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Correction
A story published July 24 in The

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on
coverage of the July 16 Borough
Council meeting should have said
borough resident Marion Menzer
earns $3,244 per month not per quar-
ter as reported. She told the Fanwood
Borough Council her quarterly tax
bill is $3,217.

THE APPLE OF HER EYE… Katie Ciullo and daughter Emma Ciullo are shown
with a Westfield Apple from 1977. Katie was part of the last class to graduate from
Lincoln School before it closed down, and daughter Emma will be a part of the first
new kindergarten class to attend Lincoln. See story on page 5.

Wanted: Two Men
For Armed Robbery

Crimestoppers is offering a reward of
up to $5,000 for the arrest and indictment
of two men wanted in connection with an
armed robbery in Summit last month.

Just after 2:30 p.m. on July 25, two men
entered a landscaping business on Park
Avenue, said Sgt. Michael Rabasca of the
Summit Police Department.

One of the men brandished a handgun
and ordered employees into an office area
where they proceeded to tie up the vic-
tims. The men then stole several thou-
sands of dollars in cash.

The men are described as Hispanic in-
between the ages of 30 and 40-years-old,
Rabasca said.

Anyone with information may call the
Crimestoppers tip line at (908) 654-TIPS
(8477). All calls are strictly anonymous
and confidential.

People with information are also en-
couraged to contact the Summit Police
Department’s Detective bureau at (908)
273-0051.

Beth Budnick The Westfield Leader
TRIGGER WARNING...Union County Police Officers Lt. Richard Buschel, left,
and Steve Mykytka at the Union County Hazardous Waste Disposal on Saturday,
August 9, in Scotch Plains show ammunition received for disposal. The Union
County Police also received hazardous firecrackers, pool chemicals, fluorescent
light bulbs and mercury switches.

Fred Rossi for The Westfield Leader
SLICK PERFORMANCE...Members of STARS (Student Thespians Are Recre-
ating The Stage) performed a musical number from Grease last weekend at Alan
Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains.

POLICE BLOTTER
Westfield

Wednesday, August 6, a resident of a
senior facility reported the theft of approxi-
mately $1,000 in cash from a wallet in his
room.

Friday, August 8, Lance Henry, 50, of
Westfield was arrested on an outstanding
no-bail warrant from the Union County
Sheriff’s Department at the intersection of
South Avenue, East and South Elmer Street.
He was processed and turned over to the
Union County Sheriff’s Department.

Friday, August 8, Ronald Villa, 30, of
Westfield was arrested after a motor vehicle
stop at Lamberts Mill and Raritan Roads on
a no-bail warrant from Rahway Municipal
Court. He was transported to Westfield
police headquarters, processed and turned
over to the Rahway Police Department.

Friday, August 8, Michelle Sarasti, 42, of
Clark was arrested at Westfield police head-
quarters on an outstanding contempt of
court warrant from Westfield. She was pro-
cessed and released after posting $455 bail.

Saturday, August 9, a Highland Avenue
resident reported a light post was broken at
the home.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the 500
block of Cumberland Street reported the
theft of a wallet and multiple credit cards
from an unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in the driveway.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the 100
block of North Euclid Avenue reported that
someone smashed out the rear window of
his motor vehicle.

Saturday, August 9, a resident of the 400
block of Lawrence Avenue reported that
someone damaged exterior lights at the
home, causing approximately $500 in dam-
age.

Sunday, August 10, Armando Joseph
Derrico, 25, of Elizabeth was arrested at
Westfield police headquarters on an out-
standing Westfield contempt of court war-
rant. He was released after posting $99 bail.

Monday, August 11, Priscilla Reed, 26,
of Piscataway was arrested on the 600 block
of South Avenue, West on an outstanding
Plainfield contempt of court warrant. She
was released after posting $275 bail.

Monday, August 11, Gerardo Gallo, 25,
of Roselle Park was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop at Stanley and Arlington Av-
enues on an outstanding Roselle Park con-
tempt of court warrant. He was released
after posting $120 bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, August 5, Shavonne B. Delaney,

26, of Newark was arrested after a motor
vehicle stop on an outstanding Plainfield
warrant. According to police, she was pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, August 8, LTD C. Hannah, 30, of
Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
Plainfield warrant after police responded to
a report of suspicious activity on Herbert
Avenue. According to police, he was pro-
cessed and released.

Mountainside
Tuesday, August 5, Chanel J. Anderson,

21, of Irvington was arrested for driving
with a suspended license after she was
pulled over for an obstruction of view of-
fense.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident reported
that her purse was stolen in England and
was reporting it to United States authorities
as well. According to police, the purse
contained, among other things, her wallet,
which contained her New Jersey driver’s
license, New York University identifica-
tion card, several credit cards, a St. Claire’s
Hospital identification, a debit card and
$200 in cash.

