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Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
203 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, NJ 07090
(908)-232-2073

Asm. Eric  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, NJ 07901
(908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, NJ 07036
(908)-587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076
(908)-668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, NJ 07060
(908)-561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mails
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
asmmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

Westfield Recreation Department
Honors Staff Member

Incorrect Parking Tickets
Pervasive, Troublesome to Fight

Spots Should be Left
Open for Customers

I was parking outside of the Ann Tay-
lor store on Sunday when I noticed that
the Manager/Owner of Mike Subs was
getting into his car that was parked right
outside his store. I was shocked to see that
when he left, one of his employees put an
orange cone in his parking spot so nobody
could park there.

I went into the store to ask the em-
ployee about the spot being saved. The
employee said he was just doing what he
was being told.

You would think as a store owner/
manager that he would want the spot to go
to potential customers instead of saving
for it for himself. Since we all know
parking is tight downtown, I do not think
this is fair to all Westfield residents.

Kari Hoeft
Westfield

Officials With Porn is
Plain Stupid

Assemblyman Neil Cohen resigned
from office under allegations that he used
a state computer to access child pornogra-
phy. Senate President Dick Cody recom-
mended the State spend our money to
install pornography-blocking software on
all legislative computers. This is a prime
example of how the elected officials in
Trenton gather around to “protect them-
selves.” Installing porn-blocking software
only prevents someone in the Legislature
from accessing porn on a state computer;
it does nothing to prevent them from
accessing porn for hours on their home
computer. We should not block porn on
state computers. If an official is dumb
enough to use a state computer to access
child pornography, they deserve to be
thrown out of office – if nothing else for
being just plain stupid.

Thomas J Lienhard
Westfield

Tip of the Iceberg as
Cartoon Suggests

I winced as I read one letter writer’s
recent frolic through the story of horren-
dous child exploitation (The Westfield
Leader, July 31).

As the cartoon on the same page sug-
gests, the reported incident is the tip of an
iceberg that can wreck our children’s
future. Our most precious resource is
being ill-served in depleted public schools.
Their salaries, homes and pensions are
gamed by the market. They will be taxed
beyond imagination to shore up crum-
bling Wall Street.

And they are sent to suffer and die in
unending war. Unfortunately for our chil-
dren, the presidential candidates these
days are more about quick fixes than
vision, acting like Senator Cocaine for
President.

Phil Falcone
Long Branch, NJ

Healthcare Changes Show
Gov. Doesn’t Care About Seniors

Letters to the Editor

In the July 24 edition of The Westfield
Leader there were two great pictures:
One was of a new playground located in
Tamaques Park and the other of a beauti-
ful statue placed in the front of that play-
ground to honor Megan Beck. The cap-
tions below the pictures did not do them
justice, as there is more to the story than
just a dedication ceremony.

Megan was a dedicated and integral
part of the Westfield Recreation
Department’s playground program staff
for four years. At the close of the 2004
season Megan was diagnosed with cancer
and passed away in January 2005. Be-
cause the playground program held a spe-
cial place in Meg’s heart, it was decided
to upgrade the playground equipment in
Tamaques Park in her memory.

Money to fund the project was raised
through coin wars at the playgrounds, a

charity football game between counse-
lors and countless donations from very
generous individuals. A dedication cer-
emony was held on July 17 in Tamaques
Park. The picture featured in The Leader
depicted the entire 2008 playground staff
on the playground.

It is both the hope of the Recreation
Department and Megan’s family that when
children enjoy the use of the new play-
ground that it gives them the kind of
happiness that Megan gave everyone she
knew. While Megan is missed immensely,
her voice can be heard in the laughter of
children, and is a constant reminder of
what an amazing person that she was.

On behalf of the Recreation Depart-
ment, many thanks go out to all who were
involved in this important project.

Kerri Anness
Westfield

The Westfield police are turning shop-
pers and diners away from Westfield. On
a regular basis, tickets are given when
there is no violation. The parking depart-
ment at the police department knows this
and offers five days to reverse the ticket
if the motorist has the time to get back to
Westfield during the parking window
office hours.

People come to dine or shop during a
limited lunch break and find they have to
be late for work, not finish the shopping
they set out to do, or make an unwelcome
trip back to Westfield to take care of
police errors. For this reason many people
choose not to come to Westfield; they
choose to take their business to more
citizen-friendly towns.

