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Roosevelt School Paints Over the Past
By ALEXA ZEPKA

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They were the vibrant seas of color
whose iridescence dazzled along the
walls of every hallway like waves
under the sun.

They were the bold expressions of
creativity whose mere presence fu-
eled happiness within all.

They were the epitome of the eighth
grade fine-arts class and defined the
term “legacy” for those who partook
in their creation.

They were the murals of Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS), whose
sudden disappearance pierced the
hearts of many with an insipid knife.

I will never forget awkwardly me-
andering to homeroom on my first
day of sixth grade at RIS.

My heart pounded like the bass
drum in a Bon Jovi song as I gazed
down at my schedule, pushing through
random doors and trailing down
whichever hall destiny happened to
lead me to, never letting my eyes drift
from the wrinkled sheet in my hand.

I remember the bell ringing all of a
sudden, scaring me half to death, yet
compelling me to jerk my head up-
ward.

To my surprise, I was staring at a
beautifully painted depiction of Mr.
Peanut. I turned to the left. Clusters of
children donning brightly colored
clothing skateboarded across a per-
fectly blended beige sidewalk.

I turned to the right. Westfield’s
notorious blue devil radiated its evil
grin towards me. Beneath each mas-
terpiece was the imprint of one, or
many, hands, followed by a loopy
name and year of completion etched
in thick black Sharpie ink.

My lips curled into a smile. I was
only an 11-year-old girl desperately
trying to navigate her way around a
whole new world. But, in the heat of
captivation, I lost all track of time,
forgetting where I was and what I was
doing, just gazing at the beauty en-
compassing me and thinking: when
will I be able to do this?

The lengthy tradition at (RIS),
which was unexpectedly cut short
this past spring break, was that eighth-
grade students who chose to take fine
arts as an elective could be granted
the opportunity to paint a mural on
one of the school’s many walls.

Multiple sixth and seventh grad-
ers anticipated their final year at RIS
with an untamable enthusiasm be-
cause it meant their chance to leave
a unique mark upon the school in the
most exciting way: through effer-
vescent paints and a handprint that
could not resemble anybody else’s
but their own.

As a former mural artist and cur-
rent Westfield High School (WHS)
sophomore, news about Roosevelt’s
walls being painted over especially
shattered my heart.

A huge chunk of me lived on
through that large circle gracing the
wall outside of the chorus room,

sponge-painted in a rainbow of col-
ors, with a rendition of an album
cover from The Allman Brothers
Band adorning the inside in tricky
cursive lettering.

Surrounding this mural Meredith
Smith and I completed, were paint-
ings of album covers from bands such
as The Doors and The Talking Heads,
and logos, including the iPod dog
and The Beatles’ submarine.

These were only some of the eye-
catching expressions illuminating the
first floor. The second floor held
even more masterpieces that enlight-
ened everybody’s day, such as Mario
Bros.’ Mario and Luigi, a happy pink
M & M and Mr. Peanut, that “fa-
mously fresh” figure whose smile
alone eased my jittery nerves on that
first journey to homeroom that I en-
dured as a sixth grader.

A significant amount of WHS stu-
dents, who devoted many hours of
time to their work in the halls of RIS
and were endowed with a great sense
of pride through its finalization, are
disheartened by the dismal reality
that their legacies were overridden
by an unpleasant shade of Band-Aid
pink paint. It took only a week during
spring break, without much publi-
cized notice, to erase over 20 years of
student art.

It is heart wrenching to think of
those people who were never granted
the chance to snap a picture of them-
selves besides their painting because
now all that is left in its place is a
strangely bleak abyss of nullity.

Those murals fell under the cat-
egory of our fondest memories of be-
ing an eighth grader. They were the
paintings we would (or thought we
would) keep coming back to as time
went on, constantly presenting them
to our younger siblings, parents and
grandparents with the bubbliest feel-
ings of joy gushing through us.

They were the vivid manifesta-
tions of our inner colors, which figu-
ratively attended the school in our
name even after we graduated. And
just as quickly as it took for one to
grow enamored with them, they were
gone.

I revisited Roosevelt last Thurs-
day afternoon, and my heart sank to
my toes like a lead anchor when I
observed the walls.

While walking down the hallways,
every emotion of warmth and happi-
ness that would once blaze within
me had now perished.

With every turn came the same
vision of dullness, and the feeling
that overwhelmed my heart caused
me to forget ever attending the school
the way it formerly was.

