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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With the Penn Relays coming up
this weekend, this is a perfect time to
reflect on WHS circa 1978 vs. WHS
circa 2008. While the school today is
quite similar in size, shape and func-
tion to the school of 30 years ago,
there is one big difference: when WHS
won something in 1978, it was almost
expected; when WHS wins something
these days, many people seem almost
surprised by it.

Perfect example: the WHS four-
some of sophomore Allen Smith, and
seniors Frank Kelly, Brion Gray and
Butch Woolfolk won the Champion-
ship of America 400 relay at the 1978
Penn Relays, which is the World Se-
ries, Super Bowl and Stanley Cup of
high school track.

“We didn’t get any ticker tape pa-
rade through town,” Kelly recalled
the other day. “I think coach (Walt)
Clarkson pranced up and down the
hallways yelling, ‘We won! We won!
We won the Penn Relays!” Sort of like
Paul Revere. You could call that our
official parade. That, the picture that
appeared in The Leader and some
heavy exposure in the High’s Eye
were the only official celebrations I
know of.

“That was the limelight – measured
in minutes – in a town that was used to
boringly winning in the ’70s.”

But that photo (which appears with
this column) and The Leader and Hi’s
Eye stories tell of a history-making
victory, one that was not a total sur-
prise. A WHS relay of Keith Davis,
Marvan Palmer, Kenny Blackwell and
Daryl McMiller had finished second
in 1973. And in 1977 a Westfield
foursome of Shawn McMiller,
Woolfolk, Glenn Miller and Kelly had
posted the day’s third fastest time,
while winning the consolation final.

(Ironically, the ’77 team actually
went faster than the winning team in
’78. While both ran a 41.8 in trials, the
’77 team went 42.0 in winning the
consolation, while the ’78 team was
42.1 in winning the Championship of
America crown.)

“Winning the consolation our jun-
ior year was like wearing a dunce cap
for a year,” Kelly said. “We would
rather have been in the Championship
of America finals and lose.”

Kelly and Woolfolk, of course, had
already made a big name for them-
selves as the stars of an 11-0 football
team the previous fall. And they were
used to playing in front of big crowds.
The ’77 state football final against
Barringer drew over 32,000 to Gi-
ants Stadium, so the 36,000 in atten-
dance at Philadelphia’s Franklin Field

Kelly: Penn Relays’ Win
Was ‘Top of the World’
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for the ’78 Penn Relays was hardly
intimidating.

“We were the team to beat that year,
at least in the New York Metro area,”
said Kelly, who moved to Westfield
from the Morristown area prior to
seventh grade. “The papers were al-
ways, ‘Westfield sprinters this,’
‘Westfield sprinters that,’ ‘Westfield
… blah, blah, blah.’ We ran up victory
after victory at meets both big and
small, and we were drawing big
crowds (‘Hey, let’s check out that
Westfield team’).

“And since we thought we should
have won (Penn Relays) the year be-
fore, we were very hungry for it in ’78.”

Typically, Clarkson was a “nervous
Nelly” about his big guns.

“He was a nervous wreck leading up
to the race, but supremely confident,”
Kelly said. “At times it seemed like he
was caring for four Arabian race horses
instead of four high school – immature
but very fast – boys. He even made the
melodramatic effort to quarantine us
from the rest of the team during prac-
tice. We were like a special operations
team preparing for a secret mission
behind enemy lines. I can just see him
now, ‘OK guys … we’re just keeping
sharp, not too hard, tuning up … then
looking at his trademark stopwatch …
tick, tick, tick … easy, easy … whoa,
whoa … slow down!!!

“He even entered us in just the
4x100 relay that year, instead of the
4x100 and the 4x200, to minimize the
risk. The Penn Relays is a national
meet, the best of the best, including
the feared Philly and Jamaican sprint
teams. This was a ‘No Chumps Al-
lowed’ event, where second- and third-
place finishers were instantly forgot-
ten and the victor rightly earned Cham-
pionship of America honors.”

Kelly doesn’t remember much about
the actual race. He does recall hearing
the crowd go “whoooooaaaaaaaaa”
as he took the baton from Smith
slightly behind a team from Washing-
ton, D.C., and handed off to Gray with
the lead. And that Clarkson called it
one of the most unbelievable relay
legs he’d ever seen.

