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Where Imagination Leads to Discovery
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING / SUMMER SESSIONS FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

Book Sale Serves As Primary
Fundraiser for WF Library

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Friends of the
Library (FOL)-sponsored book sale, held
annually at Westfield Memorial Library
(WML), is one of the library’s largest
fundraisers.

This year’s sale, held from April 16 to
19, did not disappoint.

Thousands upon thousands of used
books were stacked on shelves, piled on
tables and stuffed into boxes as they
awaited new owners and a second chance
to bring joy to a reader.

“We had an infi-
nite amount of books
this year, thanks to
the generous out-
pouring of WML pa-
trons and Westfield
residents,” said
Linnea Rhodes, co-
chair of FOL.

Book Sale Chair-
person Margaret
Han agreed.

“The book sale is
more than a
fundraiser,” she said. “It is a community
service that brings together people of all
ages and all walks of life from every-
where,” she said.

She continued, “It was a privilege to
serve as this year’s chair…The enthusi-
asm surrounding the book sale is conta-
gious.”

Most books sold for around $1.50
each – a bargain that attracted buyers in
search of many types of books.

It was South Plainfield resident Adam
Smith’s first visit to WML’s book sale.

Looking specifically for books about
art, Mr. Smith found many that would
have cost him over $20 each, had he
purchased them new.

“I found everything I was looking for,”
he said.

His friend, Krysta Judith from Edison,
who faithfully attends the WML sale
each year, accompanied him at the WML
book sale.

Ms. Judith, a senior at Middlesex
County College, filled a box with an
eclectic mix of books ranging from nov-
els to biography to travel books for an
upcoming trip to Italy.

Friday’s featured special of “Half Price
Day” and Saturday’s “$3 for a Bag Day”
brought out even more book lovers.

More than 20 people were on line
before the doors opened at 9:30 a.m. on
Saturday morning.

Traditionally, the FOL book sale brings
in more than $15,000, according to Mrs.
Rhodes.

“Eventually, all
the money from the
book sale is passed
back to the library in
one way or another,”
she said, adding that
because book sale
funds are invested
carefully, the FOL is
able to “say ‘yes’ to
just about anything
the library asks.”

Some of the
money raised by the

book sale goes to various programs for
patrons of all ages.

One of the FOL’s newest initiatives,
WML’s “Museum Pass” Program, al-
lows patrons to “check out” admittance
tickets to multiple New York and New
Jersey museums free of charge.

Mrs. Rhodes said she feels the FOL
owes the success of the book sale to many
people, including library staff members,
who allowed the FOL to store cartons of
books in their lounge, the more than 150
volunteers, who set up and dismantled
the book sale and sold books, those who
donated books, and those who purchased
them.

Ms. Han, who will serve as chair again
next year, encouraged anyone who would
like to volunteer at the 2009 book sale to
join the FOL.

Those interested can stop by WML or
look up the FOL on WML’s website,
wmlnj.org.

Westfield Symphony
Presents Concert

WESTFIELD — Last Saturday,
the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra (WSO) presented a family con-
cert, “Beauty and the Beasts,” at
the Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

The orchestra performed Sergei
Prokofiev’s Beauty and the Beast,
Richard Strauss’ Duet Concertino
and Ludwig van Beethoven’s
Symphony No. 3.

~ Photos by David Samsky

SP Store Participates
In Free Comic Book Day

SCOTCH PLAINS – On May 3,
Free Comic Book Day will bring
millions of new comic books to the
hands of readers of all ages at partici-
pating stores in the United States and
more than other 30 countries.

Little Shop of Comics, located at
356 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains,
will participate.

Joe Field, president of Comics PRO,
is the founder of Free Comic Book
Day.

“Free Comic Book Day is like a
holiday for an original American art-
form,” he said. “Comics can enter-
tain, inspire and teach, and comics
are the basis of Hollywood block-
busters, while also a great medium
for telling smaller, more intimate sto-
ries. This truly is a Golden Age for
comic books and graphic novels.”

For more information, call (908)
322-9402 or visit
freecomicbookday.com.

