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Are State Council Guidelines too
Strict for WF Farmers Market?

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark and Linden.

E-mail Addresses
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District News

Representative Mike Ferguson

August 8, 2008
To: The Honorable Mary Peters, United

States Department of Transportation
Dear Secretary Peters: We write you

today to share our bipartisan opposition
to the Department’s announcement that
you intend to auction [time] slots at New-
ark Liberty International Airport by Sep-
tember 3, 2008. Delays and congestion at
Newark Liberty, the most delayed airport
in the nation for much of the last 15 years,
will not be reduced as a function of the
slot auction. If anything, an additional
daily arrival and an additional daily de-
parture using the auctioned slots will only
increase congestion. The auctioning of
slots at Newark or any airport has nothing
to do with managing congestion and de-
lay nor will it reduce the congestion. As
you may recall, we collectively supported
the capping of Newark Liberty (EWR)
last fall when the Aviation Rulemaking
Committee (ARC) you convened was con-
sidering capping JFK. We believed then
and continue to believe now that capping
EWR has prevented the delays and con-
gestion from getting any worse. Had JFK
and LGA been capped and EWR remained
“open,” airlines desiring to increase ser-
vice at Newark/New York would have
had no choice but to fly to Newark Lib-
erty , and it is likely that gridlock would
have followed. While the delays are no
better at EWR this summer, they are not
significantly worse. We recognize that
some may argue that the auctioning of
slots is necessary to ensure competition
and reduce fares in an environment where
the airport is capped, but this is simply not
true. In fact, many predict fares will only
go up because of auctions. As was pre-
dicted by the industry, there is a robust
secondary market now that Newark is
capped. In fact, a relatively new carrier,
Porter, has been able to obtain several
slots being given up by one of the major
legacy airlines because that legacy carrier
is reducing service in an effort to reduce
losses that result from the high price of
oil. The secondary market at Newark –
which does not create the serious legal
issues slot auctions would – is function-
ing as well and as predicted and increas-
ing competition at the airport. Of greatest
concern to us is the possibility of the
Department beginning a process that leads
to increased flights at a time when the
FAA’s own statistics show that Newark
Liberty is not operating well. Operations

NJ’s House Delegation Opposes
DOT Plan for Newark Airport

at the airport this summer have not im-
proved even though [the] DOT has
claimed that they have. Ground delay
programs have increased substantially
year over year and the number of long taxi
out times, those over 40 minutes, have
increased to nearly 29 percent of flights
from just under 27 percent last year. Inter-
estingly, average taxi in times during one
of the hours you are proposing to add an
arrival slot – 5 p.m. – increased by 10
percent in the first month after caps were
in place. Adding even one flight during
the peak hours of the afternoon could
have unacceptable operational ramifica-
tions. Rather than begin the process of a
slot auction – an untested theory that will
clearly not reduce delay or congestion –
we suggest that the Department refocus
its efforts on the list of 77 initiatives
endorsed by the ARC. We commend the
FAA for getting 12 of the “top 17” com-
pleted already, but focusing financial and
personnel resources toward others on that
list of 17 will be far more productive than
auctioning a single slot. We recognize
that many in the industry and on Capitol
Hill are questioning whether [the] DOT
even has the authority to conduct such an
auction. Those issues will be settled by
the courts or through the passage of leg-
islation by the Congress. As representa-
tives of the great state of New Jersey, we
care that the people who travel in and out
of Newark Liberty, the people who work
at Newark Liberty and the people who
live in the vicinity of Newark Liberty are
not subjected to increased noise and de-
lays and congestion. No one can declare
a victory if noise and delays and conges-
tion are increased. We urge you to refrain
from moving forward with the slot auc-
tion process. It holds no benefit for our
constituents in New Jersey.

Members of Congress:
Bill Pascrell Jr.

Frank A. LoBiondo
Donald M. Payne
Frank Pallone Jr.

Steven R. Rothman
Albio Sires

Rodney Frelinghuysen
Jim Saxton
Rush Holt

Christopher H. Smith
Scott Garrett

Michael A. Ferguson

Lesniak’s True Colors
Are Shown by Race

In reference to Neil Cohen’s district,
Senator Raymond Lesniak is quoted in a
7/29/08 Star Ledger story as saying, “His-
panics and African-Americans make up a
majority of the district,” and “now that
there’s an opening, it’s only right that it is
filled by a minority.”