I felt as if someone had thrown me
into an unusual society where every-
thing was, and would always be,
exactly the same. What is the world
without individual expression, color
and legacy? Band-Aid pink.

Alexa is a sophomore at Westfield
High School.
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County Science Program
Discusses Watershed Ecology

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is spon-
soring a special science program that
will visit grammar school classrooms
and community centers to discuss
watershed ecology.

Sixth-grade teachers and local
community groups are encouraged
to register for this free, 45-minute,
in-house science presentation that
relates watershed and environmen-
tal concepts in a meaningful way.

A watershed is a land area that
drains into a river system or other
body of water. Since 1999, these
interactive, “hands-on” earth science
presentations – incorporating a three-
dimensional land use model – have
been receiving positive reviews from
students and teachers alike.

“This is a full period of interesting
material for sixth graders, scouts and

ecology clubs,” said Freeholder Rick
Proctor, liaison to the parks and rec-
reation advisory board. “Kids love
coming to the watershed model and
participating.”

Teachers, students and commu-
nity members will discover how hu-
man behavior can impact the land
and water around them.

Most importantly, the program of-
fers practical solutions that every-
one can implement to reduce pollu-
tion and improve water quality, in-
cluding eliminating or minimizing
the use of pesticides on lawns, pick-
ing up pet waste and not feeding
waterfowl, such as ducks and geese.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, in conjunction with
the New Jersey Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection and the
AmeriCorps New Jersey Watershed
Ambassadors Program, offers the
presentations.

To schedule a presentation or learn
more information about watersheds,
call (908) 527-4032 and ask for the
“Watershed Presentation.”

BEE PREPARED…Ross Workman,
an eighth grader at Roosevelt Interme-
diate School, has advanced to the semi-
finalist round to compete in the 2008
New Jersey Geography Bee, which will
take place on April 4. Ross was invited
to compete on the state level, after his
qualifying test scored among the top
100 throughout the state. Ross won
Roosevelt’s school-level bee in Janu-
ary, at which students answered oral
questions on geography, in the first
round of the 20th annual National Geo-
graphic Bee.

Think Purple Week Reminds
Of Drugs, Alcohol Dangers

SCOTCH PLAINS – This week
marks the 21st observance of “Think
Purple” week. Purple ribbons and
banners remind children and adults
of the lives hurt by drug and alcohol
abuse.

For more than two decades, stu-
dents, teachers and volunteers have
built on the purple ribbon theme to
remind Scotch Plains-Fanwood chil-
dren and adults that drugs and alco-
hol hurt children.

Students in Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public elementary schools and St.
Bartholomew’s Academy will deco-
rate linked hands and hearts cards
with messages for high school se-
niors, asking them not to drink and
drive, and to avoid drugs.

Middle-school students will write
postcards to graduating seniors, re-
minding them to make responsible
choices as they move on to careers
and college.

Assembly programs in elementary
and middle schools will remind stu-

dents to make healthy choices
throughout their lives. Throughout
the district, students will receive
purple bracelets to wear as reminders
to make healthy choices.

Scouts and other volunteers will tie
ribbons on the trees at the schools,
municipal buildings and public li-
braries.

Banners will inform passers-by
about the purple ribbon’s message –
people who abuse drugs and alcohol
hurt many lives besides their own.

Close to 16,000 people died in al-
cohol-related crashes in 2005 [most
recent statistics available]. Of these,
285 were in New Jersey alone. As a
reminder for all Scotch Plains and
Fanwood drivers, a crashed car will
be towed to the high school’s front
lawn before the senior prom, and it
will be decorated with a purple bow.

For questions or more information
on the program, contact Liz Knodel-
Gordon at (908) 889-7498, or at
lknodel-gordon@spfk12.org.

HOLY TRINITY ROCKS…Holy Trinity Interparochial School Committee
Members get “rocking” as they prepare gift baskets and prizes to be auctioned off
at the school’s second annual Trinity Rocks School Fundraiser, featuring The
Willie Lynch Band. The event will be held on Friday, May 2, at 7:30 p.m. in the
Holy Trinity Interparochial School Auditorium in Westfield. Pictured, from left
to right, are: Daria MacDonald, Doreen Notar, Rose McEwen and Moira Kelly.
For ticket information, visit htisnj.com. This event is open to the public.

