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Lonegan to Speak in
Mountainside, Apr. 29
MOUNTAINSIDE – The public is

invited to hear Steve Lonegan, of
Americans for Prosperity, speak on
April 29 at 7 p.m. at the Mountainside
Borough Hall. The event is spon-
sored by the Mountainside Republi-
can Committee.

Roselle Catholic Golf
Outing Set June 23

ROSELLE – Roselle Catholic
High School is running its 5th An-
nual Golf outing on Monday, June
23, at Beaver Brook Country Club in
Annandale.

There will be a shotgun start at
12:30 p.m., and the program includes
golf carts, lunch, dinner and an open
bar.

For more information, contact
Brother Dan O’Riordan, Roselle Catho-
lic High School, at (908) 245-2350 or
e-mail brotherdan@rosellecatholic.org.

Borough Dems to Hold
Reception for Stender
MOUNTAINSIDE – State As-

semblywoman Linda Stender (LD-
22, Fanwood), a Democratic candi-
date for the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives from the 7th Congres-
sional District, will greet area resi-
dents at a wine-and-cheese recep-
tion in Mountainside on Thursday,
May 1.

The Mountainside Democratic
Club is sponsoring the get-together at
7 p.m. at Brighton Gardens, located
at 1350 Route 22 West, Mountainside,
across the highway from the borough
sports field and swimming pool.

The club invites all area residents
to meet Mrs.  Stender and to ask for
her views on the state of and country.

To reserve a spot, call Michael
Krasner at (908) 654-5167.

Raynor Denitzio for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DEFENDING HIS RECORD…Along with District 16 Assembly members Peter
Biondi and Denise Coyle from Somerset County, State Senator and 7th Congres-
sional District Republican candidate Leonard Lance responds to recent claims
made by Kate Whitman’s campaign at a press conference, outside the Somerset
County Courthouse.

Lance And Whitman Trade
Barbs as GOP Race Heats Up

By RAYNOR DENITZIO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SOMERVILLE — Flanked by
Legislative District 16 Assembly
members Peter Biondi and Denise
Coyle, State Senator and 7th Con-
gressional District candidate
Leonard Lance and his supporters
responded to recent claims by Re-
publican rival Kate Whitman during
a press conference in Somerville last
Wednesday.

“I am very disheartened by the tone
and the words of Ms. Whitman’s ads,”
Assemblywoman Coyle said.

Ms. Whitman – who, along with
Sen. Lance – is one of seven candi-
dates seeking the Republican nomi-
nation in the 7th District, released a
cable television advertisement that
questions Mr. Lance’s fiscal record.
The advertisement claims that state
spending and property taxes have in-
creased significantly during Mr.
Lance’s tenure in Trenton.

“He has his chance, and he’s failed,”
said Anthony Attanasio, Ms.
Whitman’s campaign manager. “The
numbers don’t lie. Since he’s been in
the Legislature, the affordability cri-
sis in this state has skyrocketed.”

Mr. Lance defended his fiscal
record, pointing out that he has voted
against the past six state budgets and
intends to vote against the current
proposed state-spending plan. Mr.
Lance also spoke of having battled
former Governor Christine Todd
Whitman, Kate Whitman’s mother,
over her pension plan and taking
former Governor Jim McGreevey to
court over the former governor’s bor-
rowing plan.

“I have a record of fiscal responsi-
bility in Trenton,” Mr. Lance said.

Ms. Whitman’s campaign has also
circulated a press release that calls on
Mr. Lance to either return thousands
of dollars in campaign contributions
that he has received from state con-
tractors and lobbyists, or resign his
seat in the Senate.

Mr. Lance’s most recent filing with
the Federal Election Commission
shows $255,654 in cash on hand.
According to the Whitman press re-
lease, more than $40,000 of those
contributions was from lobbyists and
contractors who currently hold state
contracts.

In response, Mr. Lance said that
these contributions are legal and added
that he is not in a position to influence
state contracts as a legislator since
contracts are awarded by the execu-
tive branch.

“I have never, ever influenced any
[state] contract at all,” Mr. Lance said.

Mr. Lance and his supporters ac-
cused the Whitman campaign of go-
ing negative and not focusing on the

issues facing voters. Mr. Lance was
also critical of Whitman for what he
viewed as an attack on a fellow Re-
publican and called on the Whitman
campaign to pull the advertisement.

“I believe in Ronald Reagan’s 11th
Commandment, that Republicans
should not speak ill of other Republi-
cans,” Mr. Lance said.

