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Carol Tener
Sales Associate

Burgdorff ERA’s highest and most prestigious award

–The President’s Council Award –
An honor reserved for the top 17 sales associates in a company of over 700 

T his award separates leaders from the rest. At Burgdorff ERA, our leaders are
given the most distinguished honor, membership into the President’s Council.

They surpassed industry standards and reached the pin-
nacle of success. These fine professionals demon-
strate the integrity, commitment to service and excellence
that are the hallmark of Burgdorff ERA. The President’s
Council embodies the ideal of the Burgdorff Vision and
defines “extraordinary professionals exceeding expectations.”

It is a distinct privilege to introduce Carol Tener into
the 2008 Burgdorff ERA President’s Council. 

We applaud and congratulate you!

Pat Hoferkamp, President and COO

Westfield Office
600 North Avenue West, Westfield, NJ 07090

Direct Phone: 908-233-2243 
Cell Phone: 908-400-3670

Carol-Tener@burgdorff.com
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC.

www.burgdorff.com/Carol-Tener

New Jersey Taxpayers Association
President Questions School Spending
Well it must be spring as evidenced by

the recent outpouring of editorials pro-
moting the need to increase school spend-
ing in New Jersey. While I fully respect
there are at least two sides to any given
issue, it’s always interesting to observe
just how far the rhetoric gets stretched as
the annual school budget votes approach.

One editorial contends that “Now, more
than ever, upcoming school budgets must
be passed on April 15.” I’m just curious,
why now more than ever? Was all that
money we’ve spent in the past years not
enough? And how about the coming
years? Will this year’s increase be enough,
particularly where student populations
are flat or declining? Are we to assume in
these areas that there will be a decrease?

What is the right amount we should be
spending to publicly educate our chil-
dren? Is it $10,000, $20,000 or $50,000
per student? I think we all agree that our
children deserve a quality education but
at what cost? As parents and citizens, we
have a responsibility to teach our chil-
dren the value of a dollar and more
importantly, the consequences of deci-
sions based on greed and gluttony.

These individuals and groups are wag-
ing a campaign of domination and guilt
with mantras of “it’s all for the children.”
Compounding the problem is the all too
often condescending attitude and criti-
cism of anyone expressing an opinion
contrary to theirs. Enough is enough.

As president of the New Jersey Tax-
payers Association, I feel compelled to
go-on-record with our position on school
spending. NJTA believes excessive
spending is frivolous and a drain on our
society. However, we strongly support
and will lobby hard to ensure a quality
education for every child in our State.
There must be accountability, particu-
larly when there is no documentation
that supports more spending results in
better academic outcomes.

In the past 30 years in NJ, per-pupil
spending has doubled (adjusted for in-
flation), but there has been ‘no’ im-
provement in average proficiency in read-
ing and math on state assessment; no
improvement in graduation rates; no im-
provement in SAT scores; and no real
narrowing of the racial/ethnic achieve-
ment gap.

Over the past 20 years pupil-teacher
ratios in NJ fell from 15 to 12.4 students,
yet the smaller classes did not improve
academic outcomes.

Per-pupil spending went from $8,403
in the 1985/1986 school year to $15,155
(the highest in the United States) with no
improvement in academic outcomes.

Add in state paid teacher’s pensions,
retiree health care, and the employer’s
share of FICA and the costs approach
$18,000 in the suburbs and $25,000 in
the Abbots. None of these costs show up
in a local district’s budget.

When you count only the students who
can pass the state’s High School Gradua-
tion Exam, NJ ranks 24 in the U.S., not 1

as is claimed in the NJEA TV ads.
Average teacher salaries hit $61,551

in 2007/2008, the highest in the U.S.
Despite a sharp increase in spending,

average composite SAT scores went from
995 in 1987 to just 1005 in 2007. That
left NJ ranking 37th among all 50 states.

On average, increases in local school
budgets have exceeded double the rate
of inflation.

NJ has the highest per capita public
debt in the nation, including unfunded
liabilities of $25 billion for the pension
fund and $58 billion for retirement medi-
cal benefits.

So there are the facts on the true cost
of education in New Jersey. It is incum-
bent upon all of us to seriously examine
our local school budgets and to make
sure that our hard-earned tax dollars are
being invested fairly and responsibly.

