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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

This past winter it was the girls’
turn. Senior Alexi Kuska and sopho-
more Suzanne Lembert led an assault
on the WHS girls swimming record
board that ended with five individual
records broken – two each by Kuska
and Lemberg, one by freshman Becky
DeLaFuente – and all three relays.

It was a staggering effort by the
girls, who punctuated their season
under first-year coach Brooke Smith
with a second straight state Public A
championship and a state-record
4,809 power points.

Next year look for the boys team,
despite the loss of sprinter deluxe Matt
Green and some outstanding second-
ary guys, to do some major rewriting
of their record board. It hasn’t been
touched since mid-December 1998,
when Seth (Stubby) Burstein cel-
ebrated getting early admission into
Yale by breaking Brendan Lechner’s
school record in the 100 butterfly.

And it will be Chris DeLaFuente
and Matt Meserole bringing the big-
gest erasers.

The records most likely to fall to
DeLaFuente are the 200 freestyle
(1:42.54, Chris McFadden, 1987), the
100 butterfly (51.83, Burstein) and
the 100 freestyle (47.17, Aaron We-
ber, 1988), after he swam 1:42.95,
51.33 and 47.59, respectively, in those
events at the state Junior Olympic
championships last month.

“DeLa” — whose older sister Jackie
(’06) narrowly missed the WHS the
100 breaststroke mark before gradu-
ating and moving on to Amherst Col-
lege — currently ranks sixth, second

Future Is Beyond Bright
For WHS Boys Swimmers

and fifth in those events on the WHS
Top 15 List. He also had a personal-
best 22.13 in the 50 free and 1:57.66
in the 200 individual medley.

And DeLaFuente also went 1 .44 in
the 100 breast at JOs, so he (along
with WHS freshman Larry Zhang
1:01.9 and junior Matt Morgan 1:03
low) could join Dave Schwartz, Pat
Daurio and Rich Andrews in WHS’s
exclusive sub-minute club.

Meanwhile, Meserole is no longer
just knocking on the door of the 100
backstroke mark (52.38, Darren
Hertell, 1993) after going 52.33 at Y
Nationals. He also posted lifetime bests
in the 100 butterfly (53.85) and 500
free (4:56.10) at JOs, and in the 200
IM (1:59.95), 100 free (49.59), 200
free (1:45.16), 100 breast (1:05.41)
and 200 back (1:54.41) at Y Nationals.

In addition to DeLaFuente, who will
be a senior, and Meserole, just a junior
next winter, coach Jeff Knight’s deep
stable of talented swimmers includes
seniors-to-be Morgan, Evan Paulan
and Max Blum, juniors-to-be Mike
Oster, John Taylor and Andrew
Cordiero, and sophomores-to-be
Zhang, Jack Lorentzen and Nick Boyle.

DeLaFuente and Meserole paired
with either Paulan, Morgan, Blum,
Oster, Zhang, Lorentzen or Boyle, is
a serious threat to all three school
relay records: 1:37.28 in the medley,
1:28.35 in the 200 free and 3:14.92 in
the 400 free.

It’s wildly thrilling to think of the
possibilities. And, even better is the
thought of adding the 22nd boys and
12th girls state championship tro-
phies to the WHS trophy case. Both
figure to enter the season as the “team
to beat.”

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
To criticize without correcting is a

waste of time.
THIS AND THAT

This is a big week for the track and
field aficionados. It starts with
Saturday’s all-day Blue Devil Invita-
tional, followed by a huge dual meet
Tuesday against SP-F at Kehler Sta-
dium and concludes next weekend
with WHS’s annual trip to Philadel-
phia to compete in the historic Penn
Relays. Tuesday’s meet with the Raid-
ers, a perennial state power in track
and field, figures to be the meet of the
year, since WHS coach Jack Martin
has one of his strongest teams ever
and since SP-F is still smarting from
last year’s loss, which ended its 20-
plus-year winning streak. If you’re
only going to catch one meet this
year, this is the one. Get Jacked!