Tuesday, August 5, a resident of Dog-
wood Way reported that a raccoon, which
appeared to be ill, attacked her dog. Accord-
ing to police, she has not observed the
raccoon in the area again. The dog owner
stated that she had the dog examined by a
veterinarian and was advised to call authori-
ties if she saw the raccoon again, police said.

Tuesday, August 5, a woman returned a
wallet to police headquarters after she found
the wallet, which contained money, several
credit cards and identification, at a bank a
week before. According to police, the wal-
let owner’s identification was determined
and a message was left on his voicemail that
the wallet was being held at headquarters.

Wednesday, August 6, officers responded
to a call from a Route 22 theater that a utility
pole had caught fire and was dropping
sparks onto debris in the area, which was
causing fire. PSE&G was contacted and the
Mountainside Fire Department arrived,
police said.

Wednesday, August 6, officers responded
to a gas station on Route 22 concerning a
report that a motor vehicle traveling on the
highway had gone out of control and struck
the safety bar at the pumps. According to
police, the attendant was able to identify the
make of the car and get the license plate,
which was traced to a home in Westfield.
Westfield authorities were notified and were
able to locate the vehicle allegedly involved
in the crash parked in front of the house,
police said. The car in question had front-
end damage, authorities reported.

The owner of the vehicle, identified as
Christopher Cassett, 20, of Westfield was
asked to come out from inside the house by
Westfield police, as Mountainside officers
arrived at the scene. According to authori-
ties, Cassett admitted to the accident but
said he fled the scene because he was ner-
vous. Officers smelled alcohol on his breath
and administered sobriety tests, which
Cassett failed, police said.

According to authorities, he was arrested

and charged with driving under the influ-
ence (DUI). When authorities tried to place
handcuffs on the suspect, he became bellig-
erent, striking an officer in the head before
being restrained by three other officers,
police reported. Cassett continued to struggle
as several officers attempted to get him into
the back of a police vehicle, yelling terror-
istic threats at officers, authorities reported.

In addition to DUI, Cassett was charged
with aggravated assault, resisting arrest,
obstruction, careless driving, leaving the
scene of an accident and failure to report an
accident.

Friday, August 8, a resident of Long
Meadow reported that she gave a lighter to
her son’s homeless friend who lives in the
loft above the garage and, moments later,
heard an explosion from that area. Accord-
ing to police, an aerosol can had exploded in
the loft, causing smoke and some fire dam-
age to the floor. The homeless tenant fled
the scene and was not located, police said.

Friday, August 8, a Cherry Hill Road
resident reported that a white male, ap-
proximately 6 feet and 2 inches tall, with
short reddish blond hair, came to her door
and sold her magazine subscriptions in the
amount of $206, for which she paid him in
cash and by check.

According to police, the homeowner was
not sure if the salesman was a licensed
vendor, but a search of the area revealed
nothing.

Friday, August 8, Marcos A. Espaillat,
25, of Edison was arrested for allegedly
driving an unregistered vehicle with a sus-
pended license, after a motor vehicle stop
on Summit Road.

Saturday, August 9, James Schoenknecht,
21, of Mountainside was arrested at
Mountainside police headquarters on an
outstanding Westfield contempt of court
warrant. He was released after posting $560
bail.

Sunday, August 10, William J.
O’Sullivan, 20, of Mountainside was ar-
rested at police headquarters during an in-
terview regarding a motor vehicle accident
that occurred in Springfield. According to
authorities, he was charged with providing
police with false information and on war-
rants out of Berkeley Heights in the amount
of $275, Cranford in the amount of $750,
Garwood in the amount of $89 and Westfield
in the amount of $1,000.

Scotch Plains
Wednesday, August 6, Jacquil Washing-

ton, 19, of Plainfield was arrested on an
outstanding warrant.

Thursday, August 7, a resident of Martine
Avenue reported that someone did approxi-
mately $75 worth of damage to her mail-
box.

Thursday, August 7, police responded to
Front Street on a report of a hit and run.
According to police, the victim reported
that someone struck the rear of his motor
vehicle while it was illegally parked.

Thursday, August 7, Eugene Owens, 21,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstanding
warrant after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Thursday, August 7, Albert Alfredo, 21,
and Amlicar Santiago, 19, both of Plainfield,
were arrested and charged with possession
of a loaded handgun. According to police,
the motor vehicle in which the pair was
traveling was stopped for a motor vehicle
violation, and the handgun was observed
between the two. They were processed,
released and transported to the Union County
jail after they were unable to make bail.

