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Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

executive director of the Port Author-
ity of New York and New Jersey,
according to media reports. A replace-
ment is expected to be named at
today’s board meeting. Former Gov-
ernor Eliot Spitzer had appointed Mr.
Shorris to the $275,000 post, accord-
ing to The Star-Ledger.

Chris Ward, a former commissioner
of New York City’s Department of
Environmental Protection, is rumored
to be in line for the new executive
director position.

Senate Democrats Criticize
Bush’s HUD Pick, Preston

President George W. Bush’s pick
of Steve Preston to run the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) has received a nega-
tive response from Senate Democrats,
The Hill reported. Mr. Preston is cur-
rently head of the Small Business
Administration (SBA).

Senate Banking Committee Chair-
man Chris Dodd (D-Conn.) said Mr.
Preston has “no apparent housing
background,” which raises questions
as to whether he is qualified for the
job. However, Senator Charles
Schumer (D-N.Y.) urged his col-
leagues to keep an open mind.

 He said the key was that the new
HUD commissioner gets the admin-
istration more involved in the “hous-
ing crisis and economy.” GOP lead-
ers praised Mr. Bush’s pick. Senate
Minority Leader Mitch McConnell
(R-Ky.) said Mr. Preston has an “ex-
cellent record” as SBA head.

Workers’ Compensation
Subject of May 5 Hearing

Democratic State Senator Paul
Sarlo (LD-36), chairman of the Sen-
ate Labor Committee, said Friday
that the panel would schedule a spe-
cial hearing Monday, May 5, on the
workers’ compensation system in
New Jersey, according to a press re-
lease on the State Senate Democrats’
webpage.

“It’s appropriate to take a close
look at the workers’ compensation
system to see whether it can be made
more efficient,” Mr. Sarlo said. “The
recent media focus on the system
gives us a chance to see if we can
make it a better, fairer program so
nobody falls through the cracks.”

Volunteer Scientists Needed
For County’s ‘Bio-Blitz’

ELIZABETH — On June 13 and
14, at the Elizabeth River, county
residents can find fiddler crabs, sala-
manders, snakes, owls, fish, peregrine
falcons, micro and macro fungi, wild-
flowers, oak and sycamore trees, salt
marsh grass, butterflies, bees, red
foxes and white-tailed deer.

Scientists and naturalists, assisted
by community volunteers, will fan
out in Elizabeth River Parkway in
Elizabeth, Union and Hillside over a
24-hour period to identify as many
creatures as possible during Union
County and Kean University’s fourth
annual “Bio-Blitz.”

A bio-blitz is an intensive effort to
identify every living plant or animal
found in a given area – in this case, the
312-acre Union County park that buff-
ers the Elizabeth River. Areas to be
included are: Mattano Park, the
Pruden, Ursino, Chatfield-Woodruff,
Salem and Lightning Brook sections
along the river.

“Although the Elizabeth River
Parkway is surrounded by urban and
suburban development, it is a perfect
example of how urban green spaces
can provide a haven for people and
wildlife,” said Freeholder Rick Proc-
tor, liaison to the Union County Parks
and Recreation Advisory Board.

The “blitz” will start at 5 p.m. on
Friday, June 13, with staff and scien-
tists on hand throughout the night.
Volunteers will work in shifts through-
out Saturday until 5 p.m.

Bio-Blitz Central will be located
on Kean University’s East Campus
(off North and Irvington Avenues in
Hillside). A large tent will house a
field lab for scientists as well as live
exhibits including reptiles, amphib-
ians, fish and plants.

Event-day results and identifica-
tions will be posted at the tent. Public
programs and workshops will be of-
fered, including an owl prowl, stream
search, birding for beginners, a night-
time awareness walk, a family nature
awareness daytime hike and much
more. The event is free.

The Elizabeth River Parkway was
acquired in the 1930s and designed
by the Olmsted Landscape archi-
tect firm (whose other projects in-
cluded Central Park, Prospect Park,
the Emerald Necklace and the Wash-
ington Memorial) as a passive-use
park. The parkway links important

parks that form a greenway along
the river.

