I knew I
was making a worthwhile contribu-
tion to the community. When I saw
my first byline in the July 24 issue, I
felt immensely proud of what I had
accomplished. With a neat press pass
and a few by-
lines under
my belt, I
knew I was on
my way to be-
coming a
journalist.

Working at
the Leader/
Times af-
forded me in-
credible op-
por tuni t ies
outside the office as well. Our trip to
the New York Stock Exchange is one
I won’t soon forget. It was an amaz-
ing experience to report from the floor
of the stock exchange, amid that dis-
tinctive rush. I also enjoyed getting a
glimpse of its journalistic side and
watching members of the media in
action. It was an experience I could
not have had anywhere else.

As I assume the role of Features
Editor of the Hi’s Eye at WHS this
fall, I will put into practice every-
thing I have learned from my intern-
ship. I am leaving the Leader/Times a
better writer, a keener newshound
and an even more passionate reporter.
I am grateful for having had such a
wonderful opportunity.

Marisa Stotter

thing that could potentially make a
difference.

Although I was a little daunted by
the atmosphere of a “real office,” I

soon found a
fellow movie-
buff intern and
was able to
pass the time
quickly, chat-
ting about ob-
scure movies
while work-
ing together.

This pro-
gram taught
me how to

write on a deadline and be concise,
thorough and objective – all things I
needed to learn since I usually
meddled over minutiae and formerly
loved lingering on long, luxurious,
tangent-filled and adjective-littered
sentences. Maybe that’s why it took
me five hours to conquer a two-paged
school paper?

The most important benefit, per-
sonally, did not come from writing
articles, talking to experts in various
fields, or even researching topics. It
came to me when I was alone editing
the pages with a pen in hand. Reading
articles time and time again on a
plethora of topics increased my
knowledge in the most varied and
unexpected ways. I now know the
most random facts on budgetary is-
sues, taxes, parking laws, voting pro-
cedures, criminal activity, commu-
nity service, outstanding citizens and
superintendent contracts. Honestly,
if you ever have questions on Super
Contracts – I’m your go-to-girl (I can
type the word superintendent in my
sleep). Oh and who can ignore those
glorious plastic jars, perched ever so
conveniently on the counter, over-
flowing with a cornucopia of candy?

This gain could not have come from
watching T.V., listening to the radio
or searching the web. I was actually
able to retain this information from
being exposed to it through the many
stages of production. This acquisi-
tion of understanding and exposure
was, in and of itself, irreplaceable.

Sarah Ferguson

The Westfield Leader-Times em-
ployed eight high school and college
interns this summer, to learn and par-
ticipate in the process of creating a
newspaper. Interns worked in the of-
fice, wrote stories and reported on
meetings. Below, three of this year’s
interns reflect on their time at the
Leader/Times.
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Vehicle Maintenance
Can Save on Gas

No matter where the presidential can-
didates are on the campaign trail, the
issue of skyrocketing gas prices is always
a top concern. We applaud Senators John
McCain and Barack Obama for discuss-
ing vehicle maintenance as a way to save
energy and for citing proper tire inflation
and regular tune-ups as steps motorists
can take to be part of the solution.

You can’t control the price of gas, but
you can control how much gas you burn.
Performing simple and inexpensive ve-
hicle maintenance not only saves gas
money, perhaps as much as $1,200 per
year, but it improves a vehicle’s safety
and dependability. In fact, according to
the survey by the Automotive Aftermar-
ket Industry Association, 75 percent of
drivers said they are maintaining their
vehicles better because of rising gas prices.

These simple gas-saving maintenance
tips can add up to serious savings:

When tires aren’t inflated properly, it’s
like driving with the parking brake on,
and it can cost a mile or two per gallon,
according to the U.S. Department of En-
ergy and the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency Web site, fueleconomy.gov.

An air filter that is clogged with dirt,
dust and bugs chokes off the air and
creates a “rich” mixture – too much gas
being burned for the amount of air, which
wastes gas and causes the engine to lose
power. Replacing a clogged air filter can
improve gas mileage by as much as 10
percent, saving about 15 cents on a gal-
lon.

