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PEDAL PUSHER… Julia Harbaugh,
15, of Westfield, recently completed a
cross-country bicycle trip from Savan-
nah, Ga., to Santa Monica, Calif. Julia
was the youngest of the 13 cyclists on
her trip, which lasted 40 days and cov-
ered 3,007 miles. See story on page 10.

WF Board of Adjustment
Re-Opens Savannah Case
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — Last month the
Westfield Board of Adjustment denied
the application to extend a variance
four-and-a-half months to allow two
trailers and signage at 201 and 215
Prospect Street, the site of The Savan-
nah condominiums, because the appli-
cant, James Ward, was not in atten-
dance.

On Monday, the applicant came be-
fore the board with an attorney to state
they were not notified of the meeting
last month and so the board approved,
4 to 1, to re-open the case and hear it at
the next meeting, September 8.

Two Class D applications were
moved to September’s meeting since
only five board members were present
and this type of variance requires five
votes of approval. The board gave the
courtesy to the applicants to move their
cases to when seven members would be
present. 370 South Avenue East, a vari-
ance for the non-conforming use of the
property as a three-family dwelling and
547 Downer Street with variances for
additions and parking were resched-
uled.

William Byrne of 202 North Euclid
Avenue also had a Class D variance, but
decided to have his case heard this
month. The board approved his first
floor addition to rework the back of the
house to add a second full bath and
improve the kitchen because his hard-
ship was a pre-existing non-conform-
ing condition of a side yard setback that
is 1.2 feet less than the 10 feet required.
His plan maintains the side yard line as
it exists now.

The home of Charles Bergman at
621 Short Hill Court is unusual in that

it has two front yards. The front of the
house faces Short Hills Court and the
rear of the home faces Whittier Avenue,
which makes his desire to build a patio
off his rear deck a matter for the board
of adjustment. Rear yard patios are
typically allowed without a permit, but
since his backyard looks onto a street it
is considered a front yard in the munici-
pal land use law.

The board approved his eight-foot
long patio, which is 27 feet from the
property line along Whittier Avenue,
where 38 feet is required, because of
the unique position of the property.

Denied on Monday was an applica-
tion for a six-foot fence along a street
side yard, where four feet is the maxi-
mum, proposed by Robert Sloan of 373
Orenda Circle. He said his hardship
was the foxes, coyote and other wildlife
that has entered his property and he
wanted to keep his children and dog
safe by building a higher fence. He said
his yard is located on a bend, not a
corner, and he wanted to match and
connect the fence to his neighbors’ six-
foot fence.

“I don’t see the hardship,” said board
member Chris Masciale, who stepped
in as chairman since William Heinbokel
was absent.

“We are very limited on what we can
approve,” said board member Bill West.

The board approved four other addi-
tions.

Gilbert Engelke of 751 Prospect
Street was approved to expand his two-
and-a-half story home to three stories,
which is just under the 35-foot height
maximum requirement. However, the
property has a pre-existing, non-con-
forming condition of a short side yard

SWEET VIEW...Area girls took the soccer trip of a lifetime when they traveled to Brazil last month. Shown above, they ride
up to Sugar Loaf in Rio de Janiero. Alyssa Straniero from Scotch Plains collected 387 pairs of cleats and delivered them to
the underprivileged communities in Brazil.  The Central Jersey Stars (CJS), coached by Keith Hertell of Westfield and six
other adults, traveled to Brazil for a 12-day stay. See story on page 14 and goleader.com/photos.

Beth Budnick for The Westfield Leader
ALL FIRED UP… The Union County Police held the annual Household Special
Hazardous Waste Collection Day on Saturday, August 9, at Union County
Vocational-Technical School in Scotch Plains. The ammunition pictured above
was one of the items for safe disposal from the county officers.

David Samsky for The Westfield Leader
INDEPENDENT CHOICE...Linden Mayor Richard Gerbounka holds a news
conference Monday on the steps of city hall to announce his endorsement of
Republican Senator John McCain for President. A life-long Democrat, Mr.
Gerbounka became an independent candidate for mayor in 2006 and upset the
Democratic Party establishment to win the mayoral seat.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Japan Accepts Defeat
At 6:10 p.m. EDT on August 14, 1945, The United States received word of Emperor Hirohito's surrender and declared Victory in Japan or V-J Day.VJ DAY

Towns Struggle to Administer New
Defined Workers Retirement Plan

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – County and local govern-
ments are in the process of understand-
ing how a defined contribution retire-
ment plan (DCRP)for new employees,
as well as elected and appointed offi-
cials, will impact them.

The program affects state and local
officials elected or appointed as of July
1, 2007, and employees in the state’s
Public Employees Retirement System
(PERS) and the New Jersey Teachers’
Pension and Annuity Fund (TPAF) as
of July 1, 2007.

TPAF members are included if their

salaries are in excess of $102,000.
The Westfield school system does

not envision any impact from the new
legislation.

Spokesperson Lorre Korecky said,
“I don’t think it affects us because we
are in different plans,” noting employ-
ees are in 403(b) and 457 Retirement
Plans.

