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Linda B. Condrillo for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL THAT JAZZ…Deerfield middle school musician Dennis Sobol looks over a
selection of music before performing a concert on March 31 with the newly formed
Jazz Band, under the direction of John Ondrey, music teacher at David Brearley
High School. Funding for the band was provided by a grant through The
Mountainside Education Foundation. Also shown is Jeanette Baubles, principal
of the Mountainside district’s middle school.
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Unearthing Billy Joel’s

‘Cold Spring Harbor’ (1971)
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For my inaugural Vic’s Picks column,
I raved about Billy Joel’s “My Lives,” a
then brand new box set that mined the
prolific New Yorker’s ginormous back
catalogue and random recordings and
unearthed gems from his teenage rock-
band days and tons of covers and demos
from the years that followed.

Now, in my return from hiatus, I’d
like to start at the beginning. Billy’s
inconspicuous start – 1971’s “Cold
Spring Harbor” – in some ways also
deserves to be unearthed. The record
debut didn’t do much to further Billy’s
career, through no fault of his own.
Family Productions, Billy’s first record
company, mastered it at the wrong
speed, so the album’s original imprint
sounds warped and warbled.

Actually, the whole process was such
a disaster that Billy left New York and
went to California to hide from an
oppressive record contract. On the West
Coast, he got by playing piano in bars,
collecting tips and anecdotes that would
eventually form the basis for a little
song that everybody knows – “Piano
Man.”

But thanks to the magic of remaster-
ing, listeners can now enjoy “Cold
Spring Harbor” almost as it was meant
to be heard (the producer took a few
liberties, remixing some songs with
different drum tracks and shaving three
minutes off one cut). And even if one’s
music collection harbors every one of
the Piano Man’s official albums and
then some, his rookie effort is one of his
finest.

“Cold Spring Harbor” kicks off with
the original recording of “She’s Got a
Way.” The famous version actually
comes from 1981’s “Songs in the At-
tic,” a collection on which Billy revisits
some of his lesser-known songs from
the 70’s. The original is a bit more
reserved, and what’s so striking is how
young his voice sounds. Billy’s won-
derful worn-in vocal quality is so fa-
mous that it’s always a surprise to hear
the freshness of his 22-year-old pipes.

The album’s parting thought comes
in a track before its last song. “Noc-
turne” is a solo-piano instrumental re-
flection that closes with a whisper and

subtly captures Billy’s innate intuition
with the piano. It’s a simple melody,
but his hands turn it into a comforting
lullaby. Long before he forayed into
classical music with “Fantasies and
Delusions” (his 2001 album of compo-
sitions for solo piano), “Nocturne”
quietly reveals that this young pop singer
has levels of sensibility and substance
that would flavor a unique musical
presence for the next 30-plus years.

In between are songs that have re-
mained in relative obscurity – none
made his greatest-hits compilations, but
some of them should have. “Falling of
the Rain” is an incredible slice of so-
phisticated pop. Billy’s voice glides
over one of his best piano accompani-
ments ever – his hands create the falling
rain he sings about in already-mature
lyrical reflections. He flexes his vocal
range on the propulsive “Everybody
Loves You Now,” digging into the song’s
best phrases with his now-characteris-
tic grit.

“Cold Spring Harbor” marks the be-
ginning of an extraordinary career.
Though the album’s original release
didn’t exactly make him famous, its
songs contain the seeds for more than
three decades of smart, provocative pop
music. And even back at the start, the
pre-piano-bars Piano Man was writing
and singing some of the best stuff
around.

* * * *
Looking ahead, a two-date mid-July

event – “Last Play at Shea” – will make
Billy the first musician to play at the
Mets’ Shea Stadium more than once
and the last musician to rock the sta-
dium before it closes at the end of this
baseball season.

To get my own celebration going, I’m
counting down by savoring one Billy
album (excluding greatest-hits compila-
tions and bootlegs) each week until July
16. “Cold Spring Harbor” was last week’s
flavor of the week, so as you read this
I’m listening to “Piano Man.” But
whether you’ll be joining me out in left
field for this special concert event or not,
taking a retrospective of the Piano Man’s
entire catalogue might be a fun adven-
ture – there’s a lot to celebrate.
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A fun filled interactive art workshop experience

For Children, Teens & Adults . . . All Levels Welcome

SPRING / SUMMER SESSIONS FORMING

(908) 654-5663
500 North Avenue East, Westfield

A TOUR OF
NOTABLE
HOMES

Saturday, May 10, 2008
Homes Open 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

REFRESHMENTS ◆ LIVE MUSIC 
RAFFLE ◆ PLANT SALE

Westfield Ticket Outlets:
Burgdorff Realtors ◆ Coldwell Banker Realtors ◆ Weichert Realtors

Baron’s Drug Store ◆ The Town Book Store 
The Town Bank of Westfield, South Ave & Elm St.

