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POLICE BLOTTER

Martone Resigns from DWC,
Verdic Named Interim Chair

BOOK IT…At the April 10 Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of Education meeting,
Investors Savings Bank presented a $2,500 check for the purchase of a web-based
library server for the high school. Ada Melendez, first vice president for Commu-
nity Development from the bank, and Areili Gonzalez, sales manager of the Scotch
Plains branch, presented the award. Pictured, from left to right, are Margaret
Hayes, superintendent of schools, Ms. Gonzalez and Ms. Melendez.

Westfield
Tuesday, April 8, a burglary was re-

ported at a Stoneleigh Park residence.
The owner returned to find her home had
been ransacked and a computer, two iPods
and miscellaneous jewelry taken. The
value of the missing items is approxi-
mately $28,000. There was evidence of
forced entry through a rear door.

Tuesday, April 15, Sharon Greenbaum,
57, of Westfield was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
following a motor vehicle accident inves-
tigation on the 300 block of South Av-
enue, East. No injuries were reported.
Greenbaum was released to a responsible
individual.

Wednesday, April 16, a burglary was
reported at a home on the 100 block of
Vernon Terrace. Two white gold dia-
mond wedding bands, valued at a total of
$6,000, were taken from a bedroom.

Thursday, April 17, Larissa Luciano,
24, of Mountainside was arrested and
charged with DWI on New Providence
Road in Mountainside after committing a
motor vehicle violation in Westfield. She
was released to a responsible individual.

Friday, April 18, while investigating a
one-car motor vehicle accident at South
Avenue and Drake Place, police arrested
Deborah DeSimone, 45, of North
Plainfield on charges of DWI, possession
of heroin and possession of drug para-
phernalia. No injuries were reported.
DeSimone was released on her own re-
cognizance.

Saturday, April 19, James Fischer, 50,
of Westfield was arrested on the 800
block of Central Avenue and charged
with unlawful taking of means of convey-
ance. Fischer, who allegedly took a motor
vehicle without the owner’s consent, was
processed and released with a summons.

Sunday, April 20, Aaron Quade, 22, of
Hammondsport, N.Y. was arrested at
North Chestnut and East Broad Streets
and charged with DWI. He was processed
and released to a responsible individual.

Sunday, April 20, the owner of a motor
vehicle reported that an attempt was made
to damage the vehicle while it was parked
in his driveway on the 200 block of Gal-
lows Hill Road. He told police he saw
several female suspects near the vehicle,
who then fled.

Monday, April 21, Shaka M. Campbell,
38, of San Francisco, Calif. was arrested
during a motor vehicle stop on the 400
block of West Broad Street on active
warrants out of Orange, with $39 bail;
East Orange, with $77 bail, and South
Orange, with $268 bail. Campbell was
released after posting bail.

Fanwood
Tuesday, April 15, Alfred J. Smith, 46,

of New Brunswick was arrested on out-
standing warrants out of Plainfield,
Fanwood, Piscataway, North Hunterdon,
Mountainside and Berkeley Heights after
a field investigation. According to police,
he was turned over to the Union County
jail.

Tuesday, April 15, Jillian N. Wilchez,

26, of Roselle Park was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Midway Avenue
and charged with disorderly conduct,
obstruction of justice, resisting arrest and
two counts of aggravated assault on a
police officer. According to police, she
was released in $11,000 bail with a court
date scheduled for Thursday, April 30.

Wednesday, April 16, Brian Gifford,
45, of Derry, N.H. was arrested for an
outstanding warrant out of Bloomingdale
after a motor vehicle stop on Midway
Avenue.

Sunday, April 20, Rafael E. Gomez-
Baldiris, 60, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated after a motor vehicle stop on
LaGrande Avenue. According to police,
he was processed and released to a re-
sponsible adult.

Sunday, April 20, Lamont Nevius, 37,
of Newark was arrested on a no-bail war-
rant out of the Union and Essex Counties
Sheriff’s Departments. According to po-
lice, he was turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Department.

Sunday, April 20, Ann M. Kutlik, 27,
of Plainfield was arrested on an outstand-
ing Middlesex warrant after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Terrill Road.

Scotch Plains
Friday, April 18, a resident of Willow

Avenue reported a suspicious vehicle
parked in front of her house. According to
police, the vehicle was later identified as
being stolen out of Woodbridge. The
owner was notified, police said.

Saturday, April 19, John Wesley, 29,
of Rahway was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released, police said.

Saturday, April 19, a resident of Hunter
Avenue reported that her neighbor walks
his dog across her lawn several times a
day.