One of the techniques the police de-
partment uses to “get” people is ticketing
the vehicle as the patron is putting the
money in the meter. As the patron walks
away into town, the meter maid places
the ticket on the vehicle. My office man-
ager and I, separately, were victims of
this sting within two months of each
other. We have kept the receipts. One was
paid from 12:13 to 2:13 p.m. and was
ticketed at 12:14 p.m.; the other one was
paid from 12:25 to 12:55 p.m. and was
ticketed at 12:25 p.m. My manager and I
both returned to our vehicles before the
termination of the time. The officer in
both cases had ID Number 3079.

The other type of over-policing is tick-
eting a vehicle that is forced to park over
a line because the other vehicles along the
curb are parking over a line. Even though
this is improper, if the cars line up with
the meters and there is one car per meter
and the meters are paid, there should be
no ticketing.

Until today, my staff members had
decided not to go to Westfield any more
for their lunches because of these ticket-
ing scams. Today they had a hankering to
eat at Theresa’s. A car pulled out of a spot

on Elm, my staff members parallel parked
into the spot between two cars that were
positioned in a way that forced their car
over the line but in front of a meter: they
simply replaced the car that pulled out.
They paid the meter, got back before the
meter time ended, but they received a
ticket for “illegal parking.” My staff lives
45 minutes to one hour away and does not
have time to fight these unnecessary tick-
ets.

My staff will never eat or shop in
Westfield again.

If others have been ticketed while they
still had money in the meter and have
copies of their tickets and their meter
stubs, please fax them and your story to
my office at (908) 322-2114 and let’s see
how pervasive this problem is!

Trudy Burke
Scotch Plains

You recently had an article in your
newspaper “State Making Changes in
PAAD, Senior Gold Benefits,” 7/10/08. I
am one of the seniors that will have to lose
the Senior Gold coverage because I do not
wish to be forced into going into a Plan D
Medicare prescription coverage.

I cannot believe they are doing this to
seniors! While raises and health benefits
are given to both teachers and state work-
ers, very helpful programs for seniors are
being taken away. Also, seniors were
given less than four weeks to make the
change.

I elected not to go into Medicare Plan
D the first year because I felt I would not
save that much money. When the second
year came around I saw many seniors
running around because they had to find
new plans – providers were dropping out
of the plan in this area. We are now down
to two companies offering plans in this
area – Cigna and United Healthcare. They

have two plans each. They have gaps
starting at about $2,500 in one plan while
I have $3,000 in my private plan.

I keep hearing that Medicare is in
trouble. With providers becoming less
and less, I do not want to change. If I
cancel the coverage I have for prescrip-
tions, I will not be able to go back if I had
to in the future. I have large prescription
costs and Senior Gold helped me last year
when I really needed help. I hit Senior
Gold’s $2,000 mark around January and
I had much lower costs for my prescrip-
tions for a few months. Now that will be
gone.

The governor couldn’t even make it
effective January 1 when you should be
enrolling in Plan D if you wish. The
whole situation is a mess, but then, the
governor doesn’t give much care for the
seniors. What will they take from us next?

Barbara Edwards
Scotch Plains

Taxpayers Pay for Questionable
Hospital Closings in New Jersey

Thanks for your coverage of
Muhlenberg. The only entities who ben-
efit from the closing of a hospital are the
large corporations that close them. Gov.
Jon Corzine must be pleased that his
friends at the top of the economic food
chain benefit so handsomely.

Catholic Health East of Pa. will receive
$252 million in low cost bonds issued by
the state as it takes over St. Michel’s in
Newark, and the issuer may well be
Corzine’s alma mater, Goldman Sachs.
(Goldman Sachs is listed as a possible
issuer in the NJ Hospitals and Facilities
Authority bulletin).

For the first six years, we taxpayers
will shell out $8.8 million per year, then
theoretically the company will take over
payments, although we remain on the
hook for the duration. Solaris Health Sys-
tems, who declared Muhlenberg Regional
Medical Center insolvent and convinced
Corzine and his Health Commissioner,
Heather Howard, to close this essential
urban hospital, will benefit greatly from
the closing. At first, Solaris applied for
$70 million to close Muhlenberg. Now
the number has magically increased to
$160 million — an astonishing figure that

could be used to maintain the hospital for
another ten years!

We taxpayers have a right to see just
what the $160 million is intended to do.
Instead, Solaris is trying to cash in at the
expense of state taxpayers and at the same
time selling off as much of the property as
possible. (It is valued at over 90 million.)
Solaris must be drooling in wait of the day
when they can shut down all operations in
Plainfield and cash in to support bloated
executive salaries.

CEO John McGee makes $652,000 on
the books and who knows how much
from his other business dealings partnering
with local politicians.  Corzine should be
held accountable for these amoral she-
nanigans that end up endangering people
by depriving them of healthcare.