Westfield Symphony Orchestra Office

Tickets Also Available At:
Irma’s Hallmark, Fanwood ◆ Periwinkle’s Fine Gifts, Cranford 

Christoffers Flowers, Mountainside

Ticket Prices: $25 in advance
$30 day of the tour

Presented by
The Friends of the Westfield Symphony

To Benefit the
WESTFIELD SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA ◆ 908.232.9400

Posters Underwritten by                           185 Elm Street, Westfield (908) 654-7777

Connect with Nature
At Wildlife Sunday, April 20
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
will present the 18th annual Wildlife
Sunday at Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in Mountainside on April
20, from noon to 5 p.m.

Featured this year is “Flight of the
Raptor” at 12:30 and 3 p.m. Falconer
Jennifer Pena will share her knowl-
edge of the natural history of birds of
prey, their nesting habits, hunting ad-
aptations, flight patterns and more.

Live raptors on display may in-
clude saker and peregrine falcons, a
Harris’ hawk, an American kestrel, a
screech owl and a gyrfalcon.

The indoor presentation will be
followed by a flight demonstration
(weather permitting). For those who
have never seen these birds up close,
this presentation is not to be missed.

Vinnie Reo, of Wolf Visions, will
give an illustrated presentation,
entitled “The Way of the Wolf,” at
1:45 p.m. Mr. Reo will dispel the
myths and legends of the “Big, Bad
Wolf” and explain the importance of
this keystone species in maintaining
a balanced ecosystem. After the

presentation, you can visit the Wolf
Visions display outside to meet a live
wolf.

Visitors are encouraged to learn
about local conservation efforts at the
displays of the Sierra Club and the
National Wild Turkey Federation.

Additionally, Friends of the Great
Swamp, the Greater Watchung Na-
ture Club and the Friends of Lenape
Park will provide educational table
displays. Wildlife related art and gifts
will be available for sale throughout
the afternoon.

Children and adults can enjoy a
guided nature walk to discover the
sights and sounds of spring or join a
member of the Greater Watchung Na-
ture Club on a bird-watching walk.
Free face painting will be available.
Children’s crafts will be offered for
an additional fee.

Admission to Wildlife Sunday is
$3 per person; children ages 6 and
younger are admitted free. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located
at 452 New Providence Road.

For information, call (908) 789-
3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.

Library Friends Offer
Museum Pass Program

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Getting admitted,
gratis, to some of the area’s most pres-
tigious museums is now as easy as
checking out a book at the Westfield
Memorial Library (WML).

WML cardholders and members of
the Friends of the Library (FOL) can
now visit 10 area museums at no charge
by “checking out” passes to the muse-
ums at the library’s circulation desk.

The New Jersey museums involved
in the Museum Pass program include
Adventure Aquarium in Camden, Gar-
den State Discovery Museum in Cherry
Hill, Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton,
Montclair Art Museum and the New
Jersey Children’s Museum in Paramus.

The following New York City Muse-
ums are also part of the Museum Pass
program: the American Museum of
Natural History, Children’s Museum
of Manhattan, Frick Collection, Mor-
gan Library and Museum and
Guggenheim Museum.

In addition, many of the museums
that are part of the WML Museum
Pass Program are also part of the
American Children’s Museum recip-
rocal network and the Art Museum
reciprocal network.

These reciprocal networks allow
museum pass holders to visit more
than one museum with the same pass.

“The library is very excited about
beginning this family-friendly initia-
tive, and we are very grateful to the
Friends for sponsoring it. Families
will be able to visit some of the most
outstanding museums in the area at
substantial savings,” said Philip Is-
rael, director of WML.

“The Westfield Library offers a
wide variety of programs and ser-
vices, but I am certain that the Mu-
seum Pass Program will become one
of Westfield’s favorites,” he contin-
ued.

Lauren Ryan, head of Adult Services
at WML agrees. “The new passes will
entice Westfield patrons to explore some
of the world’s greatest museums. We
appreciate the Friends for generously
funding the program,” she commented.