Saturday, April 19, Reginald Johnson,
51, of Irvington was arrested on an out-
standing warrant after a motor vehicle
stop. He was transported to headquarters
where he was processed and released,
police said.

Saturday, April 19, Eric Cole, 39, of
Piscataway was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released, police said.

Sunday, April 20, Misty Pugliese, 23,
of Elizabeth was arrested for an outstand-
ing warrant after a motor vehicle stop.
She was transported to headquarters where
she was processed and released, police
said.

Sunday, April 20, Gerald Polite, 32, of
Newark was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. He
was transported to headquarters where he
was processed and released, police said.

Sunday, April 20, Nicole Exum, 30, of
Elizabeth was arrested for an outstanding
warrant after a motor vehicle stop. She
was transported to headquarters where
she was processed and released, police
said.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — David Martone
stepped down last week as chairman
of the Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion (DWC) after he discovered the
new location of his business on South
Avenue was outside the boundaries
of the town’s special improvement
district, making him ineligible for
board membership. Mr. Martone had
just been reappointed to another three-
year term as a board member in Janu-
ary by the town council.

The DWC is the management en-
tity for the downtown Special Im-
provement District. DWC Vice-Chair-
man Dominick Verdic, a resident of
Scotch Plains, will serve as interim
chairman until the DWC board of
directors reorganizes. Holding a prop-
erty owner slot on the board, he owns
the building at 105 Elm Street, which
houses the DWC offices.

Mr. Martone’s business, the Clas-
sic Thyme Cooking School, moved
from East Broad Street to South Av-
enue, West. He had served the board
since 2000 and as its chairman for
three years. He found out that he was
no longer eligible to serve after not
receiving his SID tax bill at which
time he called the town.

“We didn’t know we moved out of
the district. [There] was an error on
the printed [SID] map [which is on
the wall in the DWC office],” he ac-
knowledged. He said Classic Thyme
is the only business in the small area
of South Avenue that was mistakenly
included on the SID map. He said the
DWC would work with the town to
correct the map.

Mr. Martone had to step down from
the SID board because he held a mer-
chant seat on the board, requiring the
individual’s business to be within the
SID district. There are seats for prop-
erty owners, merchants and a resi-
dent on the board.

“I felt good [of his time on the
board]. I didn’t feel I was leaving at a
bad time,” Mr. Martone said of his
resignation.

Mr. Martone listed approval of
plans for the first phase of the down-
town streetscape project along the
south side business district as the
biggest accomplishment of the DWC
during his tenure.

“Seeing that get approved was a
tremendous feeling of accomplish-
ment,” Mr. Martone said.

“I am confident the board will con-
tinue on and do wonderful things,”
Mr. Martone said. He said he has
asked Mr. Verdic to serve as acting
chairman until the board reorganizes
at its next meeting, Monday, May 19.
The board’s meetings are held in the
basement of 105 Elm Street.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea and
Mayor Andy Skibitsky said Mr.
Martone would likely be replaced by
Mr. Verdic. Mayor Skibitsky and the
town council will be charged with
filling the vacancy left by Mr.
Martone’s resignation.

Mr. Gildea said the town would
look to the list it maintains for people
who have applied to town boards in

the past. Mr. Martone would have to
be replaced by a merchant.

Mayor Skibitsky said while he as-
sumes Mr. Verdic will be the new
chairman, that decision will be made
the full DWC board.

“David’s commitment to downtown
Westfield was evident during his
eight-year DWC tenure, including the
last three years as chair[man]. He was
a very effective DWC leader, but
knowing David, I am sure that he will
continue serving Westfield in other
volunteer capacities,” the mayor said.

DWC board member Diane
Barabas said it was important that
rules are followed when it comes to
eligibility to serve on the board of
directors.

“It’s extremely important that we
abide by the rules of the SID to serve
its members,” she said.

Of Mr. Martone’s tenure, she said,
“David worked really worked hard to
facilitate some of the new (DWC)
programs.”

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin had similar comments.
“David Martone has been a tremen-
dous asset to the Downtown
Westfield Corporation as a board
member, committee member and
chairman of the board. He has spent
countless hours over the last many
years volunteering to make down-
town Westfield a better place to be
and always conducts himself with
the highest standards of integrity.

“He always has a balanced per-
spective and took the time — whether
it was to provide guidance on an
emerging issue, lend a hand with a
downtown promotional event, or to
attend training sessions or workshops
on Main Street management and
downtown revitalization,” Ms. Cronin
said. “His perspective as a resident
and business owner will be sorely
missed by the staff and by the board
of directors.”

Mr. Verdic said Mr. Martone’s res-
ignation “all came as quite a shock
for me.”