For more information, please see
njtaxes.org.

Jerry Cantrell, President
New Jersey Taxpayers Association

More Letters to the Editor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY BOARD

OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS
NOTICE OF CONTRACT AWARD

Date Adopted: 4/10/08
Public Notice is hereby given that the

Union County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers has awarded a contract without com-
petitive bidding as a Professional Service
pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:11-5(1)(a)(i). This
contract and the resolution authorizing it is
available for public inspection in the Office
of the Clerk of the Board.

RESOLUTION NO: 2008-344
amending (Resolution No. 2007-603)
AWARDED TO: Trinitas Hospital,

Elizabeth, New Jersey
SERVICES TO: in order to add addi-

tional funding to cover a portion of the
outstanding medical bills resulting in the
mandatory care and treatment of Union
County inmates

PERIOD: January 1, 2007-December
31, 2007

COSTS: in an amount not to exceed
$600,000

Nicole L. DiRado, Clerk
of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

1 T - 4/17/08, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Iraq War Put State,
Nation Into Recession
As millions of New Jersey citizens file

their income taxes, we want to bring
attention to the tax they are paying for a
war, which has cost New Jersey and our
country so dearly. The human and eco-
nomic costs of the Iraq war have been
enormous.

As we enter the sixth and most expen-
sive year yet in the war in Iraq, it’s time to
expose the unseen costs of Bush’s singu-
lar focus on the war in Iraq on the New
Jersey’s economy, schools, health care,
energy independence and real security.
Instead of continuing to pour our state’s
blood and resources into war in Iraq, New
Jersey citizens are demanding investment
in priorities here at home and a focus on
real security.

Already New Jersey citizens have paid
$23.9 billion. Economists say President
Bush’s reckless Iraq war will cost the
U.S. at least $3 trillion and will inflict
lasting damage to our economy for de-
cades to come. While President Bush and
Congressman Ferguson remain singularly
focused on the Iraq war, we have slipped
into what most Americans say is a reces-
sion. Nearly two-thirds of Americans –
68 percent – believe that the best way to
get the country out of recession is to get
out of Iraq, according to an Associated
Press-Ipsos poll published last month.

With the U.S. hemorrhaging $12 bil-
lion each month on the war in Iraq, it’s
long past time to cast aside Bush’s mis-
placed priorities. Now that the fallout of
those misplaced priorities is clear, we
have the urgency and the numbers we
need to finally force an end to this war.

Crystal Snedden
NJ Citizen Action, Newark

COLDWELL BANKER
EX PE R I E N C E,  TRU S T,  RE L I A B I L I T Y SE RV I C E&

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 2004-2007
Platinum Level: 2003-2007        Direct Dial: 908-301-2038
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#1 Listing Agent Westfield Office - 2004-2007
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926 Ripley Avenue, Westfield
$549,900

Deceivingly spacious 4+ Bedroom 2 ½ bath Manor
Park Colonial.  Numerous recent improvements thru-
out enhance this front porch home featuring a Living
Room w/fplc with granite hearth; Formal Dining Room;
updated Kitchen; first floor Family Room and Den and
a great Recreation Room and powder room in the
basement.  The 1 car Garage and many updates to
exterior including most newer windows, newer cedar
steps and railing, new driveway and paver walk and
patio complete the package.  Great location close to
pool and playground.

Thank You Westfield for Your Support
Passing the School Budget

On behalf of the Board of Education
and administration of the Westfield Pub-
lic Schools, I want to thank the commu-
nity for approving the 2008-2009 school
budget. The budget passed by a nearly 2-
1 margin, with 2,553 “yes” and 1,352
“no” votes. The voter turnout was almost
20 percent. We were very pleased with
this outcome, especially given that the
board seats were uncontested.

The district worked hard to develop a
budget that both preserves the quality of
education that most of us moved here for
and presents the community with a rea-
sonable tax increase. Our priorities in
developing this budget were controlling
costs and retaining essential academic,
co- and extra-curricular programs that
meet student needs. Department costs
and individual school budgets were held
to last year’s spending levels. Changing
health insurance carriers, reducing en-
ergy usage and sharing services with sur-
rounding communities contained costs.
We postponed curricular initiatives and
eliminated more than a dozen non-in-
structional positions.

