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MOSKOWITZ FIRES 3-HITTER, MATTHEW RIPS SINGLE

Lady Cougar Softballers Nip
Blue Devils in, 1-0, Thriller

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A bases-loaded walk to second
baseman Kelli Bruno in the sixth in-
ning steered the 10-0 Cougars in the
right direction to a 1-0 victory over
the Westfield High School softball
team in the first game of the Cranford
Tournament on April 19. Cougar
pitcher Kelly Hardman, who hurled a
three-hit shutout and walked two,
chilled the 6-2 Blue Devils with five
strikeouts.

A strong pitching performance
from junior Alyson Moskowitz, who
surrendered three hits, struck out five
and walked seven, came un-rewarded,
as the Blue Devil bats continuously
struck towards the awaiting gloves of
Cougar defenders.

“We got a very good outing from
Moskowitz. She came in and she kept
them off-balance, however, a little
inconsistent in terms of throwing
strikes,” said Westfield Head Coach
Tara Pignoli.

Hardman fanned three of the four
batters in the top of the first, while
Moskowitz issued three walks in the
bottom of the inning. Third baseman
Cyndil Matthew, however, responded
with a superb play at third.

Cougar Julie Addona worked a one-
out walk in the second inning but
junior catcher Katie Kiefer fired a
bullet to shortstop Sara Connery, who
nailed Addona attempting to steal.
Moskowitz then retired the next bat-
ter. In the third, Bruno punched a
single into short leftfield and Deanne
Russamanno reached first on an in-
field bobble. Second baseman Ariel
Gale made a spectacular sliding dirt-

filled grab and Alex Pecora made a
great running catch in right field.

Matthew led off the sixth inning
with a sharp single to center. Pecora
legged out what appeared to be a
single but was ruled out on a very
close call. Next, Erin Scialabba ad-
vanced Matthew to third but Bruno,
covering second, later responded with
a slick play to retire the side.

The bottom of the sixth began with
a bunt single by Hardman. Jenn Handy
bopped an infield single and Jenny
Drechel walked to load the pods with
Cougars. Hardman then danced home
on a walk issued to Bruno. After that,
Matthew made a marvelous stop on
Russamanno’s sharp liner and stepped
on third for a double play.

“Matthew made a huge difference
on third base and made some saving
plays in a couple of really tight spots
and Alex Pecora made a beautiful
catch in right,” said coach Pignoli.

Hardman silenced the Blue Devil
bats in the seventh.

“Alyson did throw a lot of strikes
although she felt she’s having trouble
getting the strike on the outside cor-
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and the SP-F Times

April 22, 1998: In a thriller which
exhibited a fine pitching duel, crafty
base running, timely hits, crucial sui-
cide squeeze plays, miraculous
catches and a towering home run, the
Raiders pulled out an eight-inning 4-
3 victory over the Blue Devils. In the
third inning, with Joe Franzone on
third and Dave Gewirtz on first, Raider
catcher Jim Buccola stepped to the
plate and launched a towering home
run over the left-center field fence. In
the fifth, Raider Dave Herrmann
launched a rocket toward the center
field fence, but Phil Orsini, in full
stride, made an over-the-head “Willie
Mays” catch. In the eighth, Herrmann
laid down a suicide squeeze bunt as
Tony Melendez flew down the third
base line and slid safely into home for
the winning run.

April 17, 1999: The Raider boys
won four events and the girls won two
at the Blue Devil Classic at Gary
Kehler Stadium. Raiders Blair Wood-
ward and Nathan Jones set a new
meet record in the team long jump
event by totaling 42’6.25”. The Raider
boys also won the shot put, the high
jump and the javelin. The Westfield
girls won the team long jump and the
3,200-meter relay. The Raider girls
won the 4x400 meter relay and the
sprint medley relay.

April 19, 2004: Blue Devil sopho-

more Jimmy Arbes nipped Blue Devil
junior Ryan Shallcross on the first
playoff hole to capture the individual
title of the 12-hole Blue Devil Invita-
tional golf tournament at Echo Lake
Country Club. Arbes and Shallcross
each finished with a one-over-par 48
and proceeded to the first playoff
hole, the par-4, 425-yard ninth where
each began play from 200 yards from
the pin. Arbes approached with a five
iron and two putted, while Shallcross
ripped a four iron over the green and
out of contention. Representing No.
9 St. Joseph’s of Montvale, Andrew
Giuliani, the son of former New York
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, finished
third with a two-over-par 49.