The WHS baseball team will join
host Hunterdon Central along with
Hudson Catholic and Notre Dame
this Saturday for the Red Devil Spring
Classic in Raritan Township. In the
10:30 a.m. games, WHS plays Hudson
Catholic at the Jack Cust Baseball
Academy on Route 31, while the host
plays Notre Dame at the high school
field, a mile or so south on Route 31.
All four teams come back at 3:15

p.m., with the morning winners play-
ing at the high school, while the morn-
ing losers meet at the Cust Academy.

The smoke has cleared from the
challenge matches for the WHS boys
tennis team and the results are inter-
esting. Earning the three singles slots
were incumbent Kevin Shallcross at
No. 1, along with Dean Thompson at
No. 2 and Greg (Pong) Luppescu at
No. 3. Coach George Kapner has
three potent doubles teams: Ravi
Netravali and Justin Snyder, Evan
Eisenberg and James Chu, Graeme
Stahl and Adam Reich. The defend-
ing state champions opened their tour-
nament season last weekend with a
victory at the Delbarton Invitational,
beating the host 3-2 in the final.

WITH THE COLLEGIANS
Former WHS captains Danielle

Coleman and Jessica Bender are ma-
jor contributors to the Connecticut
College women’s tennis team. Bender,
a sophomore, plays No. 3 singles and
Coleman, a senior captain, is at No. 4
and both play doubles for the Camels
(honest!), who were 6-4 at this writ-
ing. Another Westfield resident com-
peting at the New London school is
Grant Moryan, an outstanding sopho-
more swimmer who went to Oratory.

Mike Streaman (’04), a junior at
Montclair State, pitched four strong
innings of relief in a 6-5 10-inning
loss to The College of New Jersey.
Streaman allowed two hits and struck
out four, giving him season’s totals
of: 12 games, 13.1 innings, seven
hits, three runs, four walks, 13
strikeouts and a 2.03 ERA.

HONOR ROLL
Ed Roll, the father of Christina (Kiki)

Roll, tri-captain of WHS’s state cham-
pion 1982 girls swim team, will be
inducted into the Pingry School Hall
of Fame, Friday, May 16, 6 p.m., at the
Pingry School, now located in Ber-
nards Township. A member of Pingry’s
undefeated 1947 golf team, that won
the Union County Tournament when
the school was located in Hillside,
around the corner from what is now
Kean University, Ed Roll was one of
the top players for years at Echo Lake
Country Club, winning club champi-
onships in 1973 and again in 1979.

WHO’S NO. 1?
High school sports in New Jersey

have been organized under the New
Jersey State Interscholastic Athletic
Association’s banner since 1918.
There have been thousands of team
and individual state champions
crowned over that 90-year period.
Did you ever wonder what schools
have won the most team and indi-
vidual titles?

The Devil’s Den has spent well
over a decade researching those num-
bers, and with the help of a grant last
summer from some interested local
individuals and WHS fans/graduates,
spent nearly every day last summer
either at NJSIAA headquarters or the
Trenton Library trying to finish off
the project.

The research, which includes 29
varsity sports and well over 300 pub-
lic high schools, is in the final stages
and, hopefully, will be completed in a
week or two.

Who will be No. 1?
Asbury Park? Atlantic City? Ber-

nards? Bloomfield? Bridgeton?
Bridgewater-Raritan? Camden?
Cherry Hill East or West? Columbia?
Elizabeth? Glen Ridge? Haddonfield?
Highland Park? Long Branch?
Millburn? Montclair? Moorestown?
Morristown? Mountain Lakes? Nep-
tune? Newark Central? Newark South
Side/Shabazz? Passaic? Paterson
Eastside? Paulsboro? Phillipsburg?
Plainfield? Ridgewood? Shawnee?
Somerville? Trenton? Union?
Westfield? Woodbury?

Find out in the final Devil’s Den of
the 2007-08 year on June 12.

SHOP-RITE UPDATE
After a slow start in the fall, WHS

picked up 30 points this winter from
state championships in bowling, boys
swimming and girls swimming to get
right into the thick of the race for the
fifth Shop-Rite Cup, awarded to the
state’s best athletic schools in each
group size.

