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Stender Launches New
Congressional Website

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Linda Stender, a state assembly-
woman and Democratic candidate for
Congress in the 7th District, has an-
nounced the launching of
LindaStenderforCongress.com, a new
campaign website.

“I’m running for Congress to fight
for real change and get our country
back on track and moving in the right
direction,” Ms. Stender said. “We’re
running a real grassroots campaign,
and this website is yet another way
for voters to get involved and help
bring the change we need.”

The website will be kept up-to-
date with the latest news from the
campaign trail. It has many new and
innovative features, including an
“online fundraising committee”
where supporters can create their own
personalized fundraising pages and
track progress toward their goal in
real-time.

The website will allow visitors to
tell family, friends and neighbors

about the campaign; volunteer with
the campaign through phonebanks,
canvasses, and a host of other activi-
ties; make a secure financial contri-
bution by credit card; and connect
with other supporters via social net-
working tools such as Facebook,
YouTube and Flickr.

Throughout the campaign and over
the coming months, the websitewill
continue to expand as the campaign
grows.

“I invite voters to join our online
community and learn more about our
campaign for change,” Ms. Stender
said.

“In Congress, I’ll fight to create
more good-paying jobs and jump start
our economy, bring our troops home
from Iraq and demand timetables for
withdrawal within a year; provide
every American access to quality, af-
fordable healthcare; and develop a
national energy policy that ends our
dependence on foreign oil.”

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks,
a Republican candidate for Congress
in the 7th District, has announced that
he is challenging all Republican can-
didates to a series of candidate de-
bates. The challenge calls for four
candidate debates with Union,
Hunterdon, Middlesex and Somerset
counties hosting one debate each.

“With less than two months re-
maining until the primary, I believe it
is imperative for the voters of the 7th
District to see their Republican can-
didates for U.S Congress together,
discussing the important issues that
working families face each day,” Mr.
Marks said.

The content of the invitation, which
was sent to all the declared Republi-
can candidates, is below.

“The primary election this June
will be a defining moment for the
citizens of the 7th District and, indeed,
for the State of New Jersey. As I travel
across the district, I continue to find
many citizens who are interested in
the positions that distinguish you and
me in this campaign.

“I believe the people of the 7th
District deserve to have the
opportunity to hear, in a public debate,
our positions on the critical issues
and what our vision is for the district,

Marks Challenges Other
GOP Candidates to Debates

the state, and our nation. I would
invite you to participate, as well as
the other Republican candidates, with
me in four such public discussions
over the next two months. I would
propose that the debates be held in
each of the four counties of the district
and be structured to cover specific
areas of policy and concern. This will
allow the largest number of citizens
to benefit from the debates, while
illuminating our positions on a broad
spectrum of issues.

“We can finalize dates, locations
and topics after your acceptance of
my offer.

“I believe the people of the 7th
District are interested in this idea and
deserve to hear from us in an
environment free of meaningless
campaign rhetoric,” according to the
iniviation statement.

“The history of our election process
in the 7th District shows us that debates
have been a vital part of educating the
voters to the issues and the stand of the
candidates on those issues. These de-
bates that I am proposing will help the
voters to get to really know the candi-
dates. I hope that each of the candidates
will accept this challenge and work
with my campaign to make these de-
bates a reality,” Mr. Marks concluded.

Hatfield: D.C. Dems Have
Damaged U.S. Credibility

Campaign Release, 7th Congressional District

“Washington Democrats, under the
leadership of House Speaker Nancy
Pelosi, are putting politics above the
needs and security of Americans,”
said Kelly Hatfield, a candidate for
New Jersey’s 7th District.

“When they had the perfect oppor-
tunity to give a much-needed boost to
our economy, which would have cre-
ated jobs for Americans, House
Democrats shirked that responsibil-
ity and instead took a partisan path.”

Referring to action taken by the
House not to “fast track” the
Columbian Free Trade Agreement,
Ms. Hatfield pointed to the fact that
by delaying action at this time means
that the agreement could be sidelined
until after the next election.

“It is no secret that the two finalists
in the Democratic Presidential Pri-
mary are in opposition to the agree-
ment, and recently, Senator Clinton’s
chief campaign strategist resigned his
post when it was revealed that he had
a side job working for the passage of
the very agreement that Clinton says
she is against,” Ms. Hatfield said.

“However, Clinton’s husband, the
former President, has pushed for pas-
sage of the deal and, in 2005, was paid
$800,000 by a Columbian-based orga-
nization to give four speeches through-
out Latin America; the group touts busi-

ness opportunities in Columbia. Also in
2007, Bill Clinton met with, and ac-
cepted an award from, Columbia’s
President and has even urged congress
to view Columbia in a favorable light.
The Clinton camp has made light of the
situation and has gone as far as to say
that all married couples have their dis-
agreements from time to time,” accord-
ing to her press release.

 “Currently, over 90 percent of im-
ports from Columbia enter the United
States duty-free, enabling them to
come into the U.S. marketplace com-
petitively priced,” Ms. Hatfield said.