April 24, 2000: The eighth-ranked
Blue Devil boys lacrosse team dam-
aged St. Joseph’s of Metuchen, 17-1,
in Metuchen. Inflicting most of the
pain was Sean Joffe, who punched in
five goals and added an assist. Alex
Lau had three goals and an assist and
Chris Dodge had two goals and an
assist.

Raider Diamond Boys Rattle
Farmer Baseball Boys, 5-2
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there, but that was a big momentum
swing for us in our favor,” said coach
Baylock.

“I kind of got into a jamb. I was
trying to get ground balls and I did.
Maroney made a great play at first
and that pumped me up a little,” added
Binkiewicz.

The Raiders took a 1-0 lead in the
fourth. Dinizo pulled the trigger with
a double to right and scored on
Maroney’s single. In the top of the
sixth, the Raiders took a 3-0 lead.
Dinizo drew a four-pitch walk.
Maroney jumped on the first pitch
with an RBI triple into deep center

and Maxwell sliced an RBI single to
right. In the seventh inning, Marcus
Rivera singled and scored on Dinizo’s
double and Maxwell added an RBI
single to push the lead to 5-0.

“Our middle lineup has been com-
ing up big all year, three-four-five
batters. This pitcher was not bringing
it today, so we jumped on him and got
a couple of runs when we needed it,”
said Dinizo.

The 4-3 Farmers pressured
Binkiewicz one more time in the sev-
enth when Serrano beat out a scrib-
bler and Mattucci reached safely on
an infield throwing miscue. Serrano
later crossed the plate on an over-
throw. The Raider defense recovered
when second baseman Nick Bonadies
made a major league stop and Ridge
shut the barn with a finely timed grab
at short.

“We got some guys on base and
basically I just tried to get ground
balls, get out because we were up by
a couple of runs and that’s what hap-
pened,” explained Binkiewicz, who
added, “I tried to hit my spots be-
cause the fast ball was not working
too great, but I had a good changeup,
my curve ball was working well. My
change-up is great against guys, who
I see in front of the ball.”

“We used his off-speed, his change-
up and his curve ball. They were
working real well and counted big,”
said Dinizo. “We had couple of er-
rors. That’ll kill you! But we made
some big plays when needed. Every-
one did his job. Overall it was good.”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 000 102 2 5
Union 000 000 2 2

Softball Raiders Burn
Lady Minutemen, 18-16

The 6-4 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School softball team played
home-run derby to score eight runs in
the bottom of the seventh inning to
burn Elizabeth, 18-16, in Scotch
Plains on April 21. Saxony Nielsen
hammered a grand slam homer,
Stephanie Goines walloped a two-
run homer and Rachel Parker ended it
all with a two-run walk-off home run
in the seventh. Kelly Cianciotta and
Kathryn Dinizo each launched solo
blasts.

Minutemen Defeat
Baseball Raiders, 8-5
The 7-2 Elizabeth High School

baseball team scored four runs in
the fourth inning and held on to
defeat 6-4 Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
8-5, in Elizabeth on April 21. Joe
D’Annunzio tripled, singled and
scored a run for the Raiders. Alvin
Valerio smacked a homer in the
fourth for the Minutemen.

Blue Devil Nine Rips
Linden Tigers, 12-2
Senior pitcher Ryan Scanlon

fanned four, walked one and scat-
tered six hit as the 6-3 Westfield
High School baseball team ripped
6-4 Linden, 12-2, in Linden on
April 21. Mike Melillo blasted a
home run and drove in four runs,
while Mike Cappiello and Justin
Olsen contributed two RBI each.

Lady Blue Devils Top
Softball Tigers, 9-2
Erin Scialabba had four RBI to

lead the hosting 8-2 Westfield High
School softball team to a 9-2 vic-
tory over 5-4 Linden on April 21.
Cyndil Matthew and Katie Esler
had two RBI each. CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
ALL ALONE…Blue Devil Alex Tarlow
had no one to challenge him in the
anchor leg of the 4x800.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINE PLAY AT SECOND…Blue Devil senior second baseman Ariel Gale comes up with the ball in time after making a
sliding snag of a liner in the third inning.

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

Put Our Neighborhood Knowledge To Work For You.