During this time of economic uncer-
tainty and mandated state and federal
constraints, it is gratifying that the com-
munity supported our effort to construct a
fair and reasonable school budget.

Many people helped to pass this bud-
get; we owe thanks to the Budget Task
Force, chaired by Cindy Morgan, as well
as the Parent Teacher Council and PTOs.
Also assisting were the Westfield Educa-
tion Association who mailed reminders,
and called fellow NJEA members,
homeroom parents and WHS National
Honor Society students who made nu-
merous voting reminder phone calls and
Coldwell Banker who allowed use of
their phones.

Congratulations to Ann Cary, Alice
Hunnicutt, and Gary McCready on be-
ginning their next three-year terms on the
Board. All three add tremendous value to
our Board, and we’re lucky to have their
energy and ability working to benefit the
district.

Thank you, Westfield, for your con-
tinuing support of public education. Strong
public schools enhance the quality of life
in a community and can make a town
more attractive to prospective homebuyers
and business investors. Most important,
quality public schools provide children
with the opportunities they need to suc-
ceed and to take their place as productive
citizens. Quality public schools are alive
and well in Westfield, NJ.

Ginny Leiz
President, Westfield BOE

www.hye-youngchoi.net  hye-young@att.net
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Hye-Young Choi
#1 REALTOR, Total Production 11 Years!

NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum Level 2002-2007

 Direct Line 908-301-2015
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Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

908-233-5555 Ext. 169

Westfield . . . Renovated, spacious center hall Colonial on beautiful Highland Ave.  Classical appointments, quality additions
and the appropriate balance of formality and relaxed living style. 6 Bedroom, 3 full and 2 half bath, deluxe Kitchen with high
end appliance, Woodmode cabinets, breakfast room with wet bar and wine cooler, sliders to new blue stone patio and terrace.
Elegant LR w/frplc, FDR, large FR and Office.  New Master Bedroom features custom walk-in closet and whirlpool bath. All
new family baths, second flr laundry, 3rd flr suite, large RR . Extensive landscaping on ½ acre, new walkways, drvwy, roof and
exterior paint.Walk to town, schools, & transportation.      $1,990,000.

Westfield . . . Prestigious Highland Ave is the backdrop for this magnificent 5 bedroom Tudor, built in 1928 with exceptional craftsmanship and

architectural integrity. Archways, carved cornices, and dentil molding add to the distinctive style of this home. Many recent improvements include

extensive landscaping, refurbished in ground pool, new designer kitchen with top-of-the-line appointments, all baths updated, new interior décor and
refinished hardwood floors. The solid chestnut door with original hand forged wrought iron hardware opens to a dramatic 2 story entrance with a

grand staircase and second story landing. The spacious living room features a fireplace with chestnut mantle and herringbone patterned hearth, accent

recessed lighting and casement windows. Through a beautiful archway is the garden/family room with a barrel ceiling, custom built-ins and French
doors leading to the raised flagstone patio and fenced rear grounds. The banquet size dining room opens to newly designed kitchen and breakfast area.

A bedroom/den and newer full bath off the kitchen creates a wonderful space for guests or au pair. The second floor features four spacious bedrooms

and three newer full baths. The walk-out basement offers a recreation room, storage room and 2 car garage.      $1,899,000.

Westfield . . . Charm & sunny 3 bedroom colonial. LR w/ fireplace and built-ins, FDR, EIKitchen w/ separate eating area, den
and office. Master BR has dressing room and full newer bath. Newer family bath w/whirlpool. 4th BR captive.  Rec RM, Wlk-
up attic, hwflrs, CAC , 2 cg, brick patio, fenced rear yard, good size lot. Walk to town.      $599,000.  WSF0141

Open House: Sun. April 20th, 1-4pm • 906 Irving Avenue

Open House: Sun. April 20th, 1-4pm • 636 St. Marks Avenue

Open House: Sun. April 20th, 1-4pm • 564 Highland Avenue

Westfield . . . newly listed. Charming, spacious 4 bedroom, 2 ½ bath colonial w/ custom built open rear porch on beautiful
property. Living room w/fireplace opens to formal dining room family room and newer kitchen and large dining area. Fabulous
large mud room with adjacent powder Room. Newer master w/full bath, new family bath,  finished basement and third floor
office.  Beautiful tree lined street. Close to library, park and town.      $895,000.