SAI Lauds Two
Calderone Students

AREA – Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI),
the professional Women’s Music
Fraternity, awarded scholarships to
Calderone School of Music (CSM)
students.

SAI lauded Sara Gordon, a piano
student of Professor Marina Chiladze
and a voice student of Professor
Nataliya Kolmykova, and Caroline
Bonamico, a voice and piano student
of Professor Tatyana Sheyn.

The students were required to be
enrolled in the College Prep Division,
participate in the CSM annual exams,
have high grades in music, be
exceptionally talented and plan to
pursue further studies toward a career
in music.

The Calderone School of Music is
a New Jersey State Registered Pro-
fessional School, established in 1975.
The school offers Kindermusik from
birth to age 7, private music lessons
on all instruments and voice, and
college prep and professional devel-
opment divisions.

For more information contact pro-
fessor Kathleen Calderone at (973)
428-0405 or (973) 467-4688, or log
on to calderoneschoolofmusic.com.

WSO Season Closes With
Britten’s War Requiem

WESTFIELD – On Saturday, May
3, at 8 p.m., at the Westfield Presbyte-
rian Church, the Westfield Symphony
Orchestra (WSO) will present Ben-
jamin Britten’s War Requiem in the
WSO season finale “Lest We Forget –
A Tribute to the Greatest Generation.”

Maestro David Wroe will lead or-
chestra and choruses in a performance
of Britten’s War Requiem, the first in
New Jersey for more than 15 years,
and the first ever in Union County.

Its technical difficulty and grand scale
has deterred all but the most profes-
sional and committed performing arts
organizations; yet, its noble message of
abhorrence of destruction, and ultimate
reconciliation could not be more ap-
propriate than at this moment in time.

A monumental work both in mes-
sage and size – with soloists, chorus,
children’s chorus, orchestra and cham-
ber orchestra – the WSO’s perfor-
mance will unite the talents of New
York City Opera’s Margaret Cusak,
tenor Scott Murphree and baritone
Peter Castaldi.

The performance will also feature
Princeton Pro Musica and choruses
from Edison and Roosevelt Interme-
diate Schools.

Ms. Cusack has sung as a leading
soprano in many roles at the New York
City Opera.

Mr. Murphree was tenor soloist in
Messiah with Princeton Pro Musica
this past December.

Mr. Castaldi’s concert engagements
have included more than a dozen ap-
pearances in Carnegie Hall in music
ranging from Beethoven’s Ninth Sym-
phony to Vaughan Williams’ Dona
Nobis Pacem.

The chorus will comprise 90 voices
from Princeton Pro Musica under Di-
rector Frances Fowler Slade.

A treble choir also has an important
role in the music. Britten specified that
the treble choir should be “at a dis-
tance”; so, the choruses from Edison
and Roosevelt Intermediate schools,
under the direction of Kris Smith
Morasso, will sing from the back of
the sanctuary.

Britten was commissioned to write
the War Requiem for the consecration
of St. Michael’s Cathedral in Coven-
try, England.

During the Battle of Britain in World
War II, the cathedral and much of
Coventry were destroyed in one night
of German air raids. Britten’s War
Requiem is angry and unsettling but

also has passages of great tenderness
and lyricism.

Britten, a conscientious objector dur-
ing World War II, combined the tradi-
tional words of the Requiem Mass
with the shattering and bitter poetry of
Wilfred Owen. Mr. Owen, a soldier
who was killed one week before the
Armistice of World War I, wrote, “My
subject is war and the pity of war. The
poetry is in the pity. All a poet can do
today is warn.” Britten inscribed these
words under the title of his music.

Attendees can experience the 1961
masterwork, undeniably one the artis-
tic highlights of Westfield’s year and a
fitting close to the WSO season.

Tickets, ranging from $25 to $65,
may be purchased directly from the
WSO office (224 East Broad Street) or
by calling the box office at (908) 232-
9400.

Tickets are also available at the Town
Bookstore in Westfield and Martin
Jewelers in Cranford.

For further information, e-mail
wso@westfieldsymphony.org, call
(908) 232-9400 or go to
westfieldsymphony.org.