I can’t believe Senator Lesniak actu-
ally believes his own statement. It defies
logic on many levels. Does Senator
Lesniak believe the U.S. should not have
a minority president because most citi-
zens are white? Should we now vote for
candidates based on race instead of quali-
fications?

Ask the people of Detroit and Newark.
Or ask the many “white” towns that had a
white mayor (who was corrupt), how they
felt once they were betrayed. Ask a white
town with a minority representative that
has served them well or a minority town
served well by a white representative if
they should vote based on race.

Senator Lesniak is turning this state
back 100 years with ridiculous statements
like this. It shows his true colors. Shame
on Senator Lesniak.

Lance Cook
Westfield

Future for Children,
Bleak with Cohen Story

I winced as I read one letter writer’s
recent frolic through the story of horren-
dous child exploitation (“Cryan and Sen.
Lesniak Handover Asm. Cohen, What is
up With That?, 7/31/08).

As the cartoon on the same page sug-
gests, the reported incident is the tip of an
iceberg that can wreck our children’s
future. Our most precious resource is
being ill served in depleted public schools.
Their salaries, homes and pensions are
gamed by the market. They will be taxed
beyond imagination to shore up crum-
bling Wall Street. And they are sent to
suffer and die in unending war.

Unfortunately for our children, the
presidential candidates these days are
more about quick fixes than vision, acting
like Senator Cocaine for President.

Phil Falcone
Long Branch, N.J.

Have a Party for Volunteers, But
Don’t Close the Mountainside Pool

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – you must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

MADID
1. Nervous; fidgety
2. Soiled and wrinkled
3. Wet; moist
4. Covered with filth

POORT
1. An oceanographer
2. A mountain pass
3. A worker in a diamond mine, espe-

cially South Africa
4. Deep feeling of remorse, guilt

HIN
1. With great speed
2. An extra seat on a motorcycle behind

the driver’s seat
3. Extreme doubt, disbelief
4. A Hebrew measure of liquids hold-

ing about six quarts
POPLITEAL

1. The part of the leg behind the knee
2. The gland in a frog that enables it to

croak
3. Having a sticky, viscous or gooey

texture
4. Precipitous; extremely steep

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Burking – Murdering persons in

order to sell their bodies for dissection
2. Simagre – A grimace
3. Buccal – Petaining to the cheek or

mouth
4. Blotto – Very drunk; unconscious

because of drinking too much

I have just read the front-page article in
last week’s paper that describes Mayor
[Robert] Viglianti’s reaction to a petition
signed by Mountainside Pool members
(“Mayor Says Petition Drive Dishonors
Volunteers” 8/7/08).

If he and the Mountainside Council
took the time to read that petition and the
two letters that I have written, they might
realize that the objection is to the pool
closing, not the party. The mayor can
have a party: just don’t close the pool. A
possibility would be a party starting at 3
p.m., or better yet, after the pool closes on

September 1.
Is it wrong that 43 of the individuals

that signed the petition are not
Mountainside residents? Non-residents
are invited to join the Mountainside Com-
munity Pool. Their dues are needed to
help make the pool operation financially
sound. We are glad to have them. They
also have the right to protest the unneces-
sary closing of the pool on a Saturday in
the middle of the season.

Hedley Weeks
Mountainside

Mountainside Resident Against Pool
Closing, Not Volunteers and Party

I resent Mayor Robert F. Vigilante
saying the petition was against the Volun-
teer Party at the Mountainside Pool.

It was for the lock out of paying pool
members.

I am a volunteer. I was invited to the
party. I also signed the petition. Why
would I sign the petition if I was against
the party.

Out-of-towners signed because they
are not allowed to use the pool that day.

This pool is supported by members,
not tax money.

Also the invitation read, “Employee
and Volunteer.” If it had just been volun-
teers, the pool could have remained open.