“Allowing our businesses, agricul-
tural, manufacturing and service sec-
tors to export into this marketplace
duty-free can only increase their prof-
its, allowing them to expand and cre-
ate badly needed new jobs here in the
U.S.,” she explained.

 “American-made products are in
demand around the globe, and it is
obvious that our economy would cer-
tainly benefit from these agreements.
This situation is a national embar-
rassment,” Ms. Hatfield said.

“Not only have the Washington
Democrats put road blocks in the path
to our workers financial stability, they
have also undermined our national
security and our relations with an im-
portant ally,” Ms. Hatfield said.

Proctor Earns Degree
In Homeland Security

ELIZABETH – Union County
Freeholder Rick Proctor has com-
pleted a Master of Arts Degree in
Homeland Security Studies at the
Naval Postgraduate School’s Cen-
ter for Homeland Defense and Se-
curity.

He was among 30 applicants se-
lected for the program in a field of
200, and he was the first seated elected
official to be admitted.

“Freeholder Proctor’s extensive
experience has been a valuable re-
source as Union County plans and
prepares for large-scale emergencies,
and his studies at the Naval Post-
graduate School have added to his
already considerable knowledge of
public health and disaster planning,”
Freeholder Chairman Angel Estrada
said.

 “With Union County’s high popu-
lation density, global transportation
network and numerous chemical fa-
cilities, emergency preparedness is a
top priority.”

Mr. Proctor, a lifelong resident
of Rahway, has served on the free-
holder board since 2002. He is
health officer to many Union
County municipalities, including
Scotch Plains.

Mr. Proctor’s public health experi-
ence includes membership in the New

Jersey Department of Health’s Public
Health Preparedness and Response
to Bioterrorism Task Force, the Union
County Weapons of Mass Destruc-
tion Advisory Board and the City of
Rahway Local Emergency Manage-
ment Council. He has published ar-
ticles on terrorism and weapons of
mass destruction.

“My goal has been to integrate
public health with the policies,
strategies and organization in-
volved in planning for major emer-
gencies, including terrorism and
weapons of mass destruction,” Mr.
Proctor said.

The subject of the freeholder’s the-
sis was the importance of conducting
disaster consequence assessments as
part of a regional risk-management
strategy.The Naval Postgraduate
School is located in California. The
18-month Master of Arts Degree in
Homeland Security is earned through
a combination of on-site and distance
coursework.

The mission of the Center for
Homeland Defense and Security is
to provide civilian and military offi-
cials with stronger anti-terrorism
experience, both on a theoretical and
practical level, and to strengthen col-
laboration between government
agencies.

Nationally-designated Primary Stroke Centers — 
Morristown Memorial Hospital and Overlook Hospital.
How quickly and effectively you’re treated after a stroke is critical.  Our New Jersey

designated Comprehensive Stroke Centers have been recognized for excellence by

the American Heart Association and the American Stroke Association. 

As leaders in stroke care, we are the first hospitals in the state using  The Penumbra

SystemTM, and among the few using the Merci®Retriever — minimally invasive tools

offering more options to our patients, maximizing recoveries.  

When a stroke occurs, our highly-trained stroke teams are here to treat it as

quickly as possible.  

For a referral to a neurologist, call 866-581-4630. For more information or to sign 

up for a free, personalized e-newsletter visit atlantichealth.org.

With a stroke, speed is everything.

PEDAL FOR A PURPOSE…Westfield Cooperative Nursery School students
from Angela Murphy’s 3-year old, Diane Young’s 4-year old and Cindy Babetski’s
4-year old classes recently participated in their annual Trike-A-Thon to raise
money for St. Jude’s Research Hospital and The Muscular Dystrophy Association
(MDA). The students pedaled to raise money for St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospitals — a national charity started by Danny Thomas. Patricia Michaels, a
teacher at the school, pictured with the students, presented the program.

Lance to Respond to Whitman
Accusation of ‘Pay-to-Play’

AREA – At 2:30 p.m. Wednesday,
following press deadline, Republi-
can 7th Congressional District candi-
date Leonard Lance was scheduled to
hold a press conference at the
Somerset County Courthouse.

In a media advisory, the campaign
said the “important” press confer-
ence regarded his campaign for Con-
gress  and that state, county and local
elected officials, including members
of the members of the delegations
from  legislaive  districts 16 and 21,
would attend.

Rumored reports said that Mr.
Lance, a state senator from Hunterdon
County, was to condemn fellow GOP
candidate Kate Whitman for what he

perceived as “negative campaigning.”
They are among seven candidates

seeking the GOP nomination to re-
place Rep. Mike Ferguson (LD-7, New
Providence), who is not seeking re-
election. The winner will face Demo-
crat Linda Stender of Fanwood, a state
assemblywoman, in November.

Meanwhile, Ms. Whitman sched-
uled a 11:15 a.m. press conference in
Trenton yesterday to discuss what she
said in a press advisory was Mr. Lance’s
“serious breach of ethics and his em-
bracing ‘pay-to-play’ money in Tren-
ton as a means of soliciting thousands
of dollars of political contributions
from individuals who are lobbyists
and or state contract holders.”