Thursday, August 7, Cortney Ramey,
18, of Brick was arrested and charged with
DWI after being stopped for a motor vehicle
violation, at which time officers smelled
alcohol in the vehicle. According to police,
Ramey was processed and released.

Saturday, August 9, John Checcio, 51, of
Scotch Plains was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, he
was processed and released.

Sunday, August 10, Krystalda Andrews,
22, of Hillcrest was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant after being stopped for a motor
vehicle violation. According to police, she
was processed and released.

Sunday, August 10, a resident of Park
Avenue reported that someone entered his
motor vehicle and removed his steering
wheel, valued at approximately $200.

WESTFIELD – Julia Harbaugh, a
rising sophomore at Westfield High
School, recently completed a bicycle
trip across the country. After wetting
her wheel in the Atlantic Ocean in
Savannah, Ga., on June 22, Julia cleaned
the grime of the 3,007 mile trip in the
Pacific Ocean at Santa Monica, Calif.,
at approximately 1 p.m. Pacific Day-
light Time on August 1.

Julia, the youngest of the 13 cyclists
and one of the four girls to complete the
epic journey, arrived elated and in good
spirits. The cycling group was greeted
by enthusiastic friends and relatives,
including Julia’s great aunt, Joan
Harbaugh Riese, a resident of Fallbrook,
Calif.

During the 40-day trip, Julia and her
companions carried the necessary food,

WHS Student Completes
Cross-Country Bike Trip

clothing and tents in the panniers
mounted over the rear wheel of their
bikes. They were accompanied by two
young adult employees of Overland
Tours, who provided supervision and
guidance.

Distances covered per day ranged up
to the 115-mile journey from Parker,
Ariz., to Twenty-Nine Palms, Calif.

Julia decided on the trip by “just
looking through the [tour group’s]
magazine… I decided I wanted to bike
across the country,” she said.

“I didn’t have any biking experience
besides going around the block when I
was little,” she said, but noted she did
train for the 3,000 mile expedition by
following the training guidelines sent
out by her group leaders in March.

The toughest parts of the trip for Julia
were biking through the desert, which
she described as “really, really tough
— it was 127 degrees.”

The cycling trip was designed for
ninth to 12th graders by Overland. The
trip is rated a “10,” the most difficult on
their 1 to 10 scale.

The trip provided the young par-
ticipants with a view of the diver-
sity of America, its people and ter-
rain. Some towns provided police
and fire department escorts through
their communities, as in Union,
Miss., where the cyclists were also
given a potluck dinner and an
evening of swimming in the com-
munity pool.

Julia, who celebrated her fifteenth
birthday during the trip, is the daughter
of Mark and Elizabeth Harbaugh of
Westfield. She returned home (by air)
on Sunday, August 3.

Julia encouraged others to likewise
push themselves in such journeys, but
added, “Make sure to find friends for
the trip, and know it’s a big, big chal-
lenge ahead of you.”
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Defined Contribution Plan
council at its conference meeting Tues-
day that it had been difficult for local
officials to get definitive information
from state officials on how the new
program is supposed to be operated.

Mr. Atkins told the council on Tues-
day that “my gut tells me that [next
year’s council] will be dealing with this
again” as state officials continue to
issue further regulations.

Fanwood Municipal Clerk Eleanor
McGovern said the borough council
has passed an ordinance as required by
the state. Garwood’s council also ad-
dressed the matter Tuesday night.

Under the new DCRP system, em-
ployees will contribute 5.5 percent of
the base salary into the system while
the state, county or local government
provides a 3 percent match. The mini-
mum salary for elected or appointed
officials to join the defined contribu-
tion program is $1,500.

Unlike the pension system – in which
officials must work 10 years before re-
ceiving matching funds from an em-
ployer, a system known as vesting –
members of the DCRP are vested imme-
diately and can collect matching money.

The sponsor of the legislation, former
Democratic Senator Ellen Karcher of
Monmouth County, was quoted in a
2007 press release saying, “We cannot
afford Cadillac benefits on a Chevy
budget.”

She said the bill was aimed at crack-
ing down on pension boosting.

The New Jersey League of Munici-
palities, which initially opposed the
legislation, told its members in an on-
line letter that its biggest concern was
over those towns that “employ an attor-
ney on a full-time basis with a fixed
salary, as opposed to the professional
contract provision. We believe full-time
positions will continue in PERS, but it
is clear that all professional contractors
are excluded from membership in PERS
as of January 1, 2008.”

