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The Choral Art Society of New Jersey 

                                          performs 

           HAYDN’S  MASS IN B MINOR  

                           “Theresienmesse” 
         10:00-11:00 PM on April 18

th
  and April 25

th
         

                        on COMCAST TV Channel 26 

Troupe of Friends
Presents Brevity…

WESTFIELD – Troupe of Friends,
a local non-profit company dedicated
to bringing free plays to Westfield,
will present a free hour of comedy
under the generous sponsorship of
The Westfield Recreation Depart-
ment.

Brevity is the Soul of Wit is a one-
hour compendium of comedy, music
and Shakespeare, including “Who’s
on First?” by Abbott and Costello,
“Alone and Forsaken” by Hank Wil-
liams, and The Dear Departed by
Stanley Houghton.

Two performances are scheduled
for tomorrow, Friday, April 18, at 7
p.m. and Saturday, April 19, at 3 p.m.
in the community room at town hall,
located at 425 East Broad Street.

The show features Ken and Susan
Bigelow, Julie Fetter, Sara Hedgepeth,
Joe and Elizabeth Penczak, with Tom
Schaefer rounding out the cast of
Westfield residents.

This is the fourth production by
Troupe of Friends, following suc-
cessful outdoor performances of Com-
edy of Errors, Waiting for Godot, and
Twelfth Night.

Admission is free, no tickets are
necessary, and the town hall commu-
nity room on East Broad Street is
handicapped accessible.

NOT DEAD YET...Susan Bigelow, Tom Schaefer and Julie Fetter rehearse a scene
from The Dear Departed, a free presentation by Troupe of Friends that will be featured
Friday at 7 p.m. and Saturday at 3 p.m. in the community room at town hall.

Playwrighting Process
Involves Setting Aside Ego

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION – Not everyone’s ego can
accept constructive criticism, but for
three playwrights whose work has made
it to the finals of the Premiere Stages’
2008 Play Festival, constructive feed-
back is just part of the long process in
getting a play produced.

In fact, the 350 playwrights who
submitted plays (or synopses of their
work) to be considered for possible
presentation in the summer season and
eventually a full production by Pre-
miere Stages at Kean University were
told that working with a panel of evalu-
ators, rewriting and even more rewrit-
ing was part of the deal.

“Our playwrights have to be willing
to continue to work on the play,” John
Wooten, producing artistic director of
Premiere Stages Theater, said.

From April 10 to 12, Kean
University’s Premiere Stages hosted
its professional readings of the three
finalists: A View of the Harbor by
Richard Dresser, The Big Tent by
Glen Merzer and Madison by
Guillermo Reyes.

At last Thursday evening’s presenta-
tion of The Big Tent, an intimate and
interested group of theatre supporters
gathered in the auditorium of Univer-
sity Center Little Theatre at Kean Uni-

versity for the event, which featured
eight actors, a bare stage (except for
chairs) and minimal lighting.

Mr. Wooten was pleased with the
“talkback” – a post-reading feedback
session of attendees, comprised of “loyal
patrons, students from Kean, recipients
of our postcard mailing list and an e-
mail blast.”

Mr. Wooten added, “The audience’s
reaction was great. They listened, were
engaged and offered insightful, thought-
ful comments.”

Westfield Community Players mem-
ber Linda Giuditta was in the audience
with her daughter, ready to give feed-
back via the survey distributed to at-
tendees.

“This is an excellent way for play-
wrights to get their work critiqued,” she
explained. She and her daughter have
regularly attended plays at the univer-
sity.

“They do wonderful work here at
Premiere Stages,” Ms Giuditta contin-
ued, “and it’s right here under our noses.
It’s easy to get to, great parking and a
lovely theater.”

Although the playwright himself
couldn’t attend the reading because of
a writing project in California, copious
notes were taken for him.

One insightful senior citizen at the
talkback ventured, “There’s lots of im-
portant past stuff going on. I’d like to
see some of it on stage.”

Mr. Wooten, an award-winning play-
wright himself, is overseeing the whole
process for the selection of the top play.

Other members of the judging panel
make up what he calls a “good mix” of
theatre professionals, an artistic direc-
tor, dramaturges and last year’s win-
ning playwright.

“The next step in this process of
selection will be for the panel to meet
this weekend,” Mr. Wooten said. “We’ll
give the artists the feedback they need
and then make more decisions on which
play will be the ultimate winner.”

A cash prize is awarded to the three
finalists. The play selected for full pro-
duction is awarded $2,000; the play
selected for the June reading is awarded
$750, and the runner-up is awarded
$500.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREMIERE QUALITY…John Wooten, producing artistic director of Premiere
Stages Theater, left, talks with the professional actors on stage and the audience
members after Thursday night’s reading of The Big Tent by Glen Merzer, one of
the finalists in Premiere Stages’ 2008 Play Festival held at Kean University.

NJ and Tom Perrotta –
Perfect Together, Again

By LINDA B. CONDRILLO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

GARWOOD – The Kenilworth Se-
nior Citizens Center felt more like a
large family reunion on April 2 when
Tom Perrotta walked into the room.

The critically acclaimed, 46-year-
old author and Academy Award nomi-
nee, originally from Garwood, held an

intimate discussion and book signing
for some of his biggest fans – friends,
family and former teachers and class-
mates from David Brearley High
School.

The Kenilworth Public Library
sponsored the event through an ar-
rangement with Barnes & Noble of
Clark. The bookseller provided copies
of a half-dozen works by Mr. Perrotta
– many of which contain familiar ref-
erences to the local area – for pur-
chase.