“Stepping into David’s shoes is not
going to be easy,” he said, adding
that, “David did a great job for us.”

Mr. Verdic said if elected chair-
man, he would like to concentrate on
seeing the south side streetscape
project completed, noting that the
town has gone out to bid on the
work.

In addition, Mr. Verdic wants to
explore having retail space on the
second floors as a way to spur eco-
nomic development in the downtown,
noting that this could attract “Mom
and Pop” stores that cannot afford
street-level floor rents. In addition,
he also wants the DWC to look at
recruiting multiple vendors for sec-
ond floor spaces.

“As a downtown landowner and
builder, Dominick has done a great
job in providing leadership and di-
rection on many of our façade im-
provements and has participated in
numerous DWC committees.
Dominick certainly has the experi-
ence to be the next chairperson,”
Mayor Skibitsky said.

County residents, which would re-
duce the fee charged to out-of-county
residents by $10. He said golf advo-
cates have said that offering a dis-
count would produce an additional
5,000 rounds of golf a year or
$200,000 in added revenue. Last year,
the county had 31,000 rounds of golf
played and rounds are down 8 percent
over the last eight years. Mr. Faella
said changing tee-times to nine, in-
stead of 10 minutes, apart would gen-
erate another time slot every two and
a half hours, allowing for an extra
group producing $1,800 per day in
added revenue.

Officials also are considering a
management contract to have a pri-
vate company handle the day-day-to-
operations at the golf courses. Ac-
cording to an outline obtained by The
Times, officials estimated the cost to
the county at $180,000 per year, plus
a percentage of the gross revenues.

Also under consideration is an op-
erating lease. In this case a private
operator would operate the courses
and collect all revenues in exchange
for a “fixed rent.” The company would
pay all operating expenses and some
of the capital costs. Officials estimate
a lease would generate $100,000 an-
nually for the county in addition to a
percentage of the profits.

Jonathan Williams, who serves as
counsel to the Union County Improve-
ment Authority (UCIA), said the
UCIA would be in charge of facilitat-
ing a procurement process to receive
proposals from private companies, as
well as handling the negotiations. He
said the county could require that all
employees of county golf operations
be placed on the operator’s payroll
thus enabling the employees to stay
in the state’s pension system.

Mr. Mirabella said he was pleased
with the options presented to increase
revenue, stating he is interested in
doing “what’s best for the fiscal health
of the county.”

In the area of human services, Di-
rector Frank Guzzo said he needs an
increase of $400,000 to maintain ser-
vices offered through the county’s
Paratransit system. The program pro-
vides rides to senior citizens and dis-
abled passengers.

His department’s budget request,
paid through county tax dollars, ex-
cluding salaries and overtime, is $11.9
million — a 3 percent increase over
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Union County Budget

The bleak state of the borough’s
revenue projection was discussed.
Revenues from the fire inspector and
construction office are expected to
decline. Pet licensing is expected to
yield a meager gain. The council
projects a $20,000 increase in park-
ing fees as a result of increasing daily
parking rates at the Fanwood train
station.

“There is no good news anywhere,”
Mayor Mahr stated, adding that it
was time to look at everything – in-
cluding salaries.

Ms. Dolce was strong in her con-
viction that the number of staff
members had to be reduced. She
said that the council did not have
“the luxury of eliminating a whole
department.”

“Maybe a five-man department of
public works is better than sacrificing
two police officers,” she added.

The council discussed hiring part-
time dispatchers to replace the full-
time police desk officer. Councilman
Bruce Walsh asked how many dis-
patchers would need to be hired, and
questioned whether the change would
actually save money. “The police chief
says it doesn’t make sense,” he said.

Ms. Dolce said that was “pushback”
and claimed that the council had
played “nicey–nice” too long and that
the dispatcher option deserved seri-
ous consideration.

Mayor Mahr cited the need to look
at capital projects that could be put
off as another way to cut costs, but
said that given the option, department
heads would likely recommend cut-
ting services first. The services-ver-
sus-layoffs debate continued with Mr.
Walsh countering, “We lay off police
– we lose revenue.”

Councilman Anthony Parenti, a
former Fanwood police chief, said
the current chief needed to do some
analysis for the council so that a deci-
sion could be made regarding the 21
full-time police officers the borough
employs. He needs to “show us it
won’t pay” to move to part-time dis-
patchers.

Governor Jon Corzine has stated
that aid cuts are designed to force
small municipalities to merge, to re-
duce expenditures. Addressing the
idea of merging with Scotch Plains,
Mr. Walsh said that any proposal to
consolidate further would have to be

“recommended by a consultant,” and
that it was not the job of department
heads to make any such recommen-
dations.