At the municipal level, positions that
are exempt from being forced into the
new defined contribution plan include
the certified health officer, tax assessor,
tax collector, municipal planner, chief
financial officer, registered municipal
clerk, construction code official, li-
censed uniform subcode inspector,
qualified purchasing agent and certi-
fied public works manager.

According to the New Jersey School
Boards Association website, the new
system does not apply to members of
the TPAF, State Police Retirement Sys-
tem, Judicial Retirement System or the
Police and Firemen’s Retirement Sys-
tem.

When asked about state savings pro-
jections given the above exempted
employees and officials, Gloria
Montealegre, deputy press secretary
for Governor Jon Corzine, said the ad-
ministration projects billons of dollars
in savings by 2022.

“The savings [for towns] are pro-
spective. The package of reforms en-
acted by New Jersey in 2007 [pension
and health care combined], inclusive of
the DCRP, will save state and local
governments an estimated $6.2 billion
in the aggregate between now and
2022,” Ms. Montealegre told The
Westfield Leader.

State Senator Nick Scutari (LD-22,
Linden), the original sponsor of the

legislation creating the DCRP, pulled
his name off the bill after amendments
that he opposed were added. He also
disagreed with the state projections,
saying he did not see any “long-term
cost savings.”

He said, “The original bill was a
wonderful bill.” However, according to
the senator, “the savings in the amended
bill are really going to be insignificant.”

Mr. Scutari said the pension bill had
been “pecked away a little piece at a
time” by lobbyists.

He added, “The pension board is still
not up to speed on how to administer
this bill.”

State Treasury Department spokes-
man Tom Vincz said the DCRP and
PERS are “two completely different
systems, so comparisons are very awk-
ward.

“The state makes contributions on
behalf of all employees in the system,
irrespective of how long an individual
employee has been in the system. The
fund is funded by a macro combination
of employee contributions, employer
contributions and pension fund invest-
ment returns,” Mr. Vincz said. “The
amount of cash contributions is deter-
mined annually by the executive branch
and the Legislature, and deliberations
take into account an annual actuarial
assessment of the system.”

The new law, passed by Trenton law-
makers and signed by Governor Corzine
last year, will have no immediate im-
pact on Westfield municipal employ-
ees to date, according to Town Admin-
istrator Jim Gildea.

According to a resolution passed by
the Westfield council on August 5, the
positions of town administrator, engi-
neer, attorney, prosecutor, public de-
fender and municipal judge are eligible
for the DCRP. However, Mr. Gildea
said, the officials who currently hold
those posts, including himself, were in
PERS before July 1, 2007, and thus will
remain in PERS.

Mr. Gildea said only positions ap-
pointed directly by the mayor and town
council are eligible for the DCRP. Mr.
Gildea said no current town employees
would be eligible for the new program.

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil discussed the issue at its meeting
Tuesday night.

Prior to the council’s approval, Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins told the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Garwood Approves $6.8
Million Municipal Budget

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD — The Garwood Bor-
ough Council approved an amended
2008 municipal budget on Tuesday,
which will see the borough spending
roughly $6.8 million in the coming
year.

The new budget will have a tax
impact of $177 per house assessed at
$100,000, which Council President
and Borough Finance Committee
Chairwoman Kathleen Villaggio
called “much better” than the initial
projected tax increase of $518. This
increase does not include the addi-
tional increases in property taxes
from the county and the school dis-
trict.

The size of the increase in the mu-
nicipal portion of the property tax
was dampened by a partial restora-
tion in the borough’s state aid and
controls over increased spending rec-
ommended by the finance commit-
tee. Along with this, the mayor and
council reduced their salaries in June.

“Most departments [budgets] were
reduced in one form or another,” said
Ms. Villaggio. “Maybe not by much,
but most of them were.”

During the workshop portion of
the meeting, Councilman Steve
Napolitano introduced a resolution
“urging that certain Union County
freeholders be elected by district.”
Presently, representatives on the nine-
member board are elected at-large.
Mr. Napolitano said that he would
like to see “at least four of the nine”
freeholders elected by district.

The resolution is similar to a mea-
sure introduced by Councilman An-
thony Sytko during the council’s last
meeting. Mr. Sykto said that he feels
the present system for electing free-
holders results in unequal represen-
tation from larger municipalities such
as Elizabeth and Linden as compared
to smaller communities such as
Garwood.

“It has nothing in my mind to do
with the politics,” said Mr. Sytko. “It

has everything to do with taxes.”
Mr. Sytko said that other towns in

the county have passed similar reso-
lutions. The council will vote on the
resolution at its next meeting.

In other business, the council intro-
duced an ordinance relating to the
state’s new Defined Contribution
Retirement Program. Borough attor-
ney Robert Renaud said the ordi-
nance is necessary to comply with
Chapter 92, a law adopted by the state
legislature last year. Mr. Renaud said
this law moves certain public em-
ployees from Public Employees Re-
tirement System (PERS) into the
Defined Contribution Retirement
System.