Norma Huber
Mountainside

Solipsistic Closing of Mountainside
Pool to Paying Patrons Is Injustice

This letter is written in response to the
front-page article (The Westfield Leader,
August 7) containing a description of
Mayor Robert Viglianti’s capricious re-
sponses to the petition offered at the most
recent Mountainside Council meeting.
The petition was signed by pool members
who were protesting the decision by the
mayor to close the pool on Saturday,
August 16, 2008 in order to honor
Mountainside volunteers.

Please be advised of the following:
1. The pool is open for one of the

shortest seasons in recent memory.
2. Mountainside Pool opens one week

later than any other pool in the area and
will close promptly on September 1, 2008.

3. There are several alternatives to hold-
ing this event including a weekday
evening, or any evening for that matter.

4. Given the fact that the pool is seldom
overcrowded, the pool could easily ac-
commodate any volunteers and remain
open for the patrons who have paid to use
the pool for the full season.

I am one of the nonresident pool mem-
bers who were demeaned by the mayor’s
statements. Please note that nonresident
members pay a premium to belong to the
pool, in my case more than twice what a
Mountainside resident would pay. The
premium we nonresidents pay goes a long
way toward supporting the pool and mak-
ing it a viable source of recreation for
both Mountainside and surrounding com-
munities. As a pool member, I have every
right to protest this injustice.

Further, it is my understanding that this
event has been held on a yearly basis; it is
not the first time volunteers have been so
honored but certainly the first time that
such a heavy-handed, self-serving action
has inconvenienced paying participants.

While the mayor and council members
claim it is too late to change their solipsis-
tic plans, perhaps they will consider other
means to honor volunteers without of-
fending paying pool patrons.

Patricia Frawley
Westfield

As the Garden State, New Jersey is replete with
farms and fresh produce for her inhabitants to eat.
The weekly event of the Farmers Market is a
convenient way for farmers to sell their produce
and for residents who don’t live by the farm to
purchase it.

The Westfield Farmers Market, as part of the New
Jersey Council of Farmers and Communities
(NJCFC), cannot accept vendors who sell food they
did not grow. So, as delicious as papayas may be,
unless they were grown on that vendor’s New Jersey
farm, they cannot be sold.

In order to join the council, the market also has to
agree to only use farmers that belong to the council.

“This guarantees the consumers that they are get-
ting produce grown on that farmer’s farm,” accord-
ing to Lisa Cuomo, administrator of the NJCFC.

It’s a rough restriction, but it’s there to protect the
New Jersey farms. As a New Jerseyan, you will
know you are eating food grown right here in the
state. Your food hasn’t been traveling for hours in a
truck, across state lines. However, as a result, the
Westfield Farmers Market has considerably less
vendors from which to choose.

This only became an issue when Naomi McElynn,
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce executive
director, tried to bring in organic foods to make the

Market more diverse in its offerings.
Ms. McElynn had contacted the Purple Dragon

co-op, which is not a farm. Purple Dragon buys
organic foods from many different farms, including
those from out of the state. The co-op signed into an
agreement with Ms. McElynn and was ready to
begin selling until both parties realized that Purple
Dragon had to be a part of NJCFC to sell at Westfield.

Now, the town is looking at the benefits of staying
with the council, but is toying with the idea of
leaving NJCFC because of its restrictions.

Looking at Scotch Plains, it doesn’t seem like such
a bad idea. The Scotch Plains Farmers Market is not
a member of NJCFC and right now seems to be a
more viable option for residents. And Scotch Plains
already has an organic vendor. In fact, as mentioned
in The Westfield Leader/Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times article, “Largest Vendor Leaves Westfield
Farmers Market” (July, 31, 2008), the only other
towns in the county that are members of the council
are Elizabeth, Roselle Park and Springfield.

Around here, Saturday should be a day for resi-
dents to congregate in town and meet and talk with
some experienced farmers. The Westfield Farmers
Market is still good, and yes, the town is trying to
make it even better. Right now, it’s just caught in
some sticky red tape.

Invasion of Georgia,
Moral High Ground

Amid worldwide consternation over
the invasion by Russia of the sovereign
nation of Georgia, American President
George W. Bush is among the most vocal
critics of the Medvedev/Putin duo. Bush
is irate that a world power would unilat-
erally invade another much weaker coun-
try seeking a regime change based on
trumped-up charges that the smaller na-
tion was a threat to the safety of the larger
one.