“The thing I most vividly remember
is Butch running the anchor leg,” Kelly
said. “He looked like one of those big
GG1 electric locomotives roaring down
the tracks at 100 miles per hour.”

And then it was over. All the years of
disappoint, the hours of preparation,
the miles of sprint work … over in 42.1
seconds … but WHS had its first Cham-
pionship of America winner.

“Smitty and Brion were flawless in
their legs,” Kelly said. “They were

great to have around because they
kept the more serious Coach, Butch
and me loose with their jokes, pranks
and general happy-go-lucky attitudes.”

For Kelly, who enjoyed so many
great moments on football Saturdays
in the falls of 1975, ’76 and ’77 and
won several state sprint champion-
ships both indoors and outdoors, his
fondest memories or of that magical
42.1 seconds on April 29, 1978.

“After Butch crossed the line, it was
like we owned it. We were the cham-
pions of America,” Kelly said. “We
felt like we were on top of the world.
There is no other way to describe it.”

* WHS has an outstanding record at
the Penn Relays. In addition to that
1978 4x100 win, the 1995 distance
medley of Lawrence Ho, John
O’Brien, Ted Kilcommons and Matt
Elmuccio also brought home a big
gold plaque. And seven other times
WHS has been runnerup, starting with
the 1932 distance medley, which in-
cluded the great Frank Esposito,
Robson Young and Wellington Ross;
always including the 1937 4x400 team
of Walt Horner, Pump Vella, Bernie
Jones and Bob McCoy — who nar-
rowly lost in part because Vella’s shoe
came off during the baton exchange
— and most recently in the 1996 dis-
tance medley, where WHS lost only to
a team from Ireland.

After missing last year’s Penn Re-
lays because the entries were “lost” in
the mail, WHS coach Jack Martin re-
turns to the scene of one of his personal
highlights. In 1964 he was a member of
the St. Mary High School (Manhasset,
L.I.) foursome that won the Champion
of America two-mile relay.

This year’s WHS entries include
Brandon Heroux in the javelin, Adam
Bergo in the high jump, a 4x800 relay
of Andy Flood, Josh Einbinder, Pat
Gray and Alex Tarlow, and a 4x400
relay of Gray, Bergo, Craig Cognetti
and Tarlow.

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
Why waste time on regrets? The

mill cannot turn on water that’s past.
THIS AND THAT

The WHS golf team has many big
matches during its regular season, but
none bigger than today’s tee-up against
archrival Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
3:30 p.m., at Echo Lake. The Raiders
swept the conference and county titles
last year, before WHS got some re-
venge with a dual-meet victory. And
WHS will get a chance to avenge two
of its three 2007 losses when it plays
powerful Ridgewood in the second
year of the back-to-back matches, next
Tuesday (Echo Lake) and Wednesday

(Ridgewood CC). And the brutal
schedule continues the next day when
Hunterdon Central, winner of the re-
cent Blue Devil Invitational, visits for
a match at Shackamaxon.

WHS will be prohibitive favorite to
capture its fourth straight (and 28th
overall) Union County Tournament ten-
nis title when the annual event takes
place today and tomorrow at Plainfield’s
Donald Blake complex. SP-F’s Ryan
Krueger will try to become a rare three-
time champion at first singles, although
WHS’s Kevin Shallcross, out with inju-
ries the past two UC’s, is the player to
beat. WHS will also host the Blue Devil
Invitational this Saturday at the Westfield
Tennis Club. The other three teams will
be Summit, SP-F and the Hun School.

The WHS baseball team climbed off
the bus Saturday morning at
Healthquest Park in Raritan Township
as the sixth-ranked team in the state.
Seven hours later the players trudged
back onto the bus as maybe the sixth
best team in the county, after humbling
(embarrassing at times) losses to
Hudson Catholic and Notre Dame. With
a chance to step up and show they
belonged with the good teams, the
Devils played like it was the morning
after the Prom. There is still much ball
to be played … hopefully they will.

WALK ON BY
The 14 walks issued by four WHS

pitchers in last week’s wild 13-12
victory over SP-F is believed to be a
school one-game record. The record
for walks in a game by one pitcher
belongs to Pete Love, who walked 10
in 3 2/3 innings in a 1960 game against
A.L. Johnson (WHS won 3-2). And to
show that was no fluke, Pete also once
walked 10 (and struck out 17) while
pitching for the Westfield Merchants.

