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YOUNG AUTHORS…Renowned children’s book author Suzy Kline, center, joins
students at Westfield’s Washington Elementary School March 3 at a luncheon for
the winners of a poster contest celebrating her work. She also addressed the entire
student body about her experiences as an author. Pictured with her, from left to
right, are: Front row, Jordan Lipkind, Joshua Mendelson, Lauren Sgro, Alexandra
Little and Brooke Schaeffer, and back row, Alisha Asija, Sally Susan Heyder
(librarian), Sameena Asija, Jenna Reed, Rebecca Sisto, Sophie Martini, Julia
Wanfried, Logan Robertson, Grace Brown, Sophia Vera and Tomas Taaffe.

VETERAN LEADERSHIP…Scotch Plains-Fanwood Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) Post No. 10122 recently presented awards to local winners of the VFW
National Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program. The students had to submit a
three- to five-minute tape on the theme, “My Role in Honoring America’s Veter-
ans.” Katrina Gans of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School, pictured at right,
placed first, while Alannah Heffernan and Ashling Coffey, both of Mount Saint
Mary Academy in Watchung, placed second and third, respectively. Katrina was
entered into the District No. 5 (Union County) finals and finished third in the
district. VFW Scholarship Chairman Frank Chupko is pictured at left.

County Residents Complete
Externship at Douglass Col.
AREA – Two Union County resi-

dents recently completed the Associ-
ate Alumnae of Douglass College
(AADC) Extern Program at Douglass
College, the public women’s college
at Rutgers University. The AADC
Extern Program provides Douglass
students with real-world experience
in the field of work they have chosen
or are considering for possible ca-
reers and/or graduate study.

Liliana Lee of Fanwood partici-
pated with Bear Stearns and Com-
pany and Brittney Mack of Linden
participated with Medfit Corporate
Services, Inc.

Established by the AADC more
than three decades ago, the AADC
Extern Program has sponsors who
are typically Douglass alumnae to

provide a hands-on experience for
students. Each sponsor serves as a
role model and mentor. The AADC
Extern Program lasts one or two weeks
and takes place during the student’s
winter or spring break. In some cases,
students work with their sponsor dur-
ing both breaks.

“We’re very proud of Liliana,
Brittney and the other Douglass stu-
dents who have completed the AADC
Extern Program,” said Sheila Kelly
Hampton, AADC president. “We pro-
vide this opportunity for Douglass Col-
lege students to help prepare them for
the world of work. From science labs
to corporate settings to classrooms,
Douglass students are graduating with
hands-on experience that they can share
with potential employers.”

FW Student Makes
Paul Smith Dean’s List

FANWOOD – Wayne Lamore of
Fanwood has been named to the dean’s
list at Paul Smith College for the fall
2007 semester.

Wayne is enrolled in the college’s
Division of Forestry, Natural Re-
sources and Recreation.

Those earning distinction on the
dean’s list must achieve a semester
average of 3.3 or higher to receive
this recognition.

Education/Community News– Obituaries –

Nominations Due April 25
For Outstanding Teachers

WESTFIELD – The Optimist Club
of Westfield has announced that the
deadline for receipt of nominations
for the 11th annual Intermediate
School Outstanding Teacher Award
is Friday, April 25.

Two intermediate school teachers
– one from Edison and one from
Roosevelt Intermediate Schools – will
be chosen to receive the award on
Wednesday, May 14 at an Optimist
dinner and will be honored at a board
of education meeting in June.

Nominations should specify ways
in which the teacher has demonstrated
outstanding teaching, interest in chil-
dren and continued pursuit of profes-
sional growth. The nominee must be
a full-time teacher in the Westfield
Public Schools in grades 6 to 8 for a
minimum of five years.

Students, parents and staff are en-
couraged to submit nomination letters
to: Outstanding Teacher Award Com-
mittee of the Optimist Club of Westfield,
in care of: Office of the Superintendent,
Westfield Public Schools, 302 Elm
Street, Westfield, N.J. 07090. Letters
also can be e-mailed to:
optiaward@westfieldnjk12.org.

According to Margaret Dolan, Su-
perintendent of Schools, “The Out-
standing Teacher Award gives deserv-
ing credit to our intermediate school
teachers who provide an education-
ally stimulating and supporting envi-
ronment during the critical stage of
adolescence.”