A vehicle can have either four, six or
eight spark plugs, which fire as many as
three million times each 1,000 miles, re-
sulting in a lot of heat, electrical and
chemical erosion. A dirty spark plug
causes misfiring, which wastes fuel. Spark
plugs need to be replaced regularly.

Keep your car properly tuned. A 21st
Century tune-up can improve your gas
mileage by an average of four percent.
Fixing a serious maintenance problem,
such as a faulty oxygen sensor, can im-
prove your mileage by as much as 40
percent.

Before you hit the road, make sure your
vehicle is running efficiently. To help
you, visit the Car Care Council’s Web site
at carcare.org to order a free copy of the
56-page Car Care Guide designed to help
you save money, conserve energy, im-
prove highway safety and help protect the
environment.

Rich White, Car Care Council
Bethesda, Md.

Katherine Vowell

Marissa Stotter

Reading is Good For You
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This Apple Does Not Fall Far
From the Tree at Lincoln

Letters to
the Editor

By KATIE ROGERS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Emma Ciullo
smiled and squirmed in her mother’s
arms as she shared her excitement at
the thought of beginning kindergar-
ten next month.

“I’m happy,” she said. “To do all
the stuff that mommy did.”

In 1978, Emma’s ‘mommy,’ Katie
Ciullo, was a part of the last class to
graduate from Lincoln School before
it closed down for many years. Ms.
Ciullo then went on to continue her
education in Westfield at McKinley
School, Edison Intermediate School
and Westfield High School. Through
all of the years, she has clung to a
keepsake from her kindergarten year
at Lincoln School, a hand-painted
wooden apple bearing her name from
the 1977-1978 “Kindergarten
Roundup.” These nametag apples are
then worn again at the end of the year,
when students graduate from kinder-
garten. The apple is a reminder of
countless memories for Ms. Ciullo.

This September, little Emma will
receive an apple of her own, a symbol
of tradition for the Ciullo family, as a
part of the first new class of kinder-
garten students to attend Lincoln
School when it reopens. Ms. Ciullo

said she plans to wear her own apple
when she accompanies Emma to her
first day of school this fall.

“I think it’s so cool she’s going and
she is so excited,” Ms. Ciullo said of
her daughter. “I love the school sys-
tem, that’s why we’re still here. The
school systems are so good, there’s
no way around it.”

Both Ms. Ciullo and her husband
are lifelong residents of Westfield.
She said she has only fond memories
of attending Lincoln School, as she
took out old class photographs and
even a 1977 edition of The Westfield
Leader. Her favorite memory, she said,
was walking to and from school with
friends.

“Back then one of the moms would
walk with us,” Ms. Ciullo said. “Twin
boys lived across the street. So we
would walk there and walk back, and
I just remember feeling like such a
big kid, you know, you felt like you
were so in charge.”

Ms. Ciullo said she takes Emma
past the school regularly, and is look-
ing forward to seeing the head-to-toe
renovations being completed. Al-
though she said she was nervous about
Emma’s transition from preschool to
kindergarten, the fact that she is at-
tending Lincoln makes it even easier.

“This is perfect,” she said. “I just
say ‘you’re going to the same school
mommy went to and when you’re
done, you’re going to again go to the
same school mommy went to.’ ”

She said she has nothing but high
hopes for her daughter’s education,
and its bright beginning at Lincoln
School.

“She knows she’s a Lincoln lion,”
Ms. Ciullo said. “These teachers are
amazing, so if she takes it and runs
with it, I’ll be happy. I mean, it’s only
kindergarten, but it’s just the begin-
ning, and it makes a huge difference.”

Kean Hospital Finance
Bill Becomes Law

TRENTON – Legislation spon-
sored by Senate Republican Leader
Tom Kean Jr. (R-21) that increases
state oversight of distressed hospitals
was unanimously passed by the state
Legislature and signed into law today
by Governor Jon Corzine.