WHS finished second in Group 4
last year by four points (54-50) to
Southern Regional, down in Stafford
Township, near Long Beach Island.

Points are awarded as follows: 10
for a team state group champion, eight
for runner-up, six for third place and
four for fourth place. There is also a
three-point addition for any school
not having any disqualifications.
(WHS lost six points, and the Group
4 title, last year due to two player
ejections.)

This spring is potentially a strong
one for WHS. The boys tennis team is
defending state champions, while
golf, baseball, softball and boys track
all have teams capable of going all
the way.

Previous Shop-Rite Cup winners
for Group 4 are Shawnee (2004),
Ridgewood (2005), Bridgewater-
Raritan (2006) and Southern (2007).

DID YOU KNOW?
It’s been over 40 years since the

WHS tennis team’s last tie. It came in
the second match of the 1967 season,
a 2-2 draw with then-archrival Pingry
in Hillside. The only other ties in
school history came way back in 1926,
1930 and 1946.

DEVIL OF THE WEEK
This week’s free sub from Al the

Owner at Westfield Subs (261 South
Avenue East) goes to Kevin
Shallcross. The senior four-year vet-
eran won all three of his first-singles
matches in straight sets as WHS beat
Chatham, Bridgewater-Raritan and
the host to capture the Delbarton In-
vitational.

The Devil’s Den appears Thursday
in The Westfield Leader during the
school year. Contact us with com-
plaints, comments and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. WHS4EVR!

Heroux, Gray Break Record
At Colt’s Neck Track Relays
Westfield High School senior Bran-

don Heroux and sophomore Pat Gray
put together a combined distance of
346’9” to break the meet record in the
javelin at the Colt’s Neck Relays on
April 12. Heroux, with a toss of
196’8”, broke the Union County “new
javelin” record of 196’5” set by Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Raider Eric Ledder
in 1986. Gray’s toss was 150’1”. The
county record with the “older” style
of javelin was 236’2” set by Raider
John Towle in 1983.

Blue Devils Andrew Flood (203.8)
Gray (2:01.1), Josh Einbinder (2:00.9)
and Alex Tarlow (1:58.2) crossed first
in the 4x800 meters. Adam Bergo at
45 feet and Malcolm Allen at 40’10”
took first in the triple jump with a
distance of 85’10”. Bergo at 21’1”
and Allen at 19’9” placed second in
the long jump with a distance of
40’10”. Jhaksye Williams, Mike
Mathews, Craig Cognetti and Ricardo
Johnson crossed second in the 4x200
at 1:31.7.

Raider Mike Alleman, with a shove
of 60’10”, and Jason Boff combined
to win the shot put with a distance of

100’11”. Mike Ragan (4:48.7), Dan
Sapienza (4:41.8 personal record
[PR]) Martin Sweeney (4:36 PR) and
Pat Doliber (4:31.6 PR) crossed first
in the boys 4x1,600 with a time of
18:38.31.

“We came from behind to win by
nearly 100 meters,” said Raider coach
Jeff Koegel. “We back-loaded this
relay a bit, and used the traffic and
lapped runners to pull ourselves
along.”

Raiders Cassy Valdes, Ali Pearl,
Cathy Harley and Brittney Veeck
placed seventh in the girls 4x800 to
set a Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School record with a time of 9:47.71.
Louvon Powell, in his first season of
spring track, cleared 6’0" PR in the
high jump and Whitney Adams had
the No. 2 performance of the day in
the triple jump at 33’4".

Blue Devils Tessa Schaaf, Rose
Driscoll, Lisa Nehring and Cat
Cognetti placed fourth in the girls
4x800. Ashley Edwards, Emily J.
Harris, Casey Reimlinger and Kelly
Irving placed sixth in the 4x200 with
a time of 1:51.54.