Seems to me that we have lost the
moral high ground on this one.

Bill Gottdenker
Mountainside

Freeholders, Westfield
Town Council Should

Continue Meetings
I applaud the Westfield Town Council

for meeting with Union County Free-
holders last month to discuss county
spending. Councilman Frank Arena is
right on the money when he questions
why the county wants to spend $20 mil-
lion on an outdoor amphitheater and sound
studio, while state and local governments
are cutting spending to meet budgets.

With the county assessment to each
Westfield household now up to $2,500,
an amount exceeding our own town gov-
ernment, we need to keep questioning
them. How about its debt service, pen-
sions, “free” music concerts (not free to
taxpayers), and money losing hospital
and golf courses.

I’m hopeful the council will continue
to meet with freeholders to question county
expenditures, and discuss ways to reduce
them.

Bill West
Westfield

Closing Pool for a Day Generates
Letters from Mountainsiders

When church usher William Biunno stole from the
collection plate at Our Lady of Lourdes Roman
Catholic Church in Mountainside, we did not re-
ceive a single letter.

When former Mountainside Board of Education
President Richard Kress was suspended by the New
Jersey Supreme Court from practicing law for six
months for conduct that involved dishonesty, deceit
or misrepresentation, failure to inform clients of
termination of representation due to impairment,
failure to put an hourly fee in writing, failure to
communicate with his clients, lack of diligence and
violating professional rules of conduct, residents
were not motivated to write.

Yet, when the borough decided to close the com-
munity pool on Saturday, August 16, for a party to
honor its volunteers, we received three letters and a
copy of a petition signed by 111 pool members
opposing the decision by Mayor Robert Viglianti
and the borough council.

One of the signers of the petition told our reporter
that out-of-towners pay $500 to join the pool. So,
what might not seem like a big deal, is being seen, at
the very least, as a major inconvenience. Petition
signers say they wanted the volunteer party held
after the season ends.

While the borough contends that the third Satur-
day in August does not generate the crowds other
summer weekends do, some pool users feel they are
losing a weekend they have pre-paid for and, thus,
should not be shut out. The Mountainside pool is
open from early June through September 1, and
some users feel their pool time is limited as it is.

Mountainside honors its volunteers each year with
a summer party. Previously, the party was not held at
the pool. Seems this year the honors and fun at the
party might be tainted. We hope it’s not so.

Letters to the editor are very interesting, and
readers’ views are most important. We look forward
to receiving them each week. Thank you for writing.

Fraud Hotline
U.S. Attorney Chris Christie asks

anyone with a complaint about sus-
pecting wrongdoing by government
actors (elected and appointed officials,
holders of contracts, etc.) to call him
directly or, if they prefer, call the FBI.
Mr. Christie prefers to talk with people
directly and does not record his phone
calls, so callers need not be concerned.
Contact numbers: U.S. Attorney Chris
Christie (973) 645-2700. FBI’s New-
ark office (973) 792-3000.

Commentary on Power:
Tale of Different Worlds

New Jersey Attorney General (AG)
Anne Milgram was stopped for a speed-
ing ticket recently. Without using her
influence or letting her position known to
the police officer, she accepted the ticket
and paid it.

Only afterwards, did the officer dis-
cover that he had given his boss a ticket.
The AG had every right to plead down the
ticket, such as to receive two points and
not four points on her driving record. She

did neither.
This is the way the system is supposed

to work and how officials should conduct
themselves. Well done Attorney General
Milgram.

In contrast, Essex County Judge Patricia
Costello ruled last week that Newark coun-
cilwoman Dana Rone must give up her
council seat because of her attempts to
interfere with a nephew’s 2006 traffic
stop. Videotape evidence showed Rone’s
behavior at the traffic stop to be devastat-
ing.

Some may also remember when Zulima
Farber, former NJ Attorney General in
2006, had to resign because she interfered
with police action upon the arrest of her
boyfriend for multiple motor vehicle in-
fractions.

Unfortunately, AG Farber even dragged
Freeholder Angel Estrada into the picture
to straighten out driver’s license and car
registration issues associated with her
boyfriend, Hamlet Goore.

So, perhaps AG Millgram and the courts
are now setting the right example.