The council had previously intro-
duced an ordinance to comply with
the state regulations, but the state had
updated the law since the borough
adopted the ordinance.

“The state made changes to the
policy after we adopted it,” Mayor
Dennis McCarthy said.

The prior ordinance was tabled and
the new ordinance will be voted on at
the council’s next meeting.

During the public portion of the
meeting, resident John Quattrocchi
addressed the council regarding a
number of issues, including the clean-
liness of North Avenue, the timing of
a traffic light on North Avenue and
truck traffic along side streets in the
borough.

Mr. McCarthy said that the council
would reach out to the state regarding
the issues on North Avenue since the
state is responsible for the road. Mr.
McCarthy did note that the borough
has inquired about the timing of the
traffic light in the past.

Garwood Police Captain Leonard
DiStefano said the department does
enforce laws regarding truck traffic
on side streets and that they would be
sure to look into the matter.

The mayor and council will not
meet again in August. The next meet-
ing of the council will be held on
September 9.

Towns Press Congressional Reps.
To Investigate Rising Electric Rates

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

AREA – With electricity costs ris-
ing, local towns are pressing Congress
to ensure appropriate federal supervi-
sion of electric rates.

Just last week, the Westfield town
council passed its version of a League
of Municipalities’ resolution, which
notes, “Local officials have seen the
impact of skyrocketing electricity costs
on local budgets, services and tax rates.”

According to Westfield Town Ad-
ministrator Jim Gildea, one of the rea-
sons Westfield’s total utility costs have
not risen dramatically is because the
town has made strides to utilize more
cost-effective, energy-efficient lighting.

Light bulbs at town offices and on
streetlamps have been replaced by those
with high LEED (Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design) ratings.

The Westfield Memorial Library is
looking into using solar panels; if suc-
cessful, Mr. Gildea said local schools
might take part next.

In terms of passing the resolution,
Mr. Gildea said the town wants to assist
the League of Municipalities and sup-
port more “competitive” electric rates.

According to the Energy Informa-
tion Administration, the official energy
statistics from the U.S. government, in
2006, PSE&G in New Jersey had an
average retail price of $11.65 per
kilowatthour. Year 2006 was the latest
available information.

On average, in 2006, a full-service
electricity provider in New Jersey had
an average residential price of $12.84
per kilowatthour, a 23.9 percent in-
crease over 1990, and a commercial
price of $11.65, a 30.3 percent increase
over 1990.

In 2002, prices had decreased to a
comparable rate seen in 1990 but
steadily climbed afterward.

While the higher price is attributable
to a number of factors, including in-
creased costs for material, labor and
fuel, a “significant additional factor
driving up retail electricity rates,” the
resolution states, is the high price utili-
ties must pay for the power they pur-
chase at wholesale.

In this area, PJM Interconnection,
LLC operates the wholesale market.
The Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
mission (FERC) in Washington, D.C.,
oversees PJM, and the resolution pushes
FERC to investigate the market.

Jon Moran, press agent at the League
of Municipalities, explained that a com-
pany such as PSE&G must bid on power
that is allocated through PJM.

“We are not critical of PSE&G. Our
concern, and the concern of the APPA
(American Public Power Association)
is the fact that one reason prices are
going up is a lack of oversight on the
part of PJM.”

Nick Braden, director of communi-
cations at APPA, located in Washing-
ton, D.C., told The Westfield Leader
that the APPA, a trade association that
represents the interests of publicly
owned electric utilities, believes that
PJM should “get out of the business of
administering these murky markets.”

He said many large operators are
reaping “gigantic” profits and not put-
ting the money into upgrading trans-
mission lines, etc.

Mr. Braden said the APPA goes state-
by-state talking to editorial boards and
attempting to get the word out.

“All we ask of FERC is that prices be
just and reasonable,” he said. Thus far,
FERC has refused to investigate the
market, he said. APPA is now asking
consumers and the government to pres-
sure FERC to act.

He said Westfield’s resolution is a
“microcosm” of what the APPA is try-
ing to do nationwide.

“FERC created these markets and
doesn’t want to admit something is
wrong with one of their creations. They
keep saying it’s the high cost of fuel
[that has led to prices going up].

“We’re saying, ‘that’s not the full
story.’ That’s part of it. You’re not hear-
ing how they’re making a hell of a lot of
money in these markets.”

He said when FERC created this
market, it also “deregulated” electricity
prices, allowing sellers to charge “what-
ever the market would bear” under the
theory that there would be effective
competition to protect customers from
excessive prices, as well as spur needed
investments in new power plants and
transmission lines.

This, according to APPA, has not
occurred.

Elise Caplan of APPA said FERC
has been “derelict” in its duty of regu-
lating the market.

Ms. Caplan also said the goal of the
APPA is making the market more “trans-
parent” to stop the current “shenani-
gans” from taking place.

PJM Interconnection Spokesperson
Ray Dotter emphasized that PJM is
regulated and that “there’s been no
wrong doing or manipulation that’s
been disclosed.”

He said, “Prices are higher because
costs are higher.” He said the biggest
component of higher prices is the cost
of fuel.
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