CAMPUS NETWORKING…New Jersey City University (NJCU) business alumni
participated in a recent “good E.A.T.S.S.” (Engaging Alumni to Support Stu-
dents) program, a campus series that enables students and guests to interact and
discuss with alumni career options from a wide range of fields. The evening
program was part of NJCU’s “Green and Gold Days,” a week-long homecoming
celebration. Alumni panelists Vijay Sammy, second from left, a certified public
accountant, and Alberto Villalobos of Mountainside, right, an agent and em-
ployee pension specialist with the IRS, gathered with Wanda Rutledge, NJCU
director of alumni relations, Kenneth Freeman, center, a NJCU assistant profes-
sor of business administration, and Jack Egan, second from right, a NJCU
professor of business administration.

LECTURE FOLLOWED BY Q&A

THURSDAY, APRIL 24, 2008 • 7:30 PM

Kent Place School
42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, New Jersey

Tickets: $20 Adults $10 Students (with student ID)

For more information and ticket purchase, please call
(908) 273-0900, ext. 313 or visit www.kentplace.org

KENT PLACE SCHOOL PROUDLY PRESENTS THE

14TH ANNUAL SPEAKERS SERIES 2008

ACTRESS AND

EMMY AWARD-WINNINGWRITER

SONIA
MANZANO
REACHING FORTHE STARS

For over 30 years,

Sonia Manzano has

inspired, educated

and delighted children

and families as

“Maria” on
Sesame Street.

Breaking ground

as one of the first

Latino characters

on national television,

she continues to

contribute to enriching

diversity on television,

on the stage and in

the educational realm.

Bring 

Your Family 

to Meet

Our Family!
1-888-THE CAMP

www.campriverbend.com
116 Hillcrest Road, Warren Township, NJ 07059

CAMP 
RIVERBEND

OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, April 26

11am - 2pm
(Rain Date Sunday, April 27)

GAMES...CRAFTS...BBQ LUNCH

FUN FOR ALL!

Please RSVP by April 23 rd

A DAY CAMP FOR BOYS 
AND GIRLS AGES 4-14

WHS Sophomore
Wang Uses His Brain
WESTFIELD – Westfield High

School Sophomore Yixiao Wang won
second place in the United States
National Brain Bee championship,
held on March 14 and 15, in Balti-
more.

Yixiao competed with 33 state win-
ners from high schools as far away as
Arizona and North Dakota. During
the competition, a player is elimi-
nated when he or she gives three
wrong answers.

Yixiao was one of only two players
left on the stage after 11 rounds of
questions. The final winner was not
determined for another 15 rounds of
questions until Yixiao answered three
questions incorrectly, while the other
competitor from Washington, D.C.
gave two wrong answers.

Yixiao won the New Jersey Brain
Bee, held at Liberty Science Center,
on January 26. The bee is designed to
motivate young people and inspire
them to pursue careers in brain-re-
lated research fields.

Yixiao Wang

Streaman Makes
Oratory Honor Roll

WESTFIELD – Ninth grader
Connor Streaman, the son of Donna
and Michael Streaman of Westfield,
was named to the Oratory Preparatory
School Honor Roll in Summit for the
second quarter. For this distinction,
Connor maintained a grade point av-
erage of 85, with no grade below an
80. His name was inadvertently omit-
ted from the overall listing printed in
The Westfield Leader.

SPRING OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, APRIL 20 2:00 - 4:00PM

Visit Saint Peter's Prep during our Spring Open House and find out why young men from
109 communities in New Jersey and New York  have chosen a Jesuit education and call Prep 
"a second home."

SAINT PETER’S PREP
EDUCATING MEN OF COMPETENCE, CONSCIENCE AND COMPASSION SINCE 1872

144 GRAND STREET, JERSEY CITY, NJ 07302
201.434.4400 WWW.SPPREP.ORG

What can Saint Peter's Prep
offer you that

no other high school
in New Jersey can?

A Jesuit Education.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

WITH A LITTLE HELP FROM OUR FRIENDS…Timothy Williams, right,
community outreach manager at Elizabethtown Gas Company, presents Lawrence
Feinsod, Cranford Public School District’s superintendent of schools, with a
check for $2,500, in order to support the district’s special programs. Stephen Izzo,
the district’s manager of grants and special programs, arranged the grant. This
marks Eizabethtown Gas’s second donation supporting public education in
Cranford in the past year.