The Union County Freeholders,
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal, Kean Institute of Ur-
ban Ecosystem Studies sponsor Bio-
Blitz 2008. The Schering-Plough Cor-
poration is providing partial funding.

Participants include Arthur Kill
Watershed Association, Auburn Uni-
versity of Texas, Brooklyn Botanic
Garden, Columbia University,
Colonia High School Fishing Club,
Friends of Lenape Park, Ground-
work Elizabeth, National
Biodiversity Parks, New Jersey My-
cological Association, N.J. Fish and
Wildlife, New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection,
Americorps Watershed Ambassador
Program, Staten Island Zoo, Torrey
Botanical Society, Union County
Parks Advisory Board, Union Gar-
den Club, Wild Birds Unlimited and
WildMetro.

Specialists have been recruited to
identify the hundreds of species that
exist in the park, but more natural-
ists are needed for butterflies, drag-
onflies, fungi, grasses, vegetation,
birds and mammals. This year’s Bio-
Blitz will offer a salt marsh and
tidal-influenced habitat that may
yield shorebirds, wading birds and
fiddler crabs.

Last year’s BioBlitz identified 683
species in Union County’s 2,065-
acre Watchung Reservation.

To receive a Bio-Blitz 2007 Re-
sults Brochure, call (908) 527-4032
and leave an e-mail address or pick
one up at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside.

Scientists, naturalists and amateur
nature lovers interested in partici-
pating should call Kristin Beebe at
(908) 527-4032.

We’re proud to serve our community, providing
uninterrupted emergency care, with a broad spectrum
of diagnostic and treatment services.
And, our patient’s comfort and convenience is at the top of the list. 
Our average wait time to see a physician, for the more than 1,500 new
patients we’ve seen this month, was under 10 minutes.  We have a staff
of dedicated physicians and nationally recognized emergency care
nurses, and over 100 years of experience as a highly regarded provider
of emergency care for the residents of New Jersey.

Emergency care
you can counton, 

close to home.
OverlookHospital EmergencyServices -
right here at 1000 Galloping Hill Road, Union.

For a referral to an Atlantic Health physician call 888-454-9913.

For more information or to sign up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit

atlantichealth.org.

Roselle Street Fair
Set for May 31

ROSELLE – The Roselle Fair and
Festival will be held on Saturday,
May 31, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on
Chestnut Street between 1st and 3rd
avenues. The event will feature food
courts, vendors, live entertainment,
games and family fun.

For more information or to become
a vendor,  call (908) 259-3036.

Three-Quarters of
School Budgets Passed

New Jersey voters approved 73.5
percent of local budgets in the school
elections on April 15. The approval
rate is down slightly from last year,
when 78.1 percent of the budgets
were passed, according to the state’s
Department of Education (DOE).

According to the DOE, turnout
slightly increased this year, with 14.3
percent of New Jersey’s 4.8 million
registered voters turning out at the
polls. Last year, 13.9 percent of the
registered voters participated in the
school elections.

In Union County, all budgets passed
except in Linden and Roselle.

Springfield Voters Oust
All Three Incumbents

Springfield voters ousted incum-
bents Lloyd Grossman, Judith
Millman and Fran Sandler from the
township’s school board. Challeng-
ers Donato Circelli, Andrew Fekete
and Jeff Strumpf won by two-to-one
margins, The Star-Ledger reported.

Judge Invalidates
Sabrin Freeholder Slate

A Bergen County judge has invali-
dated the nominating petition signa-
tures for two freeholder candidates
running on a slate headed by United
States Senate candidate Murray
Sabrin. They were running under the
banner, “Constitutional Republicans
Protecting the Liberty.”

Mr. Sabrin is also running a
freeholder slate in Union County.

Rob Andrews Seek Equal
Footing on Primary Ballot

Rep. Rob Andrews (D-1st), a
challenger to Senator Frank Lautenberg
in the U.S. Senate Democratic Primary
this June, has asked a state superior
court judge to require that both his and
Mr. Lautenberg’s names be placed on
the same ballot line in the June Primary
Election, according to The Asbury Park
Press.