Devil of the Week
Kevin Shallcross

Golf

Blue Devil Golfers Jar
No. 4 Princeton, 198-202

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong indications of how well the
7-1 Westfield High School golf team
would size up against top teams in the
state were answered on April 9 at
Echo Lake Country Club in Westfield.

“We played Newark Academy, fa-
vored by The Star-Ledger to win the
Parochial B and we lost by one shot, so
we had a good match with them earlier
in the week,” “Today, we play
Princeton, (4-1) ranked No. 3 or No. 4
in the state and unfortunately my num-
ber one player, I just found out, has
food poisoning, so we’ll see how the
other players can rise to the occasion
today,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
John Turnbull prior to the match.

The Blue Devils responded with a
198-202 victory. Princeton’s Jon
Bichsel came up with the best nine by
shooting a 36. Blue Devils senior Co-
Captain Dan Liebowitz and Nick
Livolsi were tied at 37, with Princeton
Curtis Smith coming in at 39. Blue
Devils Dave Pusar had a 40, Kevin
Russell shot a 41 and Brandon Molson
finished up with a 43.

Looking to reclaim the Watchung
Conference title (WCT), captured by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders
last year, coach Turnbull said, “We

have most of our team back from last
year. We have our top three with Nick,
Dan and Dave Pusar and I have been
very happy so far with a young sopho-
more, Dave Athenson, who’s really
stepped up and has played very well.
He’s actually in third place right now,
while sophomore Kevin Russell also
has gotten better.”

“I’m looking forwards to the Con-
ference tournament next week and
then the County Tournament, along
with some other big dates,” said
Liebowitz. “We’re really not looking
to one person especially to win the
match because that’s not how it gets
done. We need everyone, who plays,
to have a consistent solid round. If we
all play our game and stick to what
we’re used to, we really should have
no problem further down the road.”

Westfield Takes Third
At Blue Devil Tourney
Hunterdon Central captured the team

title with a total of 312 (12 holes
played) at the Blue Devil Golf Tourna-
ment, featuring eight of the finest teams
in the state, at Echo Lake Country
Club in Westfield on April 14. The
hosting Blue Devils placed third at
335, just one stroke behind Mainland.

Hunterdon Central also took the
top-three spots in the individual re-
sults with John Fagan shooting a one-
under-par 46, followed by Evan
Shields at 47 and Greg Doerr at 49.
Blue Devil Dan Liebowitz placed
seventh at 51. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raider Brian Pak and Blue Devils
Sean Elliott and Dave Pusar tied for
16th with 54 scores. Blue Devils Nick
LiVolsi and Mike Fietkiewicz fired
56 and 57, respectively.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A GOOD SCORE…Blue Devil Co-Captain Dan Liebowitz shot a 1-
over par 37 against Princeton. He also placed seventh with a 51 for 12 holes in the
Blue Devil Tournament.
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Invite Maureen in,
and she’ll bring results!

Maureen Illanovsky

Call For
More Information!

OPEN HOUSE: SUN. 4/20  1-5PM
221 Roger Avenue

WESTFIELD . . . Enjoy the convenience of one floor living in the beautifully maintained
Expanded Ranch on a quiet street in Westfield. Entrance foyer leads to a sunken living room,
formal dining room, eat in kitchen, three bedrooms and a full bath. The second level has a
fourth bedroom and powder room; plus an attic room for storage, or can be finished as a fifth
bedroom or family room. This second level has potential for a mother/daughter, master bedroom
suite, or guest quarters. A corner lot with garage & driveway plus a fully fenced in yard with
in ground pool and large shed. Just minutes to the Garden State Parkway.  $629,900.
DIRECTIONS: Central Avenue to Roger Avenue.  MLS # 2504140
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Invite Rose in,
and she’ll bring results!

Rose Hughes

Call For
More Information!

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD . . . Spacious 4 Bedroom, 3.1 Bath Center Hall Colonial w/au pair suite.
Home boasts full finished basement, fenced-in yard & large deck. Hardwood floors,
abundant closet space, underground sprinkler & central vac are just a few amenities.
$899,000.  MLS # 2506733


