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Blue Devils Tennis Boys Slash Lancers, 5-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

SHEEHAN, FANTINI, BURKE, MORAN PROVIDE SCORES

UC U19 Rugby Boys Crunch
Long Island, NY Colts, 25-10

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Comprised mainly of boys from
the Westfield High School (WHS)
football team and a few Cranford and
Scotch Plains athletes, the Union
County Rugby Football Club (I will
call them Junior Mudturtles) U19 A-
side boys remained undefeated by
crunching the Islet Long Island Colts,
25-10, at Unami Park in Garwood on
April 13.

The WHS football participants in-
cluded prop men (involved in the
scrums) Ryan Scanlon, Pat Stanley,
Mike Sheehan and Scott Newman,
along with Cranford heavyweight
wrestler Joe Brady.

“They basically provide the big
push so we can get the ball out,”

WHS junior Chris Sheehan said of
the prop men.

Describing his discipline, Sheehan
said, “I play fly half. It’s basically
like the point guard or the quarter-
back. I call the plays and make sure
everything is running smoothly.”

Sheehan actually started playing
rugby last spring because, “my older
brother JT had been playing for a
while. He plays for a national team,”
he said.

Other WHS speedsters included
Chris Fantini, Dan Selert and Bret
DeFazio.

The Colts proved to be the Junior
Mudturtles’ stiffest competition to date
by scoring a five-point try (similar to a
touchdown in American football) in
the first half. Sean Moran split the

uprights twice on a couple of three-
point penalty kicks to give the Junior
Mudturtles a 6-5 lead at the half.

Midway through the second half,
there was a loose ball near the Colts’
end line. After several bruising hits,
and the ball slipping from the grasp of
several competitors, Chris Fantini
pounced on the ball and skid over the
line for the try to give the Junior
Mudturtles an 11-5 lead. Moran nailed
the two-point conversion.

Late in the second half, just
after a scrum, Chris Sheehan
picked up the ball and quickly
kicked it toward the Colts’ end
line. Ricky Ruhl leveled the
Colt, who attempted to pick up
the ball, snatched the ball him-
self and pitched out to Sheehan,
who galloped in for the try to
make the score 18-5. Moments
later, the Colts slipped in for a
nearly unnoticed try to make
the score 18-10. But the Colts’
fate was sealed when Scotch
Plains resident Camaran Burke
received a pitch on the left side
and broke away for the try.
Moran added his second con-
version of the half to finalize
the score.

“We had a lot of athletes come
out this year. I’m feeling really
good for a league champion-
ship this year,” Chris Sheehan
said.

The Union County Rugby
Club U19 boys’ next two games
will be on the road at Green-
wich, Conn. on Saturday, April
19, and East Hampton, Long

Island on Sunday, April 20.

was obviously a very tight match. I
didn’t play the last two years, so I’m
looking forward to seeing him during
counties,” said Shallcross.

“Ryan is a great player but Kevin is
too. I was very pleased because Kevin
has been out. He had the tendonitis in
his knee and we brought him back
very slowly. His knowledge and his
desire to win really did it yesterday.
He played brilliantly,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach George Kapner.

Interestingly, Shallcross rolled his
ankle and was unable to compete against
the Livingston Lancers, so Thompson
moved up to first singles from second
singles and defeated Brad Jeddis, 6-3,
6-1. Thompson, who was particularly
effective on his soft shots, kept a steady
control throughout the match.

“My biggest strength is consistency,
serving well, being consistent
throughout the match,” said Thomp-
son, last year’s UCT champ at first
doubles. “Mentally and physically
consistent!”

An animated Greg Luppescu, last
year’s UCT third singles champ,
moved from third to second singles,
struggled through his first set but
took care of business to defeat Lancer
Brandon Goldstein, 7-5, 6-0. Sopho-
more Adam Reich slipped into the
third singles position and breezed
past Ed Levshteyn, 6-1, 6-3.

“These kids earned their way into
singles. We’ll see how they do and, if

they do well, it’s the team. If they
don’t do well, there will be challenge
matches. We will find a lot out this
weekend at the Delbarton Tourna-
ment, because the best teams in the
state are there,” said coach Kapner.

Netravali, who played singles his
first three years, proved he could be a
very effective partner with Snyder,
last year’s UCT second doubles champ,
as the pair were the first to walk off the
courts after trimming Seth Goldstein
and Dave Kigel, 6-2, 6-1, at first
doubles. James Chu, last year’s UCT
second singles champ, teamed with
senior Evan Eisenberg, a UCT champ
his sophomore year, to outmaneuver
Scott Lever and Greg Greenwald, 6-2,
6-4, at second doubles.

“The depth is a huge advantage
because the competition within the
team helps for the season matches.
You are playing kids on the team,
who would be ranked really high on
other teams but they are not getting
their share of playing time here. They
are challenging you every single day
to go out and beat players, who are
second singles and first singles on
other teams,” said Thompson.