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association website, “A person
who is employed or appointed in the
regular or normal course of employ-
ment or appointment procedures will
not be a participant in the DCRP. It
would appear that this broad exclusion
precludes the application of the plan to
most, if not all, school employees.”

Mountainside Teen Dies
In Route 22 Car Accident

By DEBBIE HOFFMAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — A 16-year-
old Mountainside driver died Tuesday
from injuries sustained in a one-car
accident on Route 22 in Springfield
early Sunday. The accident occurred
adjacent to the AutoLand complex in
the eastbound lanes.

Although authorities would not re-
lease the victim’s name, family friends
contacted by The Westfield Leader iden-
tified the teenager as Timothy Black,
Jr., and said he attended Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights the past two years.

“We have heard the name being talked
about, and we can’t dispute that,” said
John Holl, a spokesman for the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

Timothy, the car’s only occupant,
was not wearing a seat belt, according
to Springfield police. He died at Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark.

Sergeant Ed McNany of the Spring-
field Police Department would not re-
lease further information, saying it was
“a juvenile matter.”

“We’re in the process of reviewing
the information with the (Union County)
prosecutor’s office,” he said.

As of press time, the prosecutor’s
office, after reviewing the accident,
turned the case back over to Springfield
Police.

Mountainside Police Captain Rich-
ard Osieja said his department was
called in to notify the driver’s grand-
mother, who was at home at the time of
the accident. He also said his depart-
ment has no further role unless the
investigation warrants its involvement.

According to the New Jersey Motor
Vehicle Commission, a 16-year-old may
drive under a “supervised driving pe-

riod” which includes “no driving be-
tween 11:01 p.m. and 5 a.m.” The acci-
dent occurred at 2:30 a.m. The rules
also stipulate that drivers must be ac-
companied by an adult driver at least 21
years of age.

According to family friends, the
Higgins & Bonner Funeral Home, lo-
cated Springfield Avenue in Westfield,
is handling funeral arrangements.

Services will be held at Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church in
Mountainside. Dates and times were
not available as of press time.

In New Jersey, he said the use of
electricity continues to grow. With high
demand and limited supply, the price
has shot up.

Mr. Dotter said the market is “very
closely regulated” and that “a fair sys-
tem is in place. Prices are going up.
That’s a fact of life.”

He said while New Jersey does need
more power plants, an increase in the
number of plants would raise the price
of electricity.

“New power plants would cost more.
Steel, concrete, copper, generators and
turbines are expensive,” Mr. Dotter said,
“and we’re in competition with the rest
of the world for pieces.”

One solution posed by Mr. Dotter is
increased conservation; however, he
said it is not happening because people
believe “somebody else ought to do it
[instead of acting on their own].”

He said while some generators are
making money, “they are improving
and maintaining their plants and adding
pollution-control devices.”

He did note that they are “aware of
the concern over rising prices and want
to work with states to come up with
solutions.”

Olga Alvarez, the press secretary for
Senator Robert Menendez (D-NJ), told
The Leader that the senator has received
the resolution and “believes PJM has
instituted a pricing model that increases
prices for everyone.”

She said he “intends to pursue
[deregulation] vigorously in the next
Congress. PJM has to be held
accountable and needs to treat New
Jersey citizens fairly.”
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Electricity

Muhlenberg Closing Adds
To Unemployment Hike in UC

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – As of August 6, 300
Muhlenberg Regional Medical Cen-
ter employees did not have jobs. This
comes at a time when Union County’s
unemployment rate rose to 5.6 per-
cent in June (latest available), 1.1
percent higher than the average rate
for 2007.

Comparing it to the national and
state average for June, Union County
has slightly more out-of-work em-
ployees.

Tom Casey, vice president of pub-
lic relations for Solaris Health Sys-
tems, said to The Westfield Leader
July 31, “We found positions for
roughly 650 employees mainly at JFK
Medical.” Some, he said, have taken
jobs at Solaris’ nursing facilities and
other health service centers in
Middlesex County.

He said 450 employees had resigned
prior to the letter Nancy Fiamingo,
senior vice president and chief operat-

ing officer for Muhlenberg, submitted
to workers July 29, notifying them of
the date the hospital would close. Of
those who resigned, some took jobs at
Trinitas Hospital in Elizabeth as men-
tal health and psychology profession-
als, some went on to jobs elsewhere,
and some retired.

John Oatis, Fanwood volunteer res-
cue squad president, told The Leader
that most of the doctors have moved
from Muhlenberg.

Last Thursday, approximately 15
patients remained at Muhlenberg, and
the hospital planned to move them the
following day, according to Barbara
Germinder, a volunteer at the medical
center. Thursday was the last day for
all volunteers. She said she did not
have another volunteer post lined up
yet but planned to find a position after
the end of the year, once the holidays
pass.

