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High School Juniors! 

        
Coaches and Admissions' Officers  

Need Your Recruiting DVD's Now!! 

 
Order a Free Demonstration DVD Today! 

Boomerang Video - (908) 447-4594/boomervid.com 

DEVILS BLANK RAIDERS, SHALLCROSS TOPS KRUEGER

Blue Devils Slash Lancers, 5-0,
Despite Tennis Lineup Change

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Many future opponents of the
Westfield High School boys tennis
team that won the Tournament of
Champions (TOC) last year and fin-
ished 30-0 would be astonished to
see this year’s lineup change. That
change has demonstrated the true
competitive depth of the Blue Dev-
ils, especially with their 5-0 shutouts

of Scotch Plains-Fanwood on April 9
and Livingston on April 10.

Last year, the Blue Devils won the
TOC with Kevin Shallcross at first
singles, Ravi Netravali at second
singles, James Chu at third singles,
Dean Thompson and Akis Evangelidis
at first doubles, and Justin Snyder
and Graeme Stahl at second doubles.

Against the Raiders, Shallcross,
who was injured during the Union

County Tournament (UCT) last year,
defeated Ryan Krueger, last year’s
UCT first singles champ, 6-4, 3-6, 6-
1. The two are no strangers to each
other and Shallcross has won every
meeting.

“This was the eighth time I have
played him in high school. Yesterday
was definitely a tough match. I thought
I played a really good third set but it

        Blue Devil

Fast Pitch Softball Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 23th – June 26th, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Westfield High School

Camp Director:  Maggie McFadden
For More Information call:  732-873-5399
Email: mmcfadden@westfieldnjk12.org

Blue Devil

Field Hockey Camp

For girls entering grades 3-9

June 30th - July 3rd, 2008

Time:  9:00 am to 12:00 pm

Where:  Kehler Stadium

Camp Directors:  Maggie McFadden & Nancy Babbitt
For More Information call:  908-464-2686

Email:  nbabbitt@westfieldnjk12.orgwww.curlfilms.com

SPECIALIZING IN:
Sports Highlight Videos

Theatrical Events
DVD Duplication

Internet Commercials
Filming and Editing

(908) 612-5710

Properties Unlimited 
REALTORS® 

Office: 908-233-9292 ext. 5495 

200 NORTH AVENUE EAST  WESTFIELD, NJ 
Each Office Independently Owned & Operated.

 

The REAL ESTATE Market is ALIVE and WELL 
 

When you are ready to BUY, SELL or INVEST  I m ready to help. 
 

GEORGE BIPS, REALTOR-ASSOCIATE®    CELL:  908.477.5379 
 

VISIT MY ONLINE REAL ESTATE CENTER 24 HOURS A DAY AT 

www.FinePropertiesNewJersey.com 

  “Save the Date”

     SUMMER TRAVEL

  BASEBALL TRYOUTS

   Sunday, May 4

MOSIER, D’ANNUNZIO HR, OLSEN RIPS WINNING RBI

Blue Devils Dodge Bullet, Nip
Raider Nine in Seventh, 13-12

MATTHEW Ks’ 9, HOMERS; ABRUZZO, 3-FOR-4, 3RBI

Lady Blue Devils Roll Early,
Rock Softball Raiders, 12-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“It ain’t over till it’s over!” The
famous “Yogism” bellowed oh so
clearly in the season’s first meeting
between the visiting Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School baseball team
and Westfield on April 14. What ini-
tially appeared to be a five-inning
wipeout turned out to be a seven-
inning battle for survival, which was
decided on the final at-bat in the Blue
Devils’ 13-12 victory.

Pitching prowess was not at its
premium as the 4-0 Blue Devils sent
four pitchers to the mound and the 4-
2 Raiders sent three. Blue Devil start-
ing pitcher Chris Jenkins, although
he yielded just an unearned run in his
first three innings, did experience
control problems, yielding five walks
and a single in those innings. In his
final inning, the fourth, Jenkins added
two more walks but got tagged for a
two-run home run from Raider lead-

off hitter Joe D’Annunzio and an RBI
triple from James Dinizo. Jenkins
finished with six strikeouts.

The Blue Devils jumped on Raider
starting pitcher Brian Piccola in the
first inning for six runs on three walks
and three hits, which included a two-
run single from Mike Cappiello and a
three-run homer from Mike Mosier.