 Not surprisingly, most of them are
located in poor urban areas with large
minority populations.

We pray for the day when Corzine
holds no public office and Solaris is out of
the healthcare business — and for the day
when healthcare is seen as a human right
rather than a source of profit for the few.

Revs. James and Sarah Colvin
United Church of Christ, Plainfield

Master Gardeners Thank Those
Who Help Feed the Hungry

The Rutgers Master Gardeners of Union
County wish to thank Jacobson’s Appli-
ances in Elizabeth for their generous do-
nation of a floor model refrigerator. This
refrigerator is used for storage of fresh
produce grown and harvested from the
Master Gardener “Sharing” Garden, our
flagship project at Watchung Reserva-
tion.

Since it “sprouted” in 2002, the “Shar-
ing” Garden has provided 7,600 pounds
of vegetables to low-income families and
individuals throughout Union County, in-
cluding 1,867 pounds donated to over 20
local food pantries, soup kitchens and
churches in 2007.

New Jersey Master Gardeners are
trained volunteers who assist Rutgers New
Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station

(NJAES) Cooperative Extension in its
mission to deliver horticulture programs
and information to the general public.
Anyone with an interest in gardening and
a commitment to volunteer service can
become a Master Gardener. No previous
education or training in horticulture is
required.

Union County Master Gardeners are
celebrating 20 years of volunteer com-
munity service in 2008. For more infor-
mation about the Master Gardener pro-
gram, please contact Lynne Orlofsky at
the Rutgers Cooperative Extension office
located in Westfield at 908-654-9854 or
the web at mastergardeners-uc.org.

Joanne Krueger, Scotch Plains
UC Master Gardener Beth Israel Thanks

Businesses For Assisting
Hospitality Network

For the third summer in a row, Congre-
gation Beth Israel in Scotch Plains served
as a host site for the Homefirst (formerly
Interfaith Council for the Homeless of
Union County) Hospitality Network.

Churches and synagogues in Union
County that participate in the Network
rotate hosting duties throughout the year
to provide shelter for temporarily home-
less Homefirst clients until the guests are
able to secure housing of their own. From
July 6-20 Beth Israel housed 14 people,
including some children ages 4-19.

Synagogue members served as after-
noon and weekend greeters; prepared and
served dinner; slept over at the syna-
gogue; assisted guests with laundry; set
up cots and lounge areas; and arranged
outings to a local pool, among other tasks.

Many synagogue members contributed
funds to sponsor meals and defray the
cost of the project, underwritten by the
synagogue’s Sisterhood organization.
Also, local businesses generously donated
food each week. We wish to publicly
thank those businesses, including Deli
King of Clark and the Fusion Café located
at the Jewish Community Center (JCC) in
Scotch Plains. ShopRite provided a help-
ful discount on groceries.

Other businesses provided generous
donations that helped Beth Israel im-
mensely. NeedlePoint Homes in
Westfield, Gregg Rood of Padgett Busi-
ness Services and Parker Greenhouses
generously donated trucks and manpower
to help move items to and from the syna-
gogue. Mr. Rood also donated annual
storage space. Marc and Diana Cooper
donated laundry services for which our
guests and we were very grateful and the
JCC of Central New Jersey provided
shower facilities.

Congregation Beth Israel is also grate-
ful to its many volunteers from Temple
Sholom in Fanwood and Willow Grove
Church in Scotch Plains.

In these difficult economic times,
hardworking families often find it diffi-
cult to make ends meet and need tempo-
rary housing assistance to get back on
their feet. Host congregations are always
needed. Churches or synagogues inter-
ested in joining the Interfaith Hospitality
Network should contact HomeFirst in
Plainfield.

Laurie Woog
Westfield, Coordinator

Congregation Beth Israel

Non-Competitive District Funds
Finance the Party Faithful

Money continues to flow into campaign coffers in
this year’s Congressional election. While money is a
big factor in the handful of competitive races, those
who are running unopposed or facing only token
challenges continue to raise hundreds of thousands,
or millions of dollars. This money is divvied up and
sent to the coffers of candidates in more “competi-
tive” races as decided by party leaders.

New Jersey’s senior member of Congress, Donald
Payne (D-Essex), has some $552,000 already raised
for his re-election bid although he faces no opposi-
tion. Likewise, Rep. William Pascrell (D-8) has
raised $1.1 million although he faces little competi-
tion in his heavily Democratic district. Rep. Albio
Sires (D-13), who took Senator Robert Menendez’
seat in Congress, has $824,000 in his campaign war
chest in his heavily Democratic Hudson County
district.