The hospital halls were virtually
empty, no one was sitting in the wait-
ing room on the third floor, and three
nurses manned the nursing station on
the third floor last Thursday after-
noon.

Most employees of the Plainfield
medical center come from Union,
Somerset and Middlesex counties, ac-
cording to Mr. Casey. He did not have
information about the number of dis-
placed employees from each town or
city. Of the people unemployed due to
the closing of Muhlenberg are a mix of
professional staff, including secretar-
ies, clerks, clinical staff and service
workers, such as food service and
housekeeping.

About five employees of
Muhlenberg were asked to comment,
last Thursday, on their career plans
once the hospital closes, but no one
wished to talk to the press. Adminis-
tration declined to speak to the press as
well.

A severance package was offered to
those who did not take a job in the
Solaris health system. Mr. Casey would
not disclose specific details of the pack-
age but said the severance is in corre-
lation with their position’s rate of pay
and length of service to Muhlenberg.
In compliance with state law, employ-
ees and their eligible dependents are
entitled to receive medical coverage
through COBRA, paid by the benefi-
ciary.

Mr. Casey did not have cost infor-
mation. According to the state’s Divi-
sion of Pension and Benefits website,
the COBRA monthly payment is the
“full group rate plus a 2 percent ad-
ministration fee.”

Of the 650 people who stayed with
Solaris, 200 to 250 employees will be
on-site at Muhlenberg’s satellite emer-
gency department to provide services.
Diagnostic imaging, lab employees,
dialysis, home care and medical
records are also on the premises.

The school of nursing adjacent to
the hospital is unchanged at 300-plus
students per year, according to Mr.
Casey. The students will continue to
attend classroom lectures and rotate
through other acute-care facilities, in-
cluding JFK and Overlook hospitals.

setback of 5.11 feet where 10 feet is
required.

Board member Mark Doherty ques-
tioned the owner about the height,
later saying the undersized 50-foot lot,
where 60 feet is normal, is too small
for a house of the height proposed. Mr.
Masciale said he thought the design
was appealing, saying it is not a
“block,” as new construction can look
like.

“It is in design with the old Victo-
rian house,” said board member
Maryalice Ryan.

Another application the board saw
as steering away from the “box” look
was from Tina Gargiulo and Stephen
Dombroski of 1010 Coolidge Street.
They were permitted to build a second
story addition on their 1950’s split-

level home in an R-6 zone to add a
fourth bedroom and a bathroom and
raise the height of the current master
bedroom, which is currently seven feet
at the peak.

The plans are to make the home 30
feet, nine inches high at the maximum
height. The variance was for a side
yard setback of 8.39 feet.

Lynn and Richard Mayer of 319
Orenda Circle will construct a two-
story addition at the back of the house
to accommodate an upstairs guest room.

In 2006, the board denied an expan-
sion to the house of Luis and Elizabeth
Vilarin of 430 Everson Place and were
suggested they come back with al-
tered plans. This time the couple was
approved to build a second story addi-
tion, which will go above the screened
in porch in the rear. The foundation
under the porch will be reconstructed
to support the addition and the porch
will be made into indoor space.

Liz Duffy of 106 Dickson Road
started her case and will reconvene in
September with revised plans after the
board had an issue with plans to repo-
sition the garage to the front of the
house because it jutted out. In the
drawings, the garage protrudes from
the house, a design that was intended
to later accommodate an attachment
to a front porch she wants to build.

DPW to Begin Work
At Summit and Arthur

WESTFIELD — The Department
of Public Works will begin the instal-
lation of a temporary curbed round-
about, or center island, with striped
approach islands, this Monday, Au-
gust 18, at the intersection of Summit
Court and Arthur Place.

Construction is expected to take three
days to complete, weather permitting.

The work follows recommenda-
tions from the Westfield Citizens’
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee.
The committee said its goal was to
improve traffic and pedestrian safety
throughout the town.

The installation of this temporary
feature is designed to address these
concerns expressed by residents in
the area at community outreach meet-
ings held over the last year.

Anyone with questions or who
would like additional information
should contact Assistant Town Engi-
neer Kris McAloon at (908) 789-
4100, extension 4606.

Change a Light,
Change the World

CRANFORD – The Cranford En-
vironmental Commission will par-
ticipate in the New Jersey Clean En-
ergy Program, which seeks to save
energy and help protect the environ-
ment.

Residents can stop by the Cranford
Post Office, located at 3 Miln Street,
this Saturday, August 16, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. to receive a free Energy
Star-qualified light bulb.
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