The Whitman campaign defended
the advertisement and press release,
saying they were attacks on Mr.
Lance’s record and not on him per-
sonally. Mr. Attanasio said that Mr.
Lance’s record as a legislator is rel-
evant and open to scrutiny.

“We feel if you’re going to run on
your record, you should at least be
scrutinized on it,” Mr. Attanasio
said.

Mr. Attanasio also disputed Mr.
Lance’s statement that he cannot in-
fluence state contracts.

“To claim that you have no influ-
ence on the business of people doing
business with the state is flat out
wrong,” Mr. Attanasio said. “He has
his hand in a process that can affect
their business.”

So far, other Republican candi-
dates have filed paperwork to run
for the nomination. Along with Ms.
Whitman and Mr. Lance, these can-
didates include Kelly Hatfield, a
former Summit Councilwoman,
Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
Iraq War veteran and former pros-
ecutor Thomas Roughneen, Seton
Hall University professor A.D.
Amar and Darren Young. Mr. Young
is running on the line with United
States Senate candidate Murray
Sabrin.

The New Jersey primary is sched-
uled for Tuesday, June 3. Assembly-
woman Linda Stender (LD-22,
Fanwood), whose district includes
Fanwood and Scotch Plains, is the
Democrat candidate in the 7th Dis-
trict.

Roughneen to Hold
Cocktail Reception

KENILWORTH — Tom
Roughneen, a Republican candidate
for Congress from the 7th District,
will hold a free “Rock the Congress”
cocktail reception this Saturday, April
26, at the Kenilworth Veterans of
Foreign War Post no. 2230.

Free appetizers will be served, and
a cash bar will be available at the
event, slated to be held from 5:30 to 7
p.m. Donations will be accepted for
Mr. Roughneen’s campaign or can be
sent to Tom Roughneen for Congress,
P.S. Box 7386, Watchung, NJ 07069.

The VFW is located at 33 South
21st Street in Kenilworth.

Board Debates Performing
Background Checks at Jail

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH — The Union
County freeholders’ policy and ad-
ministrative code committee has
scheduled a 5 p.m. meeting tonight to
review the legal aspects of a proposal
to institute mandatory background
checks of all visitors to the Union
County jail in Elizabeth.

The decision follows concerns by
Freeholder Nancy Ward, the lone at-
torney on the nine-member board, on
awarding a $10,182 contract with East
Rutherford-based GTBM/Info-Cop
for a tracking system that would scan
drivers’ licenses of all jail visitors.

Director of Public Safety Richard
Childs said the jail’s administration
would search visitors’ records for out-
standing warrants and see if they have
visited inmates in other jails.

“The passing of messages from jail
to jail is dangerous,” Mr. Childs told
the freeholders.

Ms. Ward said she was concerned
that visitors would be checked with-
out “probable cause,” noting that po-
lice cannot stop and search motorists
without a reason.

“I have a little bit of a problem with
that type of scenario,” Ms. Ward said.

When questioned by Freeholder
Rayland Van Blake on whether it
would be an option to scan visitors’
licenses, Mr. Childs said the pro-
gram would be mandatory.

On the legal question, Mr. Childs
said visitors currently “waive their
rights” to be searched for weapons
and contraband before visiting in-
mates.

But Ms. Ward said that was to
check for “an immediate danger” of
weapons being brought into the jail.
“I think this (background checks) is
a much more intrusive type of
search.” She viewed it as “a big net
to see what you will catch.”

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said people’s movements,
nowadays, are checked in such places
as airports and that passengers are
giving up their rights when proceed-
ing through security check points.

New jail director Brian Riordan, a
former warden at Riker’s Island in
New York, said the technology has
been “very successful” in New York.
He said the scanning for background
information would help in “bringing
to justice [people who] are wanted.”
The system is also being used in
New Jersey.

Although noting he favored the
program, Freeholder Rick Proctor
said, “I believe this is a decision that
the freeholders should be making.”

Mr. Proctor said more informa-
tion is needed to determine if back-
ground checks would violate civil
liberties and privacy issues.

Mr. Estrada requested that a “com-
plete package” of information of the
tracking system be available to all
freeholders.

“It’s not a dead issue. We want to
make sure that everyone is very com-
fortable [before voting on the reso-
lution],” Mr. Estrada said.

Freeholder Deborah Scanlon
chairs the policy committee, which
includes Mr. Ward and Mr. Proctor.