Mr. Andrews has argued that Mr.
Lautenberg is getting better placement
in some mostly Northern New Jersey
counties because he is bracketed with
county and municipal candidates.

Shorris Resigns as Head of
The Port Authority of NY and NJ

Anthony Shorris has resigned as

Gov. Corzine Comments
On James’ ‘Betrayal of Trust’

TRENTON — Goverrnor Jon
Corzine issued a statement on April
16 on the corruption conviction of
former Newark Mayor and State Sena-
tor Sharpe James. The jury found
James guilty of fraud and conspiracy.

“It is a sad day as a jury of citizens
confirmed the betrayal of the public
trust by a longstanding and well-
known public official. Any of the good

works done by Mayor James are now
overshadowed by this corruption con-
viction. While unfortunate for the citi-
zens of Newark, it is gratifying to see
the justice system work. I commend
the efforts of the U.S. Attorneys and
New Jersey’s Attorney General’s of-
fice. Their joint work is a model for
our continuing cooperation,”  Gov.
Corzine said.

Women’s Caucus to Hold
Women In Politics Awards

MOUNTAINSIDE — On Wednes-
day, April 30, the Union County
Women’s Political Caucus (UCWPC)
will hold its fourth annual “Notable
Women in Politics” Award Recep-
tion. The event will take place at
L’Affaire on Route 22 East in
Mountainside beginning at 6:30 p.m.

This year’s honorees are Clara
Harelik, an attorney and former mayor
of Springfield, and Maxine Hirsch, a
former New Providence council-
woman.

The UCWPC is a multi-partisan
organization affiliated with the
Women’s Political Caucus of New
Jersey and the National Women’s
Political Caucus. The UCWPC en-
courages, supports and trains women
to play major roles in their political
organizations and to run for public
office.

Ms. Harelik served for nine years
as a committeewoman on the Spring-
field township committee, serving
three terms as mayor and two terms
as deputy mayor. She was the first
woman in the history of Springfield
to serve as mayor three times and the
first woman to receive the Union
County Mayor-of-the-Year Award
from the Gateway Regional Chamber
of Commerce.

In addition, Ms. Harelik has served
on many boards and committees at
both the local and county levels, has
been  involved in community affairs
and is active with the Democratic
Party.

Ms. Harelik is currently counsel to
the UCWPC and is a practicing attor-
ney and a mediator and hearing of-
ficer for the State of New Jersey,
Department of Health, Early Inter-
vention Procedural Safeguards Pro-
gram for Children.

Ms. Hirsch served on New
Providence’s borough council for 20
years from 1984 to 2004.  She has
been active with her community pool
and PTAs, chaired the affordable

housing board and served as mayor’s
representative on the New Providence
library board. Ms. Hirsch is active
with the Republican Party and has
been Parliamentarian for the
UCWPC.

By profession, Ms. Hirsch has been
an educator at both the elementary
and middle school levels.

Current UCWPC President Michel
Bitritto commented, “Both women
are to be praised for the amount of
time, effort and dedication they have
put into making their communities
better places in which to live.”

Summer Parks, Small
Fry Reg. Begins May 2
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains recreation commission will
begin registration for its Summer
Parks Program and Small Fry Pro-
gram on May 2.

The Summer Parks Program will
run Monday to Friday, from July 7 to
August 8, and is open to children
between the ages of 6 and 12. Camp-
ers will get to play at the Scotch Hills
Mini-Golf Course. Other activities
include pool trips, carnival day, water
day and trips for an additional fee.
The fee for the five-week program is
$60.  Those who sign up prior to June
7 will receive a reduced rate of $50.
Registered campers have the option
to participate at either Brookside or
Green Forest Parks.

The Small Fry Program runs Mon-
day to Friday from July 7 to August 8,
and introduces children ages 3 to 5 to
social activities. Located in Farley
Park, children will meet new friends,
play and share.  Two sessions are
available — 9 to 11:15 a.m. and 11:15
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Each session is
limited to 25 participants.

Register at the recreation office at
town hall, room 113. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 322-6700 ext.
1223.