The Optimist Club of Westfield
also supports the schools and chil-
dren through Project Graduation, the
Freshmen Service Project, Oratori-
cal Contest, Martin Luther King, Jr.
Essay Contest, the Congressional
Seminar and Global Environment
Scholarships and as a co-sponsor for
the Halloween Haunted House.

Previous winners of the award from
Edison include Robert Sanders, Walter
Buda, David Shapiro, Nancy Rygiel,
Gloria White-James, Robert Hild,
Janice Sheridan, Kathleen Zippler,
Teresa Squillace and David Greer.

Roosevelt teachers who have been
honored with the Optimist award in-
clude Frank Nolde, Walter Buda,
Thomas Reynolds, Wendy Masteller,
Jack Martin, Karen Lust, Linda Vail,
Elizabeth Scheuerer, Glen Kurz and
Jeffrey Robbins.

A Fanwood student at Syracuse Uni-
versity worked on the third annual
gala Charity Sports Auction, pre-
sented by the SU Sport Management
Club, which featured alumnus
Donovan McNabb, above.

AADC

Florence Domeshek, 85, Hunter Alumna;
Strong Supporter of Mason Gross School
Florence S. Domeshek, 85, of

Scotch Plains died on Tuesday, March
20, 2007.

Born in New York
City, she lived in Scotch
Plains for 27 years.

Having grown up
during the Great De-
pression, Florence was
careful to prepare her-
self for a “practical” ca-
reer. However, she felt
drawn to the arts and
also studied painting,
which became her life-
long hobby. She gradu-
ated in June 1941 with
a Bachelor of Arts degree, magna
cum laude, after only three-and-a-
half years at Hunter, the premier
women’s college of New York.

With World War II underway, she
married Sol Domeshek and went to
work for the United States Navy, where
she earned awards for outstanding ci-
vilian service. She then enrolled in the
New York University Master of Busi-
ness Administration program, where
she blazed new trails as the sole woman
in otherwise all-male classes. Upon
earning her graduate degree, she was
one of the first women to be inducted
into the business honor society Beta
Gamma Sigma.

Florence was a strong supporter of
the Mason Gross School of the Arts of

Rutgers University in
New Brunswick, both
during the 10 years in
which she oversaw the
school’s budgetary mat-
ters and afterwards, in
her retirement. She and
Sol regularly attended
events, with a particular
affinity for dance. Her
presence is greatly
missed by the entire Ma-
son Gross community.

This past fall, Sol and
the couple’s children,

Steven Domeshek and Marian D.
Schoen, endowed The Florence
Schnepf Domeshek Memorial Merit
Scholarship at the Mason Gross
School of the Arts. It pays tribute to
Florence in perpetuity by awarding
funds to dancers who embody the
same qualities she exhibited through-
out her life: dedication, excellence
and creativity.

Florence also is survived by three
granddaughters, Jeanine Schoen, a
brand manager at Unilever; Heather
Schoen, a graduate student at Hunter
College, and Leahthan Domeshek, a
student at Duke University Medical
School.
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Florence Domeshek

YuPei Chen Yu, Owned Restaurant;
Popular Hostess Enjoyed Singing

Carmelo Spadaro, Accounts Manager;
Was Member of Men’s Cornerstone

Carmelo “Carmen” Spadaro of
Scotch Plains died on Monday, April
7, at Overlook Hospital in Summit.

Born in Westfield, he was a long-
time resident there before moving to
Scotch Plains 10 years ago.

A graduate of Rutgers College in
Newark, Mr. Spadaro was employed
at Coby Electronics in Queens, N.Y.
for the past two years as national
accounts manager. Prior to that, he
worked as premium accounts man-
ager at Schrade Inc. in Ellenville,
N.Y. for 19 years.

He was a member of the Men’s
Cornerstone at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield.

He was predeceased by his parents,
Sebastiano and Gelsomina Spadaro.
A brother, Salvatore Spadaro, prede-
ceased him in 2004.

Surviving are his wife of 12 years,
Mary Ann Spadaro, and a son, Nicho-
las Spadaro.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
offered on Friday, April 11, at St.
Helen’s Church. Burial took place at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Nicholas
Spadaro Education Fund, 2092 Lyde
Place, Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076.
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Mary K. Kane, 83
Mary Kathyleen (Welch) Kane, 83,

of Indianapolis, Ind. passed away on
Wednesday, April 9. Mrs. Kane was
the widow of Robert E. Kane.