Depending on its success, the Mu-
seum Pass Program may be renewed
annually, according to Ms. Ryan

Each participating museum has its

own rules and guidelines concerning
its pass.

Each museum pass admits a specific
number of adults and children. Some
passes must be returned to the library,
while others are “single use” and do not
have to be returned.

Only patrons in good standing at the
library and not holding outstanding
fines or fees are eligible to check out a
museum pass. The passes – offered on
a first-come, first-served basis – may be
kept for four days.

Failure to return a pass within the
allotted time will result in a fine of $10
per day.

Patrons will be charged for a new
museum pass in the event of loss.

Linnea Rhodes – a co-president of
the FOL, who researched the museums
and helped organize the Museum Pass
program – sees WML as being a leader
in bringing this type of service to its
patrons.

“There are very few libraries in
New Jersey that offer this type of
program, so we are pretty much set-
ting a new precedent for libraries
here,” she said.

“The mission of the FOL is to find
ways to help WML help the commu-
nity,” she continued.

Treating families to the museum
experience is a good way to do this.

“What’s especially valuable is that
there are so many child-friendly in-
stitutions in this program that the
Friends of the Library have put to-
gether. If this had been available to
me when I was raising my own kids,
I would have been thrilled,” said Kathy
Muhm, WML assistant director and
coordinator of youth services.

Museum representatives are just as
enthusiastic about the program.

“We are happy to support organi-
zations that promote activities for chil-
dren,” said Judy Rozjabek, group co-
ordinator for the New Jersey
Children’s Museum in Paramus.

“We were very interested in the
Museum Pass Program because lit-
eracy is a big part of our mission,”
said Kelly Lyons, director of the Gar-
den State Discovery Museum in
Cherry Hill.

More information about WML’s
Museum Pass program is available
on the library’s website at wmlnj.org.

By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

RAHWAY – Just like a mirrored
disco ball, Boys’ Life by Howard
Korder gives protracted and tiny
glimpses of what it was like to be a
male in the 1980’s.

The play is Alliance Repertory
Theater Company’s second produc-
tion of the season, presented at its
new home, the beautifully renovated
Union County Performing Arts Cen-
ter in Rahway.

The two-act play centers around
three former col-
lege roommates
who get together
periodically to
catch up on the
details of their un-
happy lives. Cases
of beer are con-
sumed, and more
than one stash of
weed is smoked
while reminiscing,
planning and phi-
losophizing.

Like the snip-
pets of light from
that ubiquitous
dance ball, the play is a mere glimpse
of life through vignettes of these
young men and their relationships
with women.

They do battle with a range of top-
ics, including low self-esteem, con-
fusion of dating rituals, self-aware-
ness and social correctness.

But the familiar excuse “boys will
be boys,” unfortunately, is not enough
to excuse this play, which focuses on
the narcissism of these men, who are
nothing more than 20-something ba-
bies looking for validation and sup-
port.

Ultimately, while the performances
are admirable and the direction strong,
the play’s characters fail to change,
and the audience is left with little
more than feelings of apathy towards
the overall piece.

Understandably, the characters are
supposed to be despicable by nature,
but their lack of growth makes it even
more difficult to find redeeming quali-
ties.

The central character, Jack, a
spoiled brat, is married but always on
the prowl.

He is a cad with a capital “C,”
especially during a playground scene
in which he tries to pick up a female

jogger in the park while pretending
his son can be dropped off at home
easily if she is game to spend time
with him.

Don, the second character, is not
much better – with his phony pick-up
lines – or Phil, the third of the trio,
who spends much of his time passed
out.

The female characters are not much
more likeable. Maggie, a marathon
runner who takes a breather in the
park, tells Jack, a total stranger with
whom she has just gotten high, “I

don’t want to help
people. I say I do,
but I really don’t.”

The play was
nominated for a
Pulitzer Prize,
which only means
it was a very lean
year of choices.

Despite Alliance
Repertory Theatre
Company’s choice
of this vapid piece,
in which no one
learns or develops,
there are nice per-
formances from

Matt McCarthy as Jack, Michael Mattie
as Phil and Scott Tyler as Don. The
actors do a commendable job capturing
their characters’ unhappy lives. But
when the script does not give them
anywhere to go, what can they do?

The female actors who play oppo-
site the pathetic male characters —
Vikki Massulli (Lisa), Lilli Marques
(Carla), Quinn Warren (Karen), Ibby
Cizmar (Maggie) and Anna Lamadrid
(Girl) do their level best to bring
energy and credibility to the scenes.