The mayor agreed, adding that in
order to seriously consider any con-
solidation proposal, the council has
“got to crunch the numbers and talk
to both sides.” Any further sharing of
services would be part of a “long-
term plan” to be considered over the
next three to five years, she said.

The council set a deadline of Fri-
day, May 2, for department heads to
report back with proposed cuts. The
council will then hold a public hear-
ing on Tuesday, May 6, to discuss the
proposals.

Ms. Wheeler said department heads
“have been very cooperative so far,”
and she expects them to continue to
work with the council as it deals with
the crisis. “We have been working
hard for Fanwood and our employ-
ees,” she added.

Since only a few residents attended
the meeting, Ms. Wheeler said she
wished for more participation from
the public as the council grapples
with the borough’s budget conun-
drum. She said the fiscal crisis of the
borough is not a Republican or Demo-
cratic issue — but one that all
Fanwood residents should be con-
cerned about.

2007. The total department budget,
including salaries for 744 positions,
is $46.2 million, an increase of $4.1
million over last year. Mr. Guzzo said
115 of those positions are paid through
county taxpayer dollars, with the rest
funded fully or partially with federal
and state grants.

Undersheriff Joe Cryan proposed a
$15.8 million sheriff’s department
budget, an increase of $959,331 over
last year, according to the executive
budget, mostly due to an increase in
salaries. He said through such pro-
grams as municipal prisoner trans-
ports to the county jail and the S.L.A.P.
(Sheriff’s Labor Assistance Program),
the sheriff’s office provided towns
with $3.9 million in “taxpayer sav-
ings.”

Board of Elections Deputy Admin-
istrator Dennis Kobitz noted, per a
May 18 hearing on a lawsuit brought
by a voter advocacy group, that a
judge will rule if the electronic ma-
chines used by Union County can be
used in the General Election in No-
vember. If the judge says the ma-
chines cannot be used, voters might
have to fill out paper ballots at the
polls. Sequoia Voting Systems manu-
factured the voting machines in Union
County, as well as most of the state.

Mr. Kobitz also said that State As-
semblyman Jerry Green (LD-22,
Plainfield) was asked by Assembly
Speaker Joe Roberts to merge several
pieces of legislation on moving school
elections from April to November.
He said the county would save money
if the elections were moved to No-
vember.

The combined budget for the board
of elections and the election division
of the county clerk is $4,049,563, an
increase of $845,857 over last year.
Officials said the county and towns
would be reimbursed by the state for
costs from the Presidential Primary,
one of the main reasons for the bud-
get increase.

Union County Executive Superin-
tendent of Schools Carmen Centuolo
requested a meeting with the free-
holders to discuss “consolidation” of
some school districts. Her office’s
budget request of $299,528 is $8,554
over last year. All but $12,500 of that
is for salaries. Part of her budget is
supported by county taxes, however,
Ms. Centuolo is a state employee
appointed by the governor.
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Fanwood Budget Woes

tive impact. Mr. Strauss said a number
of discussions on the matter were held
in recent months among council mem-
bers, the township legal team, members
of the public, and Bruce Eisenstein, a
consultant on cellular technology is-
sues retained by the zoning board of
adjustment to provide input on future
cell tower applications.

After a meeting during the winter
that included Mr. Strauss and Mrs.
Malool, township legal representatives
and Richard Samuel, who provided
legal advice to several residents con-
cerned about cell tower placement, it
was concluded that a new ordinance
prohibiting cell towers is not feasible
and could cause more harm than good.
Presently, all cell tower applications
must be reviewed and approved by the
zoning board.
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SP Council

Authorities Round Up
23 Gang Members

ELIZABETH — The Union
County Prosecutor’s Office an-
nounced on Tuesday a major take-
down of the “Almighty Latin Kings
and Queens Nation,” (aka the Latin
Kings criminal street gang) in Union
County.

Twenty-three members and asso-
ciates of the gang were taken into
custody Sunday night after a nine-
month investigation into the gang’s
activities. Over 300 members of law
enforcement and six SWAT teams
took part in the pre-dawn raids.

The investigation was done in con-
junction with the New Jersey State
Police, U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration, Division of Criminal
Justice, Union County Police and the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

SP-F District to Begin
Strategic Plan Process
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will conduct strategic planning for
the district over the next six to nine
months. The district is seeking to
involve all stakeholders in the plan-
ning of the district’s vision, beliefs,
mission, goals and objectives for the
next five years.

An introductory meeting has been
scheduled for Tuesday, May 6 at 7:30
p.m. in the Evergreen School’s multi-
purpose room to outline the role of
the board, administrators, staff and
community members in the process.