By VICTORIA McCABE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s easy to be suspicious of Kate
Voegele, so let’s get it all out there.

First of all, she’s currently filling the
real-life-musician-as-fictional-musician
role on “One Tree Hill,” guesting as Mia,
a once-timid singer/songwriter stuck
playing bass behind an obnoxious
frontman, who, incidentally, is played
by K-Fed. As one of the three people
who watch the tremendously, wonder-
fully horrible show, I know this.

Second, she was the first musician to
sign with MySpace.com’s imprint on
Interscope Records.

But like Tyler Hilton before her,
Kate’s music is good enough to with-
stand any stain that might come from
guest starring on a show like “One Tree
Hill.” As for MySpace, well, way be-
fore she joined forces with the net-
working site that’s now poised to launch
a full music streaming/downloading
service, Kate wowed audiences at
SXSW (that’s South by Southwest)
and New York’s famous career-launch-
ing-pad Bitter End. And really, does it
matter what label gets someone’s mu-
sic out into the world?

Okay, now that that’s out of the way,
let us move on and talk about her killer
debut album, “Don’t Look Away.”

From start to finish, it’s solid. Unlike
most front-loaded pop records, Kate’s
album offers late-inning songs that could
kick-start anyone’s best effort.

Even though her path to name recog-
nition (we won’t say “path to success,”
because she was writing great songs
before anyone plucked her into pop
culture) runs through places like Tree
Hill, Kate’s brand of guitar-driven pop
rock is closer in spirit to Sheryl Crow
than to Kelly Clarkson. While Kate
does deliver edgy radio-ready cuts like
Clarkson, she’s pulling her own strings
– she takes at least co-writing credits on
every song, and like Crow, she infuses
her songs with a believability that only
the sincerest of singers can bring.

She comes out of the gate swinging –
album opener “Chicago” is one of the
record’s best songs, its lyrical declara-
tions of empowerment complementing
attention-grabbing hooks.

“Might Have Been” is about stepping
up and seizing the moment – “I’m not

the type who gets voted most likely to be
victimized by those old butterflies, but
you’re the exception.” Elsewhere, “Top
of the World” cleverly inverts standard
love-song connotations with a disillu-
sioned take – “you say that love’s tough,
are you sure? Ain’t it just a piece of cake
to make me look like a fool?”

She boldly titles one cut “One Way or
Another,” and while the song won’t make
anyone forget about Blondie, Kate’s own
interpretation is memorable in its own
right. She unleashes her most assertive
vocal force here; “you say that love is
blind, but I say open up your eyes,” she
tells a clueless guy about to fall for a
manipulative girl’s trap.

It’s her vocal depth that makes her
memorable. Kate’s voice is the most
emotive set of pipes since Shakira
(and that’s Shakira en Español, back
in the day, at her most rock…no mat-
ter how catchy “Hips Don’t Lie” may
be, the girl doesn’t flex her voice like
she used to). It’s not just that Kate is
gritty – it’s that every vocal
callisthenic channels emotional lev-
els most pop singers never reach.

Infectious melodies, rock
instrumentals and earnest lyrics drive
the whole album, most notably on cuts
like “No Good” and “I Won’t Dis-
agree.” “Devil In Me” earns more
Shakira parallels – Kate lays down her
vocals with a focused rhythmic drive
that would make the Columbian rocker
(pre-“Hips,” of course) proud.

Songs like “It’s Only Life” admit-
tedly cross the cheesiness line. It’s
easy to see a primetime-drama pro-
ducer sweating over the video mon-
tages that could accompany lyrics
like “don’t be so afraid of facing
every day, just take your time, it’s
only life.” Well, no one’s perfect.

But don’t hold those imperfections
against her. There’s real power here,
and raw talent doesn’t come around
too often.

Kate plays an opening spot on a bill
featuring Stephen Kellogg and the
Sixers and Hanson (okay, okay, there’s
the other reason to be suspicious) at
Starland Ballroom in Sayerville on
Tuesday. Check it out if you’ve got a
free evening. You’d be foolish to look
away just because of her pop-culture
connections.
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