There is solid direction by Paul
Zeller, who breaks the gigantic stage
into three staging areas. Authentic-
looking costumes by Lilli Marques
utilize open-collared shirts paired with
polyester jackets and girls with big
hair and leg warmers à la Flash Dance.

To their credit, the actors maintain
fast repartee.

In one scene, Jack tells his pal that
it is not realistic for them to have
feelings.

“We’re men, Don. We do terrible
things. We can’t promise to be better
because we won’t.”

And he is right. The bits of mir-
rored reflection in the play, like that
dance floor ball, keep going round
and round without purpose.

‘Boys’ Need More Than Just to Grow Up
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Susan Dougherty for The Leader and The Times
PICK-UP LINES GONE WILD…Don
(Scott Tyler) in Boys’ Life by Howard
Korder tries to pick up Lisa (Vikki
Massulli) with some cheesy lines.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Photographers Travel ‘Out
West’ at Summit Galleries

By MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The galleries inside
the Bouras Properties Building in Sum-
mit serve as the setting for a three-
person exhibit of American southwest-
ern and western–themed photography.

Harold Kuskin of Bernardsville,
Nancy Ori of Berkeley Heights and
Andrea Ewald, formerly of Westfield,
take part in the exhibit, titled “Out
West.”

Ms. Ewald, who recently relocated
to the San Francisco Bay area, curated
the show, which focuses on photo-
graphs of New Mexico, Arizona and
California.

All of the images
in the exhibit were
taken during a
weeklong photog-
raphy workshop,
taught by Ms. Ori,
in New Mexico
during October
2005. Mr. Kuskin
was also a student
at the same work-
shop.

“It was my first on-location work-
shop that lasted more than a day, and I
thoroughly enjoyed it,” Ms. Ewald
said.

Many of Ms. Ewald’s photographs
in “Out West” have a sand-swept feel,
which allows for her work to be some-
what of a marriage of southwest color
and architecture.

In “Diagonals,” an adobe–colored
structure dominates the image but com-
petes with a small “sliver” of a meadow
and stripes created by the shadows of
overhead frames.

Some of her other pieces require the
viewer to make inferences. They prove
that things are not always what they
seem.

Her “Heavy Duty Shopping,” for
example, tricks the mind into thinking
it is viewing large shopping bags with
handles, similar to those given out by
department stores.

In essence, according to the photog-
rapher, it is a photograph of sand-
colored slabs of concrete with metal
standing in for the shopping bags’
handles.

Part of the wall surrounding the
church of San Francisco de Asis at
Rancho de Taos is depicted in “Steps

to Nowhere,” an image in which the
adobe color once again predominates.

“I can find something to photograph
almost anywhere, but coming to the
southwest was special because of the
colors and the light there and the beauty
of the adobe architecture,” said Ms.
Ewald.

Each artist’s work is shown in a
separate gallery area, making it easy
for the viewer to study the merits of
each collection without distraction.

One of Mr. Kuskin’s photographic
signatures is the ability to make smaller
segments of sizeable areas appear as
large landscapes.

This is seen in
“Dune Crater” and
“Dune Waves,”
among others.

Ms. Ori’s contri-
butions to “Out
West” demonstrate
an exceptional jux-
taposition of color
and architecture.

A leader of pho-
tography work-

shops in New Mexico for more than 20
years, Ms. Ori’s eye for both the gran-
diose, such as in “White Rock Over-
look,” as well as the everyday, as in
“Chilies and Pumpkins,” allows her
unique interpretations to add additional
reverence to her subject matter.

 “Out West” will be on display at the
Bouras Galleries until April 25.

The gallery can be found inside the
Bouras Properties Building, located at
25 DeForest Avenue in Summit.

The Bouras Properties Building has
been spotlighting the work of New
Jersey artists for approximately seven
years, according to Kassandra Romas,
managing director for Bouras Proper-
ties.

Bouras Properties retains a small
percentage of any sale that results from
an exhibit at its galleries.

A portion of these proceeds is do-
nated to Overlook Hospital in Sum-
mit, and the remaining funds are used
to maintain the gallery areas.

The Bouras Galleries are open to
the public by appointment only during
regular business hours.

To make an appointment, call Linda
Cole at (908) 277-6054. Parking is
available in the municipal parking lot
across the street.

Nancy Ori’s “Cottonwoods”