At the conclusion of each session,
volunteer sign-up sheets will be avail-
able for members of the public  to be
further involved in the process.

From The Westfield Leader Archives, Feb. 1, 2007
DWC BOARD CHANGE...Following Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC)
Chairman David Martone’s resignation from the board, Dominick Verdic pre-
pares to assume chairmanship. See story this page. The 2007 DWC board of
directors pictured, from left, are: Town Council liaison Sal Caruana, Lisa
Bertone-Marvin, Mr. Martone, Diane Barabas, Frank Arena, Mr. Verdic,  Town
Administrator James Gildea and Alan DeRose. Lee Hale is not pictured.

David Samsky for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEMOCRACY TAKES ROOT...Eighty downtown Westfield business and prop-
erty owners meet Tuesday night, pledging thousands of dollars to fight taxes and
parking fines increases.

WF Business Action Group
Forms, Opposes Fine Increases

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — A standing-room-
only crowd of about 80 downtown busi-
ness owners and landlords – many of
whom are also local residents – rallied,
Tuesday night, against a proposed in-
crease in municipal parking fines.

The event – held at Jersey Mike’s Subs,
operated by Norman and Carol Greco,
who organized the rally – resulted in the
formation of the Westfield Action Group.

Reached on Wednesday morning, Mr.
Greco said the “passionate” response from
attendees led to raising between $25,000
and $30,000 – $10,000 from one indi-
vidual alone.

Mr. Greco said the “inability and inef-
fectiveness” of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) and the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce (WACC)
has led to the situation.

“They (DWC, WACC) don’t help us,”
Mr. Greco said. “We have no advocate.
We need to be represented.”

He also laid blame on the town council.
“The council says the downtown is not

a concern of theirs. Well, let me tell you
– we exist, and we’re suffering,” Mr.
Greco added. “The town doesn’t do a
thing for us. They just want money from
us.”

Members of the Westfield Action
Group hope to involve additional col-
leagues and residents from across town in
self-funded initiatives, including explor-
ing a poster campaign, newspaper ads
and joint appearances at town meetings –
all aimed at opposing the town council’s
proposal to raise overtime parking fees
from the current $20 to $32, with a provi-
sion allowing for future increases up to
$50.

“This fight – and that’s what it is – is for
all of us,” said Mr. Greco.  He said the
town is “overzealous in its ticketing,”
which could turn Westfield into a “ghost
town.”

Local business people at Tuesday
night’s rally were eager to speak their
minds, as well.

Theresa Martinho of the Westfield Hair
Co. suggested exploring a class-action
lawsuit to block the town from increasing
parking fines “so drastically.”

“They’re ruining my business, and I’m
not going to lay down for it,” she said.

Downtown property owner Michael

Blancato said, “We have to work as part-
ners together to win this battle,” adding
that the mayor and council “live in an
ivory tower right now.”

“If this crowd ever showed up at city
hall, they would have a heart attack,” said
former business owner Tim Harrington.

Andrew Arkin of Adler’s Jewlers said,
“We’ll be done” if parking fines go up as
much as proposed.

Joe Spector, who owns the Leader
Store, said current parking fine enforce-
ment policies often result in a “negative
first experience” for people coming down-
town to shop.

“We’re shooting ourselves in the foot,”
he said.

Reached on Wednesday morning, Gary
Goodman, chairman of the WACC, said
the Chamber is in opposition to raising
the penalties on parking tickets.

He said the council “takes for granted
the viability of downtown Westfield” and
should not “play games with it.”

Downtown merchants said current
parking ticket enforcement policies are
discouraging employees, as well as cus-
tomers, from coming downtown.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky, reached
Wednesday morning, said the condition
of the state economy and the increases in
mandated costs has lead to decisions such
as the one to raise parking ticket fines.

On the threats of people, upon receiv-
ing tickets, not returning to town, the
mayor said he receives “one letter a year”
from a citizen saying he or she will not
come back to Westfield.

“I don’t think that’s a sign of a major
problem,” the mayor said.

In discussing next steps, Mr. Greco
said cash pledges made Tuesday night by
action group members will be collected in
a new bank account, while options for
creating a website, posters, public in-
volvement meeting attendance, and fol-
low-ups are planned.

Mr. Greco also said the group wants
the town to “roll back” the hourly parking
rate from 50 cents to the old 25 cents per
hour rate, noting that the higher rate was
enacted as part of subsequently cancelled
plans to build a downtown parking deck.

Overall, when commenting Wednes-
day morning, Mr. Greco said the evening
was an inspiring success.

“I was impressed…a baby was born, so
to speak,” he said. “I’m very excited.”