“It puts into perspective how much
depth we have on the team, how many
good guys are here. Any guy could
beat any other guy on a given day.
Everybody out here is really com-
petitive,” said Shallcross.
BLUE DEVILS’ 2007 TOC LINEUP:
First singles: Shallcross
Second singles: Netravali
Third singles: Chu
First doubles: Thompson and Akis
Evangelidis
Second doubles: Snyder and Graeme
Stahl

WESTFIELD 5, LIVINGSTON 0
First singles: Thompson d Jeddis, 6-3, 6-1
Second singles: Luppescu d Brandon
Goldstein, 7-5, 6-0
Third singles: Reich d Levshteyn, 6-1, 6-3
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder d
Seth Goldstein and Kigel, 6-2, 6-1
Second doubles: Eisenberg and Chu d
Greenwald and Lever, 6-2, 6-4

WESTFIELD 5, SP-F 0
First singles: Shallcross d Krueger, 6-
4, 3-6, 6-1
Second singles: Thompson d Scott
Leyden, 6-0, 6-2
Third singles: Luppescu d Dan Nizri, 6-
2, 6-0
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder d
Mike Divisio and Ted Rosenblatt, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Reich and Graeme Stahl
d Eric Heinz and Steve Bello, 6-1, 6-0

This majestic Westfield residence eloquently illustrates true Colonial character, sparkling with classic details and vintage 
beauty. Gorgeous woodwork, gleaming hardwood floors, arched entryways, French doors, three fireplaces and modern 
luxuries mingle to craft an unsurpassed interior. The gracious foyer introduces the main rooms on the first floor: the ele-
gant dining room, radiant living room, inviting family room and the charming sunroom. The updated gourmet kitchen is 
sure to please and is enhanced by a breakfast room and a powder room. Equally as enchanting, the second floor has a 
lovely master suite, sizable junior suite, three more sun lit bedrooms, abundant closet space and a third full bath. The rec-
reation room with stone fireplace & access to the wine cellar, an expansive backyard with patio and an outstanding loca-
tion compose the quintessential place to call home. Presented for $1,800,000. 

             Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

            908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

                NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2007 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

WESTFIELD

One Lincoln Plaza
Ackerman Development

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY APRIL 20th, 1-4PM

SPECIAL PRICING ON SELECT MODELS!
Special Pricing from $499,000

Eight Luxury condos, premier in-town location w/on-site
parking. Individual basement storage. Blanco SS sink with con-
trol valves by Jado,Viking dishwasher with SS finish, 36" Viking
or 30" Sub-Zero refrigerator with SS front, cooktops or
ranges by Viking, SS Viking chimney style venting hood.

Contact: Gloria Kraft
Direct 908-616-8146 • Office 908-233-5555

Blue Devils Repeat
As Delbarton Champs
The No. 1 ranked Westfield High

School boys tennis team won the
Delbarton Tournament by defeating
No. 2 Delbarton, 3-2, in the finals.
The 7-0 Blue Devils defeated
Chatham, 5-0, in the quarterfinals
then stopped Bridgewater-Raritan, 4-
1, in the semis.

CHAMPIONSHIP ROUND:
Westfield 3, Delbarton 2
First singles: Kevin Shallcross (W) d
Henry Steer, 6-3, 7-6 (6-2)
Second singles: Dean Thompson (W) d
Noah Joachim, 6-3, 6-1
Third singles: Tim French (D) d Greg
Luppescu, 5-7, 6-3, 6-0
First doubles: Graham Kirby and Theo
Patsalos-Fox (D) d Ravi netravali and
Justin Snyder, 3-6, 6-4, 7-5
Second doubles: Evan Eisenberg and
James Chu (W) d Evan Zak and Donny
MacMaster, 6-3, 6-4

SEMIFINALS:
Westfield 4, BrH2O 1
First singles: Shallcross (W) d Eric Shu,
6-2, 7-5
Second singles: Andrew Weeden (B) d
Thompson, 4-6, 6-1, 6-2
Third singles: Luppescu (W) d Eric
Chaing, 6-2, 7-6 (12-10)
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder (W)
d Viraj Degaonkar and Eric Cooperman,
6-3, 6-2
Second doubles: Eisenberg and Chu
(W) d Tim McLane and Neil Bhatt, 6-2, 7-
6 (7-1)

QUARTERFINALS:
Westfield 5, Chatham 0
First singles: Shallcross d Pat
Monaghan, 6-4, 6-0
Second singles: Thompson d Matt
Romei, 6-2, 6-3
Third singles: Chu d Pete Trivelli, 6-4, 6-4
First doubles: Netravali and Snyder d
Harry Mather and Matt Evans, 6-0, 6-1
Second doubles: Graeme Stahl and
Adam Reich d Ben Klein and Jaime
McBride, 6-2, 6-1

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGHER THAN FULL-CONTACT CROQUET…Westfield’s Ryan Scanlon, front, of the Union County U19 boys rugby
team prepares to mix it up with the Long Island team. See picture on page 18.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY FOR THE SCRUM…The Junior Mudturtles, right, prepare for the scrum with
the Long Island Colts.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ENDURING FOR THE WIN…Blue Devil Greg Luppescu was the last one off the
court after his second singles win over Lancer Brandon Goldstein.

Nadine Allen
• Top Sales Month of March
• Union County Area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Nadine Allen
of the Weichert Westfield Office

Invite Nadine in, and she’ll bring results!