In other business, in a presentation
to the board, Union County Utilities
Authority (UCUA) Executive Direc-
tor Sunil Garg said the rate for bulky
waste has dropped from $104 to $89
per ton since the county entered into
a contract with the Meadowlands
Commission in Lyndhurst. The rate
represented a 15-percent rate cut as
of July 2007 and will result in a $3
million reduction over 18 months.

The rate for household waste,
burned at the county’s incinerator in
Rahway, dropped from $85 to $68
per ton. Mr. Garg anticipates that
municipal waste rates would remain
at current levels through 2013.

“That’s savings that’s going into
the pockets of [county] residents,”
Mr. Estrada responded.

Some 1,440 tons per day or 420,000
tons per year of household waste are
burned at the incinerator. Mr. Garg
said that, by July, all municipal solid
waste generated in Union County
would be sent to the Rahway burner.
As an energy-to-waste facility, the
waste is used to produce renewable
electricity for about 30,000 homes,
according to Alan Harleston of
Covanta, which operates the incin-
erator through a long-term contract
with the UCUA.

Currently, 14 of the county’s 21
municipalities have contracts with the
UCUA, Mr. Garg said.

Discussing its budget, Mr. Garg
said the UCUA would maintain its
current budget for the next three years.
He noted that expenses were reduced
12 percent over the past three years.

Union County Offers
History Grant Workshop

WESTFIELD – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is spon-
soring a free grant-writing workshop
for Union County-based historical
societies, historic house museums,
libraries and other non-profit organi-
zations seeking funding for a history
program or project meriting funding
through the 2009 Union County His-
tory Grant Program.

The workshop will be held today,
April 24, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. in
Westfield at 300 North Avenue East.

Participants are encouraged to bring
an idea for a project or program that
can be developed into a proposal. The
grant period is from September 1,
2008, through August 31, 2009.

The maximum request for a Gen-
eral Operating Support (GOS) grant
is $7,500 and available only to Union
County-based history organizations.
Other nonprofits may request Spe-
cial Project Grants up to $5,000 to
expand their history programming.
Funds from the History Grant Pro-
gram can support activities such as
heritage tourism projects, photo ex-
hibits focused on notable Union
County historic figures or events, lec-
tures, conservation and preservation
of historical materials, local history
publications, consultant fees and oral
history projects. To attend, call (908)
436-2912 or  e-mail requests should
be sent to culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

The Mountainside Democratic Club

Invites You to Meet

LINDA STENDER

Candidate for U.S. Representative

at a

WINE-AND-CHEESE RECEPTION

Thursday, May 1, 2008

7:00 PM

Brighton Gardens

1350 Route 22 West, Mountainside

R.S.V.P. to Michael Krasner:

908-654-5167

B. Kubick
Opticians ~ Hearing Aid Center

110A Central Ave, Westfield

(Across from Starbucks)

(908) 233-5512

Exclusively from

Serving the Westfield Community for 3 generations

Visit us on the web at:   www.bkubick.com NJHAD # 987

Get the best hearing science has to offer

at Our Open House Event! April 24th - 26th

On Saturday the 26th Terry Parker, Starkey Representative,
will be available to answer any of your questions.

*Special incentive during this open house:   Trade in your old
hearing aids for $1,000 OFF a new pair of Destiny hearing aids !*

Hatfield Urges Congress
To ‘Keep Americans Mobile’
SUMMIT – “Suspending the tax on

gas and diesel fuels from Memorial
Day to Labor Day this year is certainly
worthy of consideration by Congress,”
said Kelly Hatfield, Republican can-
didate for New Jersey’s 7th Congres-
sional District. “Just last week, gaso-
line prices in New Jersey reached an
all-time high with no visible relief
anywhere in sight. New Jersey resi-
dents would definitely benefit from
this type of an action from Congress.

“The summer driving season will
soon be upon us, and many more
people are expected to head for the
Jersey shore this year as opposed to
traveling further to more pricey vaca-
tion spots simply because it costs so
much to fill the tank. With even a
modest savings at the pumps, fami-
lies would be more likely to spend a

bit more on entertainment such as an
extra dinner out or a night with the
kids on the boardwalk, putting money
into the local economy.”

She said spending by travelers and
visitors accounts for 25 percent of
revenues at family and casual-dining
restaurants in New Jersey and that
tourism-related jobs account for more
than 11 percent of the total employ-
ment in the state.

 “The timing is perfect. The intent
of the Economic Stimulus Package is
to give Americans more money to
spend, and by spending it at the New
Jersey shore or other Garden State
tourist attractions, it would certainly
give our state’s economy a much
needed shot in the arm,” Ms. Hatfield
said.