“I never knew I was a school-record
holder,” Love said from his Mesa,
Ariz., home. “I think I might’ve walked
more than that in a jayvee game against
Union. (Les) Zorge left me in so I
could learn; it was the first time I ever
pitched in a game. If I remember right,
I even threw one over the portable
backstop they were using.”

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Katie Abruzzo.
The junior center fielder had two home
runs, one triple and six RBI in a 12-0
win over Kearny, and followed that with
another homer in a win over Shabazz.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
plaints, comments and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

HAVE 
THE WALK 

OF THE TOWN.
AND THE TIME
OF YOUR LIFE.

DIRECTIONS:
N from the Garden State Parkway: Take the GSP-N 
to exit 136. Make a L onto Centennial Ave. Go 1.3 mi 
and turn L onto North Ave. Go 1.5 mi to 506 North 
Ave. The sales center is on the L.

S from the Garden State Parkway: 
Take the GSP-S to exit 137. Merge 
onto NJ 28/North Ave. East toward 
Cranford. Go 2.5 mi. to 506 North 
Ave. The sales center is on the R.

SALES CENTER OPEN DAILY 11AM – 5PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

Call 908.518.7870
millenniumhomes.com

Our newly constructed 55+ community in 
Garwood’s new walkable downtown offers 
luxurious home designs and fabulous 
on-site amenities:

Model Now Open!
• Private elevators 
• 3 exceptional levels of living space 
• Expansive 2,343-3,024 sq. ft. fl oor plans 
• 2 bedrooms and 2.5 baths
•  Great location minutes from dining, shopping

and the train 
• 1 mile from downtown Westfi eld and Cranford

Priced from the low $500’S
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Quick closing available, 
save thousands on select units!

Blue Devil Golfers Regain
Watchung Conference Title
One year in the waiting, but the

seventh-ranked Westfield High
School golf team regained the
Watchung Conference Tournament A
Division title by out-shooting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, 314-347, at the par
71 Shackamaxon Golf & Country
Club in Scotch Plains on April 17.
Union took third with a total of 402.

Last year, the Raiders grabbed the
Watchung Conference Tournament
(WCT) crown by nine strokes over
the defending champion Blue Devils,
who owned the title for four years.
The Raiders, who had their best team
in decades, also made it a sweep by
winning the Union County Tourna-
ment title and Brian Pak took top
individual honors with a five-over
par 77.

This year, Blue Devil freshman Sean
Elliott turned in a five-over par 76 to
take the WCT individual title and team-
mate Dan Liebowitz was one stroke
behind with a 77. Blue Devils Bran-
don Molson and Dave Pusar finished
4-5 with respective scores of 80 and
81. Raiders Matt Plagge and Pak fol-
lowed with respective scores of 82 and
84. Blue Devil Dave Athenson was
sixth with an 86.

Linden won the B-Division title
with a 219 total (9 holes) followed by
Elizabeth at 241, Plainfield at 257
and Newark East Side at 274.
Plainfield’s Iziah Thompson won the
individual title with a 49. Linden’s
Sean MacDonald, Tim Frees and Pat
Stegmeier finished 2-3-4 with respec-
tive scores of 52, 53 and 56.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONCENTRATING ON HIS PUTT…Blue Devil Dan Liebowitz putts on the
seventh green at Shackamaxon, while Raider Matt Plagge watches.

Luxury Residences For Those 55-plus  

Winner of the Great American Main Street Award

For more information contact Elegant Homes Realty 

Eileen Ward-Conway - Broker   Office: (908) 233-5900
Josephine Ward-Gallagher - Realtor  Cell: (908) 413-0040

www.TheSavannahWestfield.com
Equal Housing Opportunity. Oral representations cannot be relied upon as correctly stating representations of the developer. For correct representations, make reference to the offering plan which 
will be furnished by a developer to a buyer or lessee. All dimensions are approximate, and all floor plans and developments are subject to change. Not an offer where prohibited by state statutes. 
This offering is made only by the prospectus for the condominium and no statement should be relied upon if not made in the prospectus. Prices, plans and specifications are subject to change 
without notice.

THE SAVANNAH - DESIGNED BY JAMES WARD

Model 
Now Open!