By comparison, on the Republican side, Rep.
Rodney Frelinghuysen (R-11) has $750,000 in cam-
paign cash in his Morris County GOP district, while
Rep. Frank LoBiondo (R-2) has $925,000 after
cruising to a 30-percentage point victory two years
ago.

A look at this year’s 7th Congressional District
race shows Assemblywoman Linda Stender receiv-
ing funds from Reps. Payne and Sires. U.S. Rep.
Charles Rangel (D-N.Y.), who won with 94 percent
of the vote in 2006 and has $4.1 million in campaign
donations this year, also contributed to Mrs. Stender’s
campaign, as did Rep. Mike Honda (D-Calif.), who
has collected $790,000 in donations. Mr. Honda’s
opposition from the Green Party and GOP had zero
dollars raised as of June 30. Mr. Honda won re-
election with 72 percent of the vote in 2006.

Republican Senator Leonard Lance, Mrs. Stender’s

opponent, has donations from Mr. LoBiondo, as well
as a number of Republicans in “safe” districts. Rep.
Mike Ferguson (R-7), who is not seeking re-elec-
tion, raised money in 2006 from Reps. Kay Granger
(R-Tex.), Pete Hoekstra (R-Mich.) and John Kingston
(R-Ga.). They each won re-election in 2006 with
majorities of 66 percent or greater. Ms. Granger and
Mr. Kingston each raised more than $1.1 million that
year, while Mr. Hoekstra had $720,000.

Mr. Ferguson and Mrs. Stender spent $5 million
between the two of them in 2006. Mr. Lance and Mrs.
Stender had raised a combined $2 million as of June
30, with Mrs. Stender holding a significant financial
edge at this point.

Campaign finance reforms are needed to stop
money from pouring into unrelated campaign cof-
fers from those running in other non-competitive
races. This practice interferes with people in a dis-
trict being able to legitimately elect their representa-
tives. Wheeling of these funds must be stopped.

Also, with only a handful of the 435 Congressional
districts listed as competitive, it is obvious the Con-
gressional boundaries need to be changed to create
closer election races. Gerrymandering must be re-
versed. Congressional District boundaries will be
revised in 2012 and New Jersey legislative district
boundaries will be revised in 2011 to reflect 2010
U.S. Census population numbers. In the past, gerry-
mandering was done to protect veteran lawmakers as
opposed to creating competitive races. It’s time for
election districts to be drawn to reflect the interests
and demographics of the people, not the interests of
the political parties.

We are faced with a system that benefits the “well
connected” and not the voters. Sadly, we have to
depend on Congress to fix this problem.

Rotter Joins Long List of Local
Leaders Who Rose, Made Good

It’s always nice when someone local makes good.
In recent years, a number of men and women from our
area have indeed made good and served the public
well. The most recent example is Kenneth Rotter who
was just named acting executive director of the New
Jersey Turnpike Authority (NJPA) on July 22.

He has been a resident of Westfield since 1995 and
active in town. He is the chairman of the Westfield
Democratic Committee, serving since 2000. In our
dealings with him, Mr. Rotter has been nothing but
honorable. We wish him the best in his important,
new position with the NJPA.

We also wish Westfield resident Michael Lapolla
good luck as he leaves heading the Turnpike to
assume his new position in private industry.

Whether elected or appointed, it’s character that’s
so important and needed in today’s leaders. We
believe those of this region, imparted by the good
citizens, carry with them this essential quality.

The citizens of this region can also help by encour-
aging and demanding this character trait from those
of the surrounding regions. Setting an example can
be contagious for others not yet exposed to such
expectations.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Ptarmic – Causing to sneeze
2. Dawpate – A simpleton; a fool
3. Tellural – Pertaining to the earth
4. Gobbet – A chunk of raw flesh

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

BURKING
1. Murdering persons in order to sell

their bodies for dissection
2. Pointing out with the finger
3. Causing extreme fear, trembling or

quivering
4. Causing a person or persons to get

enraged; a taunting
SIMAGRE

1. Stern; rigid
2. A grimace
3. A grouchy old man; curmudgeon
4. An early stage or beginning

BUCCAL
1. Full of life; very lively
2. Living the life of a hermit
3. Petaining to the cheek or mouth
4. Desolate; barren

BLOTTO
1. Widespread epidemic of catastrophic

proportions
2. Very pale or faded
3. Mixed or jumbled
4. Very drunk; unconscious because of

drinking too much