“The first pitch was a curve ball.
He threw me a fast ball outside and
then he threw me the next one inside
and I just turned on it,” Mosier re-
called. “I really don’t look for home
runs. I just try to do whatever helps
the team.”

The Blue Devils added five more
runs in the third to take an 11-1 lead
and it seemed the game was destined
to end in five innings. Evan Shapiro
(2-for-4, 2 runs scored) yanked a

three-run double and scored on a wild
pitch, and Mike Clark, who went 3-
for-3 with three runs scored, drilled
an RBI single.

“I felt good at bat. I was relaxed. I
stayed back, waited to drive up the
middle and made good contact,” ex-
plained Clark.

After D’Annunzio and Dinizo con-
tributed their power in the fourth in-
ning, the game promised to go more
than five innings. Blue Devil Mike
Melillo hit an RBI double in the fifth
to make the score 12-4 but the Raid-
ers brought down the house in the
sixth with an eight-run wrecking ball,
which included six hits, three wild
pitches, a passed ball and five walks.
Nick Bonadies (3 walks, 3 runs) and
Kevin Maroney each drilled an RBI

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Total Team” was the theme for the
4-1 Westfield High School softball
team as it rocked host Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 12-1, on April 14. The Blue
Devils played a solid game defen-
sively and offensively, while group-
ing 11 hits, including a two-run home
run from Cyndil Matthew.

Matthew, the starting pitcher, struck
out five Raiders, allowed just two hits
and walked none in her three innings.
Reliever Jamie Wisnowski (2-0) al-
lowed one hit and three walks, while
recording two strikeouts. Brianne
Mahoney took the loss.

“We just could not hit and there
was no strategy to this. We had very
few base runners and we left Kelly
Cianciotta out there a couple of times,”
said Raider Head Coach Kelly Co-
vert. “Mahoney was fine. She’s hit-
ting spots. She stays tough but they’re
just a good hitting team. It just was
not our day.”

“Saturday was a bit of a rough pitch-
ing day, so I went to practice, came out
more confident with all my pitches

and used a lot more movement today.
That was the key,” said Matthew.

The Blue Devils jumped to a 3-0
lead in the top of the first inning on a
two-run double by Krissy Wendel
and an RBI single by Katie Abruzzo
(3-for-4). In the bottom of the inning,
the Raiders had Kelly Cianciotta on
third and Katie Cornacchia on sec-
ond with one out. Matthew, however,
fanned the next two batters.

“Anytime when you are the visitors
and you come out and score runs in
the first inning, it certainly gets mo-
mentum on your side and the girls did
exactly what we wanted them to do.
Matthew got on in the leadoff, then
soon after that we had four hits in a
row that really got the offense going,”
said Westfield Head Coach Tara Pi-
gnoli. “I think the last couple of games
we struggled offensively and we just
try to tell the girls, settle in, don’t try
to kill the ball, make contact and they
did a very good job of that today.”

Westfield added a run in the second
inning after Alex Pecora walked,
swiped second base then advanced
on an overthrow and scored on

Abruzzo’s single. The 3-2 Raiders
gasped in the top of the third when
Matthew blasted her two-run homer
deep into never-never land, giving
the Blue Devils a 6-0 advantage.

“I was waiting for my pitch and it
came, a fast ball straight down the
middle, 3-0, I took it,” explained
Matthew.

“I try to hit the ball hard and stay
confident because one of the things
you learn is never be negative on
yourself. Watching her during warm-
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Westfield/SPF Baseball
SPF/Westfield Softball

Westfield/Pingry Lacrosse
SPF/Plainfield Softball

Westfield/Livingston Tennis
Union County U19 Rugby
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING THE JOB DONE…Blue Devil Dean Thompson moved up to first singles and defeated Livingston Lancer Brad
Jeddis, 6-3, 6-1. The Blue Devils moved on to win the Delbarton Tournament on April 13. See page 17.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A VERY TOUGH BATTLE FOR SURVIVAL…Blue Devil Mike Clark, who went 3-for-3 with three runs scored, leads
off the bottom of the seventh and gets hit by a pitch. Clark scored the winning run on Justin Olsen’s RBI single.