She was a private duty nurse for
many years and retired in 1990.

Mrs. Kane was a former member of
St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church and
the Cathedral High School Mothers
Club, and was an avid bridge player.

Surviving are her sons, Patrick W.
(Joann) and Leo J. (Suzy) Kane of
Westfield; her daughters, Marguerite
(Scott) Galloway and Alicia Kane-
Schnorr; her sister, Virginia Welch
Flannigan; nine grandchildren and
one great-grandchild.

She was preceded in death by eight
brothers and sisters.

A Mass of Christian Burial was
held at St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church
in Indianapolis on Saturday, April 12.

Memorial contributions may be
given to the Alzheimer’s Association
or St. Joan of Arc Catholic Church.

Arrangements were by the Feeney-
Hornak Mortuary in Indianapolis, Ind.

April 17, 2008

Adam D. Vasquez, 33
Adam D. Vasquez, 33, of

Bedminster passed away suddenly at
home on Thursday, April 10.

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., Mr.
Vasquez was raised in Puerto Rico
and Westfield. He lived in Bedminster
for the past eight years.

He was a 1994 graduate of Westfield
High School and worked as a diesel
mechanic.

Mr. Vasquez was the devoted son
of Frank and Elizabeth Goddard
Vasquez, the loving brother of Thor
Vasquez and the beloved father of
Logan Vasquez. He also will be deeply
missed and fondly remembered by
his many close friends and relatives.

A funeral service was held on Sun-
day, April 13, at the Dooley Colonial
Home, 556 Westfield Avenue in
Westfield.
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YuPei Chen Yu of Scotch Plains,
affectionately known as Chie Chen,
passed peacefully into heaven on Sat-
urday, April 12, 2008. She was in her
home, surrounded in the love of her
children, family and friends.

Born February 2, 1933 in
Kaohsiung, Taiwan, she was the
daughter of Chen Wen Chi and Wei
She. At the tender age of 3 she lost her
mother, and was lovingly raised by
her stepmother, Chen Lin Mei.

She moved to the United States in
1958, living in Warner Robins, Ga.,
Brooklyn, N.Y. and then for 43 years
on Allen Street on the outskirts of
Chinatown. In 2005, she moved into
the home of her daughter, Janet Blaes.

During the 1970s she was the owner
of Kokoro to Kokoro (Heart to Heart)
Chinese Restaurant and Piano Bar,
located on West 39th Street in New
York City. She would sing all the
popular Chinese/Japanese songs as
well as American favorites. She
earned an article in the New Yorker
magazine naming her as one of New
York’s favorite hostesses.

After she sold the restaurant, she
worked as a hostess to many popular
New York restaurants, such as Mikodo
and Japan’s Kobe Steak House. Her
last place of employment was Jeannie’s
on Mulberry Street in Chinatown.

Her passion for singing was a con-
stant throughout her life, as many of
her neighbors would recall her softly
singing/humming as she climbed up
three flights of stairs to her third-
floor apartment. Even though she was
battling dementia/Alzheimer’s, her
love of singing then became a form of
memory therapy. Her family would
give her lyrical hints and she would
sing them the song. Two of her favor-

ite songs were “Sukiyaki” and “The
Tennessee Waltz.”

She was predeceased by her par-
ents, stepmother and her brother, Wei
Ting Yi.

She is survived by her daughter,
Hsiu-May Lee, her husband, Chih
Lang, and granddaughter, Pei Hsuan,
of Bayside, N.Y.; her grandson, Yen
Feng, and his wife, Carol Chu, of
Taiwan; her daughter, Janet Blaes, and
her husband, Scott, of Scotch Plains;
her sons, Michael MacStoker, his wife,
Mercedes, and her children, Jessica
and Fabrizzio, of Union, and Sonny
Chan and his wife, Nancy Lo, of Paci-
fica, Calif.

She also is survived by her sisters,
Yu Shi (Toki Lau) of Howard Beach,
N.Y. and Chen Yu Ying of Japan, and
her brothers, Chen Yun Ming of Tai-
wan and Chen Ting Fu (Tom) of Flush-
ing, N.Y. She also leaves behind many,
many relatives in Taiwan.

She also leaves behind her dear
friend and caregiver, Mary Yuknus,
and her former husband and friend,
Thomas MacStoker.