 “Accountability and transparency
are essential for hospitals receiving
state support,” said Mr. Kean, who is
a member of the Senate Health, Hu-
man Services and Senior Citizens
Committee. “This legislation encour-
ages hospitals to spend resources
much more efficiently and allows the
state to intervene as soon as signs of
deteriorating financial performance
are evident. We need to ensure hospi-
tals are fiscally sound, so that they
remain open and patients have access
to quality healthcare.”

Senate Bill 1796 permits the Com-
missioner of Health, in consultation
with a struggling hospital, to appoint
a monitor to scrutinize all financial
records to prevent further economic
deterioration. The intervention would
be authorized only if the Commis-
sioner determines that a hospital is at
serious risk.

N.J. MVC Order for
National Guard

TRENTON – Active duty National
Guard personnel and reservists serv-
ing in Operation Iraqi Freedom and
the war on terrorism are being given
automatic extensions if their driver’s
license, vehicle registration or inspec-
tion sticker is expiring. This is based
on the N.J. Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion Administrative Order 2008-02,
dated August 8, 2008, for New Jersey
National Guard and Reserve Mem-
bers.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4 p.m.

Weekend Sports - Monday 12 p.m.
Classifieds - Tuesday 12 p.m.

Ad Reservation - Friday 4 p.m.
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E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
goleader.com/help
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30%
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ABSOLUTE
REGARDLESS OF PRICE!

HOMEOWNERS, INVESTORS, 
DEVELOPERS, BUILDERS:

Residential, Commercial and Development properties available in the following nine counties:

800-516-0014
www.sheldongood.com/njportfolio.php

AUCTIONS NE LLC Certified or Cashier's Checks Required to Buy ©2008 Sheldon Good & Co, Auctions NE LLC

CAMDEN
Land
#500 – Lindenwold: Blk 289, Lot 1

ESSEX
Single Family
#510 – Newark: 36 Holland Street

Single Room Occupancy
#600 – Newark:

779 Clinton Avenue (19 units)

HUDSON
Condominium
#110 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 101
#120 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 105
#130 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 107
#140 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 207
#150 – Jersey City:

2271 Kennedy Blvd. Unit 401

Multi Family
#300 – Jersey City: 41 Clarke Avenue

HUNTERDON
Commercial/Residential
#400 – Glen Gardner: 2069 Route 31

MERCER
Multi Family
#395 –  Ewing: 17 New Trent Street

MIDDLESEX
Land
#520 – South Brunswick: 338 New Road

OCEAN
Commercial/Residential
#410 – Lakehurst: 117 Union Avenue

Condominium
#160 – Beach Haven: 118 N. Bay Avenue #4

SOMERSET
Commercial/Residential
#420 – Manville: 279-281 S. Main Street

Land
#540 – Manville: 283-85 S. Main Street

Single Family
#530 – Manville: 412 Huff Avenue

UNION
Commercial/Residential
#430 – Plainfield: 177-185 North Avenue
Land
#345 – Elizabeth: 1034 William Street
#550 – Elizabeth: 258-260 Orchard Street
#560 – Plainfield: 84 Jefferson Avenue
Single Family
#170 – Plainfield: 211 Spooner Avenue
#570 – Plainfield: 834-36 West 4th Street
#580 – Rahway: 226 Adams Street
#180 – Roselle: 118 Monroe Avenue
#590 – Roselle: 219 Cristiani Street
Multi Family
#320 – Elizabeth: 1086 William Street
#330 – Elizabeth: 533 S. Park Street
#340 – Elizabeth: 535 S. Park Street
#390 – Linden: 1308 E. St. George Avenue
#350A – New Providence: 123 South Street
#350B – New Providence: 125 South Street
#360 – Plainfield: 211 Richmond Street
#370 – Plainfield: 514 East 3rd Street
#380 – Westfield: 347 First Street
Single Room Occupancy
#620 – Elizabeth:157-163 Westfield Avenue

(22 units)
#640 – Elizabeth: 525 Westminster Avenue

(18 units)

Broker Participation
Invited!
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Sarah Ferguson

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com