WESTFIELD NEW CONSTRUCTION $1,569,000
This Center Hall Colonial will combine an old world classic exterior with an amazing custom
interior. Boasting 4 bedrooms, 4.1 baths, 2 story foyer, formal living & dining rooms, large
center island kitchen with top of the line appliances & granite tops looks over a breakfast nook,
wet bar, and a spectacular family room w/custom mahogany inlays & wood burning fireplace
w/marble & imported mantel. A 1600 SF finished basement will host a full bath, closets, dry
bar & bedroom/exercise room. The 2nd fl. accompanies 4 bedrooms, 3 full baths, laundry
room & walk up attic. The master suite will include his/her walk in closets, fireplace & a spa
like retreat w/Jacuzzi tub & more! Call 908-591-6283 for more details.  MLS # 2488244

WESTFIELD THE PINNACLE IN NEW CONSTRUCTION $2,975,000

MOUNTAINSIDE HAMPTON’S STYLE COLONIAL $1,399,900SCOTCH PLAINS OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/27  1-5PM $489,900

A rare opportunity to own a distinctive custom Colonial. A beautifully landscaped 1/2 acre
property will host this 6,000 SF gem. Exquisite unparalleled design, luxurious amenities & an
enchanting setting combine to deliver an unsurpassed level of excellence. This prestigious 19
room Classic includes a Grande master suite with fireplace, sitting room, his & her walk-in
closets, spa like bath & steam shower with seat & body sprays. 5 additional large bedrooms, 6
full & 2 half baths and 2 solid oak staircases add convenience to luxury. Formal living room
with wet bar, dining room, library w/fireplace, family room w/ fireplace will all be appointed
with custom inlays in the hardwood floors & complemented with custom designed ceilings.
An oversized designer kitchen with french doors to a magnificent terrace will also include
granite tops, pantry, and a butlers pantry adjoining itself to an elegant dining room. A finished
basement will complete this classic with over 2,750 SF.  MLS # 2324649

Want A Low Monthly Payment?  Meet with a local Gold Services Manager or call 800-788-7338. 

WESTFIELD OFFICE 185 ELM STREET /  WESTF IELD,  NJ  07090 /  908-654-7777

weichert.com

Henry West built 3 bedroom 2.5 baths split with beautiful, large yard on lovely street near
elementary school and park. Hardwood Floors, Central Air, newer roof. Recent updates
include roof and gutters, storm windows, re-glazed windows, exterior painted, double wide
blacktop driveway with belgian block. Approx. one mile to Fanwood train station and
town.  Directions: Martine to Mary Ellen Lane.  MLS # 2508233

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/27  1-5PM $1,195,000
This gracious Gardens Center Hall Colonial boasts the very best of classic old charm combined
with quality upgrades and amenities. Five bedrooms, three full and one half baths, updated
kitchen with breakfast nook, elegant living room with wood burning fireplace, formal dining
room, family room plus enclosed 3 season porch. Spacious finished basement with laundry
room and work room. Set on a mature landscaped corner lot, just moments to schools, town
and transportation.  Directions: Lawrence to Hillside to Cedar Terrace.  MLS # 2489701

Built in 2005 and set high on a knoll, reminiscent of a grand “Hamptons” beach house this beautifully
crafted custom home offers every amenity. Treetop view windows allow light to stream through every room.
Incredibly spacious with 5,000 SF of living space, the comfortably proportioned rooms flow effortlessly.
The center two story foyer joins the living room & formal dining room. A 5 sided conservatory style study
expands the 1st floors formal living area. Any cook can appreciate the professional quality appointments of
the gourmet kitchen. Arched windows in the adjoining family great room flood the entire space with light
& the fireplace`s raised hearth balances the feeling of warmth & sky. The gallery style 2nd fl. foyer offers
privacy for the 900 SF master suite area comprising bedroom & sitting room with dual sided fireplace, two
walk-in closets & spa quality master bath. The 2nd fl. offers 4 additional bedrooms & 2 baths including a
princess/au pair suite and Jack & Jill bedrooms.  MLS # 2509130

WESTFIELD OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/27  1-5PM $1,150,000
Elegant Victorian built in 2006 boasting quality architectural design and amenities combined
with a light infused floor plan. Coffered ceilings, deluxe mill work, gourmet kitchen with
granite, custom wood cabinets, center island, Viking & Bosch appliances and sliders to
paver patio. 5 generous sized bedrooms, 3 1/2 baths, 3rd floor balcony, mahogany front
porch and a fully fenced in yard. Set on a professionally landscaped lot just moments from
schools, town and transportation.  Directions: South Ave to Hort Street.  MLS # 2472150
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