The funeral service will be held at
9 a.m. today, Thursday, April 17, at
the Rossi Funeral Home, 1937
Westfield Avenue in Scotch Plains. A
Funeral Mass will follow at 9:30 a.m.
at St. Bartholomew the Apostle Ro-
man Catholic Church in Scotch Plains.
Interment will be at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to Atlantic Hospice, 33
Bleeker Street, Millburn, N.J. 07041.
The family would like to thank the
Hospice organization, which helped
make her final days comfortable,
peaceful and dignified.
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Community Invited to Help
Out on Youth Service Day

CRANFORD – Walnut Avenue
School in Cranford seeks helping
hands from the community to prepare
its gardens for spring planting from 9
a.m. to noon on Saturday, April 26, in
commemoration of Global Youth Ser-
vice Day and Earth Day.

During what has come to be affec-
tionately known as the “Big Dig,”
students, teachers, members of the
PTA Gardening Committee and resi-
dents from the Edward K. Gill and
Lincoln Avenue senior apartments
will be on hand to tend to six gardens
on school grounds – a butterfly flower
garden, a Peter Rabbit herb garden, a
past-PTA-president’s rose garden, a
vegetable garden, a pumpkin patch
garden and a Japanese water garden.

Volunteers, who may include chil-
dren accompanied by adults, are
needed to plant new shrubs, plants,
herbs and trees, and to clean up exist-
ing flowerbeds.

Those planting should bring their
own gloves and shovels, as a limited
number will be on hand.

Those not interested or able to plant
can help out by serving refreshments,
beautifying outdoor spaces and re-
storing birdhouses for the school’s
bird sanctuary.

Walnut Avenue School’s Outdoor
Classroom/Gardens Program, sup-
ported by service-learning grants from
Youth Service America/State Farm and
Learn and Service America, focuses
not only on beautifying public spaces
and providing service to others, but
also on educating students on New
Jersey’s core curriculum content and
workplace readiness standards.

The award-winning program
morphed from its original concept as
a single garden for second-grade sci-
ence study of plants and animals into
a whole-school, multiple-garden, in-
terdisciplinary project ongoing
throughout the year, designed to be a
true model of community coopera-
tion and partnership.

“Walnut’s gardens provide an op-
portunity for kids and the rest of our
community to work together to
achieve a common goal – and get
their hands dirty in the process,”
Stephen Izzo, the district’s manager
of grants and special programs, said.

Mr. Izzo suggested that volunteers
respond to the “Big Dig” coordinator,
and the district’s teacher of the year,
Donna Kull, at
kulldonn@cranfordschools.org or
(908) 709-6253. However, he said in-
dividuals may attend on April 26 with-
out a reservation. In the event of in-
clement weather, “Big Dig” will be
held on Saturday, May 3.

County College to Host
Job Fair on April 24

CRANFORD – On Thursday, April
24, Union County College’s Division
of Counseling Services will host a
job fair on its Cranford campus, lo-
cated at 1033 Springfield Avenue.

The job fair will be held in the
Victor M. Richel Student Commons
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. This event is
open to all those currently seeking
employment, including students and
members of the public.

Anyone planning on attending
should come dressed in proper busi-
ness attire and with a résumé that is
complete and ready to hand out.

In addition, tables are still avail-
able to area business owners who
may be interested in attending the job
fair to recruit new employees. For
more information, call May Kortbaoui
at (908) 709-9495 or e-mail
kortbaoui@ucc.edu.

FW Resident Works
At  SU Sports Auction
FANWOOD – Joseph Jacobi of

Fanwood, a Syracuse University (SU)
sophomore majoring in sport manage-
ment, worked on the third annual gala
Charity Sports Auction, presented by
the SU Sport Management Club.

The auction took place on April 8  at
the Carrier Dome in Syracuse, N.Y.

SU trustee and alumnus Donovan
McNabb, five-time NFL Pro Bowl quar-
terback of the Philadelphia Eagles and
a member of the Syracuse All-Century
Football Team, served as the lecture
speaker prior to the auction.

Hundreds of items were sold, includ-
ing sports memorabilia from profes-
sional and collegiate sports teams and
players, as well as non-sports items
ranging from electronics and jewelry to
tickets and restaurant gift certificates.

A portion of the proceeds from the
April 8 charity event and online auc-
tion will benefit the American Diabe-
tes Association and the Sport Man-
agement Club, a student-run organi-
zation of the Department of Sport
Management in SU’s College of Hu-
man Ecology.