In 2006, the novelist who now lives
near Boston, received an Oscar nomi-
nation for Best Writing and Best
Adapted Screenplay for Little Chil-
dren, the film based on his New York
Times best-selling novel.

His earlier book, “Election,” pub-
lished in 1998, was also adapted into a
feature film starring Matthew
Broderick and Reese Witherspoon. It,
too, received a number of prestigious
awards, including an Oscar nomina-
tion for Best Writing and Best Screen-
play Based on Material Previously
Produced or Published.

The son of Sue and the late Joseph
Perrotta, Mr. Perrotta did not become
a success as a novelist overnight. After
graduating from Yale in 1983, he
worked part time, teaching at his alma
mater and at Harvard.

“The world of writing is a difficult
path,” Mr. Perrotta told the audience of
about 100 familiar faces at the book
signing.

Between teaching positions and oc-
casional ghost writing for a popular
teenage book series, he said, “I had
become a disciplined writer in the
little spaces I had free at the time. And,
I managed to acquire a skill.”

In 1994, he had three novels fin-
ished – lying somewhere in a box in
his basement with an envelope full of

rejection letters. Then, a small publish-
ing company picked up “Bad Haircut:
Stories from the Seventies.” He re-
marked, “That got the energy going.”

More success followed, with the re-
lease of the movie version of “Elec-
tion” in 1999. Mr. Perrotta’s mother,
who still resides in Garwood, told The
Westfield Leader and The Times, “His

father was very excited to see his son’s
name on the big screen.”

The Leader/ Times, in a telephone
interview following the event, asked
Mr. Perrotta what was it like to be

nominated for an Academy Award for
Little Children.

He told the newspaper, “The [an-
nouncement] ceremony is televised live
in LA. I purposely didn’t watch it and
waited for the producer to call me. I
knew we were in the mix, and while it
would be exciting to hear it [live], it
would be a drag if it wasn’t called.”

Little Children was nominated for
three Oscars and three Golden Globes.
Both Little Children and Election won

awards in numerous other notable film
festivals.

And how did it feel to be at the
Oscars? Mr. Perrotta said, “It’s such a
big production – the Golden Globes
were much more fun. It was like being
at someone’s wedding, except the
guests are Meryl Streep and Jack
Nicholson.”

Before reading a passage from
“Little Children” at the book signing,
Mr. Perrotta remarked that driving
down Kenilworth Boulevard was a
little like “taking a walk down culi-
nary memory lane,” treating the audi-
ence to his mental image of “the per-
fect submarine sandwich,” conjured
up from his memories at Mr. Sub.

Sharing vignettes of his high school
days with a boyish grin, Mr. Perrotta
confessed to the audience that the
summer of his sophomore year, he
had swiped a copy of “Nine Modern
Short Novels” from his English class.

He joked that, unlike other students
who might have taken books home
without returning them, he had actu-
ally read the stories, and many had left
an enormous impression on him.

After the reading a chapter entitled
“The Prom King” from “Little Chil-
dren,” Mr. Perrotta answered ques-
tions about his life as a writer, gra-
ciously taking four or five “last ones”
before signing copies of his books,
including early titles such as “Joe Col-
lege,” “Bad Hair Day” and “The Wish-
bones.”

Mr. Perrotta’s most recent book,
“The Abstinence Teacher,” released in
2007, is a novel about “sex education
and the culture wars.”

Mr. Perrotta noted that he spent two
years writing “The Abstinence
Teacher” and one year writing the
script. It is currently under develop-

ment with the husband/wife directors
of Little Miss Sunshine.

He said, “The challenge is to cap-
ture the spirit of the work, cinemati-
cally. And added, “I’d rather have a
talented director put a different spin
on my work than a mediocre direc-
tor make a faithful version [to the
novel].”

Note to Tom: Your English teacher
called; she said she wants her book
back – autographed.

Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WHO SAID YOU CAN’T GO HOME AGAIN…? Author, screenwriter and
David Brearley alum Tom Perrotta was the recent guest speaker at the Kenilworth
Senior Citizens Center on April 2. The former New Jersey resident, who now
resides outside of Boston, read passages from his book “Little Children,” which
was adapted into an Academy Award-nominated film starring Kate Winslet and
Jackie Earle Haley (see picture below). After the reading, Mr. Perrotta answered
questions from the audience — many of whom were former teachers, friends and
family members, including his mom, Sue Perrotta of Garwood, pictured above.

Photo Courtesy of Chuck Rose/ Filmmakers Symposium
SUFFER THE LITTLE CHILDREN...Based on the acclaimed novel by Tom
Perrotta, Little Children follows the family life of young, unfulfilled suburbanites,
Sarah (Kate Winslet) and Brad (Patrick Wilson), whose mundane lives intersect
on the playgrounds, town pools and streets of their small community.

. . .MAKE THEM

  UNFORGETTABLE

Saturday, April 19th  11am - 3pm

TRUNK SHOW
New Spring Charms Available

FREE Silver Pandora Bracelet with $150 Purchase
(limit first 100 customers)

mon-sat 10-6; sun 12-5; thurs till 8

the farmhouse store
like no other store in Westfield

pottery – jewelry – glass – metal – textiles – wood – paper

221 North Ave East
Westfield

908-654-0444
 www.thefarmhousestore.com

                          Witches Ball

Glass witches balls have been used for

home protection against evil spirits

and witches spells for centuries.

The bad spirits are drawn into

the beauty of the glass and

are snared in the strands

inside protecting the

home from harm!

$28.